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(0 HOLLYW'D-RADIO ‘DEAL 





Burley Theatres in 


New York’s 
reputedly with the co-operation of 
Mayor Fiorella LaGuardia, started 
late last week to lay the ground- 
work for & 
which may permit them to 


their theatres shortly, but under a 
tag other than burlesque. Latter is 
out for all time with the present city 
administration. Its new guise will 
be vaudeville-revue type entertain- 
ment. The line of girls will supple- 
ment the acts, under the new scheme 
of things, instead of making the acts 
stage waits between the bumpers and 
the strip-teasers. 

New house-cleaning campaign 
is being cloaked with great secrecy. 
Major platform will be the setting 
up of an ‘advisory board’ (a polite 
name for censors) to control the 
flesh-shows within decent boundaries | 


burlesque operators, 


self-purging process 


reopen 


set up by Mayor LaGuardia, License | 


Commissioner Paul Moss and church 
groups. 


Three members of the board have | 


been tentatively chosen: Marcus Hei- 
man, Saul J. Baron and Sam S. 
Scribner, 
the property owners, 
for the burlesque managers. When 
the mayor names the other two 
members, a secretary who will act 
under orders from the board will 
be chosen. That individual will not 
be in the guise of a censor but will 
ee 9 on page 69) 


Prisoners’ Sor Songs 
Calore Flow Out 
From San Quentin : 


San Ney Calif., June 22. 

State prison here has its own tin 
pan alley and the boys are plenty 
active, Latest to go out from new 
Melody Lane is ‘Sit Down Strike,’ by 
Pat Malone and Tony Costello. Team 
also turned out ‘Kisses In Silk.’ 
Malone went solo in composing 
‘When Your Sugar Salts You Down.’ 

Other recent tunes out of this in- 
Stitution are ‘You’re Mine, All Mine, 
Almost,’ by Frank Eagler; ‘Spirit of 
Education,’ by Eagler and Malone; 
‘Only You,” by Sal Annino, and ‘Pre- 
tending,’ by Tiny ae alae 


Swing Vs. Bard 


With NBC and CBS vying with 
Shakespearean dramatizations in 
competition against one another on 
Monday nights through the summer, 
WHN, N. Y., has arranged a strictly 
live jazz session to pit 








against the 


classics. 

Labeled ‘Darktown Struttes Jam- 
beree,’ program starts Monday (28) 
with Bob Howard band, blues baw- 
ler, Edna Brevard, and the Three | 
Jazzsters, harmony howlers 

It is the WHN contenticn many a 
listener prefers swing to Shakes- 
peare, 


First two will represent | 
latter acting | 


N.Y. Would Try 





. 


The Vanishing Monk 


Detroit, June 22. 

Where has the organ grinder 
and his monkey gone? 

After a futile two weeks’ 
search among theatrical book- 
ing agencies, the speakers’ 
bureau of the . Detroit Com- 
munity Fund appealed through 
newspapers last week for aid in 
finding an organ grinder and a. 
monkey needed for a conven- 
tion to be held here next month. 

Plenty of monkeys in the zoo, 
but none with sufficient educa- 
tion to pass the hat, 


THE LAMBS NOW 
DOMINANTLY 
RADIO 


America’s No. 1 theatrical club, 
the Lambs, is today gradually be- 
coming a radio club, That is, radio 
membership appears more and more | 

















active presence around the club- | 
house on West 44th street, N. Y. 





| have gone to Hollywood. Those left 
| behind are increasingly relying upon | 
|radio pick-up dates. They may also 
ido a legit whirl now and again when 

casting opportunity comes along 
but radio provides the bread and 
butter and makes it possible to pay 
the. Lambs Club dues. 

Aside from non-professional and 
| non-resident members, largest body 
of frequenters of Lambs’ club rooms 
today are radio players, 
and scripters. 
players, musical comedy favorites, 
stock and vaudeville performers of 
former days and converted 
into regulars before the microphone. 

(Continued on page 71) 
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WORLD TO HEAR ABOUT 
McEVOYS’ HONEYMOON 


Peggy Santry, 





who ison a honey- 


inoon trip around the world with 
lher husband, J. P. McEvoy, author, 
expects to do a radio show with 


him featuring the story of the world- 
wide jaunt, moulded along the same 
|lines as the yarns he does for the 
Saturday Evening Post. She will 
give the feminine side, while Mc- 
Evoy will stress the male slant. 
They probably will start work on 
the program soon after they return 
in the next few weeks to their homes 
in New City, N. Y. Peggy 
several network 
interviewing being her 


shows. 
forte 


has been on 
| femme 


announcers | ation, 
Radio has taken legit | 


LOMA AND 
Self - Purged Comeback Campaign 





| R. Lohr, president of NBC, and Will 


to dominate both in numbers and in| | ducer-distribs 


Scores of members from the: legit | 


| 


them | 





N 
STARTED TALK 


‘NBC and MPPDA erenaeets| 
Merely ‘Exchanged Views’ | | 
on Radio and Pictures— | 
Rumors Scotched on Any 
Pact Between Both Vast 
Amusement Industries 





NIX RADIO ‘CZAR’ 


Two rumors that have revealed a 


tendency to hang on in the last 


couple of months and return at reg- 


ular buzzing intervals are: 
(a) That the film industry as an 
industry and the radio industry as 


an industry had agreed to be pals 
and not to ridicule one another. 


(b) That the radio industry would 
have eventually—and the dopesters 
even mentioned 1937—a ‘czar’ to 
front for the industry and handle all 
matters of general concern. 

Running down these rumors to 
what may be the tangible incident 
that gave rise to them in the first 
place it appears that the possible 
root are the conversations held in 
Hollywood recently between Lenox 





Hays, president of the film pro- 
‘association.’ 
Lohr and Hays entered into no 


formal agreement. Conversation was 
‘essentially an exchange of views.’ 
| Lohr coneurs with Hays that the 
two industries are and should be} 
allies, not enemies. A view quite | 
natural in the light of NBC- RKO | 
cousinship. It is known, also, that | 
Lohr is not too sympathetic with | 
such radio programs as the Procter | 
& Gamble-Jimmy Fidler series. It 
is authoritatively denied, however, 
that the meeting between Lohr and 
Hays occurred because of this situ- 
It’s not deemed likely that | 
(Continued on page 59) 





CHILLS AND FEVER 





Hot Action Ups Pix Houses’ Refrig- 


eration Bills 


Charlotte, N. C.,, 

Sottile, 
theatres at 
that the 
shows have 
bills. 


diences to laugh 
exciting pictures, 
harder on the 
increased 


June 22. 

of four 
de- | 
pictures he 


Albert 


picture 


operator 
Charleston, 


clare: type of 


; the Home 


a direct effect on his ice 
Comedies which cause the au- | 
heartily and tense, 
he explained, were 
air cooling system. An 
consumption of ice is 


noted, too, at the end of pictures 
| when audiences rise in large num- 
bers tu leave 


Santry | 


Sottilte observed, 
bill and a 
audience of | 


is the ice 


Gripping 
are reflected in the ice 
tern with an 


seenes 


good Wes 


excitable small bos man’s 


' » 
friend 


' 
ee 








Chesterfield Ready to Quit NVA: 
End 21 Year Rule as Virtual Czar 





‘Bum’ Theme Song 


Local 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians in New 
York, which concentrates on 
picketing the RKO Palace on 
Broadway, particularly on Sat- 
urdays, is being audibly com- 
batted by the Palace’s loud- 
speakers with a marathon rec- 
ording of ‘Hallelujah, I’m a 
Bum!’ 

Pickets can’t take it. They 
parade furiously in tempo with 
the ‘Bum’ song and shout their 
‘unfair’ paen in loud voices in 
-an endeavor to combat the 
loudspeaker recordings. 











SMUTTIER, CAN. 
CENSOR SAYS 


Toronto, June 22. 


Annual report of O. J. Silver- | 
thorne, chairman of the Ontario | 
board of film censors, states that ‘a 
much greater number of cuts have 





+ 





Henry Chesterfield, after 21 years, 
18 of which he was under salary of 
$250 Friday (18) in New 
York told a stormy session of Na- 
Vaudeville Artists’ member- 
ship that he was willing to withdraw 
as executive secretary of the NVA. 
Membership, in the process of re- 
organizing the club prior to seeking 
new quarters, has evidenced:a desire 
to be self-governing, rather than 
ruled, as the NVA has been for 21 
years by Chesterfield. 

Result of the 
be an election 


weekly, 


tional 


will 
balloting 


reorganization 
of officers, 


|for the first time also including the 


| . 
| post of executive secretary. 


Should 


| Chesterfield fail to be nominated or 


BRITISH FILMS 


elected, it will mean the finale of 
of the most remarkable jobs 
created in show business. 

Placed in a life-time position by 
E. F. Albee when the NVA was or- 
| ganized in 1916 as virtually a Keith- 
| Albee company union, during the 
| White Rats strike, Chesterfield was 
practically a ‘ezar’ in the vaude tal- 
ent field till the NVA Fund's re- 
sources dwindled to such an extent 
that the elaborate clubhouse on 46th 
street, now a restaurant-hotel, was 
abandoned in June, 1934. It was the 
former, richly-appointed White Rats 
habitat, taken over by the NVA, Inc., 
in 1916 on a yearly rental of $30,000. 
Now the NVA is housed in a flat at 


one 
evec 


| 247 West 46th street, which rents for 


to be made in British-made film than | 


in those from Hollywood’ and that 
‘the board noted a strange paradox 


can made.’ 


Commenting on film cuts 
thorne said that players in 


Silver- 
British 


}—the best ‘British’ films are Ameri- | 


made films used language that would | 
not be attempted in Hollywood. | In | 


|a recent Jack Buchanan release On- 


tario censors had to make more than 


50 deletions, he said, and that there | 


were such objectionable shots 
other British releases that many had 
to be nixed. 

The report suggests that British 
producers have not had the years of 
experience that have taught Holly- 


| wood studios that clean films pay. 





BALTO’S HOME-MADE 


TRAVELOG ON WALLY 


Baltimore, 
subject, titled ‘Baltimore. 
of Wallis Warfield,’ has 
ben completed locally with plans to 
peddle it nationally underway. Two 
reeler, made in manner of travelog, 
includes tour through former home 
of Duchess of Windsor. 

Former Warfield residence is al- 
ready in show biz, being 
tourist sightseers at $1 admish 
takings n.s.g. to date. 
promoters of house as museum are 
interested in the film which has had 
some newspaper build-up during 
filming by local Hearst-owned News- 
Post. 


June 22, 
Short 


with 


in 


around $5,000 yearly. 

Chesterfield’s position, though often 
attacked, was well nigh impregnable 
till the big clubhouse was evacuated. 
Though the NVA's resources and in- 
come dropped after 1930 to such an 

(Continued on page 71) 
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Radio’s Big Shows 
Again Irk AT&T— 
Cutting Phone Usage 


A renewed squawk from the 
American Telephone & Telegraph 





| Co. concerns the sharp dropping off 


| 


nation 


in phone calls during the half-hours 
or hours of the topnotch radio pro- 
grams, It’s noticeable particularly 
Sunday nights and also around the 
stronger Thursday night and kin- 
dred periods, when, seemingly, the 
lays off telephoning each 


| other so as not to be disturbed while 


offered | 
Understood | 
| 


; word not to ring their 


listening in. 
This actually dates from the height 


of the Amos ’n’ Andy vogue when, 
around the 7 p.m. period, AT&T 
noticed the first concentrated drov- 
off in phone calls. 

The check is made even more 
specific in inter-urban communities, 
such as calls from N. Y. City prope 
to Westchester and Long Island 
spots, when telephone operators re- 
port that many residences leave 


phones until 
These lapses 
the topflight 


hour. 
with 


ceriain 
coincide 


after a 
usually 


‘radio programs. 
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Newsreelers Uphold the Right 
Of Any Film Company to Edit Out 
‘Objectionable’ Stuff as Par Did 


Berger Aiding Cohn 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Eugene Berger has beén added to 
Harry Cohn’s staff at Columbia as 
the prexy’s personal aide. 

Understood Berger will take up | 
: : . | the reins now held by Kahane in 
have used the films in full or in| ie Coent the latter lands a job as | 
part if they had possessed them. intermediary in disputes niceties | 

Attention was directed to the Par|the Screen Actors’ Guild and the | 
newsreel because pictures in qu€s-| producers. 
tion were. subpoenaed in Washing- | 
ton. Previously A. J. Richard, edi- 


tor, in Chicago was quoted as saying 
the newsreel scenes of the battle) | 
between police and strikers were 


withheld because of danger of incit- 


ing riot. 
Haysians had no comment to make, | 


explaining that newsreels did not | 
come under Hays office production | 


code administration, and that the or- | RENOWNED 


ganization exercised no direct con- 





Paramount was following the pro- 
cedure or prerogative of other news- 
reel editors in its decision not to 
release any scenes of the fatal Chi- 
cago steel strike riot. That appears 
to be the opinion in newsreel! circles 
and in the industry generally,. al- 
theugh some competitive editors ex- 
pressed the thought that they would 





| 











trol over what or what did not go} 
into issues. That was left for edi- | 
torial judgment of various reel edi- | 
tors. 


Trade industry spokesmen — ex: | Unable to arrange ‘satisfactory 
plained, however, that it was within! terms with Louis Lurie, head of 
the power of any distributing com-}| Renowned Artists, Tay Garnett has 
pany to eliminate or squash any ma-! withdrawn from the setup and taken 
terial considered detrimental to their! his story property, ‘Trade Winds,’ | 
exhibitor or distribution interests. | with him. Ronald Colman, named 
Which brought up the angle of le-! to star in the film, was committed to | 
gal responsibility in case an audience | Renowned for that one only, | 
rioted and wrecked a theatre, ether | Garnett has negotiations on with | 
seeing riot scenes. Columbia and one other major to | 

Newsreels subsequently have cov-| make and Page non Menaee toe 
ered the Chicago affair with views | Garnett taking aroun K or 
showing funerals of the victims with-| story and direction plus a graduated 
out attempting to Show or take sides | percentage of the profits. Colman is 





Hollywood, June 22. 


| shoots 
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on who was at fault. 

Some officials expressed the opin- 
ion that the newsreels have as much 
right to play down strike scenes or | 





views of violence, to the extent of | 
total elimination, as newspapers ex- | 
ercise judgment in doing the same. 
As an example, they pointed to the 
manner in which many papers min- | 
imized or eliminated news of bank | 
failures and runs on banks several 
years ago. They cited that few if 
any photographs of bank runs were 
employed because they figured it as| 
stirring up excitement in other com- | 
munities. ' 

Individual Judgment 


Mike Clofine, editor of Metro’s 
“News of the Day,’ explained that 
coverage of strike trouble such as 
Paramount had was a matter of in- 
dividual judgment, though not at- 
tempting to pass on Par instance. 
His idea was that a theatre audi- 
ence was different from the audience 
as constituted by readers of a daily 





newspaper. The former, he de- 
scribed, is a mass audience and news- 





Those Eddie and Wally 
Newsreel Shots Their — 
Own Fault, Say Lensers 


Unfavorable comment from thea- 
tre audiences as to how unflatter- 
ingly the Duke of Windsor and his 
bride, the ex-Mrs. Wallis Warfield. 
showed up in newsreels when photo- | 
graphed after their marriage _ in 
Europe, was not the fault of the 
U. S. newsreel companies but at- 
tributable to restriction made by the | 
wedding party. These were that only 
outside photographs could be taken. 

The result was that the pair were 
‘shot’ on a small porch and steps, 
after they had left the dwelling 
where they had been married. | 
Straight camera work always is 
rated unflattering by newsreel of- 
ficials and it is doubly so when! 
photographed as here in glaring sun- 
light. It is impossible to retouch | 
newsreel film as with still photog- | 
raphty. Fact that Paramount was | 
delegated to cover for all American 
reels meant that all newsreels here | 
had the same views. All the good 
material caught by the camera was 
used. 


Pay-off is that the newsreel scenes | 
were barred from England and the 
Dominions because officials thought 
it would create feeling in favor of. 
the Duke of Windsor. Now newsreel | 
folks believe the opposite might 
have resulted. } 








(Continued on page 70) | 


_in on any deal that jells. 





$20,000 OFFER 
FOR MG TALENT 





Reported in New York radio 
circles last week that Colgate-Palm- 
olive-Peet is negotiating with Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer for the exclusive 
use of the picture company’s con- 
tract talent for a weekly hour broad- 
cast. Price is to be $20,000 per pro- 


| gram, 


Agency on the account is Benton 
& Bowles, while the William Morris 
agency has been doing the go- 
between for Metro. 


MIKE MARCO’S U FILM 
PROD. TALK UP AGAIN 


Talk is up again that Mike Marco, 
head of Fanchon & Marco, will per- 
sonally go into film production, this 
time for Universal. It’s something 








that has been on the griddle for some | 


years with Marco angling for a pro- 
duction berth. Whether this means 
that Marco will shift his other busi- 


ness interests to others or step out 


of his other interest isn’t known, 
Talk is that Marco may make one 


| or more films for Universal. 





GB’S 12 Next Year, N.Y. | 


Convention July 8-11 


Gaumont-British will release at 
least 12 pictures in America for the 
coming 1937-38 season. The com- 
pany’s first of a series of regional 
conventions will be held in New 
York at the Hotel St. Moritz July 
8-11. , 

Announcement of the product 
probably will be had within a week. 
Arthur L. Lee and George W. Weeks 
will top the roster of those present. 








London, June 22. 


Gaumont-Britis: will reopen its 
big Shepherds Bush studios, which 
shut down when G-B whittled its 
program and handed distribution 
over to C. M. Woolf’s General Films. 
Plan is to transfer productions cur- 
rently scheduled for the smaller 
Islington studio and made ‘by the 
subsidiary Gainsborough. unit, with 
the balance of product continuing to 
come from Pinewood. 

Islington plant will then be handed 
over to G-B Instructional, which 
non-theatrical, educational 
and publicity shorts. Gainsborough 
is responsible for half the G-B pic- 
ture program. 

Shepherds Bush went completely 
dark in the winter, with only the 
laboratories remaining in work, 
chiefly printing and processing the 
3-B newsreel. 


SAG Interested 
In Equity’s Ar 
Unionization 








Attitude of the Screen Actors 
Guild, as informally expressed at a 
confab last week, on the union situ- 
ation in radio is that Actors Equity 
might as well do the organizing of 
airwave performers as some other 
labor unit. Guild naturally is be- 
| hind this Equity effort because of 
| holding a charter from Equity and 
will do all it can to see that Equity 
is firmly established in its campaign 
to. secure radio actors as members. 

While the Guild attitude has been 
| strictly hands-off on the matter of 
film player appearances on radio 
network programs, officials are op- 
posed to unpaid guest star appear- 
ances. They realize that this is a 
matter of jurisdiction and entirely 
in the province of studio officials 
for decision. 


JR. LAEMMLE TO PROD. 
FOR M-€ IN LONDON? 


London, June 15, 

Carl Laemmle, Jr., is set to go in 
with the Metro British outfit, re- 
ported here. Plans are for him to 
open with an adaptation of ‘The 
Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ which ran 
in the West End and on Broadway, 
| and is still satisfying the local popu- 
| lace, 

















Hollywood, June 22. * 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., is back from 
| New York readying his initial pro- 
| duction to be made under his Metro 
| contract. 
| Laemmle brought along scripts for 
| ‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’ and 
| ‘Nine Officers,’ latter a Continental 
' play. 





Radio Film 





Broadeasts 





‘Last Train From M 
That ‘Hollywood Hotel’ program 


amazing example of plugging a picture. 


podge mixture of music, song and 


adrid’ Stalls On Air 

over CBS, Friday (18) last was an 
Whether that kind of hodge- 
catch-as-catch-can chatter can sell 


_a picture is something to be questioned, particularly a war film, timely 


or otherwise, as Paramount’s ‘Last Train from Madrid.’ 


There is no doubt that Louella Parson’s kind comme 


ture, following the re-enactment, in 


nt about the pic- 
the form of a brief review, is help- 


ful. However, the re-enactment of scenes was a disconnected affair and 
the incidental narrator who undertook to describe the backgrounds of the 
scenes was not always distinct. One of the noticeable points which further 
served to offset reception was that for some reason during the program 
ihere was mention of companies other than Paramount, thus causing a 
confusion of credits. 

Gilbert Roland, Helen Mack, Lionel Atwil] and Lew Ayres were brought 
together before the mike for the film end of the program. There was 
no distinction to their performances, in whole or part, and not a distinctive 
point of quality in the production. 

Whether ‘Last Train from Madrid’ is the kind of film requiring a push 
such as proper broadcasting can perform for it, is something for the 
makers to determine. But to place the Subject as a catalog item on a 
song and orchestra broadcast hardly serves that purpose constructively. 

It’s of secondary moment in this instance whether, in such a trans- 


iy situation as ‘Last Train from Madrid,’ the story ending is revealed 
or not, 


Al Boasberg Does an ‘Off to Buffalo’: 
Gagsters Will Miss His Ready Wit 





Rogers Memorial Rodeo 


Colorado Springs, June 22. 

Will Rogers Memorial rodeo will 
be held Sept. 4-6 on the Broadmoor 
polo field in conjunction with dedi- 
cation of the already famous Will 
Rogers Shrine of the Sun which has 
been built on Cheyenne mountain, 
half a mile above the rodeo grounds. 

Leonard Stroud will be in charge 
of the rodeo contests. Prizes and 
trophies are being offered. 


U. S. TELLS OFF 
NAZIS ON PIX 
MEDDLING 





Washington, June 22. 
German diplomatic representatives 
in this country promised to respect 
international protocol last week as 
consequence of State 


ican film affairs. 


Pledge to refrain from attempting 
directly to influence picture business 
satisfied the U. S. and closed incident 
over Nazi diplomats applying pres- 
sure to prevent American actors 
from playing in 
dramatization of novel by Erich 
Maria Remarque, ousted German au- 
thor. Hollywood bleats had stirred 
State Departmenters into reminding 
the embassy that this country does 


on their own hook. 


film people protested that Dr. Georg 
Gyssling, Nazi consul at Los An- 
geles, 
all actors appearing in the picture, 
which is considered antagonistic to 
the Hitler regime. The embassy 


dinate, saying instructions from the 
Ministry of Propaganda had been the 
genesis of his action. In the end, 
however, Ambassador Hans Dieck- 
hoff apologized for the direct inter- 


any such matters would be taken up 
with the State Department. He told 
Gyssling to quit turning the heat on 
either producers or talent from now 
on. 
Both Dieckhoff and his recently- 
departed predecessor, Hans Luther, 
have consistently refused to review 
‘Road Back,’ despite pleas that they 
help avoid anything distasteful to the 
Nazis. Diplomats played hands off 
on the ground they have no author- 
ity to approve or reject films for 
German consumption and their com- 
ments might prove embarrassing 
from both personal and official view- 
points. 


Uncle Sam After Menjou 
And Wife for More Taxes 


Washington, June 22. 
Tax disputes between the govern- 
ment and Adolphe Menjou and Veree 
Teasdale, his former wife, were laid 
before the Board of Tax Appeals 
Monday (21). 


Internal Revenue Bureau held the 
suave actor and ex-frau underpaid 
the government in their taxes on 
1934 earnings. Claim against Men- 
jou involves $30,080, while Miss Teas- 
dale is being hounded for $938. 











N. Y. to L. A. 


Jack Cohn. 
Hersch’ ' Deutsch. 
Donald Douglas. 
Perry Ivins: 
Garson Kanin. 
Burgess Meredith. 
Leo Morrison. i 
Margaret Perry. 
Jimmy Savo. 

_ Nate Spingold. 
Harry Tierney. 


ARRIVALS 


Fred Perry, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Capra, Julius Tolch, Setsuki Hara. 
Nagamasa Kawakita, Max Milder, 








Edna May Oliver. 


Department | 
squawks against bu‘ting into Amer- 


‘The Road Back,’ | 


not care to have foreigners meddling | 


Minor sensation was created when | 


had threatened to blacklist | 


back-stopped the West Coast subor- | 


ference and said that in the future | 


Robert Riskin, Charles D. Lederer, ; 





By ARTHUR UNGAR 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Al Boasberg, 45, the triple-threat 
writer of gags and comedy in a}! 
branches of show biz—radio, screen 
and vaude—died here early Jast Fyij- 
day morning (18) with his boots on. 
His passing was sudden, 

Boasberg had been working on the 
script of the Jack Benny show for 
last Sunday (20) aided by Al Klein. 
Boasy had not been feeling wel! a}! 
day Thursday and as the 


midnite 





hour approached complained about 
pains in his left shoulder. He de. 
cided to rest a few minutes and sud- 
denly Klein heard a rattle in the 


throat of Boasberg. ‘Stop gagging, 
| Al,’ he cried. Instead Al, dropped 
; to the floor and before medical aid 
| arrived he was dead. 

Boasberg, who caine from Buffalo, 
|in his early life heard nothing but 
| show biz from his dad and uncle 
who were jewelers to the profession. 
| From the difficulties the family had 
| with their customers Al managed to 
| get plenty of laughs. It was all in 
|fun to him and throughout his life 
_ he clowned about the Boasberg cus- 
| tomers who did not come through 
| with coin, as promised, for the ‘ice’ 
they were proudly wearing. 

‘Ice’ Biz Too Dull 

His dad wanted him to stick to 
lthe family trade. But it was too 
'dull, he claimed, so he decided to 
become an actor. With a local boy 
named Sherwood they framed a 
|comedy act which Boasberg wrote, 
and after trying to amuse the locals 
at a few amateur night shows, split. 
| Then he decided to get away from 
(Continued on page 28) 





Par Elections Monday 





Election of officers for the ensu- 
|ing year will be on the agenda 
at Paramount’s next meeting of its 
| board of directors Monday (28). 

No changes in the upper setup of 
officers is contemplated, according 
to official advices. 





Cochrane’s 35th Anni 


R. H. Cochrane, president of Uni- 
versal, was absent from his office 
last Friday (18). 

It was his 35th wedding 
| versary. 


——E 


anni- 





SAILINGS 


July 21 (Paris to New York) 
|Bernard Sobol (Queen Mary). 

July 9 (London to New York) 
Alfred de Liagre, Jr. (Conte de 
Savoia). 

July 9 (Norseland Cruise) Mr. and 
|'Mrs. O. M. Samuel (St. Louis). 

July 7 (Paris to New York) Gus 
Eyssell, Russell Markert, Gene Sny- 
der, 48 Rockettes (Normandie). 

July 3 (New York to Paris) Auriol 
|Lee, John van Druten, Bernard So- 
| bol (Berengaria). 


| June 29 (New York to London) 
,Mr. and Mrs, Peter Donald, Jr. 
| (Lafayette). 


| June 26 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Raymond ‘Jean- 
nette MacDonald), Mary Pickford, 
Buddy Rogers (Lurline). 
, June 26 (San Francisco to Sydney) 
| Charles Munro, Ray Henderson, 
Stanley Crick, Herc McIntyre, Ken 
Asprey (Mariposa). 

June 26 (New York to London) 
Jimmy Campbell, Irving Mills ‘Rex ). 

June 23 (New York to Londen) 
| Bert Kalmar (Queen Mary). 

June 23 (New York to Bermuda) 
Eddie Wittstein (Queen of Bermuda). 

June 19 (New York to London) 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Weingarten 





| (Berengaria). 


June 19 (New York to London) 
Edith Meiser (Normandie). 


L. A. to N. Y. 


John Boles. 

Ben Camack. 

Jack Cosgrove. 

Ned Depinet. 

Ben Hecht. 

Josep Iturbi. 

Bert Kalmar, 
George S. Kaufmen. 
Louise Latimer. 
Anita Loos. 

E. K. Nadel. 

W. J. Pineau. 
George Raft. 

Phil Reisman. 
Douglas Shearer. 
Betty Starbuck. 

F. Ward Wheelock. 
John Hay Whitney. 
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LABOR SOCKS AMUS. STOCKS 





Musicians Union 


Concentrating Its 


’. 
- 


WMOUES 


Picketing Attack on RKON. Y. Houses 


in efforts so far to ferce 


Bilked 
employment of live talent in stage- 
equipped theatres in Greater New 
York, 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians, is develop- 
ing new lines of strategy and 
pr‘ omises to swoop down on straight 
film houses at any moment, without 
warning, to test new offensives. 

The temporary sit-in at the Palace, 
N. Y., two weeks ago when no vio- 
lence occurred, was only a beginner 
but will not be repeated in this man- 
ner, according to present indications. 
Relying on the surprise element as 
important, leaving theatre victims 


Local 


without time to prepare against in- 
vasion or attack, the musicians are 
revealing nothing more than that 
RKO is the major enemy for the 
time being. 

Instead of spreading its forces 


other chain and independent 

which do not play stage 
shows or use bands, the union will 
concentrate on RKO with all its 
might. Pending completion of plans 
for additonal sit-ins or other action 
of a surprise nature in hopes of 
catching RKO with its pants down, 
802 is massing its picketing strength 
against the theatres of this chain 
that are stage-equipped. 
which were on duty in front of 
Loew, Skouras and other houses 
have been temporarily withdrawn in 
line with the determination to go at 
RKO hammer and tongs. 

It isn’t promised whether the next 
sit-in will be a permanent one 
around the clock, for one day or 
longer, or when fresh moves conse- 
quent upon the Palace test will be 
attempted. Learned, however, that 
since Saturday is the best theatre 
day of the week, this day will 
probably be the one on which RKO 
—and later on, other theatres—may 
expect something to happen besides 
routine picketing 


PAR -SOLDWYNS 
TRUCE TERMS 
OVER GARY 


Hollywood, June 22. 

In consideration of obtaining the 
services of Gary Cooper for two 
films, first of which will be next 
year, and the services of Henry 
Hathaway, to direct a couple of pic- 
tures for Par, Paramount may call 
off its $5,000,000 suit against Samuel 
Goldwyn. 


The suit started out of Goldwyn’s 
Stabbing Cooper, when that star's 
contract at Par was about to expire. 
There was great to-do in the Para- 
mount camp alleging talent-raiding 
before contracts expired. 


BERT BLOCH RESIGNS 
M-G; WANTS TO WRITE 


Hallywood, Jan. 22. 

Bertram Bloch, story editor for 
Metro in the east. suddenly resigned 
his post over the weekend. Bloch, 
it understood, wants to be 


against 
theatres 








is 


% 


weitec himself and is tired of edit- 
ing 
hoe ch resigned his post several 
limes 


3 previously for the same reason 
and, twice, was brought out by the 
studio for temporary writing flings 
in between editing. But now, it 
understood, he is serious about stick- 
Ing to it. 


is 


In the absence of J. Robert Rubin 
in London, where he is attending to 
sundry M-G matters including that 
Prolouged Gaumont-British deal, the 
New York office claims to know 
nothing about Bloch’s departure or 
future plans. 


Pickets | 





Add: New Faces 





The east endorses Hollywood's 
program of mas@ development 
of unknowns to keep down in- 
creasing topflight star salaries 

It may have been considered 
a hazard, at one time, to cast 
even a single embryo in a film, 
without the best of reasons, but 
now it’s the trend to cast the 
virgin talent in groups when- 
ever there is opportunity. 


a. 














Us Practical 
Training Ideas 
For New Talent 


In connection with Universal's new 
of 


prospects 


policy shipping all talent 
to the Coast for 
Charles Beahan, studio 
talent head, figures practice 
save considerable expense in 
tion to making better tests. 

According to Beahan, 
studio for testing in the east costs 
around $1,000 a day, besides the ex- 
penses of cameramen, makeup men. 
ete. Attempting to cut down the 
overhead by testing several pros- 
pects in a day merely spoils the 
quality of the tests, he says. Beahan 
figures cost of sending a player to 
the Coast at about $150 round trip 
(summer rates), with salary outlay 
of $10 a day, or about $100, to the 
prospect. Maximum expense is about 
$500. 

Major reason 
Coast, however, 
to better 

Beahan hopes ultimately to test 
all screen talent in actual film 
| work, Idea would be to send play- 
| ers to Hollywood under option, give 
| them a part in a picture and, if they | 
| click, to sign them to terms. oe 
} 
| 


new 
testing. 
and 
will 
addi- 


story 


renting a 


testing on the 
tests due 


for 
is superior 
technical facilities. 


head used that method with Alan 
| Baxter. Took the actor from ‘Gold 
| Eagle Guy,’ Broadway legiter, and 
put him in ‘Mary Burns, Fugitive. 
with Sylvia Sidney. Baxter scored 
| and was pacted by Par, with whom 
Beahan was at that time connected. 


If prospects don’t click in the one 


, SO 


picture they could be shipped back | 


east without their options being 
lifted, Beahan figures. Believes ac- 
tual film work would be more re- 
vealing than present method of 


testing. 


8TH (FINAL) H’WOOD 
CONV., COLUMBIA, 28TH 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Fighth and final of the Hollywood 
sales conventions brings Columbia 
here Monday (28) for a four-day 
pitch, Attendance will be around 
200. 

It is expected that company will 
announce during the convention a 
block of 42 features for next season. 


20th-Fox Flirting With 
Cinda Glenn for H’ wood 


London, June 22. 
Cinda Glenn, American nitery per- 
former who has made considerable 
of a rep on this side, is probably go- 
ing to Hollywood for 20th-Fox. Deal 
depends on the picture company get- 
ting together with Clifford C, Fischer, 
who has her on an exclusive personal 
contract. 
20th-Fox made tests of 
i Miss Glenn here about a month ago 
and found them satisfactory. 








extensive 


Jersey courts, 


VA om hal i 
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Atal 


Show Biz Securities Below 











True Valuations Because: 


of Strikes, Etc., 
Are Harassing the 


Which 
Rest 
of the Country—Further- 
It’s Jamming Up 
Financial Progress With- 
in Picture Companies 


more, 


NO TRADING 


Strikes steel and automo- 
bile industries. with absence of law 
and order and possibility of their 
spreading, have cast a shadow over 
Wall Street in recent weeks. Not 
only has interest dwindled almost 
to the vanishing point in many stocks 
but numerous issues have sagged to 
successively new lows for the year. 
Though picture company — shares 
doubtlessly would be affected oniy 
if plants were closed over an ex- 
tended period, many film stocks have 
followed the stock market down- 
wards on a modified scale. 

Worst 


in the 


feature of these 
markets that traders have shown 
little interest in issues that were 
extremely active earlier in 1937 such 
as Paramount common, Warner 
Bros. common and even the leader, 
Loew's common, 


is 


| and confer 


Selznick-Wanger Switch Away 


IF MARKET: From UA Releasing Denied East: 


Pickford May Partially Stay In 





Clark- Zanuck Confabs 


John D Clark, wines 
of distribution for 20th-Fox, 
the Coast yesterday 


manager 
left for 
(Tues.) by train 


for a final production confab with 
Darryl Zanuck in Hollywood. He 


will stop in Chicago for a brief visit 
with Herman Wobber in 


| San Francisco before arriving on the 
| Coast. 


the 
on a 


Following 
plans 
‘lying 


parley, Zanuck 
belated vacation, 
hunting expedi- 
to be back in 
the middle of July. 


to go 
to Java on a 
tion. Clark expects 
New York by 





In Other Words, 


declining 


Both Paramount common and sec- | 


ond preferred, Columbia Pictures 
icertfiicates), General Theatre, Ra- 
dio common, RKO, Warner Bros. 
common, Grand National and Uni- 
versal pfd. are among the most ac- 
tive stocks to register new lows for 
the vear in recent weeks. Both Par 
shares were hanging near their low 
marks this week as were RKO and 
Radio. 


Loew's common has held un re- 
markably well, ranging from $75 to 
$80 per share, even during the dog 
days and more recently as it sold 
minus the $2 dividend ($1.50 extra) 
made payable this month. This is 
not far from the peak price. Same 


(Continued on page 57) 


BILL FOX'S 7506 
‘PEACE’ OFFER 
NIXED 





Hollywood, June 22. 
William Fox’s peace proposal to 
20th Century-Fox, seemingly, was 


for that company to pay him $750.,- 
000, to call off claims pro and con, 
those which the company may hav* 
against him, and whatever claims 
William Fox may have against the 
20th Century-Fox firm. This pro- 
posal, was nixed, according to official 
indications. 

Nor was William Fox able to make 
any progress towards easing his pre- 
dicament in San Francisco, because 
he is accounted as having been un- 
able to obtain an interview in re- 
gard to this matter, while on the 
Coast. 

It is understood that A. P. Gian- 
nini, head of the Bank of America, 
would not see Fox while the latter 
was on the Pacific slope. 

William Fox's peace hopes, 
fore, appear to be as re as ever. 

The former magnate is under- 
stood to have had Nicholas M 
Schenck, president of Loew’s, his 
intermediary in that 20th Century- 
Fox matter. 

William Fox’s personal and volun- 
tary bankruptcy action, in the New 
is still knotted, too. 
St. Louis, June 22. 

Fees aggregating about $13,000 
were allowed last week by Federal 
Judge George H. Moore trustees 

(Continued on page 


there- 
mote 


as 


to 


97) 


The Academy s 
Just Bowing Out 





Hollywood, June 22. 


Request to major producers by 
the Academy to cancel the actor- 
producer basic agreement and the 
assistant directors code, in view of 
the Screen Actors Guild’s takeover, 
was approved by a majority of studio 
heads. Screen writers are also in- 
cluded in the Academy divorce. 

All contractual relations now are 


and the 
devote itself hence- 


out of the Academy's hands, 
organization will 
forth to research the Oscar 
and jinter-branch work 
economic character. 


awards, 
of a non- 


ENGLAND NIXES 


2,000-FT. REELS ©: 


London, June 15. 
Motion picture industry here won't 
stand for the 2,.000-ft. reel adopted 
in the U. S. last fall. British Stand- 


|ards Instutition, which has a com-| 


mittee to decide picture problems, | 
has been weighing the pros and cons 
—and the latter won, 

View is that changeover of equip- 
ment necessitated by scrapping the 
present 1,000-ft. standard is not 
justifiable. Decision will 
mitted to Fayette W. Allport, 
resenting the Hays Office here 

If the M.P.D.D.A. accepts the find- 
ing, American studios will have to 
indicate half-way marks, so that 
reels can be split for the U.K. mar- 
ket. They are doing so at present. 
anyway, but threatened to cease the 


be 


rep- 


| practice in ciaessanamntcal 


TALLY-CORBAR APPEAL 


TO D.C. ON F-WC BKPTCY | 





Hollywood, 
The last effort of T. L. 
the Corbar Corp. to have 
West Coast bankruptcy 
alleged fraudulent grounds is the 
petition for rehearing by the U. S 
Supreme Court 
The highest tribunal 
Americans may have 
cently declined to 
of appeals’ verdict. 


June 22, 

Tally and 
the Fox- 
voided on 


to which 
recotirse re- 
reverse the court 


Raymonds and Rogerses 
On Honolulu Honevmoons 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Two famous honeymoon couples 
sail on the Lurline for Honolulu 
this Saturday (26). 
They are the 


Gene Raymonds 


(Jeanette MacDonald) and the 
Charles (Buddy) Rogerses-to-be 
(Mary Pickford), as their nuptials 
are slated for the same date as the 
sailing. 





| the 


Holly wood, 
David O. Selznick and John Hay 
Whitney huddled last weekend 
in conferences to determine the fu- 
ture releasing policy of Selznick Ine 
ternational Pictures. 
Question whether 
with United Artists will 


June 22. 


ovel 


Is 


present pact 
continue in 


force after studio has delivered its 
quota under the existing agreement. 


Paramount is reported to have made 


a flattering tender for the S-I 
product, 

Whitney winged in for the confer- 
ence last Friday (18) and left Mone 
day (21) for the East. 

Likely no new distribution deal 


will be struck until after delivery of 
five pictures on UA contract. 
Execs marking time to see what hap- 
pens on the Sam Goldwyn-Alexander 


Korda buyout of the Pickford- 
Chaplin-Fairbanks holdings in UA 
before talking renewal with UA. 


Understand Korda-Goldwyn_ will 
have the needed coin to swing deai 
within 60 days. 

Selznick meanwhile is going ahead 


with fall and winter production 
plans, which includes ‘Gone With 
Wind,’ to be tied in on new releas- 


ing arrangement, 


James 
| 
| manager, 


| for 
attend 


| 





trans- 
' 


Par Unaware 
Paramount officials, at the come 
pany’s home office, were queried re- 
garding Selznick and they indicated 
that if any offer, as such, was made 
to Selznick, they were not aware of 
(Continued on page 28) 


Rogers, Normanly Back 

Charles R. Rogers, 
chief Universal, 
Normanly, 
left 


production 
accompanied by 
studio business 
the Ci Sunday 


for 


for vast 
(20). 

Two had 
home 


been 
office 


in N. Y. one 
conferences and to 
the opening of ‘The Road 
U’s roadshow picture at the 
on ee 


week 


Back,’ 
Globe, 
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Abbott’ s Picture Deal Gives im | 
A Percentage | n All His WB Films 


George Abbott gves out to Holly- 
wood for pictures this summer on a 
producer-director pact with Warner 
Bros. First picture he will make on 
that arrangement will be ‘Brother 
Rat,’ from his own production of the 
current season, which Warners 
finally closed for, paying $145,000 
for the film rights. 

Understanding is that Abbott will 
get $3,000 weekly plus a percentage 


on all his pictures, of which, how- 
ever, he will only do two a year. 
His pact, it is understood, is but for 


these two with an option, however, 
of five more years. 

Deal was all set for some time but 
not finished because of the working 
out of details. Warners wanted to 
get ‘Room Service,’ another current 
Abbott comedy legit click on Broad- 
way, with that in mind, in which 
case Abbott would have made ‘Rat’ 
and ‘Room’ as his first two pictures. 
Inasmuch as RKO-Radio outbid 
Warners for the film rights to ‘Room 
Service,’ Abboit’s second picture is 
not set and its subject will have to 
wait decision. 

Under terms of the deal, it is un- 
derstood, Abbott has complete choice 
of story, talent, etc., as well cs pro- 
duction. He will both produce and 
direct his own films. He will work 
in Hollywood only during the sum- 
mers, however, spending his winters 
in New. ¥ork on his legit produc- 
tions, which he refuses to give up. 

Deal is an outgrowth of the for- 
mer Abbott deal with the Warners 
to produce plays on Broadway. Un- 
der that pact he produced ‘Three 
Men on a Horse,’ ‘Boy Meets Girl’ 
and ‘Brother Rat.’ With the coming 
of the war between dramatists and 
Hollywood last year, this deal had 
to be broken off, since Warners re- 
fused to finance any more legit pro- 
duction under the new Dramatists 
Guild terms. Thus ‘Room Service,’ 
fourth click in a row, was produced 
by Abboit on his own. 

Meantime Radio last week pacted 
John Murray and Allen Boretz to a 
writing contract which calls for the 
duo to adapt their own play, ‘Room 
Service.’ Deal is for that one play 
only and, again, it’s a peculiar one 
in that it gives the writers the final 
say on talent for the play. Duo split 
$153,000 between themselves as their 
share of the $225,000 which the play 
brought in film rights from RKO; 
management (Abbott) getting the 
other 40%, or $102,000. They will 
be paid extra by Radio for adapting 
it, although the terms of this pay- 
ment are not available. 

Picture will be made next sum- 
mer, under terms of the purchase 
and not released until the ‘38-39 
season. 





Hollywood, June 22. 

Garson Kanin, former assistant to 
George Abboit, has joined the Sam- 
uel Goldwyn organization and will 
work into a producer or director 
berth under Goldwyn’s personal 
training. 

Kanin aided Abbott in staging 
three Broadway plays and is under- 
stood to own a-piece of ‘Room 
Service.’ 


BOYER-COLBERT HEAD 
WB’S ‘TOVARICH’ PIC 


Hollywood, June 22. 

‘Tovarich’ goes into production at 
Warners this week under a heavy 
budget with Anatole Litvak direct- 
ing and cast topped by Charles 
Boyer, Claudette Colbert and Basil 
Rathbone. 

Robert Lord is in the producer spot 
with Bob Fellows as unit manager. 
Cost may top all films on the cur- 
rent list. 











Another Foran Goes Pix 

Jimmie Foran, who is being grad- 
uated from Princeton this spring, 
shortly leaves for the Coast to ap- 
pear in ‘Merry-Go-Round of 1938,’ 
for Universal. 

Young Foran, who is younger than 
Dick Foran, already in films (WB), 
is the son of Senator Foran, of Flem- 
ing, N. J. He was signatured by 1 
six months ago. 


Dude Ranch Souniie It 
Moon Lake Dude Ranch, New Port 
Richey, Fla., will change its name to 
Moon Lake Gardens. 
Plans extending the season to an 
all-year policy and book name 








wells Fargo’ Due to 
Roll in Two Weeks | 


Hollywood, June 22. 
With preparations nearing com- 
pletion, Paramount will give the gun 
to the Frank Lloyd production, 


‘Wells Fargo,’ in two weeks. Ad- 
vance camera units are alreaay 


shooting atmosphere footage in the 
Mother Lode country, Kernville and 
San Francisco. 

Lloyd has borrowed Lionel Barry- 
more from Metro for a featured role. 
Other cast toppers are Joel McCrea, 
Bob Burns and Frances Dee. 


Mr. Cromwell Takes 


Walk on ‘Marco Polo’; 
Archie Mayo Switches 








Hollywood, June 22. 

After the film was four days in pro- 
duction, John Cromwell chucked the 
directorial assignment on ‘Marco 
Polo’ (UA). 

Walkout is said to have occurred 
after story differences with Sam 
Goldwyn. 


$1,500,000 tied up in the production. 
Archie Mayo directs the 

Cooper-‘Polo’ starrer instead, 
ing pulled off ‘Goldwyn Follies, to 
which he was assigned as the first on 
his new five-year exclusive contract. 
If Mayo completes ‘Polo’ in time he 
returns to direct ‘Follies, which is 


wise Goldwyn picks another pilot. 


Cantor to ‘Go to Town’ 


Hollywood, June 22. 





Dinehart. 





‘Rosalie’ to Del Ruth 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Roy Del Ruth has been set to 
direct Metro’s ‘Rosalie,’ with William 
Anthony McGuire at the production 
helm. 
Albertina Rasch will handle dance 
sequences. 





SWEET FOR METRO 
Hollywood, June 22. 
Metro has signed Roxana Spreck- 
els to a term contract. 
Gal is the Coast sugar heiress. 


The director says that on , 
account of the disagreement it was | 
only fair for him to check out of the | 
spot as Goldwyn would have had | 


Gary | 
be- | 


slated for a mid-August start. Other- | 


Cast of principals has been com- | 


pleted for Eddie Cantor's ‘Ali Baba 
Goes to Town’ at 20th-Fox, which 
got the gun yesterday (Mon.), with | 
David Butler at the controls. 

Roster includes Virginia Field, 
June Lang, Roland Young, Tony 
Martin, George Sanders and Alan 


Gone with the Title 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Paramount company filming ‘Ebb 
Tide’ in technicolor is aboard the 
| three-masted schooner Golden Gate 
| cruising around within 50 miles or 








so off Catalina Island getting marine | 


and shipboard shots under super- 
vision of Robert C. Bruce, outdoor 
color expert. 

Cast principals, including Oscar 
Homolka, Frances Farmer, Barry 
Fitzgerald and Director James Ho- 
gan, will go aboard this week-end 
for bounding main sequences. 


GOULDING WILL DO 4 





ON HIS NEW WB PACT | 





Hollywood, June 22. 
Warners has_ pacted 
Goulding to direct four 
with Goulding passing on stories. 
Director recently finished 
Certain Woman,’ with Bette Davis, 
which is virtually a 
'Goulding’s original story, ‘The 
Trespasser,’ made with Gloria Swan- 
son for Producers Distributors Corp. 
several years ago. 





Papal Honor for Farrow 





Hollywood, June 22. 


to be awarded a papal knighthood 
for his writings dealing with the 
Catholic Church, chiefly his volume 
| titled ‘Damien the Leper,’ published 
recently. 

Honor will be conferred by the 
| Most Rev. John J. Cantwell, arch- 
bishop of Los Angeles, in case Far- 
row is unable to go to Rome to re- 
| ceive the title from the hands of 
Pope Pius XI. 


JUVES’ DAY IN COURT 


Geldwyn Contracts Okayed for Six 
Pic Minors 











Los Angeles, June 22. 


Edmund | 
pictures | 


‘That | 


reissue of | 


! 





John Farrow, Warner director, is | 


—— 


When Royalty Goes Layoff It Goes 
H’wood, Usually as Asst. Directors 





Jenkins, Herbert as 
New WB Comic Team 


Hollywood, June 22, 

New comedy team consisting of 
Hugh Herbert and Allen Jenkins is 
ito be developed by Warners with 
hopes for starring brackets for duo. 
First film co-featuring the pair will 
e ‘Shh! Octopus"’ 

George Bricker screenplayed and 
Frank McDonald will direct. Comics 
are setae: as dunderhead dicks. 


Washer Ahead a ‘End,’ 
Creating Pic Precedent; 
To Succeed Lint Wells 


Ben Washer is set to succeed 
Linton Weils as Samuel Goldwyn’s 
New York publicity and advertising 
representative. Wells, vet war cor- 
respondent, whose autobiography, 
‘Blood on the Moon’ (Houghton-Mif- 
flin) is a current best-seller, will de- 
vote himself to a radio series, using 
excerpts from his book. 

Washer has been on a tour of 60 
key cities in advance of ‘Dead End,’ 
which Goldwyn is now completing 
as a. film. Washer also handled 
publicity on the play. 

Idea of doing advance ballyhoo on 
films which are still in production, 
and considerably in advance of their 
release, is part of a new scheme in 
picture merchandising which may 
become a gene val industry policy. 





Goldwyn created it with ‘Dead End’ 
(and it’s a stunt which other com- 
panies are watching closely, 





| Sonja’s 3d on Ice 


Hollywood, June 22. 
| Third 


film for Sonja Henie at 


Half a dozen juvenile players’ con- | 20th-Fox will be ‘Bread, Butter and 


| tracts 
Goldwyn 
| week. 
Virginia Verrill goes into featured 
role in ‘Goldwyn Follies’ on a pact 
that starts at $400 a week with 
options. Bernard Punsley, Gabriel 
Dell, Bobby Jordan, Huntz Hall and 
| Leo Gorcey, New York moppets who 
played in ‘Dead End,’ also won 
| official okay on their agreements. 


in Superior court last 





Crooner Goes Pix 


Jimmy Newill, former vocalist 
with Gus Arnheim’s orchestra, has 
been signed by Grand National for 
pictures. 

First assignment will be as a 
member of James Cagney’s swing 
band in Cagney’s forthcoming mu- 
sical, ‘Something to Sing About.’ 
| Following that Newill will have the 
|lead in a four-picture series based 
jon the exploits of the radio char- 
acter, ‘Renfrew of the Mounted.” 





Messmore Kendall, Major Edward 
Bowes, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and 


Loew’s, Inc., now own the ground 
on which the Capitol theatre, Broad- 
way and 5lst street, N. Y., is situated. 
They own the theatre, of course, 
which is now 20 years old. Deal 
was closed for $1,500,000 for the 
property. It takes effect in Novem- 
ber, this year, when the Cap’s orig- 
inal 21-year leasehold on the site 
expires. 


It develops, with consummation of 
the Loew-Kendall deal for the Cap 
property, that the showmen’s inter- 
est in the Roxy, N. Y., was more or 
les vague and, some aver, a smoke- 
screen in view of a major interest 
in retaining the Capitol as a show- 
ease for Loew pictures. Roxy has 
since gone over into 20th-Fox con- 
trol, 

Loew’s-Kendall, et al., which owns 
the Cap, had been paying $55,000 
per year rental on the ground on 
a 21-year lease from 1926, plus taxes 
and income taxes, which is a pecu- 
liar condition all Wendel property 
deals insists upon. It’s called the 
Wendel Foundation, ever since the 
two recluse sisters died in their 





bands and attractions. © 


Fifth avenue mansion which recent- 


Loew's and Kendall Buy Up Preperty 
Of Capitol, N. Y., in $1,500,000 Deal 


ly became a 5c-$1 novelty store. New 
lease might have cost Loew’s $80,- 
000 per year, net, for a renewal of 
another 21 years. 

During the palaver, Loew-Kendall 
was under the impression that the 
Wendel brokers and attorneys didn’t 
fancy the prospect of being stuck 
with a theatre should they (Loew’s) 
bow out. 

Reality men aver that, by compari- 
son, the Loew-Capitol deal beats the 
20th-Roxy deal because the latter 
company recognizes a mortgage and 
loan of $3,700,000 and the difference 
in capacities is about 1,250 seats. 

Meantime a new complication has 
arisen which may necessitate pay- 
ing a double brokerage fee. This 
crops up from a practice-of the Wen- 
del estate that whenever a bid is 
made for any of their properties the 
present lessee be given knowledge of 
the amount and, if able to meet, that 
lessee gets the preference. That’s 
how Loew’s arrived at the $1,500,000 
| figure when an investing broker 
made such a bid. 

Under the first 21-year lease, 
Loew’s and Kendall own the Capitol 
theatre and share in the profits, 
which arrangement will probably 
continue, . 





were approved for Samuel | Rhythm.’ 


The champ skater will vacash for 
| several months after completing her 
current ‘Thin Ice.’ 





Margo May Resume Terps 
With Jose Iturbi Ballet 


Margo may make a brief return 
sortie into dancing next winter, if 
tentative plans for a legit show for 
Guthrie McClintic do not interfere. 
Jose Hturbi has asked the actress to 
do a pair of ballets, ‘Three Cornered 
Hat’ and ‘Love the Magician,’ with 
the Philadelphia orchestra. She was 
a, dancer before going into pix and 
| legit, but has never done ballet. 

Now in Hollywood, Margo will 
spend a three-week vacation at her 
home in Mexico City during July 
and plans returning to New York in 
the fall. Was set for Samuel Gold- 
wyn’'s ‘Hurricane,’ but stepped out 
when the part was scissored. 





Capra Goes Fishing 


Frank Capra, Columbia producer- 
director, gets in from a European 
vacation this week and goes directly 
to the Thousand Islands’ for some 
fishing at Max Winslow’s shack. 

Capra, when sailing, made mention 
of possibly doing a film abroad, but 
instead it turned out to be a 100% 
vacash. 


Radio Scribs Assigned 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Radio handed out a number of 
writer assignments over last week- 
end. 

Jack Mintz goes on ‘A Love Like 
That’; Allan Scott to ‘An Apple a 
Day’; Jacques Thery scripts ‘They 
Didn't Want Love’; John Twist draws 
‘She Married for Money,’ and Wil- 
liam W. Watson scenarizes ‘She’s 
Got That Swing.’ 


Another ‘Love’ Title 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Radio has set June 28 as starting 
date for ‘A Love Like That’ and 
notched Herbert Marshall and Bar- 
bara Stanwyck into the featured 
spots. 

Film, made from David Garth's 
story, will be directed by Al Santell. 
Charles Kaufman scripted. 











SANDRA STORM SET 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Sandra Storm wins her first fea- 
tured role in Paramount's ‘Sophie 
Lang in Hollywood.’ 
Gertrude Michael tops cast. 











By FRANK SCULLY 
Hollywood, June 22. 
Working formula of tabinets 
abroad seems to be ‘if you don't 
know what to do with a royal re be] 
exile him to Hollywood as an 
sistant director.’ 


aS- 


Studios play ball 


on this one, not because when Age 
riola troubles arise abroad. studio « “—_ 
changes can point out to foreign 
cabinets, from the siudio side at 


least, that money isn’t everything. 

Average pay of these eminent ex. 
iles is $150 a week—less the agent's 
10%. No deal, even a royal flash, 
would be legal without a 10% e1 

Policy has been to absorb any- 
body above the rank of count in a 
working monarchy. Of course. if 
the Duke of Windsor would want 
to bury his past in a studio, the 
price would probably be several cuts 
above that century-and-a-half, but 
Prince Nicholas of Roumania,. also 
a brother of a king and equally mar- 
ried to a commoner, couldn't get any 
more, even if he is related, like the 
Duke, to the present King of Eng- 
land. 

Once on the lot, these uncrowned 
tycoons lose their regal billings 
pretty fast. Prince Sigvard Berna- 
dotte, for instance, who passed up 
his right to the Swedish crown by 


marrying a German commoner, isn’t 
‘prince,’ or even ‘Bernadotte’ on the 
lot, but ‘Siggie.’ 

At first he was at Metro. Louis B. 


Mayer being the unofficial ambas- 
sador on these foreign relations. But 
now Siggie is at Selznick-Interna- 
tional. He wears pin-stripe oxford 
gray suits, which make him look like 
an actor enduring a layoff, but other- 
wise he has no distinguishing marks 


from the run-of-the-mill assistant 
directors. 

William von. Brincken, former 
German consul of San Francisco, 
known as ‘Brinkle,’ isn't rated so 


hot as an exchange pawn because 
(1) nobles are officially off the pay- 
rolls in Germany, and (2) Holly- 
wood is unofficially off the payroll of 
Germany. Town is more anti-Nazi 
than Palestine. 

While it is much easier for a for- 
eign youth who belongs. but can't 
seem to retain the regal routines, to 
get a job as assistant director in 
Hollywood, American youths are not 
barred if their dads have dough 
enough and they really can't be ab- 
sorbed in the old family biz. 

One of these is Robert Guggen- 
heim, assistant director on ‘The Pris- 
oner of Zenda.’ On the lot he’s 
known as ‘Guggie’ to distinguish him 
from a game of the same name. 

On ‘Zenda,’ incidentally, ‘Siggie’ 
Bernadotte is rated as ‘technical ade 
visor’ instead of assistant director 
on account of ‘Zenda’ is all about 
royalty in heart trouble and ‘Siggie’ 
is figured as knowing the right an- 
swers to that one, if no other. 





Harry Puck at Par 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Harry Puck, former legit musical 
comedy juvenile and producer, has 
a staging-production deal with Para- 
mount. He will work with Harlan 
Thompson as his first picture, the 
new ‘Big Broadcast.’ 

This reunites an old partnership 
of former Broadway stage days 
when Thompson wrote books and 
Puck appeared in his musical shows. 





Bea Lillie in Crosby 
Pic for Par Aug. 15 


Beatrice Lillie starts her first 
Paramount assignment Aug, 15. Itll 
be the next Bing Crosby film for 
Emanuel Cohen, crooner’s first ‘out- 
side’ film for Cohen since the latter's 
return to Paramount releasing. 

Crosby-Cohen’s ‘Pennies from 
Heaven’ was for Columbia distribu- 
tion. 

The Lillie-Lahr revue, ‘The Show 
Is On’ at the Winter Garden, N. Y., 
continues for another week, closing 
Saturday (26). Lahr too has film 
commitments. 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Bert Lahr drops out of the cur- 
rent Broadway revue, ‘The Show Is 
On,’ Saturday (26) to leave for Hoel- 
lywood and the Universal lot. Comic 
reports for an assignment in Buddy 
de Sylva’s ‘Merry-Go-Round of 1938, 
which goes before the cameras oP 
July 5. 
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DON'T WAIT FOR 





NBC-RCA Tele Demonstration Again 


Points Up It's Still in the Future 





Television test program Friday 
(18) at the RCA building, N. Y., con- 
ducted by Radio Corp. of America 
and the National Broadcasting Co. 
for the press was the tip-off on the 
course the sight-sound broadcasting 
is to take in the next two or three 
years. It was interesting to theatre 
exhibitors because the experimental 
televistic broadcast showed in more 
ways than one that it would be nine 
to 10 years before television might 
be feasible for theatre use, and then 
of dubious value except as a novelty. 

Set used is comparable to a large- 
size radio outfit, with RCA insignia 
on the front, the only difference be- 
ing that the word ‘television’ is given 
prominence. The small 9 by 12-inch 
picture was reproduced in greenish 
hue with the same fidelity as the 
average 16-millimeter amateur pic- 
ture outfit showing a picture of 
comparable size. Only difference 
was that this picture talked. 

Smallest, practicable talking pic- 
ture projection equipment, and the 
cheapest one, costs $450, without the 
screen or the film essential for use. 
This throws a 5-foot picture on the 
screen. 

Present RCA television set can be 
made for an estimated cost of $400 
and considerably less with produc- 
tion in any sizeable quantity. This 
forecasts the use of these outfits in 
the home, according to television 
experts, who expect other companies 
to become interested in the manu- 
facture of sets at a figure below $400 
a few years hence. 

Home Angle 

Installation in a negligible num- 
ber of homes of these sets is pre- 
dicted in the next two or three years. 
There are some 75 to 100 of these 

(Continued on page 23) 





Paxton Sisters’ H’ wood 
Metamorphosis; Now It’s | 
Jean Dale Gone Warners 


Charlotte, N. C., June 22. 

Virginia Dale, 20-yearrold blonde 
who last month was given a term 
contract by Warner Bros., has 
Started on first screen role in ‘Miss- 
ing Witness.’ Virginia Dale is Char- 
lotte’s Virginia Paxton who, with 
her sister Frances, left the city about 
two years ago for New York. As 
a dancing team, the Paxton Sisters 
were lamped by Darryl F. Zanuck 
of 20th Century-Fox, who first 
brought them to Hollywood where 
they appeared in several pictures. 

Virginia married Dave Gould, 
dance director, but they were di- 
vorced within'a few days. Then it 
was decided to break up the sister 
team. Virginia changed her name 
to Dale. On the strength of a cam- 
era test, there has been another 
change to her name, Warners de- 
Ciding to call her Jean Dale. 


Johnston, Sigler Teamed 
For Gracie Fields Pic 


Monty Banks is prolonging his so- 











? 





journ in Hollywood another four or 


five weeks, before sailing to produce | a 


and direct Gracie Fields’ debut film 
for 20th-Fox, which will be made in | 
London. Meantime Maurice Sigler 
and Arthur Johnston have sailed to 
Teady new songs for this film and for 
a new Jessie Matthews picture for | 
Gaumont-British. 
. on Conrad, who collabed with 
igler on some of the Fields film | 
— is being kept on the Coast | 
a doctor’s orders. Because of 
Jimmy Campbell, head of 
Inephonic Music Corp. of London, | 
Who recently returned to N. Y. from 
gllywood, mated Johnston with | 
igler as a writing team. Latter | 
Sailed for London last Saturday (19) | 
and Campbell sails this Sat. (26). 
on the Fields-20th film, Victor 
icLagien and Adolphe Menjou go 
® London in support. Sam Engel } 
and Phil Dunne did the story. 





‘Brother Rat’ Authors 


Writing Pic Campuser 
Hollywood, June 22. 

David O. Selznick signed John 
Monks, Jr., and Fred F. Kinklehoffe, 
authors of the current Broadway 
hit play, ‘Brother Rat,’ to write a 
story of college life for Selznick In- 
ternational. 

Film will be made in Technicolor 
with William Cameron Menzies and 
Robert Sinclair as  co-directors, 
skeded for fall production. 





Spot in Next Astaire 
Pic for Burns-Allen; 
Ruby Keeler In Also? 


Hollywood, June 22. 

George Burns and Gracie Allen 
wiil be featured in Radio’s next 
Fred Astaire starrer, ‘A Damsel in 
Distress.’ Air comics go over on 
loan from Paramount. 

Ruby Keeler is still being tested 
as Astaire’s vis-a-vis, since she 
bowed out of Warners. 


MEREDITH NO LIKE HIS 
NEW RKO ASSIGNMENT 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Casting switches at RKO shuffled 
Burgess Meredith into the featured 
spot in ‘Don’t Forget to Remember,’ 
opposite Ann Sothern, and John 
Boles into the starring role in ‘Fight 
for Your Lady.’ Meredith recently 
closed in ‘High Tor’ and arrives 
early in July for his film chore. 
Joseph Santley directs ‘Remember,’ 
with Al Lewis producing. 

Ben Stoloff gets the directing as- 
signment on ‘Fight.’ 











Apprised of the Sothern co-star- 
ring story assignment, Meredith 
spoke to his agent, Leland Hayward, 
on the phone from N. Y. and ex- 
pressed himself as not liking the 
story idea. Meredith with his wife, 
Margaret Perry, left for Hollywood 
yesterday (Tues.). 

Meredith’s plans for the fall are 
believed to be still in the air. May 
do a Maxwell Anderson play if one 
the playwright is working on for 
him is finished in time. Other pos- 
sibilities include a Guthrie McClintic 
production, new translation of a 
Pirandello play or an engagement at 
the Old Vic, London. Wants to re- 
turn from the Coast early in the 
fall for rehearsal in whatever is set 
by then. 


There’s Always Somethin’ 
New in the Picture Biz 


Delmar, Cal., June 22. 

When Bing Crosby and his syndi- 
cate open the new Delmar racing 
track season here next month, it will 
introduce a new feature—a photo- 
finish enlargement at the judges’ 
stand. Unlike the camera finishes 
which are quickly developed and 
voted upon by the judges, the new 
invention will permit projection on 
large screen, so that everybody 
can see the photo-finish proper. 

Rapid camera also will permit 
lensing the nags at the quarter, the 
half-mile and into the back stretch, 
as well as at the finale. 





It's a new device which Bogart 
| Rogers, Paramount producer, con- 
| trols. Rogers, among other Holly- 


woodites, is interested in Crosby's 
track syndicate. 


Lil Hellman’s Washup 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Lillian Hellman is washing up her 


| four months writing stint with Sam- 


uel Goldwyn and returns to New 
York. 
Scripter toiled on ‘Dead End’ and 


did polishing job on ‘Marco Polo.’ 


v 





STILL ALONG WAY 


OFF, OMY EXPERTS 


Insiders Claim This Genera- 


TELEVISION 


Schenck and Zanuck Discuss Color, 
Radio, Talent and Other Pix Ideas: 
Cool on Color, Favor Air Bally 





tion Will Never See Visio | 
Commercialized — Stock 


Manipulations? 





JUST CHATTER 





Television talk is just that. 

Hard-boiled engineers and _ insid- 
ers with no stock to peddle and no 
enthusiasms to indulge are of this 
opinion. They see the rumors and 
speculative stories launched by two 
groups: 

a. Business cliques with ultimate 
notions of making a profit through 
stock manipulation; 

b. Individuals who hail the new 
toy with all the zeal of a discoverer. 

Television has at least three major 
engineering hurdles to jump. These 
are so great that one high-ranking 
radio engineer recently informed 
VARIETY that his research and infor- 
mation led him to believe that com- 
mercial television broadcasting 
would not come during this gen- 
eration. 

Technical difficulties include (1) 
the extreme width of the wave- 
length required for good definition; 
(2) high suceptibility of television 
to interference of all kind and (3) 
the limited distance that television 
will carry. 

Even should the engineering be 
straightened out the production or 
showmanship expense of providing 
a schedule of entertainment for an 
hour or two each night is a fiscal 
problem of staggering proportions. 

Many ‘Systems’ 

It is pointed out by the technicians 
that radio has developed along one 
line. There is relatively little change 
—except refinements—in radio of to- 
day over the old ‘radiophone.’ 
Whereas television has already tried 
out and discarded several ‘systems,’ 
the Germans are now puttering 
around with a mirror system, an out- 
growth of the cathode ray. 

Television rumors have _ been 
spread with frequency in the last 
year. It is stated that once the pub- 
lic is whipped up to a state of be- 

(Continued on page 28) 





Berman’s ‘Time’ Quintet 


Pandro Berman is interested in 
five minor players in ‘Having Won- 
derful Time,’ Arthur Kober comedy 
at the Lyceum, N. Y. They are 
Frank Gould, Mona Conrad, Solen 
Burry, Sandra Gould and Shimen 
Ruskin. 

RKO producer is expected east in 
a couple of weeks and is arranging 
to test the five at that time. 
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Meet Von Howard 





London, June 15. 

They have renamed Bill 
Howard at the.Denham studios. 

Appears he drew the room 
previously occupied by Josef von 
Sternberg, which meant the old 
name had to be rubbed out and 
replaced with the Howard 
monniker. But the bloke who 
did the job didn’t wield the 
brush hard enough; left the 
‘Von’ and painted in the name 
‘Howard,’ 


Now, therefore, Denham 
glorifies in a new _  interna- 
tional director, Wm, K,. ‘Von’ 
Howard, 











Tierney’s ‘Irene’ and 
‘Rio Rita’ Chores for 
RKO, Latter a Remake 


Harry Tierney is the latest com- 
poser to join the corps in Holly- 
wood, going there under contract to 
RKO for the filming of ‘Irene,’ in- 
timate musical comedy hit which he 
wrote with Joseph McCarthy. Show 
was presented in 1919 at the Vander- 
bilt, N. Y., and established the run 
record for that house. Film version 
for which Tierney will add new 
numbers to the original score, will 
have Ginger Rogers in the name 
part, ; 


Arrangement with RKO also calls 
for the author to work on a new 
score for ‘Rio Rita’ which will be 
filmed with Irene Dunne in the lead. 
This too was made once before by 
RKO. 


WHEN AGENT BITES 
AGENT—LOOK OUT! 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Smaller agents are banding to- 
gether working out a campaign to 
resist encroachments of biggies in 
the 10% biz. Big fish are forming 
a mutually protective body with sole 
voting power restricted to them- 
selves, and little fellows allowed 
the privilege of accepting protective 
membership. 

Small fry, however, will have no 
voice in the conduct of affairs relat- 
ing to agent welfare in dealings 
with clients and producers. Talking 
of one important agent about what's 
going to happen to minor agents has 
the latter burned to a crisp. 














Who'll Be Chief? 


Pic Writers Want to Play Along But Split on 
Leadership 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Preliminary skirmishing was still 
the order last week in maneuvering 
of the Screen Writers Guild and 
Screen Playwrights, Inc., for the 
right to represent Hollywood writers 


in coilective bargaining with 
producers. 
Anthony Veiller, chairman of | 


SWG’s membership committee, re- 


+ 


| 


ported success in the drive for new | 


discuss further negotiations with the 
National Labor Relations Board and 
the Authors League of America. 
Leonard S. Janofsky, SWG _ at- 
torney, is skeded to present a con- 


stitutional amendment at Wednesday | Marshall directing. Cast toppers 
night meeting providing for the|besides the Ritzes, are Phyllis 
granting by the Authors League, of | Brooks, Joan Davis, Joan Marsh and | 


autonomy to the local SWG 





Ritzes’ 20th-Fox Trio 


Hollywood, June 22. 





Ritz Bros. were handed a new con- | 
the | tract for one year at 20th-Fox yester- 
| day (Mon.) with a substantial hike | 


in pay. 
Agreement is for three pictures a 


set as ‘Moonstruck.’ 





‘Life Begins in College,’ formerly | 
been set to! 


‘Pigskin Parade,’ has 
go at 20th-Fox around July 1, with 
Harold Wilson producing and George 


the Brewster twins. 


> 





By ABEL GREEN 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Looking ahead and reviewing the 
immediate past, Joseph M. Schenck 
and Darryl Zanuck, head men at 
20th-Fox here, have their own ideas 
on color, radio in relation to films, 
filmusicals, new faces, dualing, etc. 

Neither can see color as an inevit- 
able ‘must,’ despite the local hulla- 
baloo arising from enthusiastic ad- 


vance reports on Walter Wanger’s 
*Vogues.’ 
Zanuck is committed to filmusicals 


on a one-a-amonth basis. With it 
comes the thought that new faces 
and new box-office potentials must 
arise from that. Supplementing this, 
Schenck contributes the observation 
that the Zanuck program of new 
faces in filmusicals has created a 
number of b.o, potentials from the 
ranks. Heretofore, relatively ob- 
scure recruits from radio, vaudeville 
and niteries, among these are the 
Ritz Bros., Alice Faye, Tony Martin, 
Don Ameche, Dixie Dunbar and 
Jack Haley among others. 
Vaude In Pix 

Zanuck and Schenck both see the 
future of vaudeville on the screen, 
and point to the roster of minor 
people whom they’ve spotted into 
the succession of filmusicals. Past 
year’s parade of 20th-Fox tunefilms 
are studded with an array of vaude- 
ville recruits. 

On the subject of vaude, Joe 
Schenck, with his show biz back- 

(Continued on page 71) 





Faye Draws Harlow 
Role in ‘Old Chicago’; 
Remaking ‘Saratoga’ 





Hollywood, June 22. 

Definite decision was announced 
last week by Darryl Zanuck to place 
Alice Faye in the ‘In Old Chicago’ 
role, vacated by the death of Jean 
Harlow, at 20th-Fox, 

Film went into work with the fol- 
lowing cast: Alice Brady, Andy De- 
vine and Tom Brown borrowed from 

niversal; Tyrone Power, Don 
Ameche, Virginia Fields and Phyllis 
Brook. Location units shot atmos- 
phere footage at Modesto and Yuma 
last week. 

Plans for reshooting ‘Saratoga,’ in- 
terrupted by Jean Harlow’s death, 
are going ahead at Metro with sev- 
eral femme players undergoing tests 
for Miss Harlow’s role. Film v.a3 
around 80% completed. 


LOMBARD’S ONE-A-YEAR 
ON SELZNICK CONTRACT 


Hollywood, June £2. 

Carole Lombard has signatured an 
agreement to make one picture a 
year for Selznick International, pact 
not including her current assignment 
in ‘Nothing Sacred.’ Deal also is 
separate from her Paramount con- 
tract. : 

Miss Lombard’'s initialer for S-I 
will be ‘Of Great Riches,’ Rose 
Franken story to be made in techni- 
color. 


Turning the Other Cheek 


Hollywood, June 22. 
John Balderston js screenplaying 














|‘He Who Gets Slapped’ for remake 
| at Metro. 

members. Directors skeded a meet-| Year, first of which will be ‘Life Be- | 
ing for tomorrow night (Wed.) to! gins at College.’ Second is tentatively 


Film was done as a silent. 





Dick Barrie Joins M.C.A. 
Lincoin, June 22. 
Dick Barrie orchestra and Anita 
Boyer, left Frederick Bros., Kansas 
City bookers, with date here at the 
Turnpike Casino, and immediately 
joined MCA. 
Will be routed in Pittsburgh terri- 
tory first under the new banner, 


ee 
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Lefty Runs a Medley of Reels 
And Fans Vote It His Best Pic 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., June 22. 
Dear Joe: 
Business is a little better, but I've got to use all my showmanship to 
get it. I’m still having trouble with the picture exchange. Pargold 
offered me their ‘Markee Winner’ at 50% of the gross. I offered them 
100% if they didn’t send a checker with it. 


I am trying all kinds of ideas to get business I ran an ad on the 
screen telling the folks that a free ticket would be given to anyone 
that would bring something shiney. The men customers wore blue serge 


suits that night and we took in $2.35 gross with the tax. I also tried 
that two-for-one admish policy and a woman who had a pass asked if 
it was good for two admissions. This sure is a cheap town. 

Last Thursday I gave a big beautiful lamp away to the holder of the 
lucky ticket and as luck would have it, Aggie won it...because she had 
most of the tickets...so we’re going to put it up again next week... 
only with a different shade. I got two shades for the lamp because I 
figured something like that might happen. 

Me and Aggie have opened a dancing school in the mornings. Toe 
and tap...Aggie can still stand on her toes, but not for long. We already 
have 7 kids in the class taking toe and I'm learning Mr. Varney, the 
banker, how to tap dance. He sez he just wants to know a routine for 
parties. He’s about 50 years old and has a bad ticker, so I’m taking it 
easy with him. It wouldn’t be much of an ad for us if he should pass 
out while taking a lesson. But Aggie sez those bankers are very hare 
to kill. You very seldom hear of bankers. dying. I guess they want 
to evade the inheritance tax. Aggie now calls me Wayburn...she still 
sez it sarcastically. 

I got a letter the other day from a Unit that wants to play my 
house. They call themselves ‘Remnants of 1937.’ They’re wild-catting 
through this territory. If-I play them they would have to dress in my apart- 
ment upstairs over the theatre, because we only have two rooms back 
stage and they’re so small that the only thing can dress in ’em would 
be a flea act. Maybe the natives will go for fiesh...they look like a lot 
of meat eaters. 

Last Wednesday the exchange made a mistake and sent me three reels 
of one picture and two reels of another. My operator ran ’em off and 
no one noticed it was two different pictures until the last show. And 
the funny part of it is the customers said it was the best picture I’ve 
had so far. There’s a local boy in town that plays cornet and another 














guy who does magic; they want to go 


on some night. I gave them a try-out 


yesterday morning and they can both be used as stink bombs...but 
I don’t have to pay them anything and they will pack the house, be- 
cause they got a lot of relatives and friends. Aggie sez they will just 
have their relatives left because they will lose their friends after they 


see them on the stage. 
Well, give my best to the few 
an m.c. job in the Catskills. SEZ 


boys who are left that didn’t take 


Your Pal, 
Lefty 


P.S. I had my theatre insured. Now I wish somebody would give me 


a fire for my birthday. 








NW Allied Prez Miffed by Nix From 
Prods. on His Roundtable Ideas 





Minneapolis, June 22. 

It now looks as though producing 
companies are cold toward the pro- 
posal of W. A. Steffes, chairman of 
the national Allied States’ defense 
committee, for a roundtable confer- 
ence between them and the inde- 
pendent exhibitors’ representatives 
io attempt to settle present trade 
differences and render unnecessary 
further efforts to obtain remedial 
national, state and local legislation. 


Steffes’ invitations went out by 
special delivery mail more than two 
weeks ago. Thus far, however, only 
one acceptance—from Al Lichtman 
of Metro—has been received. The 
other producing company executives 
apparently are ignoring Steffes’ pro- 
posed ‘peace conference.’ At least, 
they even haven’t replied yet to the 
Steffes’ letters outlining his plan to 
wrathy. 


If the conference failed to mate- 
rialize or proved unsuccessful in 
bringing about compromise agree- 
ments on disputed points, Steffes in- 
timated that national Allied and its 
affiliated bodies would continue to 
harass the producers by instigating 
Jaws in Congress, state legislatures 
and local law-making bodies aimed 
at the producers’ objectionable trade 
practices, The employment by North- 
west Allied States last week of J. P. 
Devaney, noted lawyer and leading 
political figure in Minnesota, is in- 
terpreted as a step in the latter di- 
rection. 

Steffes, recently elected president 
of Northwest Allied States, is losing 
hope that the ‘peace conference’ wil! 
eventuate. He says, however, that 
while he’s disappointed he’s not sur- 
prised. 


Steffes had indicated that national | 
Allied and its affiliated bodies might | 


be ready to lay off further divorce- 
ment legislation and refrain from 
fighting for theatre chain tax bills 
if the producers would agree to aid 
in halting invasion and circuit ex- 
pansion and make some concessions 


on zoning, percentage pictures and] revised arrangement will be ‘Public. 


film prices, 


4 





U. S. Says Laughton’s 
Income Tax Ruse Will 
Involve Other Pixites 


Washington, June 22. 
Charles Laughton, British screen 
star, was the. first of several film 


personalities reported due for spot- 
lighting as income tax dodgers. 
Treasury Department officials last 
week told a Congressional investi- 
gating committee how the player of 
hardboiled roles had lightened his 
financial] burden by using a loophole 
in the U. S. revenue laws. 


While no law violation was 
charged, Revenuers declared Laugh- 
ton typified the group of individuals 
who are ducking their moral obliga- 
tions and setting a bad example in 
efforts to skip the tax-collector. 
Other Hollywood names are said to 
be due for disclosure later, with both 
executives and talent reputedly in 
bad standing at the Treasury. 


Laughton was onc of the growing 
group of people who have found out 
how to cut tax bills by creating 
holding companies to take title to 
their wealth, Chief Investigator 
Elmer Irey told the House-Senate 
group. He set up a British corpora- 
tion to receive his Hollywood pay- 
checks and then to pay him a salary 
on which the U. S. could not im- 
pose income levies. Admitting the 
procedure probably is ‘perfectly 
legal,’ Irey said by this means the 
screen star was able to duck paying 
the government on the basis of $190,- 
280 which he earned for appearing 
in U. S. films in 1935. He drew a 
| $20,000 salary from his English hold- 
' ing company. 


| High in the Saddle 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Republic has rewritten Gene 
Autry’s ticket with a hiked paycheck 
and also boosted budgets on the 
chirping cowhand’s films. 
First one to be made under the 











Cowboy No. 1,’ starting this week. 


Incorporations 


NEW YORK 





Albany. 
Reckwell-O’ Keefe Artists Bureau, Ine., 


Manhattan; theatrical business; capital 
stock, 100 shares, no par value. Incor- 
porators: Rudolph IL, Londner, Arnold 


Dresden, Nathan Bilsky, all of 565 Fifth 
avenue, New York City. 

Misman Theatrical Corp., Kings; the- 
atrical business; capital stock, 206 
shares, $100 par value. Incorporators: 
Nettie Dubin, George W. Brodsky, Harry 
Gassman, all of 1 East 42nd street, New 
York City. 

deseph Vascancellos, Ine., New York; 
theatrical business; capital stock, 100 
shares, $100 par value. Incorporators: 
Joseph Vuasconcellos, 211-15 56th street, 


Bayside, L. I.: Anne Feehan, 783 Ninth 
avenue, New York City; Harry J, Me- 
Dermott, 649 Prospect place, Brooklyn. 

Gay Nineties Amusement Enterprises, 
Ine., Manhattan theatrical business; 
capital stocl 100 shares, no par value. 
Incorporato: William Heilwell, 57 
East 54th street, New York City; Evelyn 
Groves Hardy, 400 East 57th street, New 
York City: Emma Shnipper, 41 East 
42nd street, New York City. 

Pitkin Amusement Corp., Kings: the- 
atrical business cavdital stock, 10 shares, 
no pat value, Incorporators: Milly 
Adellane 542 Hopkinson avenue, Brook- 
lyn; Irving Richman, &34 Schenectady 
avenue, Brooklyn: Ambrosio Costobello, 
35 Hinsdale street, Brooklyn. 

Roosevelt Theatre Corp., New York; 
theatrical business: capital stock, 10 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Gertrude Schorr, 2007 62nd street, 
Brooklyn: Marion Scohen, 1110 Canton 
avenue, Broeklyn: Lilyan Manilla, 707 
West 171st street. New York City. 

Brown & Henderson Music Corp., Man- 
hattan; musie publishing business; 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value, 
Incorporator: Sidney William Watten- 
berg, Irving Bayer. L. E. Dresser, all of 
551 Fifth avenue. New York City. 

Reade Hudson Amusements, Inc., Hud- 
son; theatrical business: capital stock, 
100 shares, $100 par value. [Incorpora- 
tors: Henry H Frieder and William 
Grossman, beth of Columbia street, Hud- 
son, N. Y¥.:; Walier Reade, 701 Seventh 
avenue, New York City. Subscribers, 
Marion Lehrfield, Eva M. Chadnow, 
Sylvia Whitman, all of 363 Seventh ave- 
nue. New York City, 

Milton Stiefel Co., TIne., Manhattan; 
theatrical business; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value, Incorporators: 
Bertha Stiefel. Irving Stiefel, Milton 
Stiefel, all of 41-25 160th street, Flush- 
ing. L. I 


Sequame Colony, Ine., Babylon, L. I.; 
restaurants, amusement resorts, etc.; 
capital stock, 200 shares, $100 par value. 


Incorporators: Joseph M. Goldberg, 24 
Vernon avenue, Brooklyn: Hyman 
Shendelman, 155 Pulaski street, Brook- 
lyn; Dorothy Chester, 647 West 169th 
street, New York City. 

Pakatakan Theatres, Ime., Oneida; 
theatrical business; capital stock, 206 
shares, no par value, Incorporators: 
Myron J. Kallet, Madison Theatre build- 
ing, Oneida, N. ¥.; William T. MacNeilly, 
370 Earl avenue, Oneida, N. Y.; Sidney 
J. Kallet, 2403 East Genesee. street, 
Syracuse, N. Y. Subscribers, Alexander 
L. Saul, 2403 East Genesee street, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y.; Celia Saul, 1305 East Gene- 
see street, Svracuse, N. Y.; Alice M. 
Armstrong, 159 Hudson street, Syracuse, 
N. ¥ 


Change in Name 


Trans-Lux Daylight Pieture Screen 


Cerp. of Delaware, to Trans-Lux Cor- 
pération. 
CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 


Leon Schlesinger Corp. of L. A.; capital 


stock, 100 shares: none subscribed. Di- 
rectors: Leon Schiesinger, Raymond G. 
Kats, Berenice K. Schlesinger, Morris 


Gus 8S. Schiesinger. 
of dissolution of Bel-Cal 


Sehlesinger, 

Certificate 
Theatre Corp. 

Certificate of agreement of merger by 
and. between Hearst Publications, Inc., 
the surviving corporation, City and 
County of San Francisco, and Evening 
Herald Publishing Co., Los. Angeles. 

Certificate of amended copy changing 
name of Norman Prescott-Jesie Sedg- 
wick and Associates, Ine., City of Los 
Angeles, to Josie Sedgwick-Ray West and 
Associates, Ine. 

TEXAS 
Austin. 

Amarillo Broadcasting Corp., Amarillo; 
radio broadcasting: capital stock, $2,500, 
Incorporators: C. S& Gooch, S. C. Gooch, 
H. B. Gooch, 


Justice Devaney 
Important Aide 
To NW Allied Unit 





Minneapolis, June 22. 

With the employment of J. P. Da- 
vaney as cousel, Northwest Allied 
States is believed to have placed 
itself in a position to wage a mure 
aggressive campaign than ever 
against invasion and circuit expan- 
sion and against trade practices al- 
legedly unfair to independent exhi- 
bitors. 

Devaney recently resigned as chief 
justice of the state supreme court 
after serving for nearly four years. 
He is one of Minnesota’s leading law- 
yers and peoltical figures and has 
been mentioned as a possible U. S. 
supreme court appointee. 


President W. A. Steffes, who signed 
the contract with Devaney, an- 
nounced that the latter also would 
be a member of the organization’s 
executive committee for one year 
and would ‘act‘in an advisory capac- 
ity on the executive committee as 
well as general counsel. Among Mr. 
Devaney’s other duties will be that 
of enlisting. public aid and sentiment 
for the .passage of the Neely-Pettin- 
gill block .bgoking bill as well as 





assisting in bringing about state and 
(Continued on’ page‘ 23) 


Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 


Kees eee 





——==3 


Stylish Kay Amidst Sandsterms 

Everybody in ‘Another Dawn’ suffers from a stiff upper lip, which 
may be why everybody in ‘Another Dawn’ is crazy to die. Because just 
before they fold up, they see the angels and then their lips relax int 
a happy smile, which must be terrific relief. 4 — 

So everybody’s' so eager to get popped off by Arab snipers 
double-cross each other only for a chance to get in range. Com 
soldier and officer alike are obsessed with the urge to be targets, thou h 
as befits their superior station, the officers’ urge has some high-clas 
complications provided by Miss Kay Francis. oe 

Officers Errol Flynn and lan Hunter are very sensitive, and the 
natural British yen to stop bullets with their persons may very well be 


they 
mon 


increased by an unconscious desire to be dead before the prophetie 
fashions Miss Francis wears become universal. 
Ardently searching the horizon—because she’s supposed to be a deep 


one—Miss Francis pretends she doesn’t know what she’s got on, but 
there aren’t many people who have Miss Francis’ ability to be unaware 
of what she chooses not to be aware of. So, while she’s having a soul 
she’s also got a mess of draperies, the very latest thing for desert peep 
storms. So late, in fact, that nobody ever thought of them before. fier. 
ing, with stodgy practicality, thet a sand storm is enough trouble without 
a lot of silken stuffs swirling around. But Miss Francis’ floating scarves 
dervish skirts and feather capes do have a certain merit, ballooning in 
the sirocco; watching them sort of hypnotizes people, and keeps 


e . . . th 
minds off the spiritual things she says. asi 
Dorethy Lamour a la Edgar Bergen 
A rigorously dark-haired cast stalks through “The Last Train from 


Madrid,’ and with this detail observed, the production wipes out its ree 
sponsibility to Spain. 

But, in grabbing for its own purposes the word ‘Madrid’ and al] its 
urgent connotations—and then doling out a bunch of dark-haired actors 
mooning over some contemptibly familiar meller situations—the picture 
is no more guilty of false dealing than lots of great big righteous nations, 
Besides, Spain’s awfully busy right now, so it wouldn’t do Holly wood 
much good to coquette with the Spanish picture market anyway. 

Leading the roster of dark-haired actors there is Dorothy Lamour, who 
used to be a panther woman and child of nature, and who has now 
become a dramatic actress. Miss Lamour takes the change very solemnly, 
In the transition they developed a new mouth make-up for her, a sort 
of sensuous enlargement, which Miss l.amour is careful not to disturb. and 
so she speaks through immobile lips, like a ventriloquist that broods. 

Miss Lamour parts her dark hair in the middle; Gilbert Roland does 
his in a crisp, shiny pompadour, and his shirt collars are cut in a deep V 
in front, which is romantic even if it does display his powerful neck, 
well, unselfishly. Sweet little Helen Mack is painted up to be—to her 
great surprise—a painted lady; Karen Morley, the lone blonde in the 
picture, because she is a French adventuress who isn’t doing so good, 
has always been earnest and conscientious, and works at being mysterious 
the same way. Olympe Bradna is an ingenue with extra give; and Lionel 
Atwill has the time of his life at least, glowering, menacing and being a 
very terror of a Commandanie except when nobody’s looking, and he 
can let the audience see that deep within his consistently expanded chest 
their murmurs a softies heart. 

Zanuck—And Pure Wimmen! 

The way Zanuck films lock at it, the battle of the sexes is no namby- 
pamby struggle for mental domination. Mercy no! It’s the real thing, a wild 
fight for physical supremacy. in which the button’s located, the kisser 
ground with grapefruit, noses are broken, wrists twisted, eyes gouged, 
pants kicked, and ‘uncle’ cried. 

Since in these films it is always the ladies who are on the receiving end, 
the Zanuck interpretation has won a large and loyal following of gentle- 
men, many of whom are the same timid souls who yell the loudest at the 
prizefights. Yet it must not be supposed that all the ladies in Zanuck 
films are knocked out, for there are always two, somebody’s mother and 
somebody’s girl, who escape unmolested by staying up on their pedestals 
—where their overwhelming purity, virtue, docility, and the Zanuck films 
beautiful reverence for a good woman, in the old-fashioned way has lifted 
them. 

For the Zanuck films, for all the slugging they mete out to womankind, 
really and truly worship a good woman, It is only that they are skeptical 
of their numbers in proportion to the population. Though the Zanuck 
films would do anything to a bad woman, they would also do anything 
for a good woman—but a good woman, it grieves them to disclose, is hard 
to find. So rare and so hallowed, indeed, that even the most bestial ‘Slave 
Ship’ sailor would not dream of ruffling a hair of Elizabeth Allan’s sweetly 
coiffed head. (Miss Allan is ‘Slave Ship’s’ good woman, and there is no 
mutineer so low, so abandoned, so dastardly, that he doesn’t know it 
straight off.) Always the sentimentalist, thus associate producer Nunally 
Johnson admires and preserves the Zanuck touch. : 

‘Slave Ship’ stints on nothing, neither villainy, suspense, Wallace Beery's 
adorableness, Miss Allan's unassailability, nor expense; and so ‘Slave Ship’ 
carries more colored folk in its hold than the Normandie can carry pas- 
sengers. The oil used to make their bodies gleam with sweat must exhaust 
a champion gusher, and the lashings they get while they huddle quietly 
not doing a single thing that could explain why they’re being whipped, 
should suffice to satisfy all the dear little kiddies in the world. 

Greucho’s Stoic and Stalwart Straight Woman 

There ought to be a statue erected, or a Congressional Medal awarded, 
or a national holiday proclaimed, to honor that great woman, Margaret 
Dumont, the dame who takes the raps from the Marx Bros. For she is 
of the stuff of which our pioneer women were made, combining in her 
highly indignant person, Duse, stalwart oak, and Chief Fall Guy—a lady 
of epic ability to take it, a lady whose mighty love for Groucho is a saga 
of devotion, a lady who asks but little and gets it. 

Disappointment can’t down her. nor perfidy shake her faith. Always 
she comes back for more though slapsticks have crippled her, custard 
pies spattered her trusting face. Surrounded by brothers who are surely 
a little odd, she does not think so. To her, her world of Marx Bros.’ 
pictures is rational, comprehensible, secure. Calmly she surveys it, with 
infinite resource she fights to keep on her feet in it. Equally ready for 
amorous dalliance or hair-pulling, for Groucho’s sudden tender moods oF 
base betrayal, all her magnificent qualities are on display again in ‘A 
Day at the Races,’ where once again her fortitude is nothins human. It’s 
god-like. 





KITTY CLANCY’S ‘LOVE’ | KID GROWS UP 
oe Hollywood, June 22. Hollywood, June 22. 
‘Ca ack Love’ is being readied Columbia has si eke 
| s signed Scotty Beck 
by Emanuel Cohen as the next as-' , kid player ar a featured part 
ae for four-year-young Kitty ;, “Life Begins With Love.’ 
ancy. . ‘ 
M finished in Metre s 
_ Yarn, by Rose Franken and Wil- ‘aa + ares ary 
liam Brown Meloney, ran serially in) ; 
}Collier’s mag. 








——$— Seymour, Indizna, Dates 


Consolidated has signed to book 
BIBERMAN’S PAR CHORE 


\the Waco pavilion, resort spot near 
Hollywood, June 22. | Seymour, Ind., for the summer. 
Paramount has assigned Herbc,.; Lee Bennett opens there July 9-22, 
Eiberman to direct ‘Prison Farm.’ -idaurice Sherman follows from July 
Louis Stevens and True Boardmen } 23 to Aug. 6, with Tweet Hogan © 
are whipping the script into shape. | ihird crew. , 
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SEC. Uses Par Reorganization as 
‘Example’ for Congress to Tighten 


Up on Prot.-Committees in Future 





Washington, June 22. 

Connection betwen bankers and 
old Paramount in reorganization 
matters was rapped by Securities and 
Exchange Commission Monday (21) 
in a report suggesting Congress 
tighten up on composition and ac- 
tivities of protective committees. 

Following up prior complaints, 
S.E.C. experts questioned need for 
and value of protective bodies in 
many reorganizations, asserted con- 
flicts of interest often occur, pointed 
to opportunities for conspiracy and 
selfish interest, and burned Kuhn, 
Loeb & Co. and their Par director- 
partner, Sir William Wiseman. 
Lengthy report was filled with addi- 
tional references to investigation of 
the film company housecleaning. 

As in previous installments, the 
S.E.C. group mostly passed indirect 
and roundabout criticism of per- 
gonalities involved in the Par affair 
but on several points directly de- 
nounced the bankers for their atti- 
tude toward important moral and 
ethical questions typified in the film 
company muddle. The entire report 
questioned whether representatives 
of management and of bankers are 
entitled to places on protective com- 
mittees, raising the point that such 
individuals frequently fail to make 
conscientious efforts to help invest- 
ors. 


With the assertion that in many 


. Teorganizations there seems to have 


been little appraisal of the qualifi- 
cations of the old management, the 
S.E.C. said that Par affords a 
‘graphic illustration of the type of 
management policies and activities 
which should be examined in any re- 
organization.’ One of the principal 
points made by the Commish was 
that management forced Hertz to 
leave the board, thus thwarting his 
efforts to stamp out nepotism and 
curb extravagance. 

Negligence of various protective 
groups, notably those dominated by 
or created through inspiration of 
Kuhn, Loeb, to press charges pre- 
ferred by stockholders, drew com- 
ment. The Commish remarked that 
these groups failed to take any ac- 
tive steps in investigating or urging 
suits against the management or the 
bankers, adding, ‘Action less than 
this under the circumstances is not 
a full discharge of a protective com- 
mittee’s obligations to investors.’ 

Sir William Wiseman’s presence 
in inner councils of the reorganizers 
was the topic upon which most S.E.C. 
emphasis was placed. Report point- 
ed out that the Kuhn, Loeb partner’s 
Presence had been protested for 
months before he finally resigned. 
said critically that his withdrawal 


. Was not in deference to these kicks, 


and turned fire on Kuhn, Loeb’s 
financial operations in Par during 
the overhauling process. 

The Kuhn, Loeb market operations 
in Paramount paper in 1933-34 in- 
furiated the S.E.C., which appeared 
unsatisfied by explanations that the 
purchases of bonds and deposit cer- 
tificates were inspired by desire to 
make a long-range investment and 
which challenged the theory that si- 
multaneous purchases and sales were 
in an effort to maintain a ‘stable’ 
market. The report pointed out that 
the brokerage firm’s speculation 
netted a profit of $334,995, and called 
attention to the fact that during this 
period Sir William was sitting in o 
Committee proceedings as well a: 
conferring frequently with the trus- 
tees, 

Considerabie mention was made of 

€ stock bonuses paid execs and the 
Sale of part of these rewards to 
Kuhn, Loeb. Questioning whether 
it was justifiable to allot 12 insiders 
139,800 shares far below the market 
Value, the Commish reviewed in de- 
tail this part of the Par history. Re- 
Port emphasized that the paper was 
Brabbed up by the fair-haired execs 
When the market price was mate- 
rally higher than the amount they 
_? giving them a paper profit at 
he start of $3,320,250, Sale of 12,250 








Flacks Into News Guild 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Studio publicists will be invited 
to join the Los Angeles Newspaper 
Guild with full membership privi- 
leges. 


Newspaper admen, biz office work- 





ers and circulation men also admit- | 


ted to membership on same basis as 
editorial staff. 


PAR; NON-DELIVERY 


Columbus, June 22. 

Pete J. Wood, secretary of the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners of Ohio, 
has sent invitations to 24 exhibitors’ 
organizations to send representatives 
to Washington Thursday (24) to at- 
tend a meeting to decide action to 
be taken against Paramount for fail- 
ure to deliver seven pictures al- 
legedly promised in 1937 work sheet. 

In communications to exhibitors, 
Wood suggested a sit-down strike of 
4,000 independent theatres against 
Par. 


TALK LOEW-F&M POOL 
ON MISSOURI, ST. LOO 


St. Louis, June 22, 

Talk here has Loew’s taking over 
the Missouri, now in hands of Fan- 
chon & Marco. Presumably, Missouri 
would go second-run or continued- 
run policy. If it happens, this will 
alter this town’s operating setup and 
outlook. Loew’s now has the State. 

Another angle is for Loew’s to join 
in the operation of the Missouri. 
That’s where the continued-run angle 
would come in. 














All Set Now for Skouras 
To Take Over Fox, Detroit 


Detroit, June 22. 

Final decree approving reorg plan 
for Fox theatre here, handed down 
last week by Federal Judge Ernest 
O’Brien, opens way for National 
Theatres (Skouras) to take over con- 
trol of house sometime between 
Aug. 15 and Sept. 1. Court had in- 
formally okayed plan several weeks 
ago, but technical changes in setup 
of new Fox Michigan Corp., which'll 
be controlled by Skouras and oper- 
ates local spot, delayed the fina! de- 
cree. 


Slow process of organizing new | 


company is expected to require 
couple of months, but it’s figured 
everything will be in readiness for 
National to step in at least by Sept. 
1. There’s also the possibility of an 
appeal from the okay by minority 
stockholders, but this is considered 
improbable in view of the heavy cost 
entailed. 


FBT Washed Up 


Last vestige of Film Boards of 
Trade will be wiped out in the next 
few weeks. Old matters handled by 
these boards then will be strictly 
left up to the local branch managers 
for settlement since there is no im- 
mediate prospect of the Conciliation 
Plan of the Motion Picture Theatres 
Owners of America being placed in 
effect. 

The film boards have been virtu- 








ally inactive since 1930, when an 
adverse court ruling took away 
much of their authority. 





shares to Kuhn, Loeb by Zukor, Jesse 
Lasky, Sidney Kent, Sam Katz and 
Ralph Kohn, giving the brokerage 
house a profit of $290,937. 


EXIGENCIES NOT 





tain- Type Mellers An- 
swered by Key-City Book- 
ing Setups — Must Rush 
Through All 
Can’t Stagger It—Loan- 
out Stars Further Compli- 
cates Matters 








H’WOOD ANGLE ALSO 


The answer to sameness in prod- 
| uct and the charge that circuits are 


the picture print situation, major 
exhibitor observers and circuit of- 
ficials contended this week. This in 


setup on the Coast, they aver. 


Situation which forces the booker 
of an exchange to clear a whole cir- 


in the shortest possible time natural- 
ly puts the same feature in numer- 
ous houses at the same time. The 
producing lineup often spots the 
same star in a different picture in a 
competitive house and more often 
deluges a certain locale with mu- 
sicals, a flock of melodramas or a 
large group of comedies at the same 
time. 

Average big exchange, as in New 
York, must clear 60 pictures through 
its offices each year. With a large 
major circuit booked for the same 
picture, it means that the booker 
must push the feature through on 
| virtually the same date because the 
'local circuit has 250 playing days. 
|If the engagement were split up to 
| give the circuit variety in the matter 
of films, it would require 60 to 90 
days to clear. Result is that the 
circuit is booked solid so that other 
(competitive) houses may have the 
picture. 

Major’ representatives absolve 
bookers of blame for this sameness 
of product, because he can’t follow 
his own inclinations. Typical ex- 
ample is that of having 10 pictures 


(Continued on page 31) 





THIN CONTROL 


Flood of Musicals or Cer- | 


Product— | 


cuit in one exchange’s city territory | 


F PIX ANALYZE 
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| Set ‘High, Wide’ 2-a-Day 





Hollywood, June 22. 

Paramount has booked ‘High, Wide 
|and Handsome’ into the Carthay 
|Circle here, as a roadshow at- 
|traction opening Aug. 4, following 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th), which 
| opens this Friday (25). 
| It’s set two-a-day at the Astor, 
|N. Y., opening July 21. 


MAY AMUS. TAX 


too highly mechanized is found in | 


INCOME DIPPED 


turn is wrapped up in the producing | 


~ UNDER APRIL 


Washington, June 22. 
Although still pacing 1936, admis- 
|}sions tax revenues slid in May, 
| Treasur;* reported Monday (21), re- 
| vealing contra-seasonal dip in theatre 
| business during April. 

Collections last month hit $1,537,- 
119, a rise of $218,354 over the figure 
for the same month of 1936, but 
down $52,563 under the April take. 
Total for 1937 is $7,645,237, or nearly 
$1,000,000 better than last year. Each 
month this year has been better than 
the same frame of 1936, although the 
Treasury has witnessed month-to- 
month drops in three of the first five 
stanzas, 


WB Studioites Organize 
For 40-Hr. Week, Tilts, Etc. 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Warner’s studio office workers 
drew up by-laws at a meeting Mon- 
day (21), which calls for a 40-hour 
week and a 15% wage hike. 

Also demanding straight time for 
overtime and promotion from within 
ranks, Earl Davis elected president. 











Acquisition by United Artists The- 
atre Circuit (Joe Schenck, president) 
of a 50% interest in the Robb & 
Rowley chain in the southwest is ex- 
pected to lead to a sale of the other 
50% at a later date to UA or to other 
parties, with Harold B. Robb and E. 
H. Rowley retiring from show busi- 


ness entirely. They are known to 
want to step out and, it is presumed, 
if disposing of the other 50% inter- 
est retained by them, that UA will 
get first call. Paramount or some of 
its partners may also be considered 
in such an event, notably the Karl 
Hoblitzelle-Bob O’Donnell combina- 
tion which operates in the R. & R. 
territory. 


Figure for which UA obtains a half 
interest in the Robb & Rowley the- 
atres in Texas and Oklahoma num- 
bering close to 60, but excluding 
four houses in Little Rock in 
which Par is interested. is de- 
clared to be well over $2,000,000. 
Whether or not it carries with it a 
positive option for acquisition by UA 
of the other remaining 50% has not 


may exist with UA in that connec- 
tion in view of the desire of Robb 
and Rowley to retire from active op- 
eration of theatres. 


R. & R. to Operate 


Under the deal granting a 50% in- 
‘terest to UA, Robb and Rowley con- 
tinue in complete charge of their 





been indicated, but an understanding | 


VA's 50% Buy-In on R. & R. Augurs 
Latter Duo’s Ultimate Retirement 


theatres. Until such fime as UA 
might acquire full control, the 50% 
interest in R. & R. is strictly of an 
investment character. UA’s policy 
throughout the years, with such ex- 
ceptions as the Rivoli, N. Y., which 
it operates itself, has been to make 
management deals with others for its 
heuses. Thus, Loew operates the UA 
theatres in Columbus, O., Pittsburgh, 
Los Angeles and Louisville. George 
W. Trendle operates the United Art- 
ists in Detroit, Balaban & Katz the 
UA in Chicago, and Fox-West Coast 
th UA house in San Francisco. 


Robb remains president of his firm, 
while Rowley continues as secretary 
and treasurer. Their avowed desire 
is to see the world and travel around 
a great deal, this largely explaining 
their desire to retire, has largely 
left the management and operation 
of the R&R theatres in other hands 
of late years. Meantime, Robb and 
Rowley are always difficult to locate 
at headquarters, Dallas, where their 
anpointed operators run things. 

Interest of the two partners in re- 
tiring dates back several years when 
they thought they had sold out to the 
Howard Hughes-H.B. Franklin com- 
bination. The Hughes-Franklin in- 
terests made a deal with R. & R. 
Under the contract drawn, if pay- 
ments were in default, Robb & Row- 
ley get the chain back. This oc- 
curred when Hughes withdrew sup- 
port in the H-F chain project and 
Robb & Rowley had their theatres 
'back on their hands 








Kuykendall Has His Own Ideas 
On Tilting Pix House Grosses; 
Certainly Not by Upping Prices 


Any general rise in admission 
prices, as suggested by the major 
distributors, is out of the question 
except in first runs in a few key 
cities. That is the answer of Ed. 


Kuykendall, president of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, to recent statements by pro- 
ducer-distributor leaders that in- 
creased production costs in the in- 
dustry would have to be passed 
along to the exhibitor and ultimately 
to the customer. 


The problem of the small exhibi- 
tor is to increase his film-going pub- 
lic, according to Kuykendall. There 
are various ways he may go about 
that, the MPTOA prez points out. May 
use better exploitation methods, may 
use shrewder scheduling of pix or, 
in come cases, he may even increase 
his grosses by lowering admissions. 

But a lift in prices at this time 
would be suicidal for the indie ex- 


hibitor, Kuykendall believes. “ndie 
exhibs, particularly in the small 
towns and neighborhoods, are just 


about getting by for the most part. 
Any admish hike would drive down 
attendance and result in a sharp 
drop in grosses. Considering that 
the exhibs are already faced with 
increased operating costs due to 
wage boosts and other expenses, 
their only hope is a greater turn- 
Over and increased grosses, the 
MPTOA exec argues. 

Proposals that the exhib increase 
his admission scale to offset ‘in- 
creased production costs’ are an old 
story, Kuykendall claims. Says they 
are always heard just before the 
selling season opens. Also insists 
there is nothing to producer-dis- 
tributor predictions that almost 90% 
of the new season’s products will 
have to be sold on percentage. 

Percentage Pictures 


‘I have always been in favor of 
percentage pictures,’ he declares. 
‘In my opinion all pictures should 
be percentage pictures—not just cere 
tain ones. What I favor and always 
have favored is a straight percentage 
deal that should cover all pictures. 
But it should be a fair percentage. 

‘What the exhibitors object to is 
the present system—and apparently 
the producer-distributors are de- 
termined to extend it, unfair or not 
—of having a double standard. In 
that way they get the exhibitor both 
coming and going. They rent him 
the poor films on a straight basis. 
Then, when they produce a good pice 
ture, they put it on the percentage 
list. 

‘Not only that, but if by some ac- 
cident they find by early reports that 
a flat rental picture is drawing good 
grosses in first runs in the major 
cities they shift it to the percentage 
list, replacing it with a percentage 
picture that is flopping. 

‘If we can’t get all films on per- 
centage—and I mean d fair percent- 
age—then let’s have them all on flat 
rental. Either way the exhibitor 
will have a chance to look ahead and 
possibly show a legitimate profit. 
At present he never gets his nose 
above water. Understand, I mean 
the small town and neighborhood 
exhibitor,’ he added. ‘The first run 
is the bigger cities may be able to 
get by under present conditions.’ 

Only hope the MPTOA head could 
see for the indie exhib is in playing 
cagey in negotiating deals. As long 
as the exhibs feel they have to buy 
the whole schedule of any one dis- 
tributor they haven’t a chance, he 
believes. Kuykendall asserts, how- 
ever, that if the exhib negotiates 1 ‘s 
picture deals shrewdly and refuses 
to be stampeded by distributor 
salesmanship, he can get his sezson’s 
film lineup on a profitable basis. 

In New York for a few days after 
the Virginia MPTOA convention in 
Norfolk, Kuykendall left Friday (18) 
for a brief vacation at his home in 
Columbus, Miss. Expects to attend 
the Southeastern meeting at Bire 
mingham next Sunday to Tuesday. 
Plans after that are indefinite, but he 
will probably return to his home for 
at least a couple of weeks. 
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Marxes 


Of to Races and Under 
Wire at $28,000; ‘Slim Takes on 156; 
Stace Plus Haywire 156; L. A. Dull 








Los Angeles, June 22. | 
Due to heat, 


here is off 20 to 30% this week. The 
dip takes business to below that of 
same week last year. 

Marx Bros. current release, ‘A Day | 
at the Races,’ is piling up a substan- | 
tial gross at the day-date State and | 
Chinese for a combined $28,000, 
which is great. considering the bal- 
ance of the town 

Trade at the Paramount is below | 
average, but a stage unit headed by 
Ben Blue and the Phil Harris orch 
is helping. Columbia’s ‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ winds up 17% weeks (5), with | 
biz currently aided by closing an- 
nouncements. 

Rest of the town is pretty much | 
in the doldrums. 


Estimates fer This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- | 
55-75)—Day at Races’ (MG) and| 
‘That I May Live’ (20th) dual. Hit-| 
ting for better than average trade at 
neat $12,500. Last week. ‘Parnell’ 
(MG) and ‘Big Business’ (20th), not 
so hot at $9,700. 

Criterien (Tally) (1,640; 30-40-55) 
—Two Who Dared’ (GN) and ‘Man 
in Mirror’ (GN) dual. Little in sight 
for the current bill, so probably 
$2,500 tops. Last week, ‘Fire Over 
England’ (UA) and ‘Jim Hanvey, 
Detective’ (Rep) around $2,400, as 
expected. 

Dewntown (WB) 
65)—‘Slim’* (WB) 
Clouds’ (WB) dual. 





(1,800; 30-40-55- | 
and ‘Rhythm in| 
Looks like sat- 


isfactory $8.000. Last week, ‘Kid 
Galahad’ (WB) and ‘Man’s Here 
Again’ (FN) (2d wk.), excellent 
$7,300. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-1.10- 
1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (15th 
week). Announcement of final two 


weeks helped biz, which spurted to 
excellent $4,000. Last week brought 
satisfactory $3,900: 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Slim’ (WB) and ‘Rhythm in 
Clouds’ (WB) dual. Nothing to kick 
about at $7,500. Last week, second 
stanza of ‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) and 
‘Man’s Here Again’ (FN), oke at 
$6,800. F 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55 )— 
‘There Goes My Girl’ (RKO? and 
‘Can't Beat Love’ (RKO) dual. Lucky 
to garner $4,500 currently. Last 
week eight days of ‘Manhattan Melo- 
drama’ (MG) and ‘Magnificent Ob- 
session’ (U), revival, weak $4,500. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—“Hotel Haywire’ (Par) and 
stage show. Phil Harris orch on 
stage, with Ben Blue in person, get 
credit for bulk of fair $15,500. Last 
week nine days on holdover of ‘Met 
Him in Paris’ (Par), very gocd $17,- 
800 


RKO (2,950: 





30 - 40 - 55)—There 
Goes My Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Can't 
Beat Love’ (RKO) dual. Won't be 
much by the way of dividends on 
this pair at $5,000. Last week eight 
days’ revival of ‘Manhattan Melo- 
drama’ (MG) and ‘Magnificent Ob- 
session’ (U), very poor, $5,400. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—Day at Races’ (MG) and ‘That 
I May Live’ (20th) dual. Marx Bros. 
are giving the house a corking good 
week, which looks like sweet $15,500. 
Last week ‘Parnell’ (MG) and ‘Big 
Business’ (20th) fair $11,400. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30-40-55)—Parnell’ (MG) and ‘Big 
Business’ (20th) dual. Moveover of 
this brace spells little at $3,000. Last 
week another moveover, ‘My Affair’ 
(20th) and ‘Pick a Star’ (MG), fared 
little better at $2,800. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296: 30-40-55-65) 
—Parnell’ (MG) and ‘Big Business’ 
(20th) dual. Trade off at this house, 
so best in sight is fair $4,200. Last 
week, ‘My Affair’ (20th) and ‘Pick 
Star’ (MG), so-so $4,900. 





Fly Away,’ Radio Revue, 
Big $11,500, Ind’polis 


Indianapolis, June 22. 

National convention of Kiwanis 
clubs is bringing thousands of vis- 
itors here this week and the down- 
town first-runs are reaping a nice 
benefit, with strong attractions in 
three of the four main spots. WLW 
radio revue on the stage at the vaud- 
film Lyric is out in front, with ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous’ at Loew’s pushing 
it for honors. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—‘Sing and Be Happy’ (20th). 
Opposition is too strong this week 
and gross looks weakish at $3,000. 
Last week, holdover sessions of ‘My 
Affair’ (20th) was passable at $3,400. 

Circle (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Mountain Music’ (Par). Burns-Raye 
combo looks good in this territory 
and take will be okay at $7,000. Last 
week dual of ‘There Goes My Girl’ 


(RKO) and ‘Outcasts of Poker Flat’ 
lack of tourists and | (RKO) was light at $3,800. 
graduation of kids from school, trade | - 


Leew’s (Loew's) (2,600; 25-40)— | 
Captains Courageous’ (MG). May) 
stick a second week if it continues | 
at pace it started. Gross may hit 
$10,000, dandy. Last week ‘Parnell’ 
(MG) on dual with ‘13th Chai 
(MG) was very gocd at $9,000 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40) 
‘Fly Away Baby’ (WB) and WLW 
radio revue on stage Stage show 


pulling them in, well-exploited both 


by radio station and theatre man- 
agement. Gross probably $11.500, 
excellent. Last week ‘Slim’ (WB) 


and vaude was good at $8,700. 


IT’S ALL ‘RACES 





IN MPLS, 310,000 


Minneapolis, June 22. 
With only minor opposition from 
new attractions, ‘Day at the Races’ 
is having things pretty much its own 
way currently at the Minnesota, 
which leads the b.o. procession for 


Ist Runs on Broadway 
Week of June 24 





Astor—‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) (7th week). 

Capitol — ‘Day at 
(MG) (2d week). 

Central — ‘Damaged Lives’ 
(Wendel) (3d week). 

Criterion—‘Last Train From 
Madrid’ (Par) (2d week). 

Glebe—Road Back’ (U) 
week). 

Music Hall—‘Ever Since Eve’ 
(WB). 


Races’ 


(2d 


Parameunt—‘Mountain Music’ 
(Par) (23). 
Rialto—Fury and the Woman’ 


(Rialto) (21). 


Rivoli—‘Slave Ship’ (20th) 
(2d week). 

Roxy — ‘Riding On Air’ 
(RKO) (25). 

Strand—‘Slim’ (WB) (23). 


, Week of July 1 
Capitel—Day at Races’ (MG) 
(3d week). 


= 


Philly Asleep at Switch, ‘Night 


$12,000: Races, H.0., Oke 146 








Central — ‘Juggernaut’ (GN) 
(3). 

Criterion—‘King of Gamblers’ 
(Par) (3). 

Globe—Road Back’ (U) (3d 
week). 

Music Hall — ‘New Faces’ 
(RKO). 

Paramount—Mountain Music’ 
(Par) (2d week). 

Rialto—‘Fight to Finish’ (Col) 
(29). 


Riveli—‘Slave 
(3d week). 

Rexy— King Solomon’s Mines’ 
(GB) (2). 

Strand — ‘Singing Marine’ 
(WB) (30). 


Ship’ (20th) 








the first time in three weeks. Erst- 
while topper, Orpheum, offering 
‘They Gave Him a Gun,’ has to play | 
second fiddle. Considering the hot, | 
rainy weather, and in the face of 
present generally adverse conditions, 
the Marx Brothers’ picture is en /| 
route to big things. 

‘Kid Galahad’ socked ’em so hard 
at the Orpheum that it was moved 
to the Century for a second down- 
town week and is still giving a good | 
account of itself. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900: 15-25) 


—‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ (Par) | 


‘Portland Biz Perky; 


Last 


and ‘Crack Up’ (20th) (2d runs), split 
with dual first-run bill ‘Big Business’ 
(20th) and ‘North of Rio Grande’ 
(Par). Fair $900 indicated. 
week ‘50 Roads’ (20th) and ‘Meade’s 
Woman’ (Par) (2d runs) split with 
| dual first-runs, ‘Great Hospital Mys- 
ltery’ (20th) and ‘Land Beyond Law’ 


week). 
’em at the Orpheum and still seems 
+9 pack powerful punch. Looks like 
good $5,000. Last week ‘Make Way 
for Tomorrow’ (Par). Poor $3,000. 
Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55) —"Day at Races’ (MG). 
Marx Brothers’ personal appearance 
in try-out scenes of this one here 


Nevertheless, 
Last week 


ture’s pull adversely. 
will top $10,000, okay. 
‘Parnell’ (MG). Only fair at $9,000. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890: 
25-35-40)—"They Gave Him a Gun’ 
(MG). Cast line-up, including Gladys 
George, long a dramatic stock lead- 
ing lady here, fair, but aitraction 
lacks bo. strengih; prospects point 
to mild $6,006. Last week ‘Kid Gala- 
had’ (WB). Very big $10,500. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 





Pittsburgh. June 22. 
Give downtown Pittsburgh one 
smash attraction and others will 


benefit, too. That’s been proven in 
the past and is so again this week. 
Lure is ‘Captains Courageous.’ at the 
Penn, heading that house for its 
biggest week since ‘San Francisco.’ 
Cinch to stick around for another 
week, moving over to the Warner 
to top off the fortnight. Similar 
move with ‘Day at the Races’ is giv- 
ing the Warner a sock stanza. but 
presenting a booking jam. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000: 25-35-40)— 
‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col) and ‘We 
Have Our Moments’ (U). House 
gave ‘Devil’ a nice campaign and 
theme tied in nicely with recent 
front-page campaign against drunken 
driving. No help. however. and go- 
ing out tomorrow (23) after onlv 
six days to weak $3,750. Last week. 
‘Thunder in City’ (Col) and ‘Let’s 
Get Married’ (Col) n.s.h. either at 
$4,350. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) 
35-40) —This Is My Affair’ (20th) 
(2d week). Will show some profit 
at $4,300, but isn’t holding up as ex- 
| pected, so there’ll be no extra h. o. 
Goes out tomorrow (23) for ‘Wings 


(1,750: 25- 





(WB). Fair $900. 
Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; | 
25-35-40)—“Kid Galahad’ (WB) (2d 


Moved here after whamming | 


last summer probably affecting pic- | 





35-40 )—‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) and 
‘Ereezing Home’ (U), dual. Headed 
for vretty good $3990. Last week 
Mountain Justice’ (Fiv) end ‘Song 
of City’ (MG), dual, $2,800, fair. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—Dark 
Angel’ (UA) (2d week). Mild $500 
indicated. Last week $600, light. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Thank You, Madame’ (Foreign). 
Bankirg on the Jan Kiepura name, 
but this foreign language film is 
pretty ightweight. Lieht $1,000 in- 
dicated. Last week ‘Forever Yours’ 
(GN). Bad $900. 





‘Parnell,’ ‘Accused’ 


| $7,560, ‘Captain’ 76’s 





Portland, June 22. 
Three pix are running up a good 
score here this week with the aid of 
mild weather. Winners are ‘Par- 
nell” at the Broadway, ‘Captains 
| Courageous’ at the Parker’s UA, and 
| “This Is May Affair’ at the Orpheum. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 30-40) 
| —‘Parnell’ (MG) and ‘Accused’ (UA). 
Answering to exploitation for extra 
big $7,500 and may hold. Last week, 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep), and ‘Oh, Doctor’ 
(U), strong and held for 10 days, get- 
ting $7,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
400; 30-40)—‘Star Is Born’ (UA) (4th 


} 





week). Moved in from the UA and 
| holding up for okay $2,000. Last 
| week, “Trader Horn’ (MG) and 


| ‘Wife vs. Secretary’ (MG), revivals, 


‘Courageous’ Wow $79,000 May Set 
Pittsburgh Record; All B.0.’s Up 





Over Honolulu’ (U) unless house 
lands Braddock-Louis fight pictures. 
in which case ‘Affair’ will stick. 
Last week. first of ‘Affair.’ in the 
money at $7,800. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35- 
50)—‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). 
Cricks are still tossing their hats in 
the air and the paying public is back- 
ing ‘em up. Looks like $22,000 or 
slightly better and moves to the 
| Warner Friday (25) for another 
| week. Last week, ‘Day at Races’ 
| (MG) another sock, winding up just 
| short of $21,000. 
| Stanley (WB) 





(3,600; 25-40-60 )— 


|‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and 
|‘Paris on Parade’ unit. Indications 
point to $16,500. neither bad nor 





good. Last week Benny Goodman’s 
| band came home with wallopving fin- 
}ish_ and dragged ‘There Goes My 


|Girl’ (RKO) along to whacking 
$25.000. 
Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-35-50)— 


‘Day at Races’ (MG). Marx Bros. 
comedy brought here for second 
downtown week and has plenty of 
| Stuff left. Heading for a mark mid- 
way between $7,000 and $8,000. real 
money. Last week, ‘Draegerman 
Courage’ (WB) and ‘Girl from Scot- 
land Yard’ (Par), in the dumps at 
$3.800 for eight days. 








vv 


did better than average on Harlow 


pic for good $2,500 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-40)—"My Affair’ (20th) and 
‘Turn on Moon’ (Par). Nice pick- 
ings for this house, getting strong 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Kid Galahad’ 
(WB) and ‘Hotel Haywire’ (Par) (2d 


week). Did fairly for $4.000 
Paramount § (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000: 30-40)—'Met Him in Paris’ 


(Par) and ‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) 
(2d week). Still doing well at $4,000. 
First week ran up a great score at 
$7,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 30- 
40)—‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). 
Well exploited and answering in a 
big way: easily $7,000 and will hold. 
Last week, ‘Star Is Born’ (UA), 
closed good third week with $4,800. 
First two weeks grossed a total of 
$12,300. 


CINCY HOTCHA: 








j 
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| 
| 


PARNELL’ 15!4G 


Cincinnati, June 22. 
Readings of biz thermometers 
along pix front this week are all in 
black figures, easy on the eyes of 
exhibs. Highest take is on ‘Parnell,’ 
registering a smash $15,500 for the 
Albee. ‘Kid Galahad’ at the Palace 
is a clicker for $12,000. ‘Angel's 
Holiday’ is a heavy for the Lyric at 
$5,000 and the Shubert is fetching 
a comfy $7,000 on ‘Pick a Star.’ 
Sixth downtown week for ‘Wake 
Up’ is a rare run for this town; its 
collecting $3,200 at the Grand. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Par- 


nell’ (MG). Smash, $15,500. Last 
week, ‘My Affair’ (20th), $14,000, 
very good. 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)—“My 
Affair’ (20th) (2d run). Okay, $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Met in Paris’ (Par), 
$4,000, fair. 

Family (RKO) (1.000; 15-25)— 
‘Chan at Olympics’ (20th) and ‘Off 


to Races’ (20th), split. Normal, 
$2,200. Same last week on ‘Poker 
Flat?’ (RKO) and ‘Song of City’ 
(MG), split. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 


‘Wake Up’ (20th). Sixth downtown 
week, exceptionally long stretch for 
Cincy, $3,200, swell. Last week, 
$4,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 25-40)— 
‘Day at Races’ (MG) (2d run). 
Strong. $5.500. Last week, ‘There 
Goes My Girl’ (RKO), $3,700, mild. 

Lyric (RKO) ~~ (1,400; 35-42)— 
‘Angel's Holiday’ (20th). Excellent, 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Elephant Boy’ 
(UA), $4.500, dandy. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 35-42)—‘Kid 
Galahad’ (WB). Fine, $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Day at Races’ (MG), $16,000, 


socko. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.200: 35-42)— 
‘Pick a Star’ (MG). Good, $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Damaged Goods’ (GN), 


$5,000, fair. 





‘Parnell,’ at $3,600, 


Is Best in Lincoln 


Lincoln, June 22. 

‘Parnell’ is getting all the breaks, 
and looks like the best gate bet of 
the week, at the Stuart. Others are 
riding so-so or a little better. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)—‘Left- 
Handed Law’ (U) and ‘Special In- 
vestigator’ (RKO) split with ‘Great 
Hospital Mystery’ (20th-Fox) and 
‘Old Hutch’ (MG). Biz is a little 
better here; $1,000 expected, oke. Last 
week ‘Come On, Cowboys’ (Rep) 
plus ‘Captain’s Kid’ (WB) split with 
‘Fauntleroy’ (UA) and ‘Night of 
Mystery’ (Par). Not bad in this hot 
weather, $900. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600: 10-15-20-25) 
—‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ (Par), 
split with ‘Go-Getter’ (WB), aiming 
for a fair-to-middling $2,000. Last 
week ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) built, then 
faded late in the week, but got a 
nice $2,400. 

Orpheum (LTC) 
25)—‘Penrod and 
‘She Had to Eat’ (20th), split with 
‘Forbidden Adventure’ (Indie) and 
‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par). Biz okay 
at $2,000. Last week ‘Family Affair’ 
(MG) plus ‘Stuttering Bishop’ (WB) 
split with ‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) 
and ‘Poker Flats’ (RKO), nice at 


$1,900. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Parnell’ (MG). Bally in newspapers 
the opening, but a 


(1,350; -10-15-20- 
Sam’ (WB) and 


is helping on 
fade is expected. About $3,600 will 
be very good. Last week ‘I Met Him 
in Paris’ (Par) created fine talk but 
no b.o., $3,300. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100: 10-15- 
20-25 )—Trouble in Texas’ (GN) and 
‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col). With tie- 
ups and sponsorship by city police 
and safety councils, is doing fair, 
$1,000. Last week ‘Two Who Dared’ 





(GN) plus ‘Killer of the Seas’ (GN), 
slim $800. 
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Philadelphia, June 22. 

Local film crix have been going 
to town in praise of recent pix, with 
such films as ‘Night Must Fall,’ ‘Ele. 
phant Boy,’ ‘Slim,’ ‘Kid Galahad’ 
and ‘A Day at the Races’ all getting 
bang-up notices. 

Biz hasn’t been commensurate 
with the critical hurrahing, however. 
mainly because of hot hun d 
weather. 

Warners hesitated a long time be. 
fore spotting ‘Night Musi Fal!’ at 
the Boyd. Crix had a preview of i 
a month ago, but Warners wers¢ 
mittedly afraid of it as b. o. fa) 
They were right but fine notices 
may build it up. ‘Mountain Music’ 
at the Stanley was also well treated 
by the dailies and needed every. 
thing it could get. Openin: 


and 


pace was 


painful. 
Erlanger reopened yesterday 
(Monday) with ‘Damaged Lives’ 


propaganda pic about social disease, 
Using continuous showing 
25-40-50c scale. 


Estimates for This Week 
Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—'Two Who 
Dared’ (GN). Doing beiter than 
other first-runners house has had 
of late, opened Wednesday and going 
past one-week mark, $2,100 for first 


policy 


seven days. Last week, ‘Way Out 
West’ (MG), $900 in four days. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65) — ‘Night 
Must Fall’ (MG). Swell notices but 
biz uncertain. May get $12,000— 
hardly enough. Last week, ‘Woman 
Chases Man’ (UA), disappointed 
with $12,000. 

Earle (2,000: 25-40-55) ‘There 


Goes My Girl’ (RKO) and Ice Car- 
nival on stage. Combo doesn’t look 
any too strong; $10,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘As Good as Married’ (U) 
and vaude, just managed to scrape 
$10,500, nothing to brag about. 

Erlanger (1,900; 25-40-50)—‘Dam.- 
aged Lives’ (Indie). Opened yes- 
terday with length of stay in doubt, 
Cooling system will help. 

Fex (3,000; 40-55-65)— ‘Day at 
Races’ (MG) (2nd week). Still nice, 
although off original pace: $14,000 or 


so indicated, after first week’s fine 
$21,000. 
Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40) — ‘Girl 


from Scotland Yard’ (Par). A dud; 
may not last the week, if so, $1,800. 
Last week, ‘This is My Affair’ (20th) 
(2nd run). Very nice $3,200. 


Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65)—‘Moun- 
tain Music’ (Par). Notices okay but 
biz n.g.; $11,000 tops. Last week, 
‘Parnell’ (MG) (2nd week), oke 
$10,500 in six days. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50) — ‘Ele. 


phant Boy’ (UA). Fine notices, but 
a specialized type of film. However, 
with big campaign, $5,500 likely. 
Last week, ‘Slim’ (WB), pulled up 
to a nice $6,200, with word-of-wouth 
helping. 


MARX BROS. TOP 
PROV. AT $17,004 


Providence, June 22. 

Mild picture fare, coupled with 
weather and one or two otherx b. o. 
bugaboos, is keeping things down 
generally. Loew's State is the big 
noise, with ‘Day at Races’ plenty 
heavy. Next best bet is the Maijes- 
tic, where Robert Taylor and Bar- 
bara Stanwyck are bringing them 
around with ‘This Is My Affair.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-60)—‘Kid Gala- 
had’ (WB) and vaude. Off to tepid 
start, but picture has every chance 


of coming through with an average 
gross; maybe $5,500. Last week. ‘Man 


in Blue’ (20th) was off with the 
field at $5,100. 
Loew’s State (3.200; 25-35-50)— 


‘Day at the Races’ (MG). Way ahead 
of opposish; midnight show day be- 
fore opening started the ball roll- 
ing; house looks for a swell $17.000. 
Last week, ‘They Gave Him a Gun 
(MG) and ‘Pick a Star’ (MG), held 
up okay, with $12,000 as the week's 
outstander, 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 95-35-50 )— 
‘This Is My Affair’ (20th). House 
can’t miss with the Taylor-Stanwyck 
combo; sure of garnering $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) and 
‘Man in Mirror’ (GN) did good biz 
despite muggy weather: oke at $8,300. 

RKO Albee (2,300; 25-35-50 )—‘Rid- 
ing on Air’ (RKO) and ‘Accused 
(UA). Mild action here; week prob- 
ably will end with no more than 
$4,500. Last week, “Meet Missus, 
(RKO) and ‘Behind Headlines 
(RKO) ditto. ; 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘I Met Him in Paris’ (Par) and ‘Jim 
Hanvey, Detective’ (Rep). Under 
normal conditions the gross here 


would be pretty high, but too many 
things are against it. 
chance of bettering the 
$7,500. 
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Chicago, June 22. 

Business continues on the right side 
of the street for still another week 
and the managers are all breathing 
more easily. June is turning out to 
be okay after a March-April-May 
that had ’em turning green. 

Of particular interest to local ex- 
hibiters is the bang-up showing be- 
ing turned in by ‘Parnell.’ Follow- 
ing a publicity and exploitation cam- 
paign that swept through the news- 
papers, the Gable-Loy pic got away 
to a stirring start and will finish its 
opening week to excellent coin, Get- 
ting a strong femme play. 

‘Mountain Music’ is another power 
entry at the Chicago, with the Bob 
Burns-Martha Raye tieup getting a 
well-rounded audience response, es- 
pecially from kids. : 

In its third week at the Garrick, 
the independently run ‘Elephant Boy 
is still doing top business and rates 
as one of the standout b. 0. pix in 

‘hicago this season. 
rr etienaden for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Go Getter’ (WB). Plenty of news- 
paper build-up behind this one and 
it got away nicely for a satisfactory 
$8,000. Last week. ‘Star Is Born 
(UA) completed its sixth session 
downtown to $7,100. oke. 

Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Mountain Music’ (Par) and stage 
show. Getting good play. especially 
from younger element. Heading into 
considerable coin at $32,000, fine. 
Last week, ‘This Is My Affair’ (20th) 
finished its second gallop to profit- 
able $27.509. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 40-55-65-75) 
—Elephant Boy’ (UA) (3d week). 
Looks like final session, but it has 
been a highly profitable and excel- 
lent run. Took powerful $9,000 last 
week and will hold to better than 
$6,500 currently. svlendid. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-45-55- 
65)—‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col) and 
vaude. Fast action picture plus 
solid vaude, adding up to $18.000. 
plenty. Last week, ‘Pick a Star’ 
(MG) got good comment and did 


$16,100, good. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Meet Missus’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Bang-up stage line-up. with strong 
local names plus a good comedy pic. 
bringing the customers around to 
tune of $20,000. Last week, “There 
Goes My Girl’ (RKO) was good at 
$18,900. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Woman Chases Man’ (UA). 
Opened Saturday (19) and heading 
for $14,000. okay. Last week, ‘Kid 


Galahad’ (WB) completed a fort- 
nighter to $10,100, neat. 
State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 


45-55)—‘Behind Headlines’ (RKO) 
and vaude. This house seldom varies 
and always manages to come out on 

. This week no exception, gar- 
nering $14,000. highly satisfactorv. 
Last week, ‘Let Them Live’ (U) 
turned in good $13.100. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
35-55-75 —‘Parnell’ (MG). Fine cam- 
Paign got this one away to a fast 
start, and it will turn in an initial 
session far exceeding pre-opening 
expectations at $20,000. Last week. 
‘Gave Him Gun’ (MG) finished a 
flabby fortnight to $9,900. 


LOUISVILLE DULL, ONLY 
‘RACES’ BIG AT $14,000 


Louisville, June 22. 
Hefty takes will be confined to a 
Small sector of the main stem, with 
Loew's State and the Rialto grabbing 
the bulk. Others will have to be 
contented with what’s left, and it 
— like slim pickin’s. Weather 
as been ideal, slightly cool, and no 
Complaints from exhibs on_ that 
angle. 
Estimates for This Week 
ane ‘Fourth Ave. Loew’s)— 
(GBy’ 15-25-40). ‘Head Over Heels’ 
— and ‘In the Army Now’ (GB). 
a5 ish imports good for only about 
(ac. fair. Last week, ‘Parnell’ 
Pann _and Frightened Men’ (Col), 
sae $0-so $2,300, on second down- 
n week, 

Pirrnucky ‘Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
W A Roads’ (20th) and ‘Waikiki 
ion ding (Par), dual. Extended to 
even days and $2,100 indicated. 








any pic with a race track | My Affair’ (20th) (2d week). 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-25-40)—‘Fly Away Baby’ (WB). 
Only solo pic in town, but no b.o. 
in sight. Lucky to get $3,100. Last 
week ‘Slim’ (WB), likewise sparse at 
$3,300. 

Ohie (Settos) (900; 15)—'My Man 
Godfrey’ (U) and ‘Girl’s Domitory’ 


(20th), dual, split with ‘Ladies in 
Love’ (20th) and ‘Captain January’ 
(20th), dual. Average $1,500. Last 


week ‘Nevada’ (Par) and ‘Mrs. Brad- 
ford’ (RKO), dual, split with ‘Mur- 
der on Bridle Path’ (RKO) and ‘Mis- 
sissippi’ (Par), dual, poor $1,300. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave) (3,000: 15-25- 
40)—‘Mountain Music’ (Par) and 
‘Make Way For Tomorrow’ (Par), 
dual. Feeling opposish, but plenty 
b.o. strength in the Bob Burns- 
Martha Raye combo; good enough to 
snare $8,500, fine. Last week ‘Train 
From Madrid’ (Par) and ‘Big Busi- 
ness’ (20th), pulled best returns in 
town, $6,400, good. 

Strand (Fourth Ave) (1,500; 15-25- 
40)—‘Wings Over Honolulw’ (U) and 
‘Oh, Doctor’ (U), dual. Nice sum- 
mer fare; will do oke, but nothing 
exciting at $3,600. Last week ‘Met 
in Paris’ (Par) and ‘Hotel Haywire’ 
(Par), dual, on moveover 
Rialto, oke $3,700. 


DET. WEEPING, 
HEADLINES 
OKE 266 





Detroit, June 22. 

Town has gone ‘mardi gras’ for the 
mammoth Shrine conclave here this 
week. Naturally there is little ac- 
tivity at the film b.o.’s. Brutal in 
some spots. 

Managers made little effort to give 
payees what they'd like with prod- 
uct about the worst generally for a 
long time. Only house with a chance 
to do anything is the Michigan, 
where Major Bowes’ colored unit is 
backed up by ‘Behind the Head- 
lines.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— | 
‘Criminals of Air’ (Col) and ‘As/| 
Good As Married’ (U), dual. Latter | 


moved here from the Fox; gross near 
oke $5,000. Last stanza about $6,000, 


good, on ‘Angel’s Holiday’ (20th) and | 


‘Midnig Taxi’ (20th). 

Cass jie) (1,400; $1.65 top).— 
‘Lost Fu v (Col) (5th wk.). Held 
for over ‘ane convention, and 


shovid do cc. %5,500 this week. Will 
definitely mo yut Saturday (26). 
Downtown \.. rim) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Slaves in Bondage’ (Indie) (5th wk.). 
Back as a men-only film and should 
snare conventionites for good $5,200, 
following oke $3,900 last stanza. 
Fox (Indie) (5,000: 30-40-65)—‘Big 
Business’ (20th) and Ed Sullivan’s 
‘Dawn Patrol’ revue on stage. Com- 
bo not clicking; weak $16,000. Last 
session nice $26,000 on ‘Good as Mar- 


ried’ (U) and Bill Robinson plus 
vaude. 
Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; | 


30-40-65 )}\—‘Damaged Goods’ (Indie). | 


Just fair $4,500. About the same last 
week on the second session of ‘Met 
Him in Paris’ (Par), moved here 
from the Michigan. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
30-40-65 )—‘Behind Headlines’ (RKO) 
plus Major Bowes’ colored unit. 
Only house doing biz for around $26,- 
000. good. Brutal $15,000 last stanza 
on ‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) with 
Elaine Barrie Barrymore on stage. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 25-40)—‘Mountain Justice’ (WB) 
and ‘Night of Mystery’ (Par), dual. 
Slightly under normal at $5,000. Oke 
$6,000 last stanza on ‘King of Gam- 
blers’ (Indie) and ‘You Can’t Buy 
Luck’ (RKO). ; 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Parnell’ (MG) (2d 


wk.). Holding up nicely for $8,000, 
following so-so opening session of 
$10,000. 


‘Gamblers’ and ‘Haywire’ 


Total Oke 9G’s,, Montreal 


Montreal, June 22, 
They got a good $7,000 on ‘Affair’ 


at the Palace last week and expect | 
repeat cur- | 


$5,500 on the 
rently, with none of the balance of 
main stems doing much better. Bad 
weather menace may help. 
Estimates fer This Week 


(CT) (2,700: 


another 


Palace 
May 
gross $5,500 after good enough $7,000 


— Last week ‘Champagne Waltz’ 
dual and ‘Nancy Steele’ (20th), 
ad with ‘When Love Is 
(RK ‘U) and ‘Quality Street’ 
Long tual. satisfactory $2,200. 
—"s State (3.000; 15-25-40)— 
in eed Races’ (MG) and ‘Racketeers 
 Phory e (Col), dual. Former pic 
ads .;,? 8'ab plenty biz. National 
Radio prose on ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
strong eran and localities being 
aroma. all make it . 
v ; é a safe bet for 
on cis $14,000, Last week :Gave| last week. 
(MG Cu! (MG) and ‘Pick a Star’ 


dual, fair $5,200. 


| 


Capitol (CT) (2.700: 50)—‘Thunder | 


in City’ (Col) and ‘Let’s Get Mar- 


from | 


50)—*This Is | 


PICTURE GROSSES 
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ried’ (Col). Fair week-end biz 
means likelihood of $6,000, good. 


Last week, ‘Pick Star’ (MG) and 
‘Old Soak’ (MG), fair at $5,000. 
Loew’s (M. T:. Co.) (3,200: 50)— 


‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) and ‘Hotel 
Haywire’ (Par) with revue. Looks 
like $9,000, good. Last week, ‘Hell's 
Angels’ (Regent) and ‘Venus Makes 
Trouble’ (Col) with revue, $9,500. 
very good on weather. 


Princess (CT) (2,300: 50)—‘Sev- 
enth Heaven’ (20th) and ‘Angel's 
Holiday’ (20th). Not looking for 


much above $4,000, which will be 


Getter’? (WB) and ‘Draegerman 
Courage’ (WB), grossed $3,500, fair. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Cesar’ (5th week). This 
looks like staple for summer and is 
| still holding them; $2,000 gross prob- 
|able, very good, after about same 
| figure last week. 
| St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
j|—La Bete aux Sept Manteaux’ and 
|‘Printemps d’Amour.’ Good at $3.- 
| 500. Last week, ‘Romarin’ and ‘Les 
— de ma Femme,’ nearly $3,750, 
} good. 


} 


‘COURAGEOUS’ 
$73,000, TOPS 
IND.C. 


Washington, June 22. 

Houses that have the shows are 
| getting ’em this week and those that 
haven’t are dying. Easy tops is ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous,’ run in 
; ahead of schedule, but sold heavily 
via sock bally. 

Two vaude spots are continuing 
their orch-for-orch battle, with 














zie Nelson. 
running mate, looks like the winner, 
although Nelson, with no help from 


house. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60 )— 
‘Pick a Star’ (MG) and vaude. Ozzie 
Nelson getting all the credit for light 
$17,000. Last week ‘Parnell’ (MG) 
and Herman Bing slipped from big 
opening, but got oke $18,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-60-70) 
|—‘Slim’’ (WB) and vaude. Pic and 
Henry Busse Orch should get aver- 
age $16,500. Last week ‘I Met Him 





| 


}in Paris’ (Par) and Clyde Lucas 
Orch got very good $19,000. 
| Keith's (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60) | 


| __‘Meet the Missus’ (RKO). Heading 
| for weak $4,500. Last week ‘Wings 
| Over Honolulu’ (RKO) ballied into 
| oke $7,000. 
Met (WB) (1,853: 

| Galahad’ (WB) (2d run). 


25-40 )\—‘Kid 
Looks like 
good $7,000 for nine days. Last 
week ‘Louis Pasteur’ (WB) (revival) 
lasted five days for lightish $3,500. 


| ‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). Sock 
|of the week and should get brim- 
ming $23,000 for eight days. 


(Par) had critics behind it but set 
a new low with pathetic $6,000. 
Rialto (Indie) (1.100; 25-30-40-55) 
—Gallant Lady’ (UA) and ‘Roman 
Scandals’ (UA) (revivals). 


gels’ (Peerless) and ‘Ex-Mrs. Brad- 
ford’ (RKO) (revivals), got nice 
$3,000. 








San Francisco, June 22. 
Marx Brothers in ‘A Day at the 
Races’ got in some fancy licks at 


very healthy gross on the initial 
stanza, the Marxes have been held 


with strong biz. Paramount will 
lead the rest of the houses with new 
fodder. ‘Mountain Music’ and ‘Out- 
cast’ are at the Paramount. Fox is 
doing fairly well with ‘Another 
| Dawn’ and ‘Angel’s Holiday.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55)—‘An- 
| other Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Angel’s Holi- 
| day’ (20th). Although the former pic 
| is stressed, considerable credit for 
the good take of $16,000 can be given 
to Jane Withers, and the revival of 
an Eddie Bergen (WB) short. Last 
| week ‘Slim’ (WB) and ‘Pick a Star’ 

(MGM) did fairish $15,000. 
| Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 35-55) 
—‘Riding on Air’ (RKO) and stage 
show. Despite 10-act vaude show 
headed by Donald Novis, combo fig- 
{ures no better than $13.500. Last 
| week ‘Meet Missus’ (RKO) and stage 
| show only fair at $14,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440: 30-35-55) 
—Devil Is Driving’ (Col) and ‘It 
| Happened Out West’ (20th). Biz isn't 
| exceptional. but the $7,500 expected 
almost $3,000 better than last 
week, when the Orpherm revived 
| ‘Magnificent Obsesstfon’ (U) teamed 





Is 


a day| 
Henry Busse this week against Oz- | 
Former, with ‘Slim’ as} 


‘Pick a Star,’ may outgross him due | 
to a different price scale at a bigger’ 


Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— | 


Last | 
week ‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ | 


May get | 
light $1,700. Last week ‘Hell’s An- | 


the Warfield last week. Getting a} 


for a second session, which started off | 





Marxes Race Bway to Winning 





0G: 


~ ‘Slave Ship’ Rides OK $30,000 Into 


good enough. Last week ‘The Go- | 


The Marx Bros. take the head of 
| the class this week with their latest 
madcappery, ‘A Day at the Races.’ 
In spite of crazy weather the mad 
Marxes will be responsible for a 
smash $50,000 or over at the Capitol 
on the first week of the picture. Be- 
hind ‘Races’ are several other fairly 
sturdy the sum total of 
business better than it has 
been in recent weeks. This is satis- 
fying in view of the fact that it’s a 
bad time of the year. Distributors 
are not furnishing the best of prod- 
uct, it’s a little early for vacation 
visitors to New York and cooling 


grossers, 


being 


| systems are not yet a draw, although | 


daylight saving. as usual, hurts. 
Among the new pictures are ‘Slave 
Ship’ and ‘Road Back.’ latter on a 
two-a-day run at the Globe. ‘Slave 
Ship’ reopened the Rivoli 
| Wednesday night (16), and on its 
| initial seven days will be close to 
$30,000, good. Matching it for this 
figure is the staunch ‘I Met Him in 
Paris’ on its third week at the Par- 


amount, while proportionately as 
good is the fourth (final) week’s 
; $15,000 for ‘Kid Galahad’ at the 
Strand. 


The rest of the pictures are just 
fair or poor, headed by a somewhat 
disappointing start for ‘Road Back.’ 
On its first four days at the .$2 
twice-daily Globe. it has grossed 
$7,500. Capacity is $18,500. With 
reviews probably having held it 
down a bit at the start, it may im- 
prove, however. Universal has the 
Globe for four weeks and options. 

Bitter pill of the week is Loew’s 
State which has a first run, ‘13th 
Chair,’ something that’s very rare 
for the house. If more than a bad 
$15,000 "twill be surprising. 

The two big babies of the street. 
Music Hall and Roxy, are both lick- 
ing their wounds but the latter will 
get a bit of black for the first time 
in three weeks with ‘Sing and Be 
Happy.’ which looks a possible $26.- 
000. Music Hall may get $68,000 


with ‘Another Dewn,.” but more is 
unlikely, although a shade better 
than last week's poor $63,500 with 


‘Woman Chases Man.’ 

Criterion may get around $12,000 
with ‘Last Train from Madrid,’ con- 
siderably better than house has 
been doing for six weeks or more. 
but still just fair. A new one came 
into the Rialto Monday morning 
(21) with opening of ‘Fury and the 
Woman.” It got away fairly well 
and with the Louis-Braddock fight 
pictures added today (Wed.), it may 
result in a $10,000 week. Palace also 
| gets the battle films and with that 
may be carried to around $9,000 on 
| the week. A holdover is Central's 
| ‘Damaged Lives.’ It went to a fine 
$15,000 last week (1st) and this 
week: (2d) is holding up stoutly. 
maybe $10,000. ‘Lives’ goes a third 
week. Other holdovers are ‘Day at 
| Races,’ “Train from Madrid,’ ‘Slave 
| Ship’ and ‘Road Back.’ 

‘Captains Courageous.’ currently in 
its sixth week at Astor, may go out 





Frisco Frisky, Dawn, Holiday Good 
$16,000; ‘Outcast; ‘Music’ Nice $15,000 


! with ‘Man in Blue’ (U). 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 35-55) 
| —‘Mountain Music’ (Par) and ‘Out- 
| cast’ (Par). Considering everything 
/can’t complain over the $15,000 in 
_sight. Bob Burns and Martha Raye 
| are the trade stimulants. Last week. 
‘Parnell’ (MGM) and ‘She Had to 
| Eat’ (20th) (2d week) did around 
$10,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 35-55) 
—‘Slim’ (WB) and ‘Pick a Star’ 


(MGM) (2d week). After a fairish 
week at the Fox. moved to this 
smaller house. Don’t expect to do 


much over $5.000. Last week. ‘Met 
Him in Paris’ (Par) and ‘We're in 
Navy Now’ (GB) (3d week) did good 
$6.000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
55)—“Star Is Born’ (UA) (8th week). 
Closing week has been posted, but 
run may be extended another 14 
days. Has shown remarkable vital- 
ity. Has been getting between $5.000 
and $6,000 for several weeks, which 
spells profit. Eighth week should 
bring in another $5.500. Last week 
Same. 

Warfield 
‘Day at 


(F-WC) (2.680: 35-55)— 
Races (MGM) and ‘Great 
Hospital Mystery’ (20th) (2d). Al- 
though houses have been hit con- 
siderably by absence of 
Warfield is doing excellent biz. Ex- 
pect good $12,500. after baneg-unp first 
week. which saw a swell $19,000 in 
the till. 


after a | 
brief shutdown for redecoration on | 


tourists. | 


Reopened Riv, ‘Road Back’ Fairish 


Sunday (27). Picture has not re- 
ceived quite the play it was felt it 
should. last week (5th) being $9.000. 
Par was to have brought in ‘High. 
Wide and Handsome’ July 7 but has 
postponed the date to July 21. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) (6th 
week). Wearing down, last week 





(5th) being $9,000 and probably out 
Sunday (27). Paramount comes in 
with ‘High, Wide and Handsome’ 
July 21 at a $2 top. 

Capitel (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 — 
‘Day at Races’ (MG). A _ winnah, 





first week looking $50,000 or over, 
; smash, and holds. Last week, second 
| for ‘Parnell’ (MG). which had no 
business holding, was $14,500. 


Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
85-99)—‘Damaged Lives’ (Weldon) 
(2d week). Went to a big $15,000 


| last week, will get a possible $10,000 
|}on the holdover currently, and re- 
| mains a third. 

| Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Train 
from Madrid’ (Par). Better than 
they've drawn for this house in some 
time, maybe $12,000, okay but 
nothing special. Holds. Second week 
for ‘Go-Getter’ (WB) was around 
$6,000, weak. 

Glebe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Road Back’ (U) (Ist week). Had 
its premiere here Wednesday night 
(16), almost entirely invitation. On 
the first four days just fair, $7,500. 


U has house for four weeks, with 
options. 
Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘This Is 


My Affair’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Oh, 
Doctor’ (U), twinned. This brace 
opened pretty well and will be aided 
on final day of run today (Wed.) by 
Louis-Braddock fight pictures for 
possible $9,000. Last week’s sit-in 
coup by the musicians’ union didn’t 
seem to interfere much with ‘Shall 
We Dance’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Let 
Them Live’ (U) (ist run), countup 
being $8,200. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—I Met Him in Paris’ (Par) (3d 
week), with George Hall's orchestra 
and Peter Higgins (lst week). Dough 
to the amount of $30,000 on the final 
(third) week for the Colbert starrer, 
ending last night (Tues.) means 
plenty of profit. Last week (2d) was 
$37,500. Today (Wed.) house opens 
‘Mountain Music’ (Par), supported 
by the Clyde Lucas band and Ethel 
Merman in person. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65) ‘Another Dawn’ 
(WB) and stage show. Hasn't what 
they need over here and probably 
no more than $68,000. This, however, 
is a bit better than last week’s un- 
welcome $63,500 with ‘Woman Chases 
Man’ (UA). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Fury and 
the Woman’ (Rialto). Moved in 
Monday morning (21) and start good, 
With aid of the fight pictures, which 
arrive today (Wed.), week may go to 
$10,000. Much, however, depends on 
how the fight goes and how long it 
lasts. Prior booking, ‘When Thief 
Meets Thief’ (UA), $8,000, pretty 


ood. 
. Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Slave Ship’ (20th). Relighted house 
Wednesday night (16) and away toa 
good start, first week $30,000 or close, 
meaning a holdover. ; 
Roxy (5836; 25-45-55-75) — ‘Sing 
and Be Happy’ (20th) and stage 
show. The tide in grosses has risen 
enough to provide a little black for 
the first time in several weeks, prob- 
ably $26,000. A fairly close shave, 
however. Last week, “There Goes 
My Girl’ (RKO) finished at $20,500, 
pink. 
Strand (2,767; 25-55-75 )—‘Kid Gala- 
had’ (WB) (4th week). This good 
little money-maker winds 7 Fy C 
final (4th) week around $15,000, end- 
ing last night (Tues.). The third 
week was $18,300, good. ‘Slim’ (WB) 
opens today (Wed.). ; 
State (3,450; 35-55-75 )—‘13th Chair’ 
(MG) (ist run) and vaude headed 
by Prof. Quiz of the air and Joe 
Morrison. They're taking a_ brutal 
licking here for the first time in 
more than two years, gross looking 
15,000 tops, red. Last week, “They 
yave Him a Gun’ (MG) and Benny 
Fields, $25,500. 


= 


MEET HUCK FINN 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Ted Limes, 12-year-old from near- 
by Alhambra, has been cast to play 
Huckelberry Finn in Selznick Inter- 
national’s ‘Adventures of Tom Saw- 
yer.” 

Film gets the go signal tomorrow 
(Wed.) on location at the Paramount 
|}ranch, H. C. Potter directing. 





ADD: ‘LOVE’ TITLES 
Hollywood, June 22. 

Metro inas assigned Howard Em- 
mett Rogers and George Harmon 
Coxe to script ‘I Love You Again,’ 
|Colliers serial by Octavus Roy 
| Cohen, 
| Lawrence Weingarten will pro- 
duce, 
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Shave Ship’ Big $20,000, Marx Bros. 
Wham 366, But ‘Music’ Sad, Hub 





4 
si 


| vaude. Headed for $3,500, 


Boston, June 22. 

Both extremes of b.o. drag here 
this week. On top is ‘Day at the 
Races,’ dualled with ‘Racketeers in 
Exile,’ and mopping up at the Orph 
and State. ‘Slave Ship,’ doubled 
with ‘Meet the Missus,’ is a winning 
combo for the Memorial. But ‘Moun- 
tain Music,’ with a fair stage show, 
will pull the big Met down to one 
of its lowest takes in all time. 


ti ; 7 —‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and 7 : Ren eee 
Estimates eh ns ge 0s) ‘Mountain Justice’ (FN) dual. Ex-| (UA) did nicely at $4,000 and moved 

; Boston amet . ve’ (RKO) xd nd | pects a big $3,000. Last week, Top | to the Broadway. . 
Girl Overboard! (U), dual Weak- of Town’ (U) and ‘Internes Can't| Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 


kneed setup, promising pale $6,500. 
Last week also off, $6,400 for ‘Be- 
hind Headlines’ (RKO) and ‘Ele- 
phant Boy’ (UA), dual. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘That Man’s Here Again’ (WB) and 
‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) (2nd run), dual. 
Okay at $6,000 gait. ‘Met in Paris’ 
(Par) (2nd run) and ‘That I May 
Live’ (20th) (1st run), dual, okay last 
week, $4,800. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55)—Slave Ship’ (20th), dualled 
with ‘Meet the Missus’ (RKO). Will 
sail in with big $20,000 on eight days. 
For six days, last week, ‘There Goes 
My Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Fire Over Eng- 
land’ (UA), fair $10,200. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—‘Mountain Music’ (Par) and 
stage show. Just one long sour note. 
Final count will be $14,000 at best. 
‘Slim’ (WB) and Bowes unit on stage 
last week, not bad $20,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Day at Races’ (MG) and ‘Rack- 
eteers in Exile’ (Col), dual. Wham- 
ming home with mighty $19,000. Very 
possible h.o. Last week, holdover of 
‘Parnell’ (MG) and ‘Let’s Get Mar- 
ried’ (Col), double, was clipped to 
six days, taking a thin $9,000, 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 25-35- 
55)—‘That Man's Here’ (WB) (lst 
run) and ‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) (2nd 
run), dual. In the right groove to 
about $8,000. ‘Met in Paris’ (Par) 
(2nd run) and ‘That I May Live’ 
(20th), dual, came in with fair $6,500 
last week. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700: 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Met in Paris’ (Par) (3rd run) and 
‘Great Hosnital Mystery’ (20th) (ist 
run), double. ‘ Pale at $6.000. Last 


excellent. 
|Last week, ‘Navy Blues’ (Rep) and 
| vaude, with laiter the reason for the 





big $5,200. 

beramnenat (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(3,106; 32-37-42)—"Day at Races 
(MGM) and ‘13th Chair’ (MGM) 
dual. Roaring toward terrific $12.- 
000. Last week, ‘This is My Affair’ 
20th) and ‘Hotel Haywire’ (Par) 
dual, 2nd week, $3,800, fair. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (1.450: 21-32) 


topping recent weeks. 





|Take Money’ (Par) dual, $2,800, good, 


CAPTAINS BIG 


LOOK AT DENVER! 


$10,500, 





Pix Good—‘Galahad’ 
Marx Bros. $9,500 


All 





Denver, June 22. 

In spite of the temperature hit- 
| ting 95, theatre biz is good, ‘I Met 
|'Him in Paris’ is doing the biggest 
| second week in years at the Den- 
ham. Orpheum played to standouts 
_with ‘Day at Races’ and ‘Man Who 
|Found Himself’ and wiil hold over 
| one day to. change its opening day. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (FN), following 
a week at the Denver. Fine at $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Woman Chases Man’ 





‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA), follow- 
ing week each at Aladdin and Den- 
ver. Still good at $3,500. Last week. 
‘This Is My Affair’ (20th) did fair 
at $2,500, following week each at 
Denver and Aladdin. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
| 40)—‘Met Him in Paris’ ((Par) (2d 
week). Fine at $5,500. Last week 
| it was strong at $7,000. 
| Denver (Fox) 


| 


(2.500: 25-35-50)— | 


$23,500 IN OFF 
CLEVE. 


Cleveland, June 22. 





big noise on the rainy rialto, leaving 


or washed out by heavy weck-end 
storms. Matinee trade for it at State 
is exceptional, and Milt Harris’ swell 
campaign has resulted in close to ca- 
pacity night bizz. 

Summer season is opening badly, 
with no help from Expo tourists or 


cutting of street-car fares in the 
downtown area. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,200: 


20-30-35 )—‘As Good as Married’ and 
‘Night Key’ (U), dual. Okay $2,900. 
Last week ‘Silent Barriers’ (WB) and 
‘Our Moments,’ dual, came in slower, 
$2,700. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40)—'This 
Is My Affair’ (WB). Going sweetly 
with femmes for second h.o. after 
shift from the Hipp. Last week house 





week $5,000 for ‘Go-Getter’ (WB) 
and ‘Angel’s Holiday’ (20th) (both 
2nd run), dual. 

State (Loew) (3.300; 25-35-40-50)— 
*‘Dav at Races’ (MG) and ‘Racketeers 
in Exile’ (Col), dual. Will cross fin- 
ish line with about $17.000, big. Last 
week (six days). slight $8.000 for 
second stanza of ‘Parnell’ (MG) and 
*‘Let’s Get Married’ (Col), double. 





‘Races, ‘Mountain 


$12,000 Each in 
Sock Seattle Wk. 


Seattle, June 22. 

Cooler days are warming show biz 
a bit. It’s an eyelash race down the 
stretch, with lines greeting both 
‘Mountain Music’ at the Orpheum 
and ‘Day at Races’ at the Paramount. 
Houses should get $12,000 each. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Slim’ (WB) and 
‘Midnight Court’ (WB) dual. Over 
from the Orpheum for five days and 
good $2.700. Last week, ‘Kid Gala- 
had’ (WB) and ‘Oh, Doctor’ (U), 
duel. $2,500, okay. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘History Made at 
Night’ (UA) and ‘Family Affair’ 
(MGM) dual. Good at $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) and 
*50 Roads to Town’ (2Qth), dual, 
$3.300, okay. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850: 11-16-21) 
—Juggernaut’ (GN) and ‘Land Be- 
yond Law’ (WB), dual. Expects $2,- 
500. okay. Last week, ‘Killers of Sea’ 
(GN) and ‘Backstage’ (GB), dual, 
about the same. 

Fifth Ayenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,400; 32-37-42)—‘Parnell’ 
(MG) and ‘Pick a Star’ (MG), dual 
(2nd week). Still good at $5,200. 
Last week, same films. $8,400. lovely. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 12-32-42)— 
‘Star is Born’ (UA) (7th week). 
Nothing can stop this ‘un: $4,300, 
big. Last week, same film, same fig- 
ure. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Met in Paris’ (Par) 
(4th week). When they like ’em in 
this town they like ‘em; $3,600, 
climbing again. Last week was 
$? 400, big. 

Ornheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.700; 32-37-42)—‘Mountain Music’ 
(Par) and ‘Girl Overboard’ (U). dual. 
Tieups for former helning for likely 
sock $12,000. Last week, ‘Slim’ (WB) 
and ‘Midnieht Court’ (WB), dual, 
stron? et $6.000. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1.450: 


37)—‘Michael O'Halloran’ (Rep) and ' 


pulled a novel split-week, ‘Buried 
Alive’ (WB) doing a fair $1,500 for 


for four. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
—Star Is Born’ (UA). Nearly smack- 
ing down spot’s records on third 
week, $3,000, and may go into a 
fourth. Last week (2d), $4,000. great. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700: 30-40)— 
‘Another Dawn’ (WB). Below Kay 
Francis’ usual rrosscs. $12,000. Last 
week ‘My Affair’ (WB) also strug- 
gled along to $13.500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-75)— 
‘Wings Over Honolulu’ (U) plus 
Roger Pryor’s orch and unit revue. 
Very light, but well-balanced bill. 
worth $17.500, which isn’t great nor 
too bad. Last week ‘Slim’ (WB) and 
Slate Bros’ unit were fade-outs, $12,- 


500, poor. 

(Loew’s) (3,450: 30-65)— 
‘Captains Courageous’ (Metro). Hit- 
ting it up, taking the cream for $23,- 
500. highest in several weeks here, 
Helped by strong exploitation drive. 
Last week ‘Day at Races’ (Metro) 
was Marxs’ first weak locally, $14,- 
000 being far below exnectations. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 25-35)— 
‘Day at Races’ (Metro). Transferred 
from State for second week, and sell- 
in* better, $6.000. Last week ‘Turn 
Off Moon’ (Par) skidded with oth- 
ers, $4,500. 


NO SQUAWKS IN B’KLYN 








All Houses Okay—Parnell,’ 


phant’ Get $15,000 


‘Ele- 





Brooklyn, June 22. 
Weather is satisfactory, with out- 
door attractions getting more of a 
play at the moment than the down- 
town deluxers. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,500; 25-35-55)—This Is 
My Affair’ (20th) and ‘Oh, Doctor’ 


Married’ (U), $14,000, okay. 


Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Hit Parade’ 
(Rep) and ‘Bank Alarm’ (GN), dual. 
Destined for fine $16,000. Last week 
‘Go-Getter’ (WB) and ‘Hotel Hay- 
wire’ (Par), $14,000, good. 

Met (2,400; 25-35-55)—‘Parnell’ 
(MG) and ‘Elephant Boy’ (UA). 
Twins will draw good $15,000. Last 
week ‘Gave Him Gun’ (MG) and 
‘Nobody’s Baby’ (MG), $15,000, nice. 
Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Kid 
Galahad’ (WB) and ‘Anv Man’s Wife’ 
(Rep) (2nd week). Due for good 
$17,000. Last week fine $20,000. 
Strand (2,000; 





| tery’ 
16-27- | 


Can Play’ (Col) and ‘Mandarin Mys- 
(Rep). Okay at $6,000. Last 
week ‘Big House’ (Atl.) and ‘Wild- 
catter’ (U), $6,000, satisfactory. 


‘Captains Courageous’ is the only | 


all rival houses trailing far behind, | 


three days, and ‘Behind the Head- | 
lines’ (RKO) grabbing a mild $2,500 | 


(U), dual. Will bring in satisfactory 
$15,000. Last week ‘Wings Over 
Honolulu’ (20th) and ‘As Good as | 


25-35-55 )—‘Girls | 


| Sock biz, $10,500, Last week, ‘Prince 
| and Pauper’ (FN) was big at $10,000 
| and moved to the Aladdin. 

| Orpheum (Fox) (2,600; 25-35-40)— 
‘Day at Races’ (MG) and ‘Man Who 


Found Himself’ (RKO). Grand combo | 


at $9.500. Last week, ‘Parnell’ (MG) 
and ‘Wanted to Marry’ (RKO) did 
nicely at $8,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Night Key’ (U) and ‘As Good as 
Married’ (U). Sweet $3,500. 
at 


|Makes Trouble’ (Col) was okay 


| $2,500. 


Holdovers Jam 


- Balto; ‘Love -Mal 








Baltimore. June 22. 


———————— ne 


set-up somewhat. 


Kid Galahad’ (WB), and stage band. 


Last | 
| week, ‘Promise to Pay’ and ‘Venus | 


Hallett OK $14,000 





Inside Stuff—Pictures “a 


————=3 

Extensive campaign being waged against alleged discrimination in playe 
dates in favor of first-run film theatres in Kansas City, Mo., by the K. Cc, 
Kansan, daily paper in K, C., Kans., is attracting attention among ex. 
hibitors in the two communities. Gist of the newspaper attack is that 
many houses in smaller Kansas communities and Kansas City, Mo., show 
first-run pictures ahead of Kansas City, Kans. Kansan assault on so- 
called favoritism is being conducted in cooperation with the Radio Station 
KCKN where a ‘movie man’ is bemoaning the fate of K. C., Kans, film 
theatre patrons. 

Nothing recently has been stressed in the editorial blasts about how 
many weeks of clearance is accorded the Missouri theatres over the K. ie 
Kans., first-run spots, nor the difference in admissions, double bills, etc, 
That phase, which most interests exhibs, has been neglected or only gone 
over lightly. Though in different states, a car ride of only 10 to 15 min- 
utes separates some of the theatres in the two cities, making them highly 











| competitive and clearance protection for the first-run houses from the 
| subsequents or cheap first-runners essential, 
| Ace novelist an eature writer was commissioned to do a series of 


| Hollywood features for one of the Big Three. Editor of weekly sent one 
| piece back and asked the writer to sex it up and otherwise load it with 
| Mack Sennett routines. As piece concerned stars like Gable. March, 
| Powell and the like, writer was reluctant to add quaint touches about 
| these stars belching in the middle of their linés, losing their pants in their 
love scenes and otherwise addin to the cost of retakes. Moreover, writer 
added, it wasn’t true. Editor insisted on the addition of this material. 

‘Not under my name,’ said the writer and threw the check and the 
assignment bavk at the editor. 





| News beats scored by ether chatterers have Hollywood newspaper cole 
| umnists plenty burned. Charges are being made by some of the jourriale 
ists that coin is laid on the line by the radio hawks for exclusive info, 
| with reporters of the airlanes being in a better position financially to pay 
for what they use than the newspapermen. Hence, it is bruited. certain 
studio flacks save their spiciest cracks for auctioning in the market that 
pays the juiciest returns, And there is never enough hot news to go 
around, 





Last member of the newspaper fraternity to interview Jean Harlow 
before her death was Florence Fisher Parry, critic and columnist for the 
Pittsburgh Press. Mrs. Parry was a friend of Miss Harlow’s of long stand- 
ing and the star telephoned her upon latter’s arrival on the Coast to cover 
the studios for her sheet. That was the day before Miss Harlow was 
stricken ill on set of ‘Saratoga.’ Mrs. Parry penned interview immediately 
after but had her paper kill what she had prepared and revised the story 
following star’s death. 





George Gyssling, Nazi government consul in Los Angeles, was notified 
through the U. S. State Department last week to utter no further threats 
against American actors that they will be placed on the ‘blacklist’ of the 
Hitler regime. 

Warning came direct from Berlin, according to information received by 
| the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League for the Defense of American Democracy, 
| and resulted from protests filed when Gyssling issued admonitions to meme« 
bers of the cast of Universal's ‘The Road Back.’ 








| Action of the Independent Theatre Owners association in attacking the 
| summer prize contest policy, starting this month, of Loew and RKO cir- 


Holdovers are weakening the local | cuits, is regarded in film circles as a publicity smoke screen. Independents 
Biz of the town | generally went in for these small prize games on a major scale several 
| is being garnered by the combo Hipp | weeks ago. 


Major company spokesmen fail to see what the vote by ITOA 


lon the strength of a bang-up stage | will accomplish since they claim that members of the association in the 
revue headed by Mal Hallett and his | past have failed to present a solid front on such competitive matters. 


| orch with ‘Can’t Beat Love’ (RKO) | 
‘Slave Ship’ | 
| (20th) is doing a good stint at the 
| New, bringing in $5,500, which is 


|for an okay $14,000. 


| good for this house. 
Holdovers of ‘Galahad’ 
the Stanley and ‘Parnell’ 


| fair pace at $6,500. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) 
25-30-35-40-55 )—‘Parnell’ 
week ). 
at $6,200. Last week cashed in on 
marquee value to $13,700. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) 


(MG) (2d 


(2,300: 


15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Can’t Beat Love’ 


(RKO). Weak sister getting help 
from Mal Hallett unit and leading 
town with $14,000. Last week, 
‘Frightened Men’ (Col) and vaude 
couldn't offset bad notices to n.s.g. 
$9.600 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500: 15- 
25-30-35-40-55)—‘Last Train from 
Madrid’ (Par), Opens supper show 
tonight (Tues.). Last week, Dream- 
ing Lips’ (GB), so-so $5,200. 

New (Mechanic): (1,400; 15-25-30- 
40-55 )—‘Slave Ship’ (20th). Getting 
a good play in spite of poor location 
with $5,500. Last week, ‘Chan at 
+ el (20th) no more than 


Stanley (WB) (3,400: 15-25-35-40- 
_55)—‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) (2d week). 


Holding up fairly well at $6,700. 
Last week a rosy $14,000. 


CAB CALLOWAY WITH 
“MY GIRL’ SOCK 166, K.C. 








| 
| Kansas City, June 22. 

| Summer heat and summer levels 
|this week, Strike activity is having 
_ its effect on the b.o.’s, however. 





|is “There Goes My Girl’ at the Main- 
street, but Cab Calloway’s band on 
| the stage must be given at least part 
| of the credit. Best straight strength 


is at the Uptown, where ‘Angel’s | 


Holiday’ and Disney’s Academy 
Award Revue are a nice combina- 
tion, : 


Estimates for This Week 


Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200: 35-50)— 
‘There Goes My Girl’ (RKO) and 
Cab Calloway band. Latter’s strength 
isnt up to past annearances but he’s 
drawing swell $16,000. Last week, 


| ‘Way for Tomorrow’ (Par) and ‘Hotel 


(WB) at, isinglass surface. 
(MG) at 
| Loew’s Century are maintaining a 


(3,000; 15- 


Maintaining an even pace 


Sock grossers for the current week 





RKO-Radio’s product announcement book, which set the corporation 
| back some $50,000 for 7,500 copies, tops anything seen in the current cone 
| vention period for flash. Tome has a front cover of opaque glass with 
| fancy metal binders and clamps. Within, the reader skims through fancy 
l'art work on extra heavy stock. Walt Disney announcements are on 
Gold is sprinkled through the volume in profusion, 


Barrett McCormick rates the bows. 





Margaret Ayer Barnes’ plagiarism suit against Metro over the picture, 
‘Letty Lynton,’ was discontinued yesterday (Tuesday) in Federa) Court, 
N. Y., after attorneys stipulated the matter had been settled out of court. 
With Edward Sheldon, another writer, Mrs, Barnes claimed parts of 
‘Letty’ had been lifted from their stage play, ‘Dishonored Lady.’ They 
sued for an injunction and accounting of profits. 





Amendment to the N, Y. city ordinance, covering storage and handling 
of motion picture films, finally has been passed by the board of aldermen 
and signed by the mayor. This makes the handling and showing of pic- 
tures in 2,000-foot length legal. Changed measure has been up for con- 
sideration for about a year. 





BUFF. BIZ OK. 
MUSIC $12,000 


Buffalo, June 22. 

Business is in satisfactory brackets 
for the current stanza and grosses 
are rolling along to nice averages. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)—~ 
‘Mountain Music’ (Par). Typical 
summer bill clicking for nice $12,000. 
Last week ‘This My Afiair’ (20th), 
as expected, good $12,600. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) and ‘Don't 
Tell Wife’ (RKO). Business has 
taken a neat jump here in past fort- 
night. Looks like $7,500 currently. 
Last week ‘Good Old Soak’ (MG) 
and ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th), strong 
$7,700. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3.400; 30-50) 
—Day at Races’ (MG) (2d week). 
Holdover on this should better $6,000. 
Last week built substantially and 
overshot estimates for fine $13,400. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400: 25-40)—‘Go- 
Getter’ (WB) and ‘Melody for Two 
(WB). Only fair, probably $5,000. 
Last week ‘Night Must Fall’ «MG) 
and ‘Way Out West’ (MG). picked 
up and came in with okay $6.700. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35 )—‘As 








Haywire’ 
| $5,100. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000: 25-40)— 
‘Day at Races’ (MG) (2d week). 
Pulled a bumper crop at the b. o. 
first week with swell $14.000; cur- 
rent week agurs okay $7,500. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Meet the Missus’ (RKO) and ‘Stut- 
tering Bishop’ (WB). Fair at $5.- 
300. Last week ‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) 
(2d run). After good week at Main- 
street got okay $5,400. 

Tower (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)—‘Sing 
and Be Happy’ (20th) plus vaude. 
House is taking it on the chin. $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Let Them Live’ (U) and 
vaude, nice $9,000. 

(2.020; 25-40)— 


Uptown (Fox) 
‘Angel’s Holiday’ (20th) and Walt 
Disney’s ‘Academy Award Revue’ 
(UA). Looks fine: probably $5,000. 
Last week. ‘My Affair’ (20th) (2d 

Day and date showing with 


(Par), just an interlude, 








week ), 
| Tower, way off here at $3,000. 


| DENNIE MOORE’S WB SUBBER 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Dennie Moore goes into Warners 
‘The Perfect Specimen,’ subbing for 
Jane Wyman, who is in hospital suf- 
fering from a nervous breakdown. 
Miss Wyman was stricken on the 
set and recovery is expected to re- 
| quire two more weeks. 








SEITER’S QUICKIE 





Hollywood, June 22. Good as meee (U) and Ra 

William Seiter brought in Radio’s| Key’ (U). Nice business indica’ 

° « sad ? “ N a 
|‘Life of the Party’ six days ahead at around $6,800. La t week a r 
I - Who Lived Twice’ ‘U) and ‘Gi! 
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of schedule last Friday (8), 
Edward Kaufman produced. 





Loves Boy’ (GN), showed strength. 
with gross developing to good $6,300 
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Latest of 20th’s smash-money 
hits ... current sensation of 
Broadway...wrests top boxoffice 
honors from “The Road to Glory” 
»». greatest of 20th’s record- 
holders at New York’s long-run 


Rivoli! 








THE KEYSTONE OF YOUR FUTURE 
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| ‘There is another fine scene in which 
'the hungry embittered masses of a 
i'small town riot. Still another in 


SLAVE SHIP 


¢th Century-Fox production and release. 


Stars Warner Baxter, Wallace Heery. | which hoodlums attack the puzzled 
Features Elizabeth Allen, Mickey Rooney. | soldiers because the latter can’t | 
Directed by Tay Garnett. Based on novel |°* : } 


of same title by George S. King; story, | understand why they should tear off | 


William Faulkner; adaptation, Sam Hell- | their chevrons and decorations. _ 
man, Lamar Trotti, Gladys Lehman;| Against which is a series of minor | 
camera, Ernest Palmer. At Rivoli, N,. a 


| blunders befuddling the whole issue. | 


week June 17, ‘37, Running time, 30 mins, | Andy Devine is permitted to indulge 
Jim Leovett...cccccacccccces Warner Baxter | ¢ Nl d 1 Slim 
Jack Thompson......+0+ ....Wallace Beery |in much silly comedy, as also 

Nancy Marlowe.....ceceee Elizabeth Allan | Summerville. This ingredient of the 
Swifty....cccscscvece bovee es meeORey Rooney i picture has been very poorly 
Letty. « ccccorsceces TYTT TTT wk sale | handled. 
Mrs. Marlowe..... sSenecs cog dame Darwe 

Danelo....ccccccccsecevecs Joseph Schildhraut | The last two or three reels ying 
COriMbEAs ocivas 5 codes see pa aea Gall Arthur Hohl | also too thin, They lead_ nowhere | 
Mabel..... ercccecees eeeeeesMinna Gombell | and soften up incredibly. Then. like | 
ATKINS. .ccccccscccccescsecesss Bae id goer ia pop gun after a bombardment, the 
SCTAPS. ..cccsvoccvcs Pere ery ee rrancis Ford | hs “i 3 

Proprietor. cosceccacese J. Farrell MacDonald | picture is over. 


In casting his leads, Whale has 
done a splendid job. John King, as 
Ernst, gives a solid character por- 
trayal of a sensitive boy lost in the 
turmoil. He is practically new to 





‘Slave Ship’ sums up as good box- 
office blood-and-thunder. While a 
lot of the acting and motivation 
-eeks 2y, picture is so : 
pe Moe Hkh ery 4s $3 - oon shot pictures, having been seen only in 
through with action that it stands Three Smart Girls’ since leaving the 
up. Ben Bernie band, Richard Cromwell 

What in large measure lifts ‘Slave |is very capable as the other kid. 
Ship’ is the swell job with the scenic | Barbara Read is pretty as. Lucy, a 
investiture and photography. Fre- bit. Louise Fazenda, opposite Sum- | 
quently the production effects are | merville, suffers from the previously 
far more moving than the charac- | mentioned poor comedy judgment. 
ters. With brutality the story's | Noah Beery, Jr., does an outstanding | 
chief article in trade, there’s enough | bit as a soldier in the insane asylum. | 
knuckle-bashing, shooting, knife- | John Emery is good as Captain von 
throwing and back-lashing to go a | Hagen and there are many strong | 
long way. Director Tay Garnett | and small roles acted to the hilt. | 
passes up no known artifice for in- Among these are contributions by | 
tensifying the gymnastic implica- | Lionel Atwill, Spring Byington, | 
tions of ship fighting. He has his | Laura Hope Crews, Arthur Hohl, Al | 
bullet struck sailors popping off | Shean, Edwin Maxwell and Robert | 
from the halyards, the crow’s nest | Warwick. | 
and where not. The dives these ex- From a photographic standpoint, 
tras take make an Olympiad in | the picture is unusually fine. Whale, 
themselves. | as in the past, resorts to moving his 

As a couple of the last of the |cameras on more occasions than 
slave runners, Warner Baxter and | most directors, but he has a special 


Wallace Beery move along elemen- | effect here of moving up and away | 
tary grooves, the former going from | which is extremely effective for his | 


one tight spot to another, and the | big scenes. 
latter playing his dumb, sentimental | It is a man’s picture and, as such, 
scalawag to the hilt. Elizabeth Al- | should have been played to the hilt. 
len carves out a telling performance | It suffers because of the compromise. 
where it has to do with romantic | aus 
interludes. Mickey vem tt _ — | 
out a neat score, accounting for mos 
of the film’s scanty allotment of A DAY AT THE RACES 
comedy as the cabin boy. 

Most of the action is laid aboard | (WITH SONGS) 
the barque Albatross. Ill-fated from adietre-Goldwyn-Mayer release of 

; hi Siegel production, Stars th Mar: 

the day she re ag genet: Fg Features Allan Jones, Maureen O'Sullivan, 
finally comes into the ow oer en Directed by Sam “Weed. Screenplay, 
Baxter who, with Beery as his ik Robert Pirosh, George Seaton and George 
mate and partner. puts her in the | Oppenheimer, from an original by 


Max 


Pirosh 


smuggling slaves from and Seaton. Music, Bronislaw Kaper and 
ris = Aenea Odec. Walter Jurmann; lyrics, Gus Kahn. Mu- 
rica to . sical director, Franz Waxman; arrange- 





ments, Roger Edens; choral, Leo Arnaud: 













dances, Dave Gould; camera, Joseph Rut- 
THE ROAD BACK tenberg; film editor, Frank Hall, At 
Capitol, N. Y., week June 17, ’37. Run- 
Universal release of Charles R. Rogers | ning time, 109 mins. 
production; Edmund Grainger, assoviate Groucho, Chico, . Harpo..cscss. Marx Bros. 
producer. Directed by James Whale. Fea- | a nb deldledies a bhcesaded Allan Jones 
tures John King, Richard Cromwell, Slim | Judy........., bape :Maureen O'Sullivan 
Summerville, Andy Devine, Barbara Read, | Mrs. Upjohn.. we Mihegaret Desssat 
Louise Fazenda, Noah raat greene Whitmore... cist, <.Leethasd. Ciahew 
furphy, John Emery, Etienne Girardot. | \organ.,..,, nee - les 
Fron ait by Erich Maria Remarque; te te ae 
screenplay, R. C. Sherriff, Charles Kenyon; | pr. WreiNete, seis ciwsecads. x. Sig Rumann 
camera, John J, Mescall, George H. Robin- Me 2 ue Stet e.. a 
son; film editor, Ted Kent; special effects, With Vivien Fa ane Ivi mi ac emass 
John P, Fulton; musical director, Charles | Gin ojing Chol y vie Anderson and 
Previn; score, Dimitri Tiomkin; assistant 4 oir, 
director, Joseph A. McDonough. At Globe, es 
‘. Y., for two-a-day = starting June Surefire film fun and up to the 
7, "St. nin ime, 105 mins. ‘ ° 
cae Marercntet ti teetcooas taxes John King a ny of the madcap Marxes, 
mW cece cccuvbietedes Richard Cromwell L ough a bit hectic in striving 
TJAGEN cocecsecserseess ‘Slim’ Summerville | for jolly moments and bright quips. 
Willy ccccccccsseccccsccssess penne vag ter There are times when it lets down. 
pee es arsdsadachenst Louise Fazenda |OUt it’s a commendable contrast. 
NBPEHMA eoseccscseccseces: souis az tae h 
Wessling ......+....++++++.Noah Beery, Jr. |COMSidering the generally fast and 
ROE oe bas ib e've0ees .e++. Maurice Murphy furious funstering. 
F ABEN cevccsccccceseesss John Emery es > J 
nn i Whe acccecie ...-Etienne Girardot This is the picture which the late 
ProSeCutor ...ceceesscceeceres Lionel Atwill | Irving Thalberg started and Max 
pS 2 rrr ksacetcnes Money Mentos Siegel, Sam Harris’ former legit pro- 
r Cosccoc AMITY ak : . ) 
pts Je aah treet te Garrick | 2uction associate, completed as his 
Marid ..ccsveccees eeevccenses Greta Gynte initial Hollywood chore at Metro. 


Ernst’s Mother ... 
Ernst’s Father 


eeeeses Spring Byington 


ring Film has been a long time in the 
....-Frank Reicher 


making, not unusual with a Marx 





Ernst’s Aunt ..........Laura Hope Crews ° 
Uncle Rudoiph ....eeeeeees Charles Holton ee gee due to the manner In 
Nery Arthur Hohl } e comedians constantly 
Bartaeer 2... cseccees William b. Davidson | Switch their material. 
Princip LLL Likddwin’ “Maxwell | Obvious how painstaking is the 
Defense Attorney ........Samuel 8. Hinds | racehorse code-book sequence. a deft 
SUGBO cscicsessces eae ...- Robert or switch on the money-changing bit: 
Bsa .cccccccccccvsccsiagecss Jean Rouverol | the long-distance telephoning be- 





i ~— : tween the horse doctor (Groucho) 
Pe hag mood Sune, Se Sener 9, .- nd the yee 8s th the midnight 
would be as well if the sequel idea te Nope tt gd ay , between 
wate lied Genuand oat oko nabed are ae Esther Muir, including 

r m4 e paper-hanging slapstickery: the 
because Phill a rede _. ye orchestra pit hokum, which permits 
oe q : » i. os * a. of this the standard virtuosity by Chico at 
he *e Ro 7 yal iad an ‘the the Steinway and Harpo at the harp. 
one ae hy oe eA including a very funny breakaway 


cont piano, 
memory of ‘All Quiet. ao Allan Jones and Maureen O’Sulli- 
Such rating seems a shame in view | yan sustain the romance and Jones 
of James Whale’s excellent direction, | gets his baritone opportunities dur- 
outside the comedy factor, and the |ing a water carnival which is 
expertness of the physical produc- | cameraed in the light brown sepia 
tion. The truth js that the studio has | to which Metro has manifested such 
made the mistake of pulling its | partiality of late. This is the high- 
punches. light musical sequence with the 
This toning down was necessary, | three songs. ‘Tomorrow Is Another 
perhaps, for diplomatic reasons. Re- | Day.’ ‘On Blue Venetian Waters’ and 
port from the Coast js that U took |‘A Message from the Man in the 
21 healthy cuts in the film after it Moon,’ getting a ride. Latter two 
was completed. Result is an emascu- | are most likely, although the first. a 
lated scenario without a_ strong | ballad, gets the most generous plug- 
finish. ‘All Quiet’ didn’t mince words | &1ng. 
or situations. It was a sock all the Miss Muir makes her first appear- 
way. ance at the carnival in a flirtation 
When Remarque wrote ‘The Road | scene with Groucho which ulti- 
Back’ he picked on a strong and uni- | mately leads into the standard 
versal subject. What happens to men , wrestling hokum that obtains in the 
on their return from war? Marxian operettas. Miss Muir is a 
In Germany the boys come back | good foil, topped only by Margaret 
from four years in the trenches to | Dumont as the moneyed Mrs. Up- 
find themselves facing revolution | john, who is stuck on Groucho and 
and hunger riots. Youth has grown | stands for much of his romantic du- 
old but the elder folk haven't much | plicity, even unto paying off the 
a with the difficulties of the | mortgage on the sanatorium owned 
oys who are trying to adjust them- | by Miss O’Sullivan. Miss Dumont 
selves, And they are still boys, these | has done straights for the Marxes 
weary warriors. They have to go | for years. 
back to school. The kindly school | One other musical highlight is a 
teacher gives them back the toys |Harlemania sequence with Harpo 
they left behind. But what does it | leading the dusky cavalcade in a 
all mean? And where to? — ; goofy Pied Piper number, ‘All God’s 
There is one great scene in which | Children Got Rhythm,’ easily the 
Captain von Hagen (Emery) dis- | best tune in the score. While the 
misses what is left of his battalion, | Negroes are more or less dragged in 
30 odd men, and the ghosts of hun- | by their bojangles, the ensuing busi- 
dreds, dimly outlined, also line up.!ness more than extenuates the ir- 


in the 








Bros, | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Slave Ship (20th Cent.). 
Meller of slave running. Plenty 
of action and de luxe scenic 
trimmings. Co-stars Wallace 
Beery and Warner’ Baxter, 
Okay. 

‘The Road Back’ (U). Follow- 
up on ‘All Quiet’ pulls its 
punches. Big and frequently 
effective, but a let-down in toto. 
Looks spotty. 

‘A Day at the Races’ (M-G). 
Marx Bros. their first in two 
years. Sure boxoffice. 

‘Another Dawn’ (WB). British 
army desert melodrama star- 
ring Kay Francis and Errol 
Flynn. Pretty thin. 

‘Last Train from Madrid’ 
(Par). Good title but hackneyed 
story and lack of cast names 
make this a minor entry. 

‘Sing and Be Happy’ (20th- 
Fox). Lightweight musical 
which, with no name of 
tungsten-tugging force, and 
mildish book and music, will 
find its going buffeted at the 
b.o. 

‘Oh, Doctor’ (U). E. E. Hor- 
ton comedy about a hypochon- 
driac who cures himself by 
falling for his nurse, Okay 
multiple comedy fare. 

‘Girls Can Play’ (Col). Mys- 
| tery on the softball diamond, 
lacking appeal or names; lower 
section of dual. 

‘Girl Said No’ 





(GN). Dance 
\| hall hostess yarn blénded with 
|| Gilbert and Sullivan tunes. 
|} Well made with Irene Hervey 
|| and Robert Armstrong leads. 
‘The Mandarin Mystery’ (Re- 
‘| pub). Whodunit with laughs. 
|} Eddie Quillan and Charlotte 
|| -Henry for the marquee; best in 
duals. 


| tion is forte. 











| nexuier pacing. Camera angles and 
Sam Wood's direction here run the 
gamut of all the colored lexicon 
from ‘Porgy’ to ‘Blackbirds,’ with 
plenty of that ‘St. Louis Blues’ mo- 
tif for backgrounding. capped by a 
fast and furious Lindyhopping finale. 
probably the first of that school of 
hoofing to hit the screens. Ivie An- 
derson (who used to sing with Duke 
Ellington’s band) and the Crinoline 
Choir are standouts in the Harlem 
stuff. and among the solo specialists 
is Vivien Fay. whose’ whirling 
pirouettes on her toes will impress 
She has been especially well pre- 
sented. 

Support is standard and strong. 
Leonard Ceeley and Douglas Dum- 
brille are the heavies, Sig Rumann 
clicks as the Viennese Dr. Steinberg 
and Robert Middlemass also revis- 





ters as the sheriff. Abel, 
Warner Bros. produetion and _ release, 
Stars Kay Francis and Errol Flynn, Fea- 
tures Ian Hunter, Frieda Inescort. Di- 
rected by William Dieterle. Screenplay, 
Laird Doyle; film editor, Ralph Dawson. 
Camera, Tony Gaudio. At Music Hall, 
N. Y., week June 17, ‘37. Running time, 
73 mins. 
Sh, DS 5 44 deduuaess «..-Kay Francis 
Capt. Denny Roark........ ...-Errol Flynn 
Colonel Wister..... oop 6eee cube Ian Hunter 
Grace Roark..<...% eseee---Frieda Inescort 
pis ee eeees---Herbert Mundin 
Lord Alden....... veoeee-G. P. Huntley, Jr. 
MING io a0 di Geese ecccesceues Billy Bevan 
Sergeant Murphy. .cccocsccccscss Clyde Cook 
Henderson........, seeeee+-- Richard Powell 
Sir Chas. Benton..........Kenneth Hunter 
a eee +++++++»Mary Forbes 
BETO. WEIGH s bis icc ckccctecce Eily Malyon 


Weak melodrama and _ indicates 
but fair b.o. at best. Its selling point 
| lies chiefly in its stars, Kay Francis 
| and Errol Flynn. 

_Plot is the familiar triangle. This 
time the love of a British officer 
(Flynn) for his superior’s wife 
(Miss Francis) is given such a 
| sombre note as to continuously sug- 
gest either flight or suicide as the 
only way out. There is continued 
reference to an old proverb, ‘The 
hopes of tomorrow die today.’ and 
such cheerful events as men flying 
into the sun never to return, until 
it all reminds of a love scene in a 
funeral parlor. 

Laird Doyle. author of the story 
and screenplay, has given the plot 
at least one saving grace. He has 
planted Miss Francis as marrying 
Ian Hunter only because of respect 
and not for love, which supposedly 
died with an aero-motor inventor 
who flew into the sun. This platonic 
marriage somewhat takes the curse 
from her later illicit love for Flynn. 
|} and vice versa, who reminds her of 
her first sweetheart. At the blowoff, 
Hunter also virtually commits sui- 
cide by fiving into the sun to bomb 
a dam which insurgent Arabs have 
put up to cut off the water supply. 
Flynn was to have taken this trip. 
but Hunter sends him in to bid 
goodbye to Miss Francis and then 
flies himself. 

To pile on the grief, the screen- 
play also includes the frustrated 
love of Frieda Inescort for Hunter 
As the sister of Flynn she has been 
secretly in love with Hunter for 
years. It’s naturally a shock when 
Hunter returns from leave in Eng- 
land with an American wife, but 
she’s British and carries on. There’s 
also the cowardly soldier, Herbert 





Mundin, as the Colonel's orderly. 
But he redeems himself by picking 
up the white feather (seemingly an 
old British custom) and dying like 
a man to save Flynn in a skirmish. 
Mundin provides the only laughs in 
the picture, but they are extremely 


few. Billy Bevan and Clyde Cook 
also have minor roles, but minus 
comedy. 


Production is good, if reminiscent 
of a couple of other recent films. 
The barracks of the troops, for in- 
stance, are almost an exact counter- 
part, if not the same, as used in 
‘Light Brigade.’ 

Performances for the most part 
are good, with so-so dialog. Miss 
Francis is again given the oppor- 
tunity to show a complete wardrobe, 
despite the locale. ; 
Camera work: is average for this 
type of film. with undistinguished 
interiors. William Dieterle’s direc- 
He sets as fast a pace 
as possible with a talky script. 


Scho. 
Grand National release of Phil Gbldstone 
production; Irving Starr, associate producer. 
Features Pedro de Cordoba and Phyllis 
Barry. Directed by Phil Stone. Adapted 
by Upton Sinclair from play by Eugene 
Brieux. Screen play, Joseph Hoftman; film 


editor, Holbrook Todd. Reviewed in pro- 


Some 25 years or so ago, when 
Eugene Brieux wrote ‘Damaged 
Goods,’ the play was a sensation— 
even something of a scandal. At that 
time ‘social diseases’ were unmen- 
tionable in public or in polite society. 
Richard Bennett starred in the 
American production of the play, 
which did considerable business and 
tingled a good many scalps. 


In 1914 ‘Damaged Goods’ was 
filmed. VaAriery’s reviewer at that 
time praised the courage of the au- 
thor and producers and recommend- 
ed the picture as a duty for the pub- 
lic to see. 

Within the last few years the med- 
ical profession has at last driven 
syphilis and gonorrhea as subjects 
of conversation and study out of the 
smoking room and back alley and 
into the clinic and classroom. Lately 
magazines, newspapers and even 
radio have joined the general attack 
on venereal disease and the terrified 
hush that makes them possible. 

With public attention centered on 
the crusade, films have come out of 
hiding and are taking up the assault. 
Probably the films will knock off 
profitable grosses and undoubtedly 
they will do considerable good. Two 
pix have recently been made. Both 
have met tough going with the cen- 
sors. After banning them, the New 
York State censors were overruled 
by the State Board of Regents. In 
other states there have been similar 
tussles. Since the public appears 
definitely to want to see the films, 
however, generally they're being re- 
leased. But without the Hays seal. 

First of the pair to be shown in 
New York was ‘Damaged Lives’ 
(Weldon), reviewed in Variety last 
week. ‘Damaged Goods’ is the other. 
Both deal with venereal diseases, 
have somewhat similar stories, simi- 
lar viewpoints, similar conclusions 
and not dissimilar treatment. Of 
the two, ‘Damaged Lives’ contained 
a pate ae mf arresting lecture. 

egit play, ‘Damaged Goods,’ a re- 
vival of the Brieux play, several 
weeks ago opened and quickly closed 
at the 48th St. theatre, N. Y. Not 
the subject matter, but feeble writ- 
ing, antiquated technique, pathetic 
acting and clumsy staging nullified 
that effort. 

Condor’s filming of ‘Damaged 
Goods’ is in many ways the most 
satisfactory of the lot. Upton Sinclair 
has brought.the story up to date in 
outline, technique and (most impor- 
tant) viewpoint. Has also transferred 
the locale to America. Joseph Hoff- 
man’s screen play, furthermore, is 
fairly theatrical and absorbing. 

It is this very unique quality of 
this version of the old story that is 
its greatest weakness. Condor’s 
‘Damaged Goods’ qualifies as enter- 
tainment, which the others did not 
do, but because it is entertainment, 
of a sort, it somehow misses the 
stunning impact that made Weldon’s 
‘Damaged Lives’ an arresting blow 
against the dread diseases. 

This ‘Damaged Goods’ is, compared 
to the Weldon picture and the recent 
legit play, a careful production. It 
has a capable cast, intelligent direc- 
tion, skillful photography and ade- 
quate backgrounds. Its story is more 
logical and much smoother running. 
It slides by more agreeably, and even 
if it doesn’t pack such an awesome 
punch audiences should enjoy the 
Condor picture more. The Weldon 
film should make them think. If in- 
geniously exploited, both pix can 
ride the current public interest to 
hefty grosses. 

Briefly, ‘Damaged Goods’ is the 
story of the young man who con- 
tracts syphilis, is married, infects his 
wife and their child. Their plight al- 
most results in hopeless tragedy. 
Villain in the case is shown io be 


public ignorance of the subject. 
‘Damaged Goods’ ie ee 


Notable in 
Phyllis Barry in featured billing, 
though she has just a molecular bit 
in the opening scene. Hobe 





jection room, N, ¥., June 21, "37, Running 
time 56 mins, 

Dr. Walker. «i cccccccccecs Pedro de Cordoba 
DE 614 ote cee wed 66006 Canoe Phyllis Barry 
PD. sans oes eekees so teces Douglas Walton 
MMRONEEIN. 54 sd cacawocces baked Arietta Duncan 
Mr. ANB... 2. ccesescceses Ferdinand Munier 
Mra. DUMONE.gccccvcccccsedeses Esther Dale 
Bee, BT Ol cease dessccceses Clarence Wilson | 
BOrthh. ccc cccsecccccccsecss Greta Meyer 
WU eas coeseesbsbeseatos ...Frank Melton 
TRO Victim. .ccacescesse .Gretchen Thomas 


ae 


Last Train From Madrid 


Paramount production and release. 
duced by George M,. Arthur. 
Dorothy Lamour, Lew Ayres, 
land, Karen Morley, Lionel Atwil), 
Mack, Olympe Bradna, Anthony Quinn 
Directed by James Hogan. Screen j lay 
Louis Stevens, Robert Wyler; vicinal 
story, Paul H. Fox, Elsie Fox; film e:ij- 
tor, Everett Douglas; camera, Harry Fisch. 
beck; musical direction, Boris Morros. | 


Proe 
Features 
Gilbert Ree 


Hy len 










Criterion, N. Y¥., week June 18, °37, heme 
ning time 85 mins, 

Carmelita. seeccsseccceees» Lorothy Lamour 
Dexter...... eee ee eeOneeseseess Lew Ayres 
Eduardo De Soto............Gilbert Roland 
Baromess....-seccseeeseeesss- Karen Morley 
Commandante..seseeseeeesess- Lionel Atwil] 
Helena. .cscccccceeccesccesses: Helen Mack 
Juan Sanche e »Robert Cummings 
Maria Ferrar.. «» Olympe Brodna 
Captain Alvarez. eseeees-Anthony Quinn 
Michael Balk..coscossccceees Lee Bowman 


First picture to capitalize on the 
tragedy of Spain. It will nevert 


he- 


less have to struggle for a good 
showing at the wicket. Bolstered by 
lan intrfrguing title, picture is weak 


|on cast names and has a befuddled 
tale to tell. 

Main difficulty is the half dozen 
| intrigues within narrow confines; a 
lmixture of ‘Grand Hotel’ § and 
‘Shanghai Express.’ And it is all so 
patently manufactured as to annoy 
an audience, Unfortunate beciuse 
the picture itself is not that bad. 
Without that promising premise and 
title it would be easier to accept this 
film as an okay double-feature re- 
lease, . 

Studio doesn’t take any political 
chances with this one. The war is 
on and a group of people are trying 
ito escape on the last train. One is 
a political spell-binder, another a 
| newspaperman, one’s a gigolo, there 
is a baroness, a girl of the streets, a 
sweet young thing, a member of the 
Woman’s. Battalion. All become 
vaguely mixed up, but everything 
works out after a murder, an arrest 
and a jailing. 

James Hogan, in his direction, 
keeps things moving and blends all 
the angles. It is a good job from this 
aspect, but the kind of thing which 
Hollywood seldom gets away with 
because it can’t resist putting on too 
fine a polish. 

Paramount didn’t bother much on 
cast names for this one, although 
there are some _ good portrayals. 
Lew Ayres is best as a flip American 
reporter, Gilbert Roland is _ the 
heavyish hero, splitting the lead male 
assignment with Anthony Quinn. 
Both are good with Quinn distinctly 
promising. Olympe Bradna shows 
the benefit of studio grooming and is 
cute to look at. Dorothy Lamour is 
another looker. Karen Morley 
doesn’t do herself justice in a heavy 
assignment. Helen Mack is fine in 
a tough role. Lee Bowman doesn’t 
grasp the potentialities of his spot. 
There are many. good bit per- 
formances, 

Physical production and camera 
work impress. Kauf. 








SING AND BE HAPPY 


(MUSICAL) 


Twentieth Century-Fox release of Milton 


H,. Feld production, Features Anthony 
Martin, Leah Ray, Joan Davis, Helen 
Westley, Allan Lane, Dixie Dunbar. 
Directed by James ‘Tinling. Original and 
screen play, Ben Markson, Lou Breslow 
and John Patrick; songs, Sidney Clare 
and Harry Akst; camera, Daniel Clark. 
At Roxy N. Y., week June 18, ‘Si, Rune 
ning time, 67 mins, ; 
Buzz Mason.....s.eceees+-Anthony Martin 
Ann LOC. cccccocesecoeenceesse-- Leah Ray 
Myrtle..... 663 6eegebeeredeéosesesa0En Davie 


sesvccetéeensevaamien Weatiey 
.Allan Lane 


Mrs. Henty... 
Allan Howard,.ccccccccsecess:: 
Della Dunt,..cceccccccecses--Dixie Dunbar 
BRUNO cé.cccoes suceesoseceessceeen Chandler 
John Mason. ..ceccceseeee. Berton Churchill 
Thomas Lane. .ceccccccsees Andrew Tombes 
POSIM . co ceccesese bebeeeds cena ceoels Albee 
BROGR 64s cinséecticaeen’ Frank MeGlynn, Sr 


A rather disappointing musical. 

Cast embraces no marquee magnet 
although containing a covey of 
young and fresh film faces. Anthony 
Martin and Leah Ray top. Joan 
Davis, comedienne who scored in 
20th’s ‘Wake Up and Live’ via a bit 
part, vies for the laughs with Chick 
Chandler. Allan Lane is the heavy, 
and Helen Westley is spotted in an- 
other of her stiffneck character roles. 
This musical will require plenty of 
exploitive pressure by exhibs. 

Handicaps are the story and the 


songs. There isn’t one musical 
standout. Yarn is the time-tried 
formula about the irresponsible 


young man who flouts his wealthy 
father’s business to go in for care- 
free musical time-wasting, but in the 
end cracks through to = success— 
with the girl as well as biz. 
Martin is the gay lad, bounding 
around the land while his papa 
yearns to have him take active inter- 
est in the ad agency biz. When he 
does come into the office it is only to 
upset its routine, and court the seri- 
ous ygung daughter (Miss Ray) of 


the r@val agency firm’s head. The 
two papas, of course, are the usual 
hot rivals. 

Musical stuff is threaded in via 
program audition, for a_ pickle 
maker (Miss Westley), who is as 
dour as her product. Martin vies 


against the girl when the two agen- 
cies trot out specimens for the ad- 
judging account, There’s the usual 
twist in which the heavy is shown 
up, as light lad he’s thought by the 
| girl’s father, who employs him, a spy 
|for the rival outfit, paid off for tip- 
ping off info by Martins’ decidedly 
and unreforming 





father. 
The book isn’t too brisk nor blithe, 
(Continued on page 33) 
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LORETTA YOUNG ona DON AMECHE 


LOVE UNDER FIRE | 


With Borrah Minevitch and his gang, Frances 
Drake, Walter Catlett, John Carradine, Sig 
Rumann, Harold Huber, Katherine DeMille, 
E. E. Clive. Directed by George Marshall. 


Associate Producer Nunnally: Johnson. Screen play 








—_— by Gene Fowler, Allen Rivkin and Emest Pascal. 
1937-38 


: Based on a play by Walter Hackett. 
AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 
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DANGER-LOVE AT WORK 


JACK HALEY + ANN SOTHERN - EDWARD» 
EVERETT HORTON « MARY BOLAND . 


WALTER CATLETT, JOHN CARRADINE, *00r¢ 
ETIENNE GIRARDOT, E. E. CLIVE, Franklyn 
Pangbom, Bennie Bartlett, Margaret McWade, 
Margaret Seddon, Maurice Cass, Hilda Vaughn, 
Charles Coleman. Directed by Otto Ludwig 
Preminger. Associate Producer Harold Wilson. 
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Osa Johnson presents 
UCe, Min 


eC 
Martin Johnson's last picture 
Olden A 


BORNEO 


BY MR. AND MRS. MARTIN JOHNSON 












1937-38 


















i Talley --- rrated by Lowell climbing fish, palloon-throated monkeys, flying 
Baited by Trin and sy i cimeon and Lew Lehr snakes, pbird-nest souP caves, proboscis ——r 
_ this drama of Borneo's “Isle of the Impossible” are but a few of its marvels - . — 3 y ve AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 
is far and away the most fascinating and amaz- thrilling capture of the Old Man of the orest , an 
sg ever made. Tree- most gigantic orang-outang ever trapped by man TOBER 
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> | EVERYTHING — 3 THIN ICE Oct.8 BOOTS 
Aug. 13 ONE ept.10 WILDandW AND 
SEAVEN FROM Sept. 10 BORNEO — aaa a , 
Aug. 13 HANDY ANDY* | wept 17 Live BEQING At os AT WORK 
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Oct. 22 THE JONES FAM- 












Aug. 27 WEST 
ps ERNGOLD Oct8 CHARLIE CHAN 
ON BROADWAY OLS 
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ts scm DER Sept. 24 LIFE of a LANCER 
| ug. 27 THINK FAST * : ILY in TOO MU 
) MOTO .MR. Octl ALIBABAGOES .,. LIMELIGHT sae 
TO TOWN Oct. 29 WIFE, DOCTOR 
AND NURSE 
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A FEW OF THE HIGHLIGHTS 
FOR THE REST OF 1937-38! 


EDDIE CANTOR in “SARATOGA CHIPS,” by Damon Runyon and Irving 


‘Caesar; “HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY,” one of the biggest pictures to be 


made by 20th, WALTER WINCHELL and BEN BERNIE in “LOVE AND 
HISSES”; “MEET THE GIRLS,” a comedy woven around the mad-cap antics 
ofa millionaire family; ‘LAST YEAR'S KISSES”; “DANCE, FOOL, DANCE,” 
story of a racketeer who turns tap dancer and attempts to go straight only to 
become involved in a dancing school blackmail scheme; THE DIONNE 
QUINTUPLETS in ‘MOTHER KNOWS BEST”; The RITZ BROTHERS in 
“MOONSTRUCK” with Joan Davis; a second SONJA HENIE musical; 
“KIDNAPPED,” Robert Louis Stevenson's celebrated story of adventure; 
SHIRLEY TEMPLE in “HEIDI,” one of the greatest stories ever published, 
with a cast including Jean Hersholt, Arthur Treacher, Thomas Beck, Mady 
Christians, Helen Westley, Sidney Blackmer; SHIRLEY TEMPLE in 
“SUSANNAH OF THE MOUNTIES,” as a child adopted by the Canadian 
Northwest Mounted Police; a third SHIRLEY TEMPLE as yet untitled; 
“THE GIANT SWING,” by W. R. Burnett, author of “Little Caesar”; TYRONE 
POWER, ALICE FAYE, DON AMECHE in“IN OLD CHICAGO,” the biggest 
and most lavish production in 2Oth's history; IRVING BERLIN’S cavalcade 
of.music, “ALEXANDER’S RAG-TIME BAND,” with famous old songs 
and plenty of new ones; “STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE,” epic story of 
Henry M. Stanley's life, with Osa Johnson leading a studio expedition over 
actual route taken by heroic Stanley; LORETTA YOUNG, ALICE FAYE, 
LOUISE HOVICK, FRED ALLEN in “SALLY, IRENE AND MARY,” one 
oil 20th’s biggest musical projects; TYRONE POWER and LORETTA 
YOUNG in “SECOND HONEYMOON,” worthy successor to “Love is News” 
and “Cafe Metropole”; ANNABELLA in “JEAN,” sensation of the London 
show season; “JESSE JAMES,” as big in scope as “The House of Rothschild” 
and “Lloyds of London”; “FOUR MEN AND A PRAYER,” Cosmopolitan 
Magazine novel, adventurous and colorful; “MR. NICKELBY SITS DOWN”: 
“CAREER IN C MAJOR”; “SPLINTER FLEET,” telling one of the Great 
War's most thrilling and dramatic episodes. 


20th will invest these valuable properties with the showmanship elements 
that have made this company your most dependable boxoffice friend. 
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LONDON’S QUOTA FUTURE 


: BENEFITS TS ONLY New British Headache, | 
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OR PRODUCE At 


Exhibs, Distribs Face Tough 
Outlooks—American Dis- 
tribs, Especially, in Bad 
Spot—How Much It Will 
Cost U. S. Firms Per Year 


PLENTY OF SQUAWKS 


London, June 15. 

Proposed quota legislation, as out- 
lined to members of the picture 
business by Oliver Stanley, president 
of the Board of Trade, contains 
drastic shocks, but the industry 
staggered just the same. Whether 
its individual sections were expect- 
ing to get the private ear of the 
Government so as to wangle the bill 
as they would have it is uncertain, 
though the outcome is exactly as 
forecast—every consideration for 
producers, little for exhibitors, none 
for distributors. 

American distributors in particu- 
lar felt they had it coming to them, 
and that’s the way it works out, with 
the new Act—if it goes through as 
proposed — compelling substantially 
greater outlays on British pictures 
For them the quota will siart at 20% 
and rise in three years to 30%. And 
each picture will have to cost a $75,- 
000 minimum. 

Just how much that will involve 
per distrib can easily be assessed by 
considering the obligation of com- 
panies shipping in 50 American pic- 
tures a year, a low average for such 
companies as Metro or Paramount. 
In the first year they would require 
13. British pictures at $75,000 a 


no 


iS 





shot, in all setting them back to the 
figure of $975,000. And that’s mini- 
mum. 


And in the 3d Yr. 
In the third year they 


would re- 
quire 22 British pictures, by which 
time their total commitment for 


quota alone would cost not less than | 


$1,650,000. Provided the pictures 
maintain a salable value (which is 
the function of the minimum cost 
plan), the Americans should get 
some part, if not all, of their stake 
back, but it’s a hefty sum to gamble 
with, nevertheless. 

There’s another headache to add 
on top of that, which is, that the 
market for their American product 
will diminish in proportion to their 
rise in quota, since, with the exhibs’ 
quota rising to 25%, a maximum of 
75% playing time in the U. K. will 


be available for American and non-, 


quota films, instead of the 80% play- 
ing time now available. Law, in fact. 
looks like becoming a sword with 
two edges. 

Further pinpricks against the dis- 
tribs are that, while all pictures on 
their quota program must satisfy 
the $75.000 cost item, exhibitors, if 
so disposed, can use for quota any 


British picture, regardless of nega-| 


tive cost. Further, a separate quota 
will come in for shorts, starting at 
5%, and 10% for exhibs and distribs 
respectively, rising to 15% and 20%. 
together with a negative cost clause | 
as for features. 

Exhibs are scary about the new 
set-up, fearing the cost test will her- 
ald a shortage of screenable quota 
Pictures, and 
Ass'n is wondering if it would not 
have done better to have met the 
distributors half way, instead of cre- 
ating a split in the industry which 
unfavorably impressed the Board of 


Trade. Although the B.O.T. has flatly 
rejected 


requests for a quality test 
for exhibs’ quota, some C.E.A. ele- 
ments still demand it be borne in 


mind when the Bill is drafted. 
Fewer British pictures, plus limita- 
tion of imports from America to 


Offset distribs’ commitments, is what | 


exhibs fear. 


: They are always cry- 
ing f£ 


or as wide a margin of selection 
a possible—even though U.K. thea- 
tres can manage to be far more 
choosy than those of the U. S., with 
around 800 pictures a year available, 


Compared with the 600 or so offered. 


to» American theatres. Clause urg- | 
ing that pictures costing $225,000 or 


the Cinema _ Exhibs’ | 


Pending Anti- Cruelty 





London, June 13. 
and distribs here—and 
this also concerns Hollywood—are 
in a sweat lest the new Cinemato- 
graph Films (animals) bill goes 
through Parliament. Draft goes be- 
fore the House of Commons commit- 
tee next week, and will tighten up 
regulations concerning the playing 
of pictures involving or presenting 
cruelty, or suggested cruelty, to 
dumb creatures. 
| Tendency would be to bring un- 
der the law a condition now oper- 
| ating voluntarily through the British 


Producers 


| Board of Film Censors, which is | 
| pretty hot on the cruelty angle any- 
Way. Latter threw out Stuart 
Doyle’s Aussie picture, ‘Orphan of 


the Wilderness,’ because incidental 


sequences suggested foul play on a 
kangaroo, among others. 

| Trade say B.B.F.C. has a tight 
enough grip on the situation: legis- 


lation would only be open to abuse 
and would tend to threaten pproduc- 
tions often involving hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, which might 
be arbitrarily banned without ap- 
peal. 

Wildest angle in the draft bill is 
that a picture would be banned even 
after offensive sequences had been 
scissored, 





more rank as two quota items is| 
sniffed at. Exhibs say it may tend} 
to keep down the total quota figure, 
distribs say it won’t work, because 
which American concern, where it! 
can get three pictures for that price, | 
will care to spend so much and only | 
get two? Definitely to benefit will 
be concerns like General Films, As-| 
sociated British and United Artists, 
which draw their quota supply from 
among product of high cost class. 
If Metro gets going with its British 
line-up it will benefit too. 
Producers Cocky 

Producers are cocky, with the Bill 
as planned giving them most every- 
thing asked — except ‘reciprocity’ 
with the U. S., for which they con- 
tinue to squawk. How and why the 
relatively small British industry can 
dictate selling policy to the U. S. 
} market is a point none of them has’ 
faced. 

Percentage figures proposed by the | 
BOT ensure at least as much general 
| British production as currently, with 
the rise approaching near the high| 
| figure the studios would welcome. | 
Cost test ensures a steady flow of| 
money into production, which is | 
more likely to go to reputable out- | 
fits than fly-by-night concerns which 
have existed on shameless quickies. 
Latter look like being definitely out, | 
unless the Act leaves loopholes for | 
phoney cost sheets, 

Group likely 
hard hit by th 


ual 








to be particularly, 
e minimum cost wort 


are small indie distribs, who exis 
principally on U.K. rights of low- 


cost American product, which they 
obtain at a flat payment of anything | 
from $1,000 to $5,000. One such one 
cern, with a program of 15 Ameri-} 
can pictures per year, finds itself | 
threatened with having to acquire | 
at least three domestic subjects, each | 
one of which would have to cost as, 


much as its entire American pro- 
gram. | 
With an annual turnover not ex-} 


ceeding $200,000 at most, these little 
| indies would find it an impossibility 
to get hold of British films of quota | 
rating. Their slant that they 
should be permitted either to offset 
their U. S. program with British | 
shorts or to show a percentage of 
outlay on domestic product to com-| 
pare with that of the main schedule. 

Half a dozen of them are endeavor- 
ing to fix a protest deputation to the 
Board of Trade, which, they hold, 
has been guilty of overlooking them 
entirely. 

Although actual draft of the Bill 
as planned is not due tor a week or 
more, proposals already out have 
the entire trade agog. and it is now 
the only topic on the curb, 

It. as a matter of fact, stole all 
the thunder from Alexander Korda’s | 
homecoming news. It is a producers’ | 
measure, pure and simple, as might 


is 


be expected of such deliber ately | 
| protectionist legislation, with the) 
other parties wondering why they} 

have got to go on playing the butter 
and eazy man 


To Pix Animal Bill 


‘of Associated Newspapers 


'age throughout Australia. 


| dreaded Timor 


| Argossy Films Registered for Local— 


Made Down Under 
Sidney, May 28. 
Argossy Films has been registered 
here for the production of pix in 
Australia. Prospectus announces 
nominal capital as $250,000, in shares 
of $5 each. Half of this offered 


is 


for public subscription, payable at 
$2.50 on application, and a similat 
amount on allotment. Five thousand 


fully-paid shares go to the promoters 
for services rendered, with 20,000 
shares held in reserve. 

Argossy holds options for leasing 
the National and Figtree studios in 
N. S. Wales, and Clarence Badger is 
named as director. Prospectus states 
that technicians are available, and 
that local performers will be en- 
gaged. Company intends to pro- 
duce pix costing $40-50,000 each. 

Directors are R. E. Denison, Percy 
Smith, Clive Oglivy, Fred Daniell, 
and Don Service. Denison the 
son of Sir Hugh Denison, 


is 


and Na- 
tional. 


fices in Sir Hugh’s newspaper office, | 
and Daniell was connected some 
time ago with the production of 


‘The Flying Doctor.’ 
in England. 


At present he’s 





AMERICAN PIX 


COIN TIED UP 
IN JAPAN 


Tokyo, June 9. 
Continued adverse trade balance 
of Japan, brought about by hage 


purchases of materials used in muni- 
tions, has caused a further tighten- 
ing of control over foreign exchange 
here. 

American pic co.’s represented in 
Japan are forced to withhold re- 
mittances to home offices, being un- 
able to obtain necessary permits to 
export coin from the Finance:Office. 
How much is in cold storage is 
question, but it probably runs well 
into six figures. 

Recent regulation of the Finance 


|"Ministry permits remittances under 
/ $12,000 at one time, 


over that figure require special per- 
mit. Of course, if smaller remit- 
tances are too frequent, 
nixed, too. ’ 
Condition of the country points to 
a continuance of this. situation for 
some time to come, and if true, 
means that American pix interests | 
will have considerable coin tied up | 


| for an indefinite period. 





- Fox Gets Scoop 
On Coronation 
Reel in Aussie 


Sydney, May 30. 
Fox Movietone scooped the pool 
completely with Coronation cover- 
Ten days 
after the actual ceremony took place 
the special reel was screening in this 
city and in the nabes as well. Fox 
got in three days ahead of any op- 

position and clicked up a record. 
Leading morning daily here, in 
conjunction with the Melbourne dail- 
ies, came in with Fox on the record 


| try and spent heavy coin rushing the 


reel and photographs by fast plane 
all the way from England. Dutch 
nlanes were also contacted on a per- 
fect link and local airmen flew 
through rain and darkness across the 
Sea and inland Aus- 
tralia to land the pix. 

Captain P. G. Taylor and 
Percival of the Snider-Dean pub- 
licity office did the Timor crossing 
twice, also the flight across Central 
Australia. Day and night the planes 
flew on across continents, deserts 


‘and the sea. 


chairman | 


Ogilvy and Daniell have of- 


but amounts | 


Jack | 


Australia to Set GU-Hoyts 
Merger Pronto; 20-Year-Deal 





LONDON’S HAYMARKET 
SITE SET FOR CINEMA 


London, June 22. 

Haymarket site, most coveted 
show-shop location in London’s West 
End, has finally been disposed of to 
a private company at a cost of $6,- 
750,000. 

Plans have been 
County Council for 
deluxe cinema 
will have a massive 
| productions, 


o.k..d by the 
the erection of a 
2,000, which 


for stage 


seating 
stage 


Site has a 243-ft. frontage on Hay- 
market, and 172-ft. frontage on Cov- 
entry St. In order to comply with 
the County Council's traffic regula- 
tions, the Coventry St. frontage will 
be widened by 15 feet, with a ditto 


footage dented in on the 
side. 

Basement and sub-basement of the 
building will be utilized for the erec- 


Haymarket 


tion of a 2,000-seat nitery styled 
along the lines of the Bal Tabarin, in 
Paris. Roof will be devoted to a 


Planetarium, laid out along the lines 
of those in New York, Philadelphia, 
Los Angeles and Chicago. 

When entirely completed — the 
| building will have several shops and 
offices. It will cost approximately 
$10.000,000. 

Promoters of the venture are very 
reticent, but it is understood that 
Clifford C. Fisher and his various 
associates are personally interested 
with two American film companies 
in bidding for the picture house. 

Building will require a year to 
complete, with work commencing in 
the autumn, 


GOVT CONTROL 
OF PIX IN 
JAPAN? 


Tokyo, June 6. 

Ichizo Kobayashi, former prez of 
Toho, yesterday (5) returned from 
lan extensive trip through China and 
|Manchukuo, where he ostensibly 
gave things the o.o, for Tokyo Elec- 
|} trie Co., but actually made a per- 
| sonal survey of the motion pix biz. 
| Kobayashi expressed the opinion 
| that state control of pix biz in Man- 
| chukuo_js being done very effec tively | 
and smoothly and that a similar con- | 
trol in Japan will be realized sooner 
|or later. While Kobayashi wouldn't | 
elaborate on the latter statement, 
those who know him closely feel! 
that he in possession of definite | 
info regarding such a move by tre’! 
| Jap government. 
While no definite 


they’re | 


1s 


info regarding 


., decade. 


| 


| up. 


| 
| 


partners in GT, 


Charles Munro, managing direc- 
tor of Hoyts; Ken Asprey, attorney 
and special representative of Greater 
Union, and Stanley Crick, 20th- 
Fox general manager in Australia, 
all left New York early this week 
and sail for their home port of 
Sydney, Australia, Saturday. With 
their arrival down under they will 


start immediate 
renewal of 
rger for a term 
neral Theatre 


work on an expected 
the Greater Union-Hoyts 
me of 20 


Ge 


years as 


There is now 

in the 

held over 
Stuart 


of 


nothing, it 
way of 


for 
Doyle, 


is under- 
the merger 
the double 

managing 
Greater Union, bitterly 
fought such a deal, which 20th-Fox 
likes. With his resignation from the 
company two weeks ago, it is figured 
a cinch to go through, Sidney R, 
iXent, 20th-Fox prez, and Walter 
Hutchinson, 20th-Fox foreign chief- 
tain, will follow down to Sydney in 
August or September, but expect to 
stay only a very short while. This 
means, it understood, that the 
deal with all be set for them by then 
and they will merely have to sig- 
nature papers. 


stood, 
being 


director 


1S 


Merger of 
Union into 
forced about 
the height 


bankers, 


Hoyts 
General 


and Greater 
Theatres was 
five years ago, during 
of the depression, by 
expires in December 
and Doyle didn’t want to renew. 
Hoyts” did. American company 
comes into the picture via majority 
control of Hoyts. 

While the 


It 


fighting was going on 
in home territory, Munro and 
Crick came over to New York and 
set about signing product for Hoyts. 
Just before going back Munroe com- 
pleted a deal giving his chain all the 
UA pix for the next two years, thus 
giving him practically all American 
| films and leaving Greater Union, his 
in the cold. He has 
the 20th-Fox pix, Warners, Univer- 
sal, Columbia and RKO-Radio tied 
Metro and Paramount release 


themselves down there, via indie 
chains, 
Thus, Munro took it for granted 


|that Greater Union would give in, 


| 


| 


or else, and left no product, except 
indie and foreign for the opposition 
chain. While Union was having 
troubles within its own ranks, Munro 


|is figured in this way to have stolen 


state control can be obtained from) 


official quarters here, 
that it’s in the air. Recent tighten- 
ing of censorship, upping of censor 
fees and free talk about an increased 
tariff all point in that direction. 
One rumor which has been going the 


it is certain 


rounds is that Kobayashi is slated, 
to head gov't control, when and if 
it is established. 

If it transpires that Kobayashi 


does head some sort of control board 


foreign pix will fare pretty well. 
because Kobayashi is known as a 
{liberal and doesn’t look upon for- 
eign things with bch crc 


Sieteneede: Distrib Deal 


Hollywood, June 22. 
G. G. Motwane, Bombay theatre 
| executive, will 
| ‘I Cover Chinatown’ 
and Ceylon. 


in India, Burma 


| than 


distribute Banner’s | 


General Pictures releases with! 
Norman Foster, Polly Ann Young 
and Vinee Barnett featured, 


| 


{a march, 
Greater 
known 


Fact that Asprey, on the 
Union side of the fence, is 
to have worked with Munro 
on sealing of some of these product 
deals, is indication within itself that 
_there was trouble within the GU 


ranks, as well as indicating dis- 
|tinctly that there will be nothing 
|;more than routine involved in car- 
lerying through that 20 year pro- 


longation, 


Here McIntyre, Universal Austra- 
| lian manager, who was here for the 
'-U convention, also sails back of the 
same boat, but no _ political sig- 
nificance in that. 


Astrachan’s U. S. Visit 


Chicago, June 22. 
Lipton Astrachan, far eastern rep- 
resentative for Universal pictures, 
arrived in town yesterday (Mon.) on 
one of his infrequent visits from 
Asia. 
First 
home 


time Astrachan 
to visit his family 
two years. Heads 
and China in a 


has been 
in more 
back to 


Japan couple of 


weeks. 


MG’s Lewis Quits Japan 


Tokyo, June 6. 
for the past year 
Japanese manager for Metro, has 
left for the United States. 

J. D. Bermann, who has been in 
Japan since last December, takes 
over. 

Lewis will 
post, undecided yet 
New York. 


D. L. Lewis, 


be 


given a different 
. when he reaches 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For ecole of theatre and film exchange bookers, VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies fo? 
the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are inciuded.) 
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~ WEEK a sora ase i 
OF TITLE PRODUCER Pee ve (HEN 
RELEASE DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 

a MINS. BY VARIETY 
5/7/37 FRAME UP R. Cohn Col Com-D P. Kelly-J. Well reuniee 
THEY GAVE HIM A GUN H. Rapf - cr - - Kelly-J. ells D. R. Lederman 60 
SHALL WE DANCE? P ioe P’ MGM Rom-Dr S. Tracy-Tone-G. George W. S. VanDvke 93 5/19 
GUN Sy iC} _ Herman RKO Musical Astaire-Rogers M. Sandric 5/19 
SMOKE RANCH S. Siegel r Gene = ndrich 111 5/12 
GUN LORDS OF STIRRUP BASIN A. W. Hackel ti tea oo Sooner _J. Kane 
CAFE METROPOLE N. Johnson 20th Comte ll agg = Pas cata 
, : . -L. » H. Griffit 5/5 
IT HAPPENED OUT WEST & tame sae om-Dr A. Menjou-L. Young E. H. ¢ Tith 84 5/5 
WOMAN CHASES MAN S ‘eaten 7 h Western P. Kelly-J. Allen-J. Arthur H. Breiherton 65 6/9 
AS GOOD AS MARRIED rE M Ashe Ly Comedy Hopkins-McCrea John Blystone 71 6/16 
PRINCE AND PAUPER . M. Asher 1 Com-Dr J. Boles-D. Nolan E. Buzzell 73 5/26 
* + ee eee, oP LO oe: (sic WB Rom-Dr. E. Flynn-Mauch Twins W. Keighley 115 5 12 
5/14/37 VENUS MAKES TROUBLE W. McD« ae lle : rw a ee Prion ee 
THE TENTH MAN Mion. GB es Ph. iad Neg G. Wiles 58 5/19 
FOREVER YOURS Alberto Giacalone GN Musical Fare Aye > ad B. D. Hurst 
THIRTEENTH CHAIR 53 Coke MGM M fe ee as dea a aoe Stanley Irving 78 6/9 
TURN OFF THE MOON lig Stee AE > rs ) poem at vans- H. Daniell G. Sietz 66 6/9 
BEHIND HEADLINES Cliff ‘Rei ar omedy - Ruggles-E. Whitney Lew Seiler 719 5/26 
AFFAIRS OF CAPPY RICK 1 ‘eid RKO Com-Dr - Lee Tracy-D. Gibson R. Rosson 58 or 
ANY MAN’S WIFE KS B. Keily Rep Com W. Brennan-M., Brian Ralph Siaub 56 6/9 
GREAT HOSPITAL MYSTE H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr W. Gibson-Jackie Moran Car! Brown 67 
DAVID HARUM (REISSU RY S. Wurtzel 20th Mystery J. Darwell-S. Rumann J. Tinting 6/16 
LOVE FROM A STRANGER Schuck aoth Comedy W. Rogers-L. Dresser J. Cruze 
OH. DOCTOR R a Gos UA Melodrama A. Harding-B. Rathbone R. V. Ire RT 4/21 
CHEROKEE STRIP - Grainger U Comedy E. E, Horton-Eve Arden Ray McCarey 67 6/23 
DRAEGERMAN COURAGE BF WB RomeCon Fg ic age Ot pres Noel Smith 58 6/2 
ass MA? , . Foy J om-Com . Muir-B. MacLane Louis King 59 5/2 
ce niger — ee 7 ae) Sats ee PS : Senet er 4 5 26 
5/21/37 SING, COWBOY, SING E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter ee 
; ; : ed , R. N. Brad ‘y 
PICK A STAR Hal Roach MGM Musical J. Haley-P. Pe ita and E. hedawiek” 16 6/2 
: ardy 
NIGHT OF MYSTERY : ‘a. 
THERE GOES MY GIRL Ww . Par Musical R. Karns-H. Burgess FE. A. Dupont 16 
COME ON, COWBOYS . Sistrom RKO Comedy G. Raymond-A. Sothern-B. Holmes Ben Holmes 14 6/16 
CHARLIE CHAN AT OLYMPICS « ae og Rep Western B. Livingston-R. Corrigan Joe Kane 53 6/16 
. , x ‘ one 20th Mystery W. Oland-K. de Mille H. B. Hum’stone . 
WINGS OVER HONOLULU E. M. Asher U Rom-Dr R. Milland-W. Barri H. Cc. P zs 5/26 
THE GO GETTER ‘Cosmo WB Rom-Dr G. Brent A "Louise > i ee se 6/2 
a oe plusion sp . “A. B. Berkeley 90 6/9 
5/233 A eee MEN E. Chodorov Col Drama I. Hervey-W. Connolly Al Green 71 ee 
IN PARIS W. R ] P - 6/16 
. Ruggles ar Rom-Com C. Colbert-Melvyn Douglas W. Ruggle / 
HOLLYWOOD COWBOY G. A. Hirliman RKO Wester G. O'Brien-C. Packer-E. - Rugsles 85 6/9 
THIS IS MY AFFAIR K Peer pane oa bat he > . a ey fag Be _ Ewing Scott 
, : . ylor-B. Stanwyck- A. Seiter , 
pia Y--- RED ROBE R. T. Kane 20th Drama C. Veidt-R. Massey Vs Reutcecs 100 ; 5; 
wae Speed LIPS M. Schach UA Rom-Dr E. Bergner-R, Massey Paul Czinner 70 if 
-® ryt IN BLUE K. Glasmon U Melodrama R.. Wilcox-N. Grey M. Carruth 60 6 
sai P ALLAHAD WB WB Drama E. G. Robinson-B. Davis M. Curtiz 100 6/2 
6/4/37 RECKLESS RAN : uroon pet i 
. TALK OF THE ee, C ol Col Western Bob Allen-B. Weeks S. G. Bennett > 
HELL DIVERS (RE : B. & D, GB Rom-Dt R. Cortez-S. Eilers Carl Reid 16 5/19 
PARNELL. -ISSUE) MGM MGM Com-Dr W. Beery-Gable-C, Nagle G. Hill 109 12/29/31 
HOTEL WAY WIRE s.Siat MGM Rom-Dr |: Gable-Myrne Ley”, John Sta Ms 68 
: t 7 . ° rillo-L. Overman 3 ‘chainbs 
BORDER CAFE Bob Sisk RKO Western J. Beal-H. Carey-Armida Lew Cana” $7 hy 
aaa AT SUNDOWN A. W. Hackel Rep Western But Steele Sam Newfield 67 6/9 
WHEN aa pt ang J. Stone 20th Drama J. Withers-Robert Kent James Tinling 74 5/26 
THE WILDCATTER Criterion UA Rom-Dr D. Fairbanks, Jr.-V. Hobsen Raoul Walsh 85 6/16 
CASE OF STUTTERING BISHOP Geo. Owen U Drama S. Colton-J. Rogers Ray McCarey 58 6/16 
ae ae Sa WB WB Mystery D. Woods-Ann Dvorak W. Clemens 70 6/2 a 
/11/37 A DAY AT THE RACES L. Wei --——-- ns 
j 44, : . Weingarten MGM Comedy Marx Bros. Sam Wood — 
a ae B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama A. Tamiroff-J, Trent eS Vidor = 6/23 . 
TOAST OF NEW YORK = ‘Siall EKO 5 nd en AVEAIEE, Gries” Te 
IT COULD HAPPEN TO You L. Fields Rep Rom-Dr A. Baxter-A. Leeds Phil Rosen 64 
é AT S. G. Engel 20th Comedy R. Hudson-A. Treacher-Jack M. St. Clair 
Haley 
SLIM WB WwB Drama P. O’Brien-H. Fond i 
. - : -H. a R. Enright 
on 2 17) BLAZING SIXES WB WB Western D. Foran-H. Valkis Noel Smith -) 
6/18/37 TWO-FISTED SHERIFF H. L. Deck . : “< 
(ded me Fe e West 5 ~B. "i —— 
BANK ALARM Condor GN Melodrama ” pate ae ene 
MARRIED BEFORE BREAKFAST S. Zimbalist MGM Com-Dr R. Young-Florence Rice EL Marin. 7 aie 
NORTH OF RIO GRANDE Harry Sherman Par Western Wm. Boyd-Geo, Hayes Nate Watt 
MOUNTAIN MUSIC Ben Glazer Par Comedy B. Burns-Martha Raye C. Reisner 15 
uve te oun (a David Loew RKO Comedy Joe E. Brown E. Sedgwick 70 
:, &. vo e usical ‘é -W. 2 
YODELIN’ KID FROM PINE RIDGE ih: Scheuer Rep, Western Gens ‘ietey ih. Bethavts vy, Ea as 
BIG BUSINESS Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Deane F. R. Strayer 61 6/2 
WALT mented peed AWARD W. Disney UA Comedy Cartoon W. Disney +4 
ARMORED CAR FE. M. Asher U Melodrama R. Wilcox-J. Barrett 
ine Sheth ene bi | ve et G. Farrell-B. Mnclans F SteDonald 4 
rama Jean Muir-G. Oliver Nick Grinde 
6/25/37 DEVIL IS DRIVING Col Col Melodrama R. Dix-Joan Perry H. Lachman her 
GIRLS CAN PLAY Ralph Cohn Col Comedy J. Wells-C, Quigley L. Hiilyer 59 6/23 
SWEETHEART OF THE NAVY B. F. Zeidman GN Comedy Eric Linden-C. Parker D. Mansfield 61 
CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS L. D. Lighton MGM Spectacle F. hee Ns toe oe Tracy- V. Fleming 115 5/19 
. Barrymore 
LAST TRAIN FROM MADRID G. M. Arthur Par Drama L. Ayres-D. Lamour J. Hogs 
YOU CAN’T BEAT LOVE Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Com P. Foster-J. Fontaine & Cubeane ” e/a 
A LAW MAN IS BORN A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown-I. Meredith Sam Newfield 
SING AND BE HAPPY M. H. Feld 20th Musical J. Davis-A. Marin H. Lehrman 67 6/23 
ant Fae E. ee wn x ms Grey-K. Taylor Ray McCarey 
om-Dr . Francis-E, Flynn W. Dieterle 73 6/23 
7/2/37 A FIGHT TO THE FINISH R. Cohn Col Action D. Perry-R. Keith C. C. Coleman 
ONE MAN JUSTICE H. L. Decker Col Western C. Starrett-B. Weeks Leon Barsha 
ROARING TIMBER R. Flothow an na ae Jack Holt-G. Bradley Phil Rosen 
RIDERS OF THE ROCKIES Ed Finney G estern Tex Ritter R. N. Bradt 
THE EMPEROR’S CANDLESTICKS J. Considine MGM Rom-Dr Powell-Rainer G. Sscieneee 
THIRTEENTH MAN Lon Young Mono ae sa W. Heyburn-I. Courtney W. Nigh 
MIDNIGHT MADONNA E. Cohen Par elodrama W. William-M. Correll J. Flood 
FORLORN RIVER Par Par Western L. Crabbe-June Martel c. Daten ” 
NEW FACES OF 1937 Edward Small RKO Musical M. ater nee mtn Hilliard- Leigh Jason 
arkyakarkus 
SLAVE SHIP N. Johnson 20th Spectacle W. Baxter-W. Beery-E. Allen T: yar F 
DARK JOURNEY V. Saville UA Drama C. Veidt-V. Leigh-J. Gardner v. Seville. a 6/23 
I COVER THE WAR Trem Carr U Drama J. Wayne-D. Barclay-G. Gaze A. Lubin 
SINGING MARINE L. Edelman WB Musical D. Powell-D. Weston Ray Enright 
7/9/37 THE SHADOW STRIKES M. and A. Alex- GN Mystery R. LaRocque-L. Anders Lynn Shores 62 
ander 
BETWEEN TWO WOMEN MGM _— MGM Drama Tone-V. Bruce-M. O’Sullivan G. Seitz 
HOOSIER SCHOOLBOY K. Goldsmith Mono Drama M. Rooney-F. Shields W. Nigh 
WILD MONEY Par Par Com-Dr E. E. Horton-L. Campbell Louis King 70 
ON AGAIN, OFF AGAIN L. Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Woolsey-E. Muir Edw. Cline 
BORN RECKLESS M. H. Feld 20th Melodrama B. Donlevy-R. Hudson M. St. Clair 60 
WESTBOUND LIMITED H. onan nee U Rom-Dr L. Talbot-P. Rowles F. Beebe 
oenig 
PUBLIC WEDDING WB WB Com-Dr J. Wyman-M. Wilson Nick Grinde 
EMPTY HOLSTERS WB WB Western D. Foran-P. Walthall B. Eason 
7 16 ut IT CAN’T LAST FOREVER H. L. Decker Col Comedy R. Bellamy-B. Furness DD, R. ileteiand: eel 
BOOTS OF DESTINY Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 
BLAZING BARRIERS K. Goldsmith Mono Drama F. Coghlan-E. Arnold, Jr, A. Scotte 
RIDERS OF THE DAWN R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
TOPPER Hai Roach MGM Comedy C. Bennett-R. Young N. MacLeod - 
EASY LIVING A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Comedy J. Arthur-R, Milland M. Leisen 
SUPER SLEUTH Edw. Small RKO Mysters J. Oakie-A. Sothern Ben Stoloft 
THE CALIFORNIAN Sol Lesse r 20th Wester n R. Arlen-R. Cortez Gus Meins 
THE ROAD BACK . U Drama J. King-B. Read-A. Devine J. Whale 105 623 
EVER SINCE EVE Cosmo WweB Rom-Com M. Davies-R. Mentgomery L. Bacon 81 
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WORLD PREMIERE AT 
HOLLYWOOD'S CARTHAY CIRCLE 


Chosen to share the glory of “Wee Willie 
Winkie’s" brilliant $2.00, two-a-day world 
premiere engagement! 


e Coronation 


TECHNICOLOR 


Here’s just one of the trade press raves: 





“All the pomp, the pageaniry, the riotous color of robes and jewels and cheering 
throngs attendant upon the coronation of a monarch and his queen, have been 
caught in their impressive splendor by the wonder of the Technicolor camera in 


this color featurette!’— says Motion Picture Daily. 


Exclusive with 
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Judge Devaney 








(Continued from page 6) 





national legislation to drive out some 
of the unfair trade practices which 
now exist in the amusement business 
if negotiations for round table con- 
ferences prove of no avail,’ the Stef- 
fes’ announcement states. 


Steffes did not make public the re- 
tainer which will be paid to De- 
vaney, but it is known that it will 
run well into the five figures. An 
$12,000 fund is being raised through 
special assessments and increased 
dues which Northwest Allied mem- 
bers agreed to pay. Out of this sum 
will come the Devaney compensa- 
tion. 

The late Governor F. B. Olson ap- 
pointed Devaney chief justice of the 
state supreme court in 1933 and the 
appointment received the approval 
of the bar. In the 1934 election De- 
vaney was retained by the electorate 
as chief justice by the largest major- 
ity received by any candidate. How- 
ever, he resigned Feb. 15, 1937, to 
re-enter private practice. He re- 
cently was elected first preslent of 
the recently organized National Law- 
yers’ Guild, a nation-wide organiza- 
tion of liberal lawyers with head- 
quarters at Washington, D.C. Judge 
Devaney followed Attorney General 
H. S. Cummings and Assistant At- 
torney General Robert Jackson as 
the third witness before the UV. S. 
Senate judiciary committee in sup- 
port of President Roosevelt’s judicial 
reform bill. He ran fifth among all 
lawyers of the nation in a poll to de- 
termine the foremost members of the 
bar. The poll covered a cross-sec- 
tion of 175,000 lawyers and was taken 
by the American Institute of Pub- 
lic Opinion. 


NBC-RCA-Tele 








(Continued from page 5) 


RCA sets now in the hands of mem- 
bers of the official Radio Corp. 
family to cover test television pro- 
grams. They would be used in much 
the same manner as the more ex- 
pénsive radio sets were employed in 
the pioneering days of radio. Tele- 
vision will be ready for com- 
mercialization on a reasonable scale 
by 1959, some claim. But really 
profitable commercial cperation will 
not appear until eight to 10 years 
from now. 

With many strides yet to be taken 
before the television image can be 
enlarged, experts do not think tele- 
vision of even 3 to 4 feet in size 
will be available for theatre use un- 
til about 1944 or 1943 at the earliest. 
Even with this size, it would repre- 
sent little more than a novelty for 
theatre patrons. , 

And before this is possible, coaxial 
cables will have to be laid to all 
sections of the country if complete 
coverage is to be accorded, Thus 
far this has cost about $6,000 per 
mile, which gives a rough idea. 
Even then, the most ardent tele- 
vision enthusiasts see no reason for 
using sight-and-sound broadcast ex- 
cept on a giant national event since 
the film can be secured for the same 
coverage with better results and a 
fraction of the cost. 

Television program last week was 
Piped from the NBC studios to the 
Empire State building transmitter 
via coaxial cable, demonstrating how 
Successfully this cable line can be 
used. 





THAR SHE BLOWS 
Hollywood, June 22. 

Preparations are almost completed 
for filming Trem Carr’s ‘Adven-- 
ture’s End,’ whaling story to be 
made off Catalina aboard ship. 

John Wayne heads the cast and 
Arthur Lubin directs, 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Radio has switched ‘A House In 
the Country’ to ‘Hideaway.’ 

Walter Wanger’s ‘Carelessly’ will 
80 out as ‘I Met My Love Again.’ 

Columbia changed ‘Take the Air’ 
to ‘The Big Shot.’ 

Pigskin Parade of 1937,’ at 20th- 
Fox changed to ‘Life Begins In Col- 
lege.’ ‘Lancer Spy,’ same studio, be- 
comes ‘Life of a Lancer Spy.’ 

. Universal's ‘Hell on Ice’ now is 
Idol of the Crowd.’ 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, June 22. 
John Ford bought Ernest Haycox’s 
Collier's story, ‘Stage to Lordsburg.’ 
Screen rights to ‘Lillie, Inc.,’ novel 
by Tishla Naomi, acquired by Leo 
cCarey. 
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Advance Production Chart 








Hollywood, June 22. 


| having eight before the cameras. 


Several films that got the gun in the 


Production pace maintained an even keel on major lots during past | last week or so will continue in work the greater part of the summer, 


fortnight with 47 pictures before the cameras. United Artists units showed | 
a burst of activity with five in work, including a number of supers. With | 
five others prepping, UA and Selznick International lots were humming. | 

Warners and 20th-For headed the production list numerically, each 


' 
‘ 


Number of pictures started and finished to the preview stage ran neck 
and neck, with 17 being launched and 17 completed. Previews were ap- 
portioned: Grand National, 3; Metro, 2; Paramount, 4; Radio, 1; 20th- 
For, 2; Warners, 1, the extra preview being Crescent’s. 





Columbia 


Two in work, 12 editing, 13 preparing. In work: 

PMs sa ALL YOURS,’ reported Variery June 16 as IT’S ALL YOURS.’ 
arted: 

‘LIFE BEGINS WITH LOVE,’ produced by Myles Connolly, directed by 
Ray McCarey, original by Dorothy Bennett, screenplay by Tom Mitchell 
and Brown Holmes. Cast: Jean Parker, Douglass Montgomery, Edith 
Fellows, Leona Maricle, James Burke, Minerva Urecal, Lumsden Hare. 

Story relates adventures of Douglass Montgomery, heir to millions of 
his grandfather, Lumsden Hare, who wakes up with a hangover the morn- 
ing after his bachelor dinner on the eve of his marriage to Leona Maricle. 
Influenced by a soapbox orator, he decides to give up his grandfather’s 
money and go to work. To the consternation of his fiancee and family, 
he starts on a bumming tour accompanied only by his St. Bernard dog. 
At a day nursery he meets Jean Parker, the manager, and Edith Fellows, 
one of the children. They fall in love and he returns home still de- 
termined not to marry the socialite. 

Readied to start: ‘THE AWFUL TRUTH’ and ’LL TAKE ROMANCE.’ 


Grand National 


Nothing in work, 1 editing, 12 preparing. 


Readied to start: ‘SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT.’ 








Five in work, 2 editing, 7 preparing. .In work: ° 

‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ reported Variety March 10: ‘FIREFLY.’ re- 
ported Variety April 28; ‘BETWEEN TWO WOMEN,’ reported May 12: 
‘DOUBLE WEDDING,’ reported June 16. Started: ° 

‘THE BRIDE WORE RED,’ original title, ‘ONCE THERE WAS A LADY,’ 
produced by Joseph Mankiewicz, directed by Dorothy Arzner, original 
_ Reg Meinl —— AS wei oe Ferenc Molnar. Cast: Joan Crawford, 

chot Tone, Rober oung, Reginald Ow ili 7 ‘ver 
Goakae Wiee' Gitte Pst g Owen, Billie Burke, Lynne Carver, 

Story reveals Crawford as singer in cheap waterfront cafe in Trieste. 
George Zuccu has had an argument with Robert Young about human 
equality and Zucco, a wealthy eccentric nobleman, gives Crawford a large 
sum that he has won at gaming, sending her to Lotschen, fashionable 
mountain resort, to pose as a lady for a month. Young is at Lotschen 
with his fiancee, Lynne Carver. At Lotschen she meets Tone, the town’s 
postman and telegraph operator who knows everybody’s business, humbly 
born, but a gentleman. Zucco’s telegrams announcing Joan as a glamorous 
woman of the world bring her immediate social recognition. Young meets 
her and falls desperately in love. 

‘THE UMBRELLA MAN,’ produced by Sam Zimbalist, directed by 
William Thiele, based on play by Will Scott, no other writing credits. 
Cast: George Murphy, Rita Johnson, Leo G. Carroll, Eddie Quillan, Vir- 
ginia Fields, George Zucco, Montagu Love. 

Story is mystery melodrama dealing with series of murders and ex- 
tortions, George Murphy in role of London reporter. Zucco, Scotland 
Yard inspector, takes charge of the investigation and search for the mys- 
terious umbrella man, believed responsible for the murder of a police- 
man. A note crashes through a pub window warning Murphy to beware. 
Virginia Fields is murdered when she investigates a noise while she is 
with Eddie Quillan, her sweetheart. A note is found demanding money. 
The umbrella man over the telephone demands that Montagu Love pay 
10,000 pounds under threat of injury to his daughter, Rita Johnson, Latter 
is kidnaped, but Murphy in the end captures the umbrella man. 

Readied to start: ‘BIG CITY.’ 


Monogram 





Two in work, 2 editing, 7 preparing. In work: 

‘RIDERS OF THE DAWN,’ reported Variety June 16. Started: 

‘LUCK OF ROARING CAMP,’ produced by Joseph H. Steele, directed 
by I. V. Willat, original by Bret Harte, adaptation and screenplay by 
Harvey Gates. Cast: Owen Davis, Jr.. Joan Woodbury, Charles Brokaw, 
Ferris Taylor, Bob Kortman, Charles King, Jr. 

Story has a "49er background with Owen Davis, Jr., poor law student, 
struggling in Roaring Camp, a hard luck miners’ community where no 
one finds gold. Charles Brokaw. gambler about to,be hanged, and his 
wife, who is about to have a child, are seen in flight. Brokaw escapes, 
abandoning his wife. who finds her way to Roaring Camp, where she 
gives birth to her baby and dies. Davis takes care of the infant. Gold is 
struck and the,miners enthusiastically name the baby Luck, promising to 











PRODUCTION TABLE 
(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 season.) 
Balance 
Pix tobe Stories 
Number Pix now placed in 
Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
eontributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
companies. promised. pleted. work. rooms. cameras. tion. 
COLUMBIA ..... vitae 28 2 3 8 15 
Larry Darmour........ 8 3 +m 1 4 1 
GRAND NATIONAL..., 44 29 0 4 10 10 
., , eee sistene 26 5 7 10 11 
Hal Roach...... TYTTrS 4 4 M3 1 1 over T 
PARAMOUNT .......... 48 45 7 7. 9 over 8 
B. P. Schulberg....... 8 5 1 es 2 2 
Emanuel Cohen....... 8 4 1 1 2 2 
Harry Sherman....... 6 5 ri 1 id 
Peamn LACE... .cccccecs 1 1 * id 
S| rare 39 23 5 6 5 9 
David Loew........... 2 2 a és 1 
George Hirliman...... 6 3 éa 1 2 2 
8 aaa ° 3 1 1 1 1 
TEE 3.556 95 04.6686 56 21 1 8 25 6 
A. WwW. Hackel......... . 16 16 ia és os 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 61 x 713 over 9 
BO BMONOT. .....0% oeece 6 3 ea 1 2 2 
UNITED ARTISTS: ‘ ; 5 ha ~ 
Samuel Goldwyn...... 7 2 3 1 2 2 
Walt r Wanger....... ‘ 7 3 1 1 2 2 
Selanmick .........+-.. 5 3 1 1 1 2 
BE, MOSSROP. .. ccccccces | ee $e 3 
Criterion ..... Coccccce 2 ve ae ‘ 
Korda London......... 6 a es os a 
UNIVERSAL .....0005-8 36 36 4 6 10 over 8 
Buck Jones. .....305+++ 6 6 1 .. 2 over 7 
WARNERS .cccccccessse PW 65 8 8 22 over 9 
MONOGRAM .ccccoces+ 42 2 6 34 9 
Dotale cccccccccccces TS 393 56 81 167 111 

















stake a claim for the little one, etc., but they forget and leave Davis and 
the infant in poverty. Prosperity brings people in and gamblers arrive. 
Brokaw finds his way to Roaring Camp and also Joan Woodbury, cafe 
enteriainer, a hardbitten dame. Living space is at a premium so Joan 
bunks in with Davis and the baby. Brokaw falls for Joan and propo- 
sitions her, but she likes Davis. Mysterious stage coach robberies occur. 
The robber is Davis, who steals to support the child. Brokaw sees a cape 
the baby is wearing, recognizes it as his dead wife’s, and knows the baby 
is his own. Leaving, he sees a stage robbed at a distance and takes the 
blame for it. Davis insists he himself is guilty. Brokaw tries to flee and 
is shot. Davis and Joan go away together with the baby seeking a new 
haven. 

teadied to start: ‘ATLANTIC FLIGHT,’ ‘TELEPHONE 
‘A BRIDE FOR HENRY,’ ‘TWO WELL-DRESSED MEN.’ 


OPERATOR,’ 


Paramount 





Seven in work, 7 editing, 12 preparing. In work: 

‘ANGEL,’ reported Variery March 31; ‘DOUBLE OR NOTHING,’ re- 
ported May 12; ‘EBB TIDE’ and ‘GOOD NIGHT, LADIES,’ repovried June 
16; ‘THIS WAY, PLEASE,’ reported May 26. Started: 

‘ON SUCH A NIGHT,’ produced by Emanuel Cohen, directed by E. A 


Dupont, original by Morley F. Cassidy, S. S. Field and J. D. Klorer: 
screenplay by Doris Malloy and William Lipman. Cast: Karen Morley, 
Grant Richards, Roscoe Karns, Alan Mowbray, Milli Monti, Eduardo 


Ciannelli, Robert McWade, John Wray. 

Story laid in Louisiana, where Karen Morley, famous actress, appears 
at murder trial of Grant Richards and admits to Roscoe Karns, reporter, 
that she is Richards’ wife. On the night Grant is to be executed floods 
sweep upon the prison. While being moved, he and his guard are swept 
into a swollen river. Grant goes to the refugee camp where Eduardo 
Ciannelli, an old associate, is living and Karen tries to take Richards 
away. She hires the car and trailer of Alan Mowbray and Milli Monti, 
with Ciannelli and Karns following in pursuit. The whole party finds 
refuge in an old mansion. Rising floods make death appear certain for all. 
Ciannelli admits framing Richards. Richards rescues the party by blow- 
ing up a levee and Ciannelli’s confession means happiness for Richards 
and Karen. 

‘ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN,’ produced by B. P. Schulberg. directed 
by Erle Kenton, original by George Auerbach, screenplay by Frederick 
Jackson and Theodore Reeves. Cast: William Gargan, Orien Heyward, 
Vivienne Osborne, Richard Carle, Roland Drew, Alan Birmingham, Harry 
Beresford, Mike Morita, Tully Marshall, Frank Austin, Jeanne LaFayette. 

Story concerns adventures of Gargan and Orien Heyward, husband and 
wife, both impractical and accustomed to luxury. They are supported 
in their gay and carefree life by a wealthy uncle who dies suddenly, 
leaving them penniless. Gargan believes himself the heir to the fortune, 
but no will can be found and the money goes to Roland Drew. Gargan 
decides to support himself by writing detective tales. Miss Heyward 
divorces Gargan and he is thrown into jail when he fails to pay alimony. 
Released on his promise to work, he goes to New York disguised as the 
detective character he created in his fanciful stories. He unearths mur- 
derers of his uncle and brings to light the existence of a murder ring who 
secrete or destroy their wills, splitting proceeds with some relative. From 
this point on the story picks up tempo, with Gargan outwitting the under- 
world gang and finally winning the fortune and a reunion with Orien 
Heyward. 

Readied to start: ‘PARTNERS IN CRIME,’ ‘LOVE ON TOAST,’ ‘AN 
EMPIRE IS BORN,’ ‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND, ‘SOPHIE LANG IN 
HOLLYWOOD,’ ‘ARIZONA AMES,’ ‘BONANZA.’ 


RKO-Radio 


Five in work, 6 editing, 9 preparing. .In work: 

‘MAKE A WISH,’ Sol Lesser, reported Variery May 26; ‘THE LIFE OF 
THE PARTY,’ reported June 16; ‘ANNAPOLIS SALUTE,’ reported June 
16. Started: 

‘MUSIC FOR MADAME,’ produced by Jesse L. Lasky, directed by J. G. 
Blystone, original by Robert Harari and Hans Kraly, screenplay by Lynn 
Starling, music by Rudolph Friml and Gus Kahn. Cast: Nino Martini, 
Joan Fontaine, Lee Patrick, Alan Mowbray, Erik Rhodes, Billy Gilbert, 
Frank Conroy, Bradley Page, Diana Gibson, Bill Corson, Barbara Pepper, 
Alan Hale. 

Story revolves around ambition of Martini, an Italian immigrant youth, 
to become singing star. En route to Hollywood, he attracts attention of 
Frank Conroy and Bradley Page, crooks planning to steal the $500,000 
necklace which a film producer is to give his daughter as wedding present. 
Crooks install Martini in a luxurious hotel suite. Joan Fontaine, a Holly- 
wood extra girl, has written an operetta which she wants to bring before 
the attention of Alan Mowbray, famous musical director. She crashes 
the wedding party, as does also Martini. He sings the famous aria from 
‘Pagliacci.’ Attracted, the detective guarding the necklace leaves his 
charge. The necklace disappears. Martini does not return for an encore, 
having been snatched away by Conroy and Page, and suspicion centers 
on him as the thief. ; 

‘STAGE DOOR,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman, directed by Gregory 
LaCava, original play by George S. Kaufman and Edna Ferber, screenplay 
by Anthony Veiller and William Slavens McNutt. Cast: Ginger Rogers, 
Katharine Hepburn, Gail Patrick, Adolphe Menjou, Leona Roberts, Mar- 
jorie Lord. , : 
sg ve synopsis on ‘Stage Door,’ Broadway hit, though film in production 
two weeks, undergoing consiant changes in script from day to day. ; 

Readied to start: ‘THE KANGAROOS,’ formerly ‘FALL GUYS 
‘FLIGHT FROM GLORY,’ ‘FOOLS OF THE LEGION. 


Republic 


One in work, 7 editing, 6 preparing. Started: 

‘LOVE AHOY,’ produced by Armand Schaefer, directed by Hamilton 
Macfadden, no writing credits. Cast: Weldon Heyburn, Jeanne Madden, 
Warren Hymer, Dorothy McNulty, J. Carroll Naish, Charles Trowbridge, 
Syd Saylor. Ralph Sanford, Anthony Pawley. 

“Story deals with adventures of Weldon Heyburn, chief bosun’s mate, and 
Warren Hymer, chief machinist’s mate, both in the Coast Guard. They 
are pals, but opposites, Heyburn being the success with the ladies and 
always stealing his chum’s girl friends. Smugglers operating in the 
harbor district are a bane to the Coast Guard. Head of the gang is J. 
Carroll Naish, operator of a gambling night club aboard a ship off the 
coast. whose contact ashore is Charles Trowbridge. Trying to trap the 
smugglers, Heyburn and Hymer meet Dorothy McNulty, entertainer on 
the gambling ship. Smugglers plan a big coup by holding a fashion show 
on the ship, bringing empty cases aboard that are supposed to contain 
expensive fur coats and plotting to take back smuggled fur coats held on 
board. The conspiracy is thwarted by Hymer, who is attempting to patch 
up the break which he has caused between Heyburn and Jeanne Madden. 
Lovers are reunited and Hymer discovers an awakening interest in 
Dorothy as crooks are apprehended. 

Readied to start: ‘PUBLIC COWBOY NO. ONE.’ 


20th Century-Fox 


Eight in work, 7 editing, 9 preparing. In work: 

‘YOU CAN’T HAVE EVERYTHING,’ reported Vactcry Mov 12; ‘HEIDI? 
‘THIN ICE,’ ‘LANCER SPY,’ reported May 26; ‘DANGER, LOVE AT 
WORK,’ reported June 16. Started: 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Only the 20th Century-Fox-Educational Shorts give you 
| { such big star values in two-reel comedies and such a wide 
variety of top rank amusement in the one-reel pictures, too. 
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2th-Fox’s $2,500 Minimum Rental 
Per Pic When It Takes Over the Roxy 7) POMAIT A AK. 


Twentieth Century-Fox on Friday 
(25) will submit to N. Y. Federal 
Judge Francis G. Caffey its fran- 
chise for the Roxy theatre, 
Ne Es the new organization. 
The film corporation will guarantee 
a minimum of $2,500 to the theatre 
for each feature picture, plus 50% 


setup 
under 


cut on $32,500 to $40,000 weekly 
gross, and a 65% rental split over 
$40,000 intake. Should a picture 


gross $23,000 or over for the first 
three days, the film corporation 





Far Cry 


Hollywood, June 22. 
To celebrate third anniver- 
sary of Marcal theatre, Albert 
Galston and Jay Sutton are re- 
viving ‘The Great Train Rob- 
bery,’ first long motion picture. 








recommends it must hold over a 
second week. 

It is also planned that if at the 
end of the first year under the new 
management the various interests in 
the theatre cannot agree, the dis- 
putes will be submitted to an arbi- 
tration board. 


Carlos Israeis, counsel for the 
Pounds bondholders’ committee, in- 
formed Judge Caffey on Friday (18) 
that various banks had submitted 
closed bids for the trusteeship under 
the new mortgage. These bids, to- 
gether with the first mortgage in- 
denture setup, will also be revealed 
next Friday. 

Although the overhead was greater 
than the receipts taken in by the 
theatre during the period from April 
20 to May 27, Howard S. Cullman, 
in his report as trustee, claimed a 
net profit of $9,609. 

Cullman explains this through the 
payment of $25,000 on account of 
outstanding receiver certificates and 
$47,072 on real estate and franchise 
taxes. 

For the period, the trustee reports 
cash receipts amounting to $138,570 
and disbursements of $201,663, a dif- 
ference of $63,092. Cash on hand 
April 29 amounted to $134,764 as 
against $71,672 on May 27. The 
profit claimed was fixed before ad- 
ministration and other debts were 
covered. 

Judge Caffey directed that 2,000 
copies of the report of Special 
Master Addison S. Pratt on the re- 
organization and his own opinion be 
distributed free of charge to those 
who desire them. 

A minor change in the reorg plan 
was ordered Saturday (19) by Judge 
Caffey at the request of the Gold 
Note Holders’ Protective Committee. 
The amendment provides that the 
15,480 shares of $1.50 accumulative 
dividend preferred stock be issued 
to the noteholders instead of the 
7,740 $3 shares under the original 
plan. The new stock is callable at 
$51 instead of $102. 

Judge Caffey on Monday (21) re- 
vealed that the Continental Bank & 
Trust Co. was the lowest bidder for 
the trusteeship of Roxy first mort- 
gage bondholders under the new 
organization. The Continental of- 
fered to fake over the work for a 
fixed fee of $2,000, plus expenses for 
the first year, and $750 for each of 
the succeeding 19 years during 
which 20th-Fox will have control. 

After a short discussion in cham- 
bers the hearing on the offers was 
postponed until Friday when it is 
expected Judge Caffey will make 
known which of the six banks that 


submitted the bids will be named as 
trustee. 


MINN. DIVORCEMENT 





BILL NOW LOOKS COLD 





Minneapolis, June 22. 
The theatre chain tax bill which 
Virtually would put the Publix cir- 
cull out of Minnesota 
looks dead as far as the present 
special session of the state legis- 
lature is concerned. It isn’t making 

headway in the law -making body. 


) 


President W. A. Steffes of North- 
West Allied States has indicated that 


business in 


ls organization is not prepared to 
Set behind the bill at present be- 
Cause, for one thing, he doesn’t be 


lieve its chance ot passage are taver 











MUCH OPPOSITION TO 


ST. L. NEW TAX IDEAS: 


PICTURES 
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‘GH INDIES” IDEA 


Major Circuit’s Double-Bill- 
ing Knocking Off the In- 
dies in the Nabes—Latter 
See Their Sole Salvation 
Through Cutting Admis- 
sions as One Means to 


Force B&K Back 


| Singles 


50% SLASHES 


Chicago, June 22. 


St. Louis, June 22. 
A city amusement tax, designed to | 
2 - | 
raise $500,000 additional revenue! 


yearly to help offset existing munici- 
pal deficit of $2,000,000 that may be 
increased another $1,000,000 by April, 
1938, was bitterly assailed by film 
house operators at a public hearing 
heid last week by Board of Aldermen. 
Bill 
crease city 

Theatre asserted pro- 
posed tax, ranging from lc on tickets 
costing up to 75c to 10c on tickets 
more than 


is one of three designed to in- 
revenue by $1,025,000. 
spokesmen 


costing $4 would serve 


only to keep patrons away from 
theatres. Fred Wehrenberg, pres., 
MPTOA of Eastern Missouri and 


Southern Illinois, declared theatres 


could not absorb tax and that pa- 
trons already were ‘grumbling’ over 
‘nuisance taxes’— Federal amuse- 
ment and State sales tax on tickets. 
Proposed tax, Wehrenberg declared, 
would amount to 10% on a child’s 
ticket costing 10c. Wehrenberg also 
doubted constitutionality of measure. 

Harold W. (Chick) Evens, mgr. of 
Loew’s theatre, said proposed tax, 
with existing federal and state taxes, 
would make total tax 14% on a 50c 
ticket. 

Joseph Grand, counsel for St. 
Louis Amus. Co., operator of 31 
nabes, and Fanchon & Marco inter- 
ests here, discussed legal phases of 
bill and expressed belief such a levy 
was prohibited by state sales tax act. 
Clarence Kaiman, indie operator. 
told Board members that passage of 
ordinance would cause natives here 
to patronize houses in St. Louis 
County, just outside of city limits. 
He and Louis Ansell, another oper- 
ator who merged with Fanchon & 
Marco two weeks ago, predicted en- 
actment of proposed bill would force 
some of smaller indie operators out 
of business. All protestors vigorous- 
ly assailed bill on grounds that it 
was not properly scaled, in addition 
to other reasons. 

Board members assured those op- 
posing bill that measure would not 
be ‘rushed through’ and that much 
deliberation would be given on each 
proposal. 





Philly’s Tax Rap 


Philadelphia, June 22. 

City Council will take final action 
Thursday on the tax sock on Philly 
exhibs, now resigned to the grab 
without further battling. 

Fist-thumping during past two 
weeks, however, has won some con- 
cessions from the levyers. Finance 
committee has agreed to allow ex- 
hibs 2% of the take on admish tax 
for the trouble of collecting it. Have 
also agreed to eliminate kids under 
14 from its terms. 


Levy is le. on each 25c. admis- 
sion. or fraction thereof. It goes 
into effect July 23, when similar 


state tax is dropped. Other taxes to 
be passed by council Thursday are 
10% on gross receipts from bill- 
boards and signs, tax on marquees 
and on vending machines. 





during the short time which 
elapse before the session’s end 
and. for another, while there’s still 
a chance that the producers-distrib- 
utors may see the light and help 
jown expansion the inde- 
»xhibitors don’t wish to be 
parties to any injurious action 


able 
will 


¢ it 
LO pu 


pendent 


| Following 


three months of 


of the worst business in many years 
of Chicago exhibition business, the 
independent neighborhood houses 
are determined that they’ll do some- 
thing about it. General agreement 
among these exhibitors is that the 
double feature policy of the 
is currently responsible for the low 
grosses, and they are holding a num- 
ber of meetings to look into the sit- 
uation. 


For the first time the exhibitors 
in the outlying districts seem to be 


some 


ation can the problems be met, 
for that reason there is 


and 
more ex- 


a long, long time. 
ings seem agreed on two moves to 
combat the double feature policy, 
which is the particular favorite of 
Balaban & Katz, local major circuit. 

Meetings point to a general revolt 
on the part of the indie exhibs 
against twin bills, and, 
a general dive of admission prices 
to. buck the competition of the big 
circuit houses. 

Surprising even to the exhibitors 
themselves is the almost universal 
decision to slice prices as a com- 
petitive measure against B. & K. and 
the other circuits which continue 
with twin pictures, but they feel that 
should the indies kill off doubles, 
that only through the reduction of 
tariff rates can they battie on equal 
terms with the double flickers of the 
bigger houses, e 


Indies Favor Solos 


bills in the larger houses, the 
smaller indie spots are determined 
to return to single flickers, which 
turned in profits for them regularly 
in the past. Even certain B. & K. 
semi-partnership houses such as the 
westside Iris are going into reverse 
with single bills in spite of the tacit 
disapproval of B. & K. These 
houses are certain that their par- 
ticular public doesn’t want doubles. 

However, to meet the bargain 
temptations of double features at the 
big circuit spots, the indies have 


mission prices to 20c and 15c if 
necessary. They feel that since they 
can’t compete on equal terms with 


mammoth seaters, they must buck 
that picture bargain setup elsewhere. 


mission price war, they can battle 
the circuit houses where it hurts 
most since the circuits have 
yowling for some time in a general 
endeavor to jack up admission prices 
around these parts. 


With the price war on, the indies 


the indies will abandon the admis- 
sion slashing in return for a general 
elimination of twin flickers. De- 
termined to slice prices as much as 
50% are some of the top independent 
houses now getting from 25c to 35c 
per ducat. 

Meanwhile there are more secret 
meetings going on among exhibs 
locally than has been noticeable in 
many years. The exhibs are really 
in earnest this time, and are de- 
termined to kill off doubles them- 
selves even though B. & K. and the 
rest of the circuit spots continue to 
twin ‘em. 





Into | 


convinced that only through cooper- | 








CES TO WAR DUALS 





+ 





Griffis, Newton Went Long and Short 
On Par Stock; Other S.E.C. Amus. Data 





closing session was Phil Reis- 
man, foreign sales chief, when 
he was carried into the conven- 
tion room in a litter borne by 
six Nubian ‘slaves,’ while 
calmly sipping a mint julep. 

Preceding the procession was 
another Nubian, musically an- 
nouncing Reisman’s entry on a 
trumpet. 











‘Contest Winners 


town 


| 


hibitor huddling going on at present | 
than has been seen around here in | 
And these meet- | 


in addition, | 





Cohen, 
Despite the pressure of the double | 


virtually decided to slice the ad- | 


the big-name double bills in the | 


Divvy Up Prizes 
At RKO Conclave 


Los Angeles, June 22. 
Bronze plaques and cash awards 
in the Jules Levy fifth anniversary , 
of RKO- 
awarded at 
session of company’s third 


international 


sales drive for 


Radio 


closing 


billings 
pictures were 
sales convention here 
(19). Exchanges the 
in the order in which they | 
finished the contest, were Buffalo, 


winning 


plaques, 


+ 
Grand Salaam Washinton, June 22. 
Complicated speculation during 
ee the early part of the year in Para- 
° Los Angeles, June 22. | mount securities by company in- 
ng ail Galegates at the siders came to light Monday (21) in 
tKO-Radio sales powwow at *mi-monthly report of the Secur- 


ities and Exchange C 

Via broke firms in which they 
are interested, Stanton Griffis and 
Maurice Newton, Par directors, par- 
ticipated in some frenzied operations 


IMMiBsBsien., 


rage 


in virtually all classes of company 
paper, being temporarily short and 
then long, throush purchases, ex- 
changes, and sales 

Most varied activities were these 
of Hallgart< & Co., to which New- 
ton belong The Par director is 


shown by latest figures 
common tick 


to hold 8.518 
‘ts and is indireetely in- 


terested in the various preferred and 
debenture holdins of his company. 
Starting with 4,518 shares, New- 


ton in January pic 
During the 


ked up 4,000 com- 


mon. same month his 
house got 2,200 shares, 700 via the 
exchange route, and sold 6,400. 
Added to a previous defiicit, the 
Hallgarten account showed a short 


position of 9,500 at the end of the 
month In February, Hallgarten 
added 11,400, buying only 200 and 
acquiring the rest by transfers, and 
sold 6,400, thus cutting their previ- 
ous month’s shortage to 4,500. In 
March, the firm picked up 400 in the 
market and got 6,100 by swapping 
other certificates, sold 2,000, and 
came out even at the end of the 
month. The SEC was informed that 
the house at all times held enough 
convertible preferred paper to pro- 





Detroit, Jacksonville, Winnipeg. 

Each member of the winning ex- 
changes was awarded a cash prize 
equivalent to a full week’s pay, 
with one-half week’s pay going to 
each employee of the New Haven, 
Washington, St. Louis and Montreal 
exchanges. A full week’s pay went 
to Nat Levy, east-central district 
manager, and one-half week’s wages 
to Walter Branson, midwest district 
manager. 

First prize of $750 in the Joe E. 
Brown sales drive went to New 
Haven; $500 to Cleveland, $350 to 
Philadelphia, $300 to Boston, and 
$100 each to Montreal and Toronto, 
for distribution among the staffs. In 
addition, District Managers Harry 
west; Walter E. Branson, 
midwest, and Nat Levy, east-central, 
each drew down $116.67 as their 
share of the spoils. 


Awards were also distributed by 
Jules Levy, general sales chief, in 
the March of Time contest; two 
‘Rainbow on the River’ drives; a 
drive on the Bobby Breen feature, 
based on liquidation against money 
quotas, which brought $1,250 for 
distribution among the winners, and 
$1,000 for leaders in 
O'Brien sales contest. 

Winners in the accessories sales 
contest brought full week’s compen- 
sation to M. I. Wolfish, Buffalo; W. 
K. Laird, Atlanta; Florence Mc- 
Crory, Jacksonville. Checks equiva- 
lent to one-half week’s pay in this 


| drive went to V. Kolby, Detroit; J. 


They also feel that with an ad-| 


been | 


H. Hogd, Charlotte, and R. J. Abbott 
and M. Confeld, of Minneapolis. 
Canadian winners were: A. E. Ames, 
Montreal, one week’s extra pay; E. 
Simon, Winnipeg, one-half week’s 


| compensation. 


figure to make a deal with B. & K. | 
and other circuits shortly whereby | 


‘BOOLOO’ CREW ORIENTS 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Paramount crew headed by Clyde 


Elliott, producer-director, pulled out 
last week for Singapore to film 
*Booloo.’ 


Director Robert Florey went along 
for the trip. Only white actor ac- 
companying was Colin Tapley. 


KITTY STENGEL TO H’WOOD 


June 11, 
. or Reinhardt’s Josef- 
is proceeding to Hol- 


Vienna, 

Kitty Stengel 

stadt theatre, 
lywood. 


Has iilm contracts. 


the George | 


tect its short position in January and 
February. 
Hallgarten’s Activities 


Dealings in other 
securities found the 
count with an edge. 
second preferred. the firm in March 
bought 2,700, sold 500, and swapped 
6,000, winding up with 1,200. During 
March the concern got 20,900 of the 
1947 debentures by transfers, sold 
11,000 and kept 9,900. In the first 
preferred, Newton's crowd started 
with 300, bought 800 and converted 
100 in January, bought 800 and con- 
verted 1,600 in February, and 
bought and converted 100 in March, 
winding up with 200. March opera- 
tions im 1955 debentures included 
seven purchases aggregating 230,000 
tickets and two sales totaling the 
same amount. ° 

Griffis activities were confined te 
debentures, although he has 1,000 
common, 1,000 first preferred, and 
1,000 second preferred. In March, 
Hemphill, Noyes & Co., of which he 
is a partner, bought 379,000 of the 
1955 debentures, sold 14,000, swapped 
573,000 and wound up with 208,000 
still on hand. Dealing in 1947 de- 
bentures, the firm in March bought 
328,000, obtained 573,000 by ex- 
changes, sold 765,000 and had left 
136,000, Then in April, the house 
bought 166 and sold 212,000, cutting 
its balance to 90,000. 

Harry Cohn and Jack Warner 

Other insiders’ activities revealed 
by the S.E.C. this week were con- 
fined to Columbia and Warners. 

Harry Cohn, reporting April hold- 
ings of 139 shares of Columbia 
Picts common, 67,127 voting trust 
certificates, and 18,587 purchase war- 
rants, told the government that in 
February he gained via stock divi- 
, dend 37 common and 1,760 vtc's. in 
April gave away 5,124 certificates, 
He reported the sale of 6,006 pur- 
chase warrants in April and the ad- 
dition of 600 in February, 

Jack Warner told the Commish 
| that pursuant to a property sviile- 
ment he had transferred 85,000 de- 


varities of Par 
Hallgarten ac- 
Holding 5,000 








| bentures, cutting his slice to 1.502.- 

| 000, plus previous holdings of 88.060 
| common, and 10,618 preferred in his 

| own name and 4,786 preferred owned 
by a holding company. 

; The only other film reports 
that Harold A. Fortingts 

| tor, had 2.700 shares st pre- 

|ferred via two investment firm : W. 
C Stettinius, Baltin director of 


showed 
n, Par direc. 
of Par fit 


Pathe. has no stake in the company 
and FE. H. Unkles, new direetor of 
Trans-Lux Daylight Picture Sereen 

™ , 


likewi > is not 
in his tirm, 


inancially 


interested 
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Songs Galore by A ‘Most Consistent, Hit, 
Composers of the Day— Warren®& Dubin! 


‘The Song of the “Marines?” 
(We're Shovin’ Right Off Again) 


‘Cause My Baby Says It’s So’ 


lieseniement, *HUGH 
HERBERT:-*LEE' DIXON 
Jane. Darwell « Allen‘Jenkins 


Larry Adler-4 Doc Rockwell 














| ‘The Lady Who Couldn’t Be Kissed’ Directed¥by , Ray. Enright 
| “You, Can’t Run ce From Love Tonight’ 

y , Musical. Numbers Created & 
he 7 Know. Now’ «.‘Night, Over Shanghai’ 

4 “eLyrics by Johnny Mercer Directediby ‘Busby Berkeley 
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N. Y. Lab Workers 


Scrap; One Group Bolts IATSE 


+ 
| 


A situation has arisen with respect 
to jurisdiction over workers in film 
laboratories in the Greater Ne w | 
York area which may result in in-| 
teresting developments on return | 
east of George E,. Browne, president | 
of the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees beccuse of 
efforts of an independent group to 
control this branch of activity in the 
film industry. 

According to IA spokesman, Dick 
Walsh, a vice-president of the IA, 
put through contracts with De Lux« 
and Consolidated Film Industries in 
behalf of workers in those labs but 
that a disgruntled group in the IA- 
chartered union, Local 669, Film 
Technicians, which was back in dues, 
withdrew to form its own organiza- 
tion and is now trying to wrest com- | 


plete jurisdiction from the IA. This| 
group, headed by John Ruggee as} 
president, is known as the Film| 


Technicians’ Independent Union. | 


Although feeling that the FTIU | 
is proving itself very unfair to Walsh | 
since this IA v.p. negotiated success- 
ful contracts at increases averaging 
42% and reduction in work hours of 
712, the IATSE has offered the group | 
every concession with a view to | 
peace. Browne notified the mem- 
bers of the indie group that they 
could have local autonomy, that they 
could install their own officers, en- 
joy full benefits of affiliation with 
the IA and forget about all back 
dues and other obligations. While 
the IA has not been officially no- 
tified of a turn down, the FTIU 
has informed Variety it has rejected 
all IATSE offers. 


The F.T.LU. attempted to obtain) 
a connection with the CIO, it is 
learned, but at a meeting the mem- 
bers were informed that the CIO 
was not interested where the IA was 
concerned. This leaves the FTIU 
in the dubious position of going to 
the National Labor Relations Board, 
with its grievances, but pointed out 
that if it was named bargaining 
agency for the lab workers, the fact 
still remains that Walsh and the 
IATSE negotiated the present con- 
tracts. 


In getting these contracts, Walsh 
not only returned to their jobs all 
the men in the Consolidated and De 
Luxe plants who were on strike but 
added 33 aditional men to take up 
the slack caused by shortened work- 
ing hours. The IA local, 669, which 
hold a direct charter with the IA, 
and is in the position of having an 
independent group (FTIU) pulling 
against it, has a total of 197 men on 
its rolls, all of whom are working 
in the labs Walsh unionized last 
winter. 





Holmes Exploits for WB 
Hollywood, June 22. 

Warner Bros. has appointed Ned 
Holmes, vet roadshow agent, west- 
ern division exploiteer. 

Holmes was formerly scenario 
editor for Fox, and antedating that 
was with First National. He will be 
stationed in Hollywood. 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Harry Sherman lifted Les Selan- 
der’s directing option. 
Metro has pacted John Bright and 
Robert Tasker for scripting termers. 


Florence Rice dottedlined a Metro 
playing termer. 

George Barbier has been ticketed 
to a term stretch at 20th-Fox. 

Leah Ray optioned for another 
year at 20th-Fox. 


Universal handed A. Dorian Otvos 
a new scrivening pact. 

Vincent Sherman signed a three- 
way ticket as writer, director and 
actor at Warners. 

Warners pacted John Shea to a 
playing termer. 

Bob Hatcher tied to Radio acting 
termer. 

Paramount sealed Rufe Davis, hill- 
billy yodeler, to a contract. 

Herbert Biberman drew a direct- 
ing hitch at Paramount. 

Ann Graham signatured a Samuel 
Goldwyn playing pact. 

Grand National signed Jimmy 
Newell, radio warbler, to an acting 
termer. 

Standard Pictures signed Betty 
Van Auken and changed her name 
to Dana Paige. 

Lynn Root and Frank Fenton 
signed at 20th-Fox as scripting team. 

Radio contracted Bob Hatcher, gas 
station employe, to a playing termer. 

Kenneth Macgown’s producer op- 
tion at 20th-Fox picked up six weeks 
in advance. 

Frances Robinson, commercial ad 
model, signatured Universal acting 
termer. 


<a 


Jurisdictional 
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COLUMBIA PICTS WINS | 
LOEB’S $209,000 SUIT 


| 
Columbia Pictures Corp., Harry 


Cohn, its president, and other ex- 
ecutives again won out Friday (18) | 
in the suit brought by John L. Loeb 
for $200,000 which he claimed was 
owed him in a stock deal he entered | 
into in 1930. The Appellate Division | 
of the N. Y. Supreme Court has | 
upheld the decision of Justice 
Richard P. Lydon who dismissed the 
action last August, 

Loeb, in his complaint, charged 
that in July, 1930, he bought war- 
rants which gave him an opiion to | 
purchase prior to April, 1933, voting | 
stock certificates. For these he paid | 
$66,150 and when the stock declined | 
he failed to carry out the option.! 
After repeated attempts to get the 
defendants to renew the option, he 
finally brought suit. He based the | 
action on the claim that the decrease | 
in Columbia stock was due to| 
“wrongful acts” on the part of Co- | 
lumbia officials and the unreason- 
able increase of the salaries of ex- 
ecutives to excessive figures; also 
participation on the part of Cohn 
and the others in improper stock | 
transactions. 

Defendants answered the charges 
with a general denial, setting forth 
that Loeb bought the warrants for 
speculative purposes; that he be- 
came a stockholder and was not in 
a position to bring suit on the 
grounds he alleged. 








Television 
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lief in the imminence of television 
the vesult, in terms of securities 
and so on, might be very pro- 
nounced. 

It has long been feared, however, 
that the Federal government would 
take drastic steps to prevent a milk- 
ing in television stocks. Hence the 
build-up job has been handicapped. 

While admitting that ‘television 
shows’ via land wires in theatres is 
somewhat more practical than tele- 
vision broadcasting to home sets, the 
engineering opinion is not optimistic 
on this score, either. Where, they 
inquire, will program service come 
from? What kind of a television 
show could attract paying patronage 
for any extended period? This pos- 
sibility is also seen as basically a 
stock proposition. 

Wall Street is seen as the future 
scene of television activity, rather 
than the country at large, the mile- 
age tables of which make television 
improbable. 

NBC has eliminated the television 
clause in its artists contracts with 
picture companies. Under the old 
form of contract the film producer 
was given the right to use the pic- 
ture made by the NBC booked art- 
ist for television purposes. NBC now 
figures that the inclusion of this 
right might lead to complications, 
even though remote, and that it 
would be best to play safe and at the 
same time retain the right for itself. 





Moscow, June 22. 

A television plant, first in Soviet 
Russia, will be completed before the 
end of the year. Equipment from 
Radio Corporation’s Camden, N. J., 
plant begins arriving this month. V. 
A. Zbruyev made both announce- 
ments in describing the order given 
by the People’s Commis-ar of Com- 
munications for the construction of 
the television center. 





The Hague,‘ June 22. 
Royal Commission on television in 
Holland has just issued parts of its 
detailed report to the Cabinet. Some 
of the main conclusions are that tele- 
vision is still too uncertain and ex- 
pensive to be practical. 


CLEFFING A CLIFFER 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Irving Briskin has pacted Joseph 
Poland to write an untitled musical 
western. 
Columbia will release. 








Wilbur’s Classic Briefie 
Hollywood, June 22. 
Warners has assigned Crane Wil- 
bur to direct ‘Man Without a Coun- 
1 technicolor short featuring John 
itel. 


Litel played Patrick Henry in ‘Give 





Me Liberty.’ 


PA. OK’S 2 ‘DAMAGED’ | 
PiX; ‘LIVES’ STARTS BIG. 





Philadelphia, June 22. 

‘Damaged Goods’ (GN) was finally | 
given okay by Pennsy Censor Board | 
last Thursday, almost a week after | 
‘Damaged Lives’ (Weldon) was ap- | 
proved. Both pix, which deal with | 
social diseases, were presented for 
approval at the same time and split 
the board with wrangling. 

‘Lives’ opened yesterday (Monday) 
at the Erlanger and did swell biz. 
May hit $15,000 for the week at 50c | 
top. Harry A. Kaufman, who con- 
trols Pennsy rights, and has leased 
Erlanger, said he will keep it in 
house until it folds. 

John Bachmann, Grand National 
manager, is seeking a downtown lo- 
cation to open his pic. Board, in} 
okaying ‘Goods,’ made no comment 
concerning kids under 16, whom it 
asked Kaufman to keep out of houses | 
showing his film. 





Selznick-Wanger | | 
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it. It was intimated that since Selz- 
nick is on the Coast that there might | 
have been some discussion between 
the parties on the Coast end, with- 
out eastern knowledge. Just how or 
when Selznick can make a change, if 
he wishes, is another thing. 

He has at least five films to be de- 
livered to United Artists and pro- 
duction of these should tie him up 
for United Artists release at least 
until September, 1938. 


In that event, even if Selznick 
were thinking of some future change 
in his releasing setup, it can’t hap- 
pen for a year or more, so that any 
conjecture on this point is premature. 

Coast bankers and eastern in- 
terests have put up around $1,000,000 
in new financing for Walter Wanger. 
This amount is among the largest 
sums set up for an independent pro- 
ducer. Wanger produces for United 
Artists release, and this is his first 
year with that firm. His contract is 
for 10 years.. This would also tend 
to dissipate any talk of Wanger 
shifting releasing despite the recent 
Samuel Goldwyn-Alexander Korda 
control of UA. 


*‘Vogues,’ Wanger’s latest, will soon 
be ready for release, and ‘52nd 
Street’ follows. 





Korda Speaking 


London, June 15. 
Alexander Korda added a little to 
the news that has already broken 
concerning him and Sam Goldwyn 
and the fortunes of United Artists. 
Chiefly what he had to say con- 
cerned effect of the deal on London 
Films and Denham, which is as fol- 
lows: 


It will reduce distributing costs 
nearly by half; 

It will guarantee him an income of 
$5,000,000 from the U. S. in the next 
year (so he says); 

It allows him to shape an imposing 
production line-up of 24-28 pictures 
up to the end of next year, involving 
a payroll of $10,000,000. 

It facilitates interchange of talent 
and personalities between London 
and Hollywood. 

Under the last item, Korda indi- 
cated Sam Goldwyn will definitely 
produce part of his next program at 
Denham, while Walter Wanger will 
also film there. Wanger has Charles 
Boyer and Sylvia Sidney set for a 
victure here (which smells much like 
the one he was going to make with 
them in Rome to please Signor Mus- 
solini). 


Other Hollywood personalities 
whose names slipped from Korda’s 
lips were Lewis Milestone and Wil- 
liam Wyler, with, on the side as it 
were, the suggestion Frank Capra 
might be interested—when his- Co- 
lumbia ticket works out. 








Korda reeled off a list of pictures 
| Sataitely for production, consisting 
|mainly of old friends with new titles, 
|now naming Robert Donat for star in 
London's remake of ‘The Four Feath- 
ers.” Technicolor gets wide consid- 
eration in the revamped program, 
he indicated. 

Mary Pickford may elect to con- 
tinue with United Artists, even if 
Charles Chaplin and Douglas Fair- 
banks sell out. Miss Pickford’s end 
of the deal gives her the right to 
sell all of her equity for $2,000,000, 
or only part for $500,000. 

This right Miss Pickford reserves 
under terms which she negotiated 
when she granted an option to 
Samuel Goldwyn and Alexander 
Korda to purchase her U. A. stock. 

Should Miss Pickford elect to sell 
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|from Buffalo,’ he 
| chuckle. 


| gags. 








part of her equity only, she will not 


Al Boasberg 


oe 
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| the flop stigma and grabbed himself 


an advertising exploitation job with 
Paramount in Albany. 

He obtained the job in character- 
istic fashion. He drove down from 
Buffalo, parked his car in 41st street, 
opposite the then offices of Para- 
mount and went in to see Claude 
Saunders, exploitation head. 

‘I've come for my assignment,’ he 
announced. 
‘What 
Saunders. 

us.’ 

Boasberg led Saunders to the win- 
dow where he could look down at 
the auto blazoned with a sign at- 
testing the merits of Paramount pic- 
tures. ‘Been working all the .way 
said with a 
‘Now where do I go?’. 

He went to Albany. 

After startling the natives of.the 
state capital with his stunts, Boas- 
berg attracted the attention of FBO 
officials, who brought him to New 
York to edit their house organ, ‘The 
Accelerator,’ and handle a bit of ex- 
ploitation work. Finding plenty of 
time from his chores to do something 


assignment?’ demanded 
‘You're not working for 


lelse, Boasberg started turning out 


Some went to burlesque per- 
formers, others to vaude actors and 
$5 was the tops. Boasberg, comment- 
ing on his peddling activities re- 
cently said, ‘Reason I could get as 
much as five bucks for a brainchild 
was that they had not passed a law 
for getting coin under false pre- 
tenses.’ 


Pioneer Film Chatterer 


In Nils T. Granlund 
found a ready ally as long as gags 
were so plentifully emitted by him 
and they started with an act, ‘The 
Masked Man From _ Hollywood.’ 
Boasberg would appear on the stage 
wearing a mask and comment 
humorously on Hollywood personali- 
ties. It was strictly a gossip turn 
and prior to Boasberg knowing any- 
thing about the Hollywood terrain 
first hand. It was the first commen- 
tator or gossip stage act on Holly- 
wood’ and proved plenty entertain- 
ing. Boasberg would work from 
stage cracking about the folks on the 
gold coast and would be interrupted 
by Granlund from the audience with, 
‘hey, wait a minute, you’re wrong,’ 
and then the two would finish the 
act. 

Boasberg found that acting was a 
good ballyhoo for his gags and de- 
cided to give it up after he found 
such customers as Block and Sully, 
Phil Baker, Sophie Tucker, Eddie 
Cantor, Burns and Allen, Dickenson 
and Deagon, and a score of bur- 
lesque, comic and musical comedy 
troupers ready to partake of his 
verbal vietuals. With the going good 
he tied in with Sam Baerwitz to 
write and produce acts for the Loew 
circuits. Trade was so good for the 
Boasberg type of humor in those 
days that almost half the acts play- 
ing the Loew Circuit were using the 
Boasberg material. At one time 
Boasberg was: collecting royalties 
from 150 acts, using either the entire 
or partial material for their turn 
supplied by him. For those acts who 
were using timely gags he had a 
weekly service of new material 
which he would wire them as fast as 
he got it out of his dome. 

The boys in the legit field also 
took cognizance of his ability and 
Earl Carroll, Ziegfeld, the Shuberts 
and Sam Harris bought his material. 
Al once bragged how he made a 
smart dress comic out of Bob Hope, 
whom he picked up as a juggling 
patterer. 

Then Boasy decided there might 
be something to do in films. He tied 
in with Lou Brock and started writ- 
ing and directing two-reelers around 
New York. It did not last long as 
Al had to be on his own so he joined 
the Vitaphone comedy § staff in 
Brooklyn. Soon his pal, Lee Marcus, 
at that time sales head of FBO, sug- 
gested he head for Hollywood and 
write titles. Boasy took himself to 
the coast and joined the Buster 
Keaton outfit as a title writer. But 
gags were his forte so Keaton gave 





have the say-so in the affairs of the 
company, as now. However, it would 
keep her linked to the organization 
in a financial way and presumably 
for production purposes should she 
decide to resume picture production 
in the future. There are no films 
from Miss Pickford scheduled on 
the new U.A. releasing program for 
1937-'38, 

Korda is back in London, with 
Murray Silverstone and David Rose, 
v.p. of Samuel Goldwyn, Inc. Wheth- 
er they have progressed in raising 
the required financing to lift the 
U.A. options has not been ascer- 
tained as yet. 


(NTG) he} 


him a double job and Boasberg at- 
tracted the attention of Metro. 

They had one comedy title worker 
on the lot in Bob Hopkins and de. 
cided to add Boasberg to their hard. 
hitting comedy batterv. Al and Hop- 
py would stick around the Metro 
cafe all morning sipping coffee, rib. 
bing each other and during these 
arguments, which were professional 
of course, the boys would szy some- 
thing funny. They'd catch each other 
after it was said, put it down on pa- 
per and a picture sometimes was 
titled without even having been se¢ n. 
Then he drifted over to RKO for 
/a while, wrote some yarns, directed 
| a few single reelers in the same day 
| he had written them, sometimes, and 
| went back to Metro. But always 
when he had time, no matter here 
he worked, he’d write a comedy 
script, take a day off and turn it out 
for his friend, Lee Marcus. 

In 1931, with talkers broken in 
and gagmen appreciated, Boasberg 
found a gold mine at Metro after 
doing the comedy relief writing on 
‘Florodora Girl. He did four or 
five pics there, then thought it would 
be great to meg a pic with Myrt and 
Marge, radio stars, for Universal, 
That was the only chore Al ever 
wanted to forget, so back to Metro 
he went to collab on ‘Murder in the 
Private Car.’ Through there, he 
hopped over to RKO to help out 
shaping up the Wheeler and Wool- 
sey pic, ‘Nit Wits.’ 

From then out it was not Boas- 
berg looking for a job but a job 
looking for Boasberg. He dictated 
his own terms to studios, allowed 
his name to go among the credits if 
he wanted it, no matter how good 
the picture may have been or how 
the studio begged it was nix, and 
that was that with Boasy. 

Then when another writer’s name 
would appear on the screen and 
someone would mention that fact <o 
Al he would laugh and say, ‘I'm 
Hollywood's ghost writer, so what?’, 

The Ether Gold Strike 

When the comics came into de- 
mand on the ether lanes, it was a 
bonanza for Boasberg: They all 
wanted him for material. Coin was 
no object. But Al, who was self- 
thinking, decided to cotton to the 
fortunes of Jack Benny. Only couple 
of days before his demise he had 
signed a contract for two years with 
Benny at $1,500 a week. Prior to 
soloing for Benny he had given 
Burns and Allen ‘Lamb Chops.’ 
Eddie Cantor, Phil Baker and Block 
and Sully obtained material when- 
ever they called or him even though 
busy with Benny he always found 
time to turn out a routine for Block 
and Sully. He also helped the Marx 
Bros., close pals, whenever they 
wanted any comedy material. He 
worked on the script of their last 
two pictures, but never took screen 
credit under concitions the studio 
offered. He would always say, ‘if 
it helps my pal, Sam Wood, get a 
great picture, forget me; they paid 
for it.’ 

Yarn told around Hollywood about 
Boasberg and Al Jolson was that 
Boasberg saw opening of a Jolson 
show in 1915 and heard a line in the 
show he liked and remembered. 
About a year ago Jolson met Boas- 
berg at Hollywood and Vine and 
asked for a comedy line. Boasberg 
reiterated the one he heard 21 years 
before and Joly said, ‘That's pretty 
good, can I use it?’ Boasy replied, 
‘I don’t see why not, It’s yours, you 
told it in 1915.’ 

Boasberg had various eccentrici- 
ties. He liked to build freak houses. 
One of them he sold Bert Wheeler. 
Others after occupying them for 2 
week, he would place on the market. 
About six months before his death 
his attorney, Martin Gang, bought a 
plot of ground for him in the San 
Fernando valley and a house was 
being built which would have been 
ready July 1. Al was planning for 
the opening. It was to be dedicated 
with an opening night to be known 
as NVA night. He told Sophie 
Tucker she would be the m.c. and 
to invite the guests. He was going 
to serve hamburger that night so 
bought a meat grinder costing $500, 
so that there would be no delay in 
shaping up the food. His Malibu 
home he dubb2d ‘Yes Manor,’ ap- 
propriately enough. 

Another hobby Boasy had was 
buying new cars. If a battery would 
go dead on a car he would call up 
the dealer and say, ‘Send me a new 
car, that one is worr out.’ One year 
he bought six that way. ; 

At his funeral services the promi- 
nent show people who Boasy had 
given material were on hand and as 
Jack Benny walked out of the 
funeral salon he remarked, ‘Amer- 
ica’s greatest natural gagman 35 








leaving us, doing an off-to-Buffalo. 
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THE BIGGEST SUMMER ATTRACTION 
A THEATRE EVER HAD! s «ss Nothing like it 


ever hefore! ...You can’t describe 
it...can’t classify itY...it’s swell! 

-. It’s grand! ... It’s gooty and 
gay and fast and funny! ... SEVEN 
thrilling stars to make you laugh 
and forget!...FiFTy youthful 
beauties to make you look and re- 
member! ... EIGHT great songs by 
EIGHT great song writers! A 


J O & ree ny E Ke ¥ y HUNDRED NEW FACES plundered from 


, stage, radio, night clubs-—even 


MILTON BERLE. % television! ...a THOUSAND new 


ideas to make you gasp until you’re 


PARKYAKARKUS #22. roar untit you're timo 


RKO-RADIO’S GREAT LAUCH-AND. 
HARRIET HILLIARD puyrim sHow!...A 3-RING CIR 


WILLIAM BRADY __ CUS OF EXCITING ENTERTAINMENT! 


| H a4 Songs and Lyrics by Lew Brown and 


JEROME COWAN Nagler Vale's. . seace sens aoe 
THELMA LEEDS 


and a hundred 
NEW FACES! 








a 
















lyrics by Walter Bullock and Haroid 
Spinna... and by Ben Pollack and 
Harry James... and still more songs 





R K O * and lyrics by Charles Henderson and 
RA DIO a Edward Cherkose ... and by Joe 


Penner and Hal Raynor. 
PICTURES 


AN EDWARD SMALL PRODUCTION 
DIRECTED BY LEIGH JASON 


Screen play by Nat Perrin, Philip G. Epstein, Irv S. Brecher 
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A James Whale Production 


Screen Play by R. C. Sherriff and 
Charles Kenyon 


Associate Producer, Edmund Grainger 


CHARLES R. ROGERS 


Executive Producer 


NOW JAMMING THE GLOBE ON BROADWAY AT $2.0 


VA RIETY 


SR 


That it should take its rightful place besides its mem- 
orable companion work, All Quiet on the Western Front’, 
as a smashing theatrical attraction, there can be no 
doubt. Shout the merits of this fine, courageous drama 
with camipaigns worthy of it. It will pay dividends !” 


“A TRULY *GREAT PICTURE |! 


THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


‘Smashing hit!... Better than ‘All 


It is a worthy companion piece to Quiet on: the Western Front and 
‘All Quiet on the Western Front’, that’s a high compliment indeed ! 


by the same author and is a finer 
dramatic narrative. The Road Back’ 
has capacity for smash returns!” 


DAILY VARIETY 


“A Four Bell picture! | love. the picture. | 
will see it again because it impressed me 
deeply. | recommend ‘The Road Back’ to 
everybody !” JIMMY FIDLER 


‘i . . . 
Too vital,too great an emotional experience 


to miss!” N.Y. MORNING TELEGRAPH 


“Tense, valid expressions of what every sane 
person today must believe about war!” 
LITERARY DIGEST 


44d 


The Road Back’ has something to say. It 
says that well, with force, and a determina- 
tion to present the truth. It strikes home!” 
N. Y SUN 


FILM CURB 

“Tops ‘All Quiet on the Western 
Front!’ ‘The Road Back’ will goon and 
on to top grosses at the box office.” 
SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 


“Tensely absorbing!“ 
N. ¥. EVENING JOURNAL 


‘ 


‘A thrilling picture that stirs the heart as 


well as the mind!” LOUELLA PARSONS 


“| wouldn't be surprised if ‘Road Back’ was 
acclaimed the Best Picture of 1937. It is a 
worthy successor to ‘All Quiet on the 
Western Front!” RELMAN MORIN 


Associated Press 
4d . 4é 
A screen masterpiece ! 


HENRY SUTHERLAND 
United Press 


“One of the finest pictures since ‘The Birth 
of a Nation!’ WILLIAM BOWERS, N.E.A. 
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[ EXPLOITATION :- by Eves w. argent | 


Steaming the Marx 


St. Louis. 

With ‘A Day at the Races’ afford- 
ing unlimited exploitation possibili- 
ties, Harold W. ‘Chick’ Evens, mar., 
and Jimmy Harris, p.a., at Loew’s 
connived tor a swell campaign for 
current attraction the scope of which 
ranged from street stunts to indoor 
bally. Three young dept. store em- 
ployees, who have gained consider- 
able success locally by doing a 
‘Marx Bros.’ act in night spots were 
recruited for one street stunt. Wear- 
ing makeup made famous by three 
comedians, the trio obtained vaca- | 
tions from store and paraded around | 
town in one-horse sulky of ancient 
vintage yodeling pop numbers from 
pix and cutting eye-catching capers. | 

Evans and Harris made a swell tie- 
up with the Anheuser-Busch Brew- 
ing Co. for a six-horse-drawn truck | 
loaded to the gills with piled up 
beer barrels on which were plas- 
tered banners asserting there were | 
‘Barrels and barrels of laughs at ‘A |} 
Day at the Races’ at Loew’s.’ The 
truck covered nearly every part of 
town and attracted lots of attention. 
Another stunt, rare here, was use 
of reviews of local crix in a novel 
manner. Cut of head of each crix | 
was mounted on a horse and per-| 
tinent parts of reviews were made | 
into balloons and whole thing used | 
in three-col. newspaper ads. 

Other tieups included one with 
Walgreen’s chain of retail drug 
stores where fountain back bar 
streamers showing the Marx Bros 
eating ice cream cones and carry- 
ing lots of theatre copy were dis- 
played. In addition to streamers all 
menu cards used by this drug store 
chain during run of pix were im- 
printed with ‘A Day at the Races’ 
and theatre copy. Orch leaders in 
various spots were enlisted in popu- 
larizing song hits from pix by play- 
ing numbers during evening pro- 
grams and all music shops in town 
yielded window space for exploit- 
ing music hits and displaying theatre 
copy. Presence of Leonard Ceeley, 
who had role in pix and who is ap- 
pearing in ‘Music in the Air,’ current 
at al fresco theatre in Forest Park, 
also gave Evens and Harris another 
angle with which to grab free space 
for local rags as opera goers have 
made Ceeley one of their faves. 





School Patrol 


Lancaster, Pa. 

Thirty-five minutes of shorts pro- 
moted from distributors constituted 
the main item of entertainment in 
the most recent good-will builder of 
the Colonial (indie) here. 

The pix, mostly cartoons, were 
shown to 1,500 kids who make up 
Triple A School Patrol in city and 
county schools, and who gather at 
the close of school each year to pa- 
rade, get certificates and catch a 
free show. Lou Bollander, Colonial 
manager, has had a corner on this 
piece of exploitation for several 
years. 

Kids march over a two mile pa- 
rade route down town carrying ban- 
ners turned out in theatre sign shop. 
Signs tell what the parade is and 
what the kids have done to cut down 
street and highway accidents and 
plenty of them plug the Colonial. 





Backing Bojangles 
: Detroit. 

Bill Robinson, topping stage show 
at Fox last week, clipped the wings 
of Patrolman Edward Gaines, De- 
troit police department sprint champ, 
in a foot race which got good play 
in daily press. : 

One hundred-yard course was laid 
out on street alongside Fox theatre, 
with Robinson, who’s just past 59, 
getting a handicap of 34 yards be- 
cause he ran backwards. Gaines 
failed to make up any appreciable 
distance during his 100 yards, Rob- 
inson coming in backwards with 
plenty to spare. 





Just Different 


Regina, Sask. 

Walter C. Davis, manager Capitol, 
grabbed himself some swell front- 
page publicity. the other morning. 
News stories in morning papers told 
how British theatre were tabooing 
wedding of Duke of Windsor and 
Wallis Simpson in newsreels. 

Davis got two-col head by an- 
nouncing Capitol theatre would cer- 
tainly show pictures here, no matter 
what England did. 


Dating the Customers 


Rochester. 

Manager Lester Pollock takes a 
leaf from department store service 
and installs date book in lobby. 
Idea is that when parties agree to 
meet in Loew’s lobby, first arrival 
can make a notation and hop out on 
an errand for a few minutes with- 
out upsetting the date. 





On Stilts 


For UA’s ‘Woman Chases Man’ the 
Capitol, Scranton, used a man and 
woman on stilts to perambuiate the 
title. Took an eight-column streamer 
in the local paper and crashed sheets 
in two feeder towns. 

Backed up with a good general 
Campaign but it was the stilts that 
tilted the take. 





Ice in Reverse 


Washington. 

Rialto worked out bally for its 
new air-conditioning plant that was 
as novel as it was obvious. Con- 
sisted of sending each of five news- 
papers yarn it would give equipment 
practical test by putting 100-pound 
cake of ice on sidewalk in sun and 
another in theatre aisle while cooler 


was working. fact that ice inside 
would last longer than ice outside 
should answer anybody’s doubts. 
Was not planted as a contest, but 
three sheets carried offer of house 
to invite three people who came 
closest to figuring difference in melt- 
ing times to try out rarified atmos- 
sphere as guest of management. 
Fact that day scheduled for ex- 
periment was cold and rainy had 
house worried at first but it turned 
into means of getting extra para- 
i} graph in pape Story was rushed 
around pointing out theatre was 


warmer than cold snap ouiside and 
house was afraid experiment might 
work in reverse order. Crix all 
kidded the idea and paved way for 
third yarn on results of actual stunt. 


N. H. Plugs 
New Haven. 
Despite summer slump in bally- 
|} hoo, town is still able to uncork a 
|few bright ideas for plug purposes 
| At the College, Ben Coher made 
the town contest-conscious with two 
pix. For ‘Way Out West,’ Cohen 
ran a group of stills of Laurel and 


Hardy and gave prizes for best 200- 
word ideas for scenarios to fit the 
pictures. 

For ‘Love From a Si 
in was arranged with air chatterer 
on femme topics who asked listen- 
ers, ‘Would you accept love from a 
stranger?’ Oakleys for best answers. 
A second contest on this film was a 
series of pictures in daily paper 
showing Basil Rathbone and Ann 
Harding. Rathbone’s balloon con- 
tained sentences like ‘Haven't we 
met some place before?’ Best wise- 
cracks to fit Harding balloon rated 


inger,’ a tie- 


prizes. 

Lew Schaefer worked a hypo for 
dull days with a tiein with local 
dairy on a number series. Tickets 


issued to patrons drew oakleys when 
they matched a list displayed in 
lobby. 

An attempt at ar exploitation gag 
on ‘Day at Races’ at Poli’s had Bob 
Russell wishing for a return of the 
horse-and-buggy days. After going 
to considerable trouble to prepare 
a trio representing the Marx Bros. 
for a sway-back ride around town 
on a plug, there wasn’t such a nag 
to be found and Russell had to scrap 
the stunt. 


Inseperables 
Omaha. 
A contest plugging ‘This Is My 


Affair’ was worked out by Manager 
Bill Miskell of the Orpheum and 
Ted Emerson, advertising manager 
for Tri-States Theatres. 

Idea was based on Stanwyck-Tay- 
lor both as a real-life and a reel- 
life team. Contestants were asked 
to submit cleverest combination of 
inseparables, such as pork and 
beans, pitcher and catcher, etc., for 
a prize list totalling $45 and flock 
of passes. 

ontest broke through Bee-News 
four days in advance of opening and 
ran one day current. Entries ran 
into thousands, because of simplicity 
of contest, drawing power of film 
and prize list. Net to Orpheum was 
daily two-column art break with ac- 
companying half-column_ write-up, 
at no charge. 

Winning combination of Adam and 
Eve figured not only first combo, 
but most important as it started 
whole mess. Second place went to 
Mary and her lamb. 


Mail Teaser 

Leon J. Bamberger, of RKO sales 
promotion, is in with another 
novelty, this time for ‘New Faces. 

It’s a set of five portrait stamps, 
similar to the old stamp photos, but 
printed in monotone instead of 
photographed. Comes in an envelope 
endorsed ‘Valuable for stamp col- 
lectors’ and the glassine inside en- 
velope carries ‘whether you are a 
stamp collector or not, you will ap- 
preciate these New Faces of 1937.’ 

Going out to a list of 6,500 exhibs, 
and pretty certain to engage their 
interest. 

Not These 

Bill Dworski, of the Warner Madi- 
son, Mansfiéld. Ohio, promoted five 
small loan companies to take a full 
four columns on ‘I Promise to Pay’ 
urging everyone to see the picture 
and then shun the type of company 
pictured. 

Most of the ad was in 18 point and 
made a strong display, with the indi- 
vidual companies merely named. 
Several similar tie-ups have been 
used in other spots, but none has 
heen as forcefully handled. 

Shifted Spots 
Norfolk, Va. 

As chief build up for ‘Kid Gala- 
had,’ which played Norma theatre, 
Pierre Buologne shifted newspaper 
ads from amusement to sports pages. 
Proved to be quite a b. o. click as 
some of sports guys stick right close 
to their pages. 


UA’s Home-Office Now 


Also Air-Conditioned 


United Artists is completely air- 
conditioning its 7th avenue, N. Y., 


| 
} 
| 
| 


offices with the pubticity-advertising 


department temporarily housed on 
the sixth floor while alterations are 
being made. Columbia Pictures in 
the same building also is air-cooled 
now. 


After several false starts 20th-Fox | 


home office workers now are 
benefitting from cool breezes issuing 
from its own air-conditioning plant. 





| Theatre Changes 








Spokane. 
Fred Mercy, Sr., head of Inland 
Theatres, Inc., has completed pur- 
chase of a theatre under construc- 


tion in Ellensburg by the Evans In- 
vestment Company 
Des Moines 
Central States Theatre Corp. has 
purchased the Sun theatre at Hold- 
rege, Neb., from C. C. Porter. 


Atlanta. 

Fred Coleman, of the East Point 
Amusement Co., and operator of the 
Fairfax (nabe) theatre, has bought 
the College Park from D. McDer- 
mon. 

Jackson, Miss. 
Kennington Investment Co. has 
announced plans for the erection of 
a new motion picture theatre on East 
Capital street. 


Attalla, Ala. 
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Sameness of Pix 





(Continued from page 7) 


available for a circuit run, with five 
of them musicals because all com- 
panies are striving to get their com- 
petitive pictures out: together. In 
similar respect, the five available 
films might all be mystery or de- 
tective productions, with no music- 
als in sight. 

But the pictures must be pushed 
in order to make 
for first runs which 
do not control. Check shows 
bookers haven’t 50% control of the 
product that to be spotted into 
a circuit. Intricacies of system make 


them 
they 
that 


is 


it impossible to break up circuit 
booking of one picture. An attempt 
to remedy the matter might well 


make a worse situation 

How the production alignment 
complicates matters self-evident 
but not generally understood by the 
theatre patron. Switch in national 
dates because of delay in 
production, appearance of the same 
star in another picture’ because 
loaned to another producer but hit- 
ting the market at nearly the same 
time and the urge of all producers 


1S 


release 


to race to the exhibitor with the 
first in a successful group of sea 
pictures, or comedies, or musicals 


or specific type of drama, all gives 
the booker an added headache when 
it comes to booking. 

Typical example of loan-out policy 


An explosion here Friday wrecked | ._ : , rhaiga 
the front of the Liberty Theatre. | found mm the pictures, Nancy 
Manager Jack Brown blames labor | Steel Is Missing,’ made by 20th-Fox, 
trouble. land ‘Sea Devils,’ made by RKO, with 








MIRACLES DON'T 


Nature spent centuries on the process of creating the 


miracle of Old Faithful, 


E.R.P.L. spent years in the commercial adaptation of a 
revolutionary principle of sound reproduction known as 
MIRROPHONIC. Like Old Faithfal, MIRROPHONIC is a 
product of time—it is a result of long research by Bell Tele- 
phone Laboratories and Western Electric in perfecting a 
reproducing system first conceived in the form of Stereo- 
phonic or “third-dimensional” sound. 


MIRROPHONIC is the direct commercial outgrowth of 
the historic Stereophonic principle—first publicly demon- 












We 


eee 


| suitable story. 


, Victor McLaglen spotlighted in beth. 


Films were released nationally with- 


|in one week of each other though 


obviously both were not supposed 
to be finished at nearly the same 
time or even released close to each 
other. 

Another angle is that the larger 
houses such as Paramount, Canitol, 
Music Hall and Roxy may be show- 


ine musicals because Par may have 
1 top one, Metro also an entry, the 
Music Hall may want to use a Grace 
Moore film and 20th-Fox may have 
a musical picture it wants to hit 
Times Square. 

Possibly only prints for these mu- 
sicals are the sole ones available 
ind it is okay from their point of 

But it is different in other 
first runs. For instance, Loew’s may 
have two or three of the four booked 
for one week. This means a sur- 
ieitage of musicals. They have to 
book within seven days and there 


may be no other top product. avail- 
able. The result is a flood of mu- 
sicals through the circuit within a 
week or 10 days. 

Loan policy, that of farming a star 
player to another studio, is es- 
sential to the big companies’ setup 
on the Coast. Certain stars are suit- 
able only for certain parts. The 
producer can’t wait until he gets a 
Player’s salary goes 
on, so he or she is loaned out. Studio 
figures it better than miscasting 
and, besides, it keeps the star in the 
public eye. 


or 


iS 





Nae 











Old Faithful Geyser, nature’s headliner in 
Yellowstone National Park, puts on a four. 
minute show and repeats it exactly every 67 
minutes. It has been doing this for at least 
100 years. During its brief act this miracle of 
mature hurls more than 200,000 gallons of 
boiling water imo the sky for # distance of 


ee 150 feet, 








“JUST HAPPEN” 


strated'four years ago in Philadelphia, later in New York, 


Hollywood, and recently, in Miami. 


MIRROPHONIC is readily adaptable to future advances 
in the ait. If you now have Western Electric, it may be in- 
stalled on a convenient step-by-step modification plan. 


More than a thousand exhibitors, who have installed 
MIRROPHONIC, used its powerful exploitation campaign, 


now enjoy increased BOX OFFICE DOLLARS. 


“A THRILL FOR YOUR EARS!” 






Cede — 


THE NEW 





“<=>, SOUND SYSTEM 





THE STANDARD OF THE WORLD 





Stern Electric 


err a” 


Old Faithful and MIRROPHONIC never fail to come 
through with a good show on time—and with 
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SING AND BE HAPPY 


(Continued from page 12) 
and the film’s best single department 
;< the singing, indulged in by Martin 
aad Misses Ray and Davis. Comedy 
-. rather 0.k., but might have been 
: repetitious. Dixie Dunbar, 


less 
hasn’t a chance to do any 
ete in the short job she does as 


a pal of Martin’s. They have her 
making passes at a piano. 

The three stoutest songs are the 
title one, ‘Travelin’ Light’ and ‘What 
a Beautiful Beginning, the latter the 

r est. Bs 3 
sirection is capable, utilizing fully 
what the script and cast offered. 
Camera fine. Bert. 


OH DOCTOR 


Iniyersal production and release. Stars 


KE. E. Horton. Features Donrve leighton 
William Hall, Eve Arden. Directed by 
Raymond B. McCarey Adapted by Harry 
Clark’ and Brown Holmes from novel by 
Harry. Leon Wilson At Palace N Y 


dual bill, week June 17, ’37. Running time 


67 mins 
wiward J. Billop.. 
Heten Frohman 


.Edward Everett 


.Donrue Leighton 





Rodney Cummings......-++++- William Hall 
Shirley Truman...... Te RROT? CT rE Eve Arden 
Erasmus Thursion..........- Thurston Hall 
Martha Striker.......--.- Catharine Doucet 
‘Marty’ Short.......+++.- William Demarest 
‘Mee’ Smith. .......---+00+- Fdward Brophy 
Mary Mackleforth........- .-Minerva Urecal 

As familiar as E. E. Horton’s 
nervous-wreck routine may be to 
film patrons, the comedian and his 
tricks are the mainstays of this 


exaggerated comedy-drama 
from a story by Harry Leon Wilson 
about a hypochondriac. Smooth dia- 
log keeps this hokey picture from 
going completely corkscrew and it’s 
sufficiently swift to please the fans 
in the multiple trade. 

Horton is a confirmed pill-eater. 
suffering from illusionary ills. He 
believes he will die shortly. Some 
slick thieves, therefore. sell Horton 
an idea of assigning his expected 
$500,000 inheritance to them, for 
$50,000 cash which he may have to 
spend and enjoy his remaining days. 
Horton balloons the hypochondriac 


role to a high point until he deflates | 


by becoming jealous of an egotistical 
gent in musical comedy clothes on 
the make for Horton’s nurse. 

The nurse is Donrue Leighton. It 
is she who finally gets Horton’s 
financial affairs in status quo by 
compelling the gang to give him 
back his inheritance rights. Horton 
aids her by threatening to commit 
suicide. an act which would have 


jeopardized the gang’s chances of | 


cashing in, regardless. : 
Picture’s backgrounds and settings 


are sketchy except for an outdoor | 


flash of a swimming pool. 

Horton’s role has all the oppor- 
tunities. 
the others, casual and_ incidental. 
That goes for the acting. Miss Leigh- 
ton does a fair job. Shan. 


GIRLS CAN PLAY 


Columbia production and _ release. 
tures Jacqueline Wells and Charles Quigley. 
Directed by Lambert Hillyer. Screen 


Hillyer; story, Albert DeMond; camera, 1.u- 
cien Ballard. At Strand, Brooklyn, week 
June 17, ’37, double. Running time, 5) 
mins. 

Ame CAgeP os oss ocsee ...-Jacqueline Wells 


..Charles Quigley 
tita Hayworth 


eeeee 


Jimmy Jones........ 
Sus Collins. ccccscsccesecess 


Foy Harris...e...eee.-+.+e-J0hn Gallaudet 
GUGSET code 00 kk uk <o'e a0 eee George McKay 
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Horton | 


created | 


Not much of moment to} 
| angles are handled astutely, even the | 
tougher moments possessing a glow | 


Feae | 


play, | 





Ann but the romance is over- 
shadowed by intricacies of the plot. 
Rita Hayworth, as the moll of the 
crooked druggist, furnishes the 
smartest female portrayal of the pic- 
ture. She shows potentialities. John 
Gallaudet makes an acceptable ex- 
{convict and drug store operator. 





| Guinn Williams is lost as the serious | 


| but wooden lieutenant. 

| Lucien Ballard does 

| with the camera. Dialog is lengths 
' ahead of story material, Wear, 


_ THE GIRL SAID NO 


(WITH MUSIC) 


Grand National production and release 


Stars Irene Hervey and Robert Armstrong 
Directed by Andrew l, Stone. With 
|} mucical excerpts from Gilbert and Sullivan 

operett 7 The Mikado, Patiesus 
| ‘Pirates of Penzance and *Ruddigore 

Previewed in projection room, N. ¥ Jun 

21 37 Running time, 72 min 

Jimmie Allen Robert Arn 

Ry ea daxd ehusctceadbn lren Her 

Mubel..... lila ‘ 

Pic Mad rad J. Bi 

Seatri ,iVian H 

Ho rd ~Hath Witlintn Danforih 

Charles Dillor t.clines Herbo 

lo. . e . Gwili Andre 


The amiable characteristics of the 


| off-the-record people who pervade 
| the Broadway areas are well 
sketched in this picture, which is | 


| pretty good and deserving of 
| est. 

It’s a matter of opinion whether 
the rank and file fans will get much 


|from those Gilbert and Sullivan 
scenes, consuming so much of the 
| second half of the film. 3ut it’s an 
angle to emphasize for the select 
trade, Irene Hervey achieves a 
most interesting periormance and 


there’s Robert Armstrong to link on | 


the marquee. 
| It’s really a modern story with a 
‘Mikado’ finish. The back stretch of 
the picture may be its only deter- 
rent. Because, otherwise, the film 
| has that smooth, amusing gait, and 
| while not reaching any great heights 
of humor and action, nonetheless un- 
| reels interestingly and pleasantly. 
Miss Hervey is a dance hall hostess 
—a good gal whose one purpose is 
| gathering in the coin. 
one of three bookies who throw their 
bankrolls at the dance hall girl. 
When he has to make good with his 
| pals on the money, he concocts a re- 
venge* scheme to sell Miss Hervey a 
stage career idea by means of which 
| he contrives to retrieve the money 
he spent. For this plan he enlists 
the aid of some old-time Gilbert and 
Sullivan players whom the bookies 
a in a chow joint. But as the 
plan progresses, so does romance be- 
tween Hervey and Armstrong and 
just as all seems lost the rainbow 
| shines. 
| Dance hall 


scenes and the love 


of sympathy, bespeaking good direc- 
torial judgment. The Hervey-Arm- 
strong. pair get all they can from 
their roles. 

The dialog is good enough and so 
are the presentations of the various 
| Gilbert and Sullivan excerpts. 

The victure shows that consider- 
| able effort and good judgment went 
into the making of this blended film, 


formance in this film is an outstand- 
ing item and calls for real considera- 


Anal a i ee sresereree tiene Morse"! tion in the future for her_ abilities. 
Lieut. Flannizgan........ 22. Guinn Williams | Armstrong is his usual amiable self 
es .see+-doseph Crehan | and good performer. ; 
EE OI ee eon yereti Paula Stone, as Miss’ Hervey’s 
er ae Richard ‘Terry | . S i i -d- 
Bill O’Malley.........-seeeees James Flavin | oo oe. Seen 2 Sereee & See 


‘Girls Can Play’ is another version 
of ‘Murder on the Diamond,’ only 
here it’s softball and a femme base- 
ball team. Most exciting scene is 
photographed in shadows, removing 


the principal wallop of the dodder-| 


ing ‘combination mystery-gangster- 
newspaper-baseball formula. 

Picture may squeeze past on the 
after section, in the warm months, 
when fans aren’t fussy. It hasn't a 
name that means a nickel’s worth 
of added business. 

There is a dumb but athletic- 
looking reporter who is supposedly 
working on a Hollywood newspaper. 
Then there is an ex-convict, selling 
cut liquor with phoney labels, who 
is Owner of a drug store. 
unknown reason, he wants his estab- 
lishment put on the map via a girls’ 
softball diamond team. This is ex- 
cuse for constant switching to the 
athletic field, depicting the beau- 
teous femme baseballers in action. 


Of course, the ex-con’s pal shows | 
up to be bumped off. Later there’s | 


the fatal poison of the pretty girl 
Catcher on the playing field. Wan- 
dering in and out of this strange 


conglomeration is the stupid police | 


Officer and slower-moving cub re- 


porter, sale of the drug store and | 


Stock, split of the ill-gotten cash and 
the accepted daring getaway. It's 
all extremely hokey. 

Lambert Hillyer does fairly well in 


directing, but is handicapped by be- | 


ing entrusted with the responsibiliy 
of the screen script. When one 
perks the other droops—and badly. 
Original yarn was nothing to get 
excited over, particularly in view of 
What the b.o. returns were on simi- 
lar stories, 


Jasqueline Wells is passable as the | 


athietic Ann Casey, with ability as 


a softball hurler and socking home | 


runs, Charles Quigley stalks through 
the film as a great newspaper scrib- 
bler who’s never pictured writing a 
yacn. He is purportedly in love with 


For some | 


| familiar Edward J. Bronvhy besides 
others for comedy effect, and even 
Gwili Andre has a bit, indicating 
that care was taken with the a 
wn, 





TRAIL OF VENGEANCE 


j 
| 
! Republic release of A. W. Hackel pro- 
| duction. Johnny Mack Brown, Fea- 
; tures Iris Meredith and Warner Richmond, 
Directed by Sam Newfield. 


Stars 





| Mann: screenplay, George H. Plumpton 
|} and Fred Myton; camera, Bert Longen- 
ecker; editors, 8. toy Luby and Tom 
| Neff, At Colonial, Lincoln, Neb., dual. 
|} Running time, 55 mins. 

| Dude Ramsey ........ Johnny Mack Brown 
FOAM WOH s vcccccsccccvscres Iris Meredith 
| PARK CMreOG..ci sc0060<s% Warner Richmond 
Mart Piernon...ceocceccecceces Karl Hackett 
| Buck Andrews...... esbaneene Karl Hodgins 
, MASA er ree oo... Frank LaRue 
Red Cassidy, ..cccsccsccece @oceecs Frank Ellis 
Bill O’ Donnell.....-ceee eeeeee- Leow Meehan 
P Mteve Were as cccccccccesesecans Frank Ball 
OM de ccccveackeieseess Dick Curtis 


| With advance billing as a murder- 
‘ous outlaw, Johnny Mack Brown 
| comes into a range war in ‘Trail of 
| Vengeance’ to find what happened 
| to his brother and who did it. Since 
he’s a gun-thrower of some notoriety, 
| he’s given the opportunity, no ques- 
| tions asked, of joining either side of 
the range argument. 

Brown, a real husky, convincingly 


fits his western roles and looks the 
part of the guy who can handle} 


|himself in tight places. 
|opposition in this film is Warner 
Richmond, who also has a big rep 
in drawing and shooting. Richmond 
is one of the more capable western 
| heavies, and can incite plenty of au- 
| dience opposition with the bronc fans 
| by just doing a walkon. 

Iris Meredith 
| supporter, whose amorous possibili- 
ties are cut short with one scene 
wherein she rubs Brown’s head after 
he’s been shot. 

Gunning and suspense are the 
prevalent ingredients which is all 
these pics take for good reception. 

Barn. 





splendidly | 


inter- ! 


Armstrong is | 


| and it should return deserving re- | 
| sults. 

| Miss Hervey’s knowing  per- 
| 


Storv, EK. B. | 


His principal | 


is the lone femme | 


FILM REVIEWS — 





THE THIRTEEN 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
| Mosfiim production of Amkino release. 
| Directed by Mikhail Romm Story, Ivan 
|} Prat, Mikwiail Romm; camera, Boris Vol- 
; chek; musical score, Anatoli Alexandrov 
} At Cameo, N. Y¥ eek June 18, '37. Run- 
; ning time, 86 mins. 


The Commander......... Ivan Novoseltseyv 
lS are .....-Helen Kuzmina 
The Geologist............ Alexei Chistiakov 
Lieutenant-Colonel.............. Arsen Fait 
oO ee ae Olya Kuznetsov 
| Timoshkin reer er Andrei Dolinin 
Boa. eee ee ..-Pyotr Masokha 
| EAOVMOOE  hscckcs oes a David Zolts 
RRUMUREIR 5 occ 0's 60 8 . Vassily Kulakoy 
ES Gee ec nadie ae .Sergei Kriloy 
MEUTAGOF si ious e ss. Alexander Repinoy 


Sakhtiulin.,... 
| Gusev... 


Kuliey 
Kriuchkovyv 


Andrei 
- Nikolai 


(In Russian with English Titles) 


Picture can be truthfully ealled 
the Russian version of ‘The Lost 
Patrol,’ in that it parallels in both 
theme and treatment the U. S. melo- 
drama of desert warfare and priva- 
tion Director Mikhail Romm has 
substituted a hard-fighting little band 
of Soviet Red Army cavalrymen, de- 
mobilized and on its way home after 
the revolutionary fracas of a decade 
ago. Group is made up of a com- 
pany commander, his wife, 10 private 
soldiers and an elderly geologist. 

Fighting its way through gale-like 
sandstorms across the trackless 
| wastes the party comes upon a small, 
| deserted fortress and, digging in the 
| sands for a possible well for 
supply, the Russians uncover a cache 
of machine guns and ammunition. 
From a bearded wanderer they take 
prisoner it is learned that the oasis 
is being used by Turkoman bandits, 
led by Shirmat-Khan, Asian enemies 
of the Soviet. And it is not long be- 
fore the bandits return, 200 strong, in 
search of water. 


In the scenes that follow there is 


depicted the heroic defense of desert | 


stronghold against tremendous odds. 
A soldier is dispatched in search of 
reinforcements, but until help ar- 
rives those remaining must hold the 
fort against the besiegers. Theirs is 
a desperate fight and, one by one, 
{the Russians are slain until but one 
| soldier is left to man a machine gun. 
| But the trouper sent for help reaches 
a band of Soviet horsemen, and over 
| the sand they ride, arriving in the 
| nick of time, like the U. S. Marines. 
Story .is well-handled and it is 
acted to perfection by the Russian 
cast. Players display earnestness and 
skill in projecting this interesting 
facsimile of an American original. 
Camera work is especially fine, there 
being some striking sandstorm shots 
that are particularly effective. 
Rowl. 


Tenderfoot Goes West 


J H. Hoffberg release of Maurice G, 
O'Neil! production Features Jack LaRue, 
Virginia Carroll, Russell Gleason, Directed 
by Maurice G. O'Neill. Camera, Art Reed; 

} editor. Holbrook Todd. At Colonial, J.in- 
coln, Neb., dual. Running time 61 mins. 
| Killer Madden ......-e000- ..Jdack LaRue 
PAUL. C6 re ee cece tecensvens Virginia Carroll 
PERO .ceeeeecdeaceraseoeds Russell Gleason 
Groth eed ib de 66 6.b8 6:448.6 068 Joseph Girard 
EERE eccecaccesecesesces John Ince 
Steve 066666668 6400600000648 Ralph 3yrd 
StubPy cccccccvcccescecccsess <‘hris Martin 
BUCH 400002 chs iessueseectesve John Merton 


Fair and with a few laughs. Story 
lis of one of those novelists who 
| trade on the rough and open spaces 
from a Broadway hotel room. 
Credits on the film don’t mention 
authorship of the script, but the idea 
is not new. 

It's a good part for Russell Glea- 
son, soft-soled typewriter puncher 
who comes to take his first look at 
the west after having become a suc- 
cess writing about it. Gleason’s nat- 
ural flair for dumbness and drug- 
store cowboyishness fit in okay here. 
Jack LaRue, real toughie, isn’t in the 
film much. He walks bowlegged, 


a bad hombre. Virginia Carroll is 
the sole femme, with exception of. 
| one big-eyed blonde who is unbilled. 
Carroll girl is a surprise and gets 
| by plenty all right. 

Spotty trade for this one. It has 
| small chance in the action houses, 
|} and none whatever away 7. 
arn. 


MANDARIN MYSTERY 


release of Nat Levine 
tion. Features Charlotte Henry, 
Quillan,. Directed by Ralph Staub. 
play, John F, Larkin, Rex ‘Taylor, 
trude Orr, Cortland Filzsimmons; musi- 
cal supervision, Harry Grey; camera, Jack 
Marta, At Strand, Brooklyn, week June 17, 


Republie produe- 
Keddie 
Screen 


(ier- 


"37, double. Running time, 65 mins. 
BOE. GQUGRE .ccscsccccscecs Eddie Quillan | 
Jo Temple....... , Charlotte Henry 
Martha Kirke...... Rita La Roy 
(og Pre ee Wade Loteler 
ee Franklin Pangbern | ~ 
Dr. Kirk eee aee-e rrr rrr George Irving 
Irene Kirk......sescc.ese Kay Hughes 
Cuffy heedewenans ..William Newell 
Donald Trent...... .. George Walcott 
| Bronson ..... Kdwin Stanley 
POSE cc gt veceddcaveescocess Mdgat Allen 
ge PTT Pare ..».. Anthony Merrill 
| Reporter, .Richard teach 


Monte 


|} First Detective 


atable a whodunit can be made when 
; several capable players are in the 
cast, no matter how wandering the 
direction or how much miscasting 
and juggling of story. Because of 
the three last-mentioned defects, ‘The 


Mandarin Mystery’ only rates a place | 


in double-picture set-ups. Word-of- 
mouth may help. 

What chances there were of re- 
| taining interest in the strange mur- 
| ders, stranger manipulations of cost- 


water | 


| 
ly staiups 


and sleuthing of Ellery 
Queen, crime detector No. 1, are 
pushed aside by the director and 
script. To make it more confusing, 
there is too much reaching for 
|laughs and an obvious miscasting 


lof Eddie Quillan as 
| super-detective. 

| Spotlight is early focused on a 
$50,000 Chinese Mandarin postage 
stamp. Two murders are committed, 
stamp is stolen, tossed around, and 
eventually recovered as an aggrega- 
tion of costly stamo counterfeiters 
are uncovered through Queen’s mas- 


Ellery Queen, 


'terminding. Writers have used the 
old faithful artifice of having the 
| pretty girl (Charlotte Henry) orig- 


jinally entrusted with the custody of 
the stamp and in love with the 
youthful Ellery Queen 
lan). 

Scripters have taken their di 
from the worn-out colloquialisms oi 
present-day slang, in what is intend- 


ed to be sparkling passages. They 
ire so easily recognized and used 
7o often they become irritating. Had 


‘ 


the authors and director focused at- 

tention on the mystery at hand the 
development might have been much 
| smoother. 

Charlotte Henry makes a formida- 
ble possessor of the valued stamp. 
| She does a neat job when given half 
a chance. Eddie Quillan partially 
overcomes the handicap of being 
| made a smart-alecky detective. Only 
his clever handling of the role makes 


it believable. Wade Boteler does a 
slick job in a smaller role. Franklin 
Pangborn, cast as a fluttery hotel 


| manager, contributes his usual comic 
performance. Rita La Roy is vivid 
as the questionable daughter of the 
|}stamp collector, who finally is 
| bumped off. George Irving is pol- 
ished as the collecior. 
Producer Nat Levine has 
the film superb backgrounding. 
sical direction of Harry 
highlight. Flawless 
furnished by Jack 


given 
Mu- 


photogranhy is 
Marta. Wear. 





0. & J.’S ‘DOUBLE TROUBLE 


Hollywood, June 22. 
‘Double Trouble,’ co-featuring Ol- 
sen and Johnson, got the gun at Re- 
public Studio today (Tues.). 
James Horne directs with Leonard 
Fields as associate producer, 


(Eddie Quil- | 


ilog | 


|of the Department 


VARIETY 


BANK ALARM 


National release of Condor proe 
Stars Conrad Nagel Features 
Hunt. Directed by Louis Gasnier, 


George A. Hirliman; associaia 


Grand 
duction, 
Mleanor 
Producer, 


producer, Charles Hunt; original screen 
play, David S. Levy and J. Grillin Jay, 
supervisor, Sam Diege; asst. director, 
Milion Brown; photography, Mack Steng- 
ler; film editor, Dan Milner; musical 
supervicor, Abe Meyer At Fox, Brooklyn 
week June 21, °37, dual bill. Running 
time, 64 mins. 

Rigen CeCe “i ioe 000 0' eke bes Conrad Negel 
Sobbie Reynolds ......sccees Sleanor Hunt 
ee ere Vince Barne.t 
Oe bu. 8 ba eh eh on Sas “sen Fiank Milan 
aT” Sic cckewaee dé obees owceas Wilma Francis 
Insceector LIosacy William Thorne 
PRAPOOCEE coe ceases reves .. Wheeler Oakmoan 
Duke : Charles Deliney 
Curtis Phil Dunharn 
(irimes. . bere Sid D' Albro vk 
Barney Pat Gleason 
Overman Wilkon Benge 
Sheriff Henry Roquemore 


Routine comedy thriller destined 
for brief stays as the lower deck 
portion of dual bills. Just a rewriie 


of countless previous G-men mellers, 
but without the sting, the excitement 
or the stature of the s9o0d ones. Story 
has Conrad Nagel as the Rover Boy 
of Justice, with 
Eleanor Hunt as his fair and deadly 
sidekick. Pair hop on the tracks of 
a bankrobbing gang. Guilt of the 
hoodlums is obvious to everyone in 
the audience and they leave a trail 
of counterfeit bills, riddled corpses, 
witnesses and even an obvious hide- 
out, 

Several auto chases, some gunplay 
and a couple of last-second rescues 
by Nagel. Also a flock of misplaced 
comedy by Vince Barnett. Old stuff 


| and without sufficient reason in the 


Grey is a} 





| brings, 


yarn. Nagel is one of those G-men, 
peculiar to pix, who catch a gangster 
by letting him kidnap the gal, only 
to be trapped for the finale. 

As the hero of it all, Conrad Nagel 
is virtually the only convincing 
thing in the film. Even in such sure 
roundings, he shows the workman. 
like skill that long’ experience 
Eleanor Hunt is passable, 
chiefly on her looks, Vince Barneit 
almost makes the comedy laughable, 
but the others are just present. 

Direction is without inspiration. 
‘Bank Alarm’ could be substituted 
for a western at Saturday matinee 
to electrify the moppets. Otherwise 
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ties his holster down to his leg, and | 
bites the southwest corner of his | 
mouth to help create the illusion of | 


APT, INS Metro-Goldwyn- | 
Mayer’s Masterpiece 
- we 


Vandegrift 
| 


This is an illustration of how pal- 





no dice. Hobe, 
New York Theatres | 
conapeussnonaneabuneguepieemenare rine menneitatie rete nope se e HE ij 

















‘The Last Train from Madrid’ 

with DOROTHY LAMOUR, 

LEW AYRES, GILBERT 

ROLAND and LIONEL ATWILL 
B'way 


CRITERION Bex, 25¢ 


Till 1 PLM, 
Opens 9 A.M.—Midnite Shows 

















Daily 2:55, 8:55. Extra Mid 
night Show Sat., Sun, 3, 6, 
8:55. Mts. S0c, 77, $1. Eves, 
M),77¢.$1,$1.50,8% Sat. Mat, 
Sat Midnicht & Sun. 60M. 


ASTOR 


| Bway at 45th St. 5ve.776.$1.$1.50 (Plus Tax) 
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0 
Pa,| “13th CHAIR” 
STARTING THURSDAY 
w GABLE and LOY 
5 in “PARNELL” ] 


in *SLIM” 


nn Gon hop ar ‘ 











PAT O'BRIEN 
|\BHENRY FONDA 


AIR-CONDITIONED — Bway 
Doors 


open 3:30 A.M.— MIDNIGHT SHOW 


STIR WRITERS STIRRED 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Warners has assigned Don 
and Ken Gamet to scrivening chore 
on Warden Lewis Lawes’ original 
| yarn, ‘Chalked Out,’ dealing with 
prison life. 
Scripters have been with 
Bryan Foy unit the last eight months. 


and 47th Street | 


Ryan | 


the 


ROXY 


PARAMOUNT:::. 


Bob Burns 
Martha Raye 
in 


a 





Ia Person 


Clyde Lucas 














And His 
| “MOUNTAIN Orchestra 
| MUSIC” 


Ethel Merman 








“RIDING 
ON AIR” 


with Joe E. Brown 


Ith Av. & 50th Ss. 


On the Stage 
GOMEZ and 
WINONA 


ALL ro 
smats20 P.M. 














“SLAVE SHIP” 


With WALLACE BEERY 
and WARNER BAXTER 
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“EVER SINCE 
EVE” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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MARX BROTHERS 


“A Day at the Races” 


Coming Luise 
‘The Emperor's Candlesticks’ 


Rainer—Wm. Powell in 
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i] —but when they talk about NEXT year 
= ask ’em “WHAT ABOUT NOW!” 








i M-G-M’s Summer Plan, releasing Millions of Dollars of Giant Pictures for 

‘ your hot-weather screen, is the Talk of the Industry! “Day at the Races” ) 
: is off to a flying start! “Captains Courageous” “Broadway Melody of 1938” 

1 “Parnell” “Good Earth” ‘“Emperor’s Candlesticks” are just a few of M-G-M’s 

i 


Big Ones during June, July and August. The public doesn’t care about 
“Seasons”. They only know one thing. Faith in M-G-M all year ’round! 


EXTRA! JEANETTE MacDONALD in “THE FIREFLY”, her new triumph following “Maytime”, is added to M-G-M's Summer Releases in response to 
overwhelming exhibitor reaction! Clear the decks! Hold your time wide open for M-G-M’'s Multi-Million-Dollar line-up! 
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NY -Detroit Pix 
Prod. Under SAG's 
New Eastern Link 


A desire to be represented with 
full membership in case any feature 
production or increased short fea- 
ture production is launched in the 
east and an urge to cash in on the 
extensive industrial film production 
in the east and Detroit resulted in 
the Screen Actors Guild establish- 
ing a branch office in New York 
Monday (21). Mrs. Florence Mars- 
ton, formerly with the Authors 
League of America, is in charge at 
headquarters, 11 West 42nd street. 

New York office will have juris- 
diction over the metropolitan area 
covering the region within 300 miles 
of Manhattan. Later this may be 
extended to Detroit where there is 
much commercial film production 
now in progress. Guild will con- 
centrate on Warner Bros. studio in 
Brooklyn, Par’s Service Studios at 
Astoria, the Biograph plant in up- 
town, N. Y. and all studios employed 
in making advertising or industrial 
pictures. Only inkling the Guild of- 
ficials had that mere production 
might be spotted in the east was in 
the desire of the producers to leave 
the east coast studios out of the re- 
cently signatured wage pact. 

Because of the large number of 
extras often employed in _ shorts, 
Guild executives felt that the east- 
ern area might be fertile ground 
especially since the avowed inten- 
tion of the organization is to par- 
ticularly help the little fellow in the 
matter of working hours, wages and 
the like. Drive will be to sign up 
all those who appear before the 
camera, with the Guild stipulations 
eliminating commentators and others 
who figure in the production of such 
short subjects as Pathe Pictorial, 
‘Going Places,’ etc. 

Kenneth Thomson, secretary of 
the Guild, who came in from the 
Coast to establish the eastern office, 
said that the actors in New York 
studios would be organized along the 
same lines as on the Coast. He was 
due to leave N. Y. for Hollywood 
yesterday (Tues.) after meeting with 
Equity Tuesday. 


St. Loo All Set for 2 Yrs. 


St. Louis, June 22, 

Wage scale agreement for about 
400 members of Theatrical Em- 
ployees Union, Local No. 2, recently 
organized by John P. Nick, pres. 
IATSE here, was signed last week 
with operators of 90 class A and B 
houses. Contract, which runs for 
two years, became effective imme- 
diately, 

Scale for class A houses runs from 
$15 to $22 per week and in class B 
houses wages are on an hourly basis 
ranging from 35c. to 40c, with a 
maximum of $40 per week. Contract 
stipulates that no employee now re- 
ceiving more than maximum of scale 
Shall be cut. De luxe houses, in many 
instances, pay more than called for 
by scale, and will be least affected 
by agreement. 


$6,000,000 Suit Against 
AT&T Must Go to Trial 


A. T. & T., Western Electric and 
ERPI must defend the $6,000,000 
anti-trust suit brought against them 
by Stanley K. Olden, assignee of the 
Pacent Electrical Co., Inc.. Federal 
Judge Knox on Saturday (19) denied 
the motion of attorney for the de- 
fendants to dismiss the complaint on 
insufficient grounds for an action. 


5 It is expected the suit will be tried 
in the fall. 


GN’s ‘Sing’ Pitched 

: Hollywood, June 22. 

Something to Sing About,’ Grand 
National musical, went before the 
cameras today (Tues.) with Victor 
Schertzinger directing. 

Cast includes James Cagney, Mona 
Barrie, Gene Lockhart and Bill 
Carey. John Stumar is at the cam- 
eras, Harold Lewis production man- 
ager, John Sherwood assistant direc- 


tor, with Zion Myers at the producer 
helm. 




















An Injun He’ll Be 
Hollywood, June 22. 
David O. Selznick has spotted Vic- 
tor Jory into the cast of Selznick In- 
ternational’s ‘Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer.’ 


Player will enact character of In- 


jun Joe. 





THE SWITCH 


Goes Theatre, 
Recent Trends 





Garage Reversing 





Indianapolis, June 22. 

With many theatres being trans- 
formed into parking garages, it’s 
news when a parking garage re- 
verts into a theatre. The circle was 
completed Saturday (19) with the 
opening of the nabe Cinema at 16th 
and Delaware streets. 

The 600 seat Cinema was opened 
by Ernest L. Miller and William P. 
Tilley of Brazil, Indiana. In i914, 
Charles M. Olson, now operator of 
the vaude-film Lyric, opened a house 
on the same site. It was operated | 
for about five years and then | 
abandoned, the building being turned 
into a garage. 

House has new upholstered chairs 
and RCA sound, and will be operated | 
under the usual nabe_ protection | 
policy. 


STUDIO WHITE COLLAR 
MOB IN GUILD MOVES 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Office workers guilds have been 
formed at several major studios and 
membership drives are under way. 
Employes are being organized into 
units for collective bargaining under 
the Wagner act. 

Robert Hilton heads the Metro 
group, Russell McKinley the Radio 
crowd, while L. Minnig is head man 
at Universal. Other groups will elect 
soon. All units plan to seek wage 
increases and improved working 
conditions. 











Int. Cinema’s Expansion 





Hollywood, June 22. 

International Cinema, Inc., film 
laboratory controlled by San Fran- 
cisco capital, is seeking okay of its 
stockholders for a hike in capital 
stock from $1,000,000 to $2,000,000 to 
acquire cash for expansion and to 
retire mortgage on plant. 

New contracts signed with Grand 
National and Monogram to process 
film necessitates the fresh money, 
officers explained. 


Auer’s Double Deal 


Hollywood, June 22, 

Republic has upped John Auer 
from director berth to producer- 
director statis and has assigned him 
to ready ‘Smart Guy’ and ‘Crashing 
the Front Page,’ latter his original, 
for production. 

‘Smart Guy’ was penned by Rolf 
Passer and Lyford Moore as “Tucker 
Durkee.’ 

Arthur Gregor and John Rathmell 
have checked into Rep writing jobs. 
Gregor scripts ‘Front Page,’ Auer’s 
initial assignment, while Rathmell is 
toiling on ‘The Return of Zorro’ 
serial for Sol Siegel. 








MacARTHUR’S ‘HORIZONS’ 

Charlie MacArthur has been 
pacted by Metro to adapt ‘Lost Hori- 
zons, Harry Segall’s Broadway 
legiter of several seasons ago, not to 
be confused with the James Hilton- 
Columbia film. 

Writer is currently toiling with 
Ben Hecht on film adaptation of 
‘Wuthering Heights’ for Walter 
Wanger, 





SHEILA’S DOUBLET 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Sheila Bromley moves over from 
Universal to Warners for a featured 
spot in ‘Missing Witness.’ 

Player squeezes in prior assign- 
ment in ‘Two Well Dressed Men’ 
which Joseph Henry Steele will pro- 
duce for Monogram. 





MOHR’S LENS DEAL 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Hal Mohr, handling cameras on 
Walter Wanger’s ‘I Met My Love 
Again,’ will pick up a one-picture 


directorial pact with Wanger fol- 
lowing completion of his lensing 
chore. 


‘I Met My Love’ rolled yesterday 
(Mon.), Joshua Logan and Arthur 
Ripley co-directing. 





Meins Reins Giddyappers 
Hollywood, June 22. 

Gus Meins has been ticketed to 
direct a pair of films for Sol Lesser’s 
Principal Productions, first of which 
will be ‘Boots and Saddles,’ from a 
Zane Grey original, featuring Smith 
Ballew. 

Second also will 
starrer, ‘The Devil's 
Harold Bell Wright. 
for 20th-Fox release. 


be a Ballew 
Highway,’ by 
Both will be 





UNIONIZATION OF THEATRE EMPLOYEES 
LOOKS UNLIKELY BY LABOR DAY NEXT 





Fadeout 





Hollywood, June 22, 

Name-writer, out of job for 
six months in Hollywood, ran 
into old pal who had _ just 
moved to a major lot at $1,500 
and was having story-trouble. 
Writer having nothing to do 
anyway worked a week on the 
story and put pal’s limping yarn 
in such fine shape studio gave 
pal a _ writer-director rating 
with producer rating promised. 
Pal invited writer down to his 
beach house and still grateful 
for the neck-saver slipped im- 
poverished writer a bill. Writer 
looked at it and was so incensed 
on seeing it was only a ten- 
spot, lit a cigaret with it. 

‘I haven't earhed as little as 
10 bucks a week since I was a 
messenger boy’ writer added. 

Thus ended another beautiful 
Hollywood friendship. 














SCOTT OF PAR HEADS 
JR. DIRECTORS GUILD 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Harry Scott, of Paramount, was 
named president of the Junior 
Screen Directors Guild. Other of- 
ficers: Horace Hough, Metro; Syd 
Fogel, Radio; Clem Jones, 20th-Fox. 
On the permanent governing board, 
besides the officers, are Bob Ross, 
Warners; Fred Fleck, Radio; Walter 
Mayo, UA; Ralph Slosser, Sherman 
Productions; Joe McDonough, Uni- 
versal; Eric Stacey, Selznick; Phil 
Lord, Republic; Hal Walker, Para- 
mount; Eli Dunn, 20th-Fox; Joe Dill, 
Sherman Productions; Bob Faisan, 
Columbia. Scott, chairman’s coun- 
cil. 

New group comprises 186 active 
first and second assistants and unit 
managers. 


Derr’s 16 Crescent Pix 











Hollywood, June 22. 

Crescent Productions will grind 
out 16 films for the coming season at 
Hollywood Studios under terms of a 
lease signed last week by E. B. Derr 
and Harry Schenck, studio manager. 

Crescent has skeded sik features 
based on the character of ‘Secret 
Service Smith.’ Frank Melford will 
supervise, 





Denver, June 22, 
E. B. Derr, president of Crescent, 
and B. A. Moriarty, v.p., were in 
Denver a few days on a talent hunt 
for the part of Aurelius Smith in the 
detective series, ‘Secret Service 
Smith.’ 





Mack D. Weinberger has quit 
General Pictures Corp. to become 
general sales chief of Certified Pic- 
tures. Plans to have franchised ex- 
change members set in 25 spots op- 
erating in about a month. 





M. P. BASEBALLERS’ RECORD 


Results of the four games played 
in the Motion Picture’ Baseball 
League last week show NBC, Colum- 
bia, Consolidated and Skouras win- 
ning one apiece. 

NBC defeated Apeda 8 to 5, the 
first win of the season for the Broad- 
casters. Columbia topped Metro 6 
to 2 to retain its slim hold on first 
place. Consolidated also dropped 
MGM 8-5, matching Columbia’s pace 
and staying one-half game behind 
them for the league lead. Skouras, 
by winning over Apeda 8 to 5, 
grabbed third place in the stand- 
ings, dropping RKO to fourth. It 
was Apeda’s second loss of the week. 

With three of the week’s four 
games winding up with 8-5 scores 
it seems the games are being played 
from a script. 


BRETHERTON’S ‘GOLD’ 
Hollywood, June 22. 
Howard Bretherton cops the direc- 
torial assignment on Principai’s pro- 
duction, ‘Western Gold.’ 
Film features Smith Ballew. 








A Fight On His Hands 
Hollywood, June 22. 
Kent Taylor has been assigned the 
lead opposite Irene Hervey in Uni- 
versal’s ‘The Lady Fights Back,’ 
directed by Milton Carruth. 
Edmund Grainger produces. 





IA Making Progress in Film Exchanges—But Theatre 


Difficulties 
Contracts Expire 


Presents 


Organization of forces in theatres 
which have heretofore been non-| 
union, an undertaking in which the | 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees and other unions} 
are combined, is proceeding across | 
the country through the offices of | 
locals but with the going slow in| 
rounding up groups for collective | 
bargaining, union spokesmen are not | 
so certain that they will be able to| 
effect negotiations for contracts by | 
this coming Labor Day. On that day 
contracts covering operators and 
stage hands will be expiring but for | 
certain exceptions where two-year | 
agrements were reached. 


Because it does not present the | 
problems confronting unions in or-| 
ganizing help in theatres that never | 
belonged to unions, the progress of 
the I1.A.T.S.E. in setting up locals 
over film exchange workers has been 
far more rapid, indications being 
that all exchanges throughout the 
United States and Canada will be on 
a union basis before the men and 
women in theatres, from managers 
down to scrub women, are ready to 
negotiate contracts. 

The most important of the ex- 
change centers, New York, which 
combines Brooklyn and New Jersey 
service, plus a portion of upstate 
New York, will receive wage de- 
mands within two weeks in all prob- 
ability. With the workers fully or- 
ganized by Joseph D. Basson, presi- 
dent of Local 306, Moving Picture 
Machine Operators of N. Y., the 
Film Exchange Employees Union, 
Local B-51, has ben formed and at a 
meeting held during the past week 
officers were elected. Louis John- 
son was chosen president; Leo 
Braun, v.p., Gerard Lee, recording 
secretary, and David Newman, finan- 
cial secretary. 


Wage Scale Committee 


A meeting will be held within a 
week to name a wage scale commit- 
tee. Over 300 members are on the 
rolls of the new Local B-51, these 
including workers of one kind or an- 
other in N. Y. exchanges of the eight 
major producer-distributors, as well 
as independents. 

While Basson’s assignment was to 
organize the exchange workers, Jim 
Brennan, IATSE v.p., is directing the 
organization plans for the group 
taking in the managers, press agents, 
treasurers, etc. Another IA v-p., Dick 
Walsh, is concentrating on _ the 
group in theatres which embraces 
ushers, doormen, ticket takers, cash- 
iers and matrons, while the work of 
solidifying the group that takes in 
the janitors, porters, cleaners, etc., 
is being undertaken by Local 32-J 
of the Building Service Workers In- 
ternational, 

Before any of the three different 
groups can consider approaching the 
theatres for collective bargaining 
and negotiation, they must sign up 
the workers, get their allegiance to 
unionism and then set up the agency 
through which demands will be 
made upon the theatre operators. 
This may take longer than the sum- 
mer, in the opinion of some union 
men, because of the magnitude of 
the undertaking and the fact that 
theatres are spread much more than 
exchanges. 

Although the workers are being 
slowly organized and enrolled, fur- 
ther orders with respect to the drive 
of the IATSE are awaiting the re- 
turn to New York of George E. 
Browne, president of the LA., who 
is still on the Coast and has not in- 
dicated when he may be able to sit 
down in the East to discuss the un- 
ionization of theatres from cellar to 
ceiling in a more detailed way. 





And in Philly 
Philadelphia, June 22. 


Hard feelings because inspectresses 
and other exchange employes, in 
many cases, are getting more than 
office workers, sent unionization 
drive of white collar class in film 
industry spurting ahead this week. 

With new Film Exchange Em- 
ployes Union agreements giving in- 
spectresses $20 a week, stenos feel 
they’re out in the cold. About 75 
of them (approximately 50% of po- 
tential members) have been signed 


Admittedly — Meantime 


United Office and Professional 
Workers Union, Local 2. Two meet- 
ings have been held and demands 
presented to Universal, Warners and 
National Theatre Supply. 

Meantime organization of house 
employes also speeded ahead with a 
meeting of cashiers, ushers, doormen, 


cleaners and assistant managers at 
the Broadwood Hotel Sunday. About 
650 employes took vows of allegi- 
ance, signed membership cards, paid 
dues and discussed plans for nego- 
tiations with employers. Meeting 
was presided over by Lou Krouse, 
IATSE organizer. 


FLEISCHER STRIKE 
AWAITS NERB RULING 


Outcome of the strike at the Max 
Fleischer studios, N. Y., appears to 
depend on the decision of the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board re- 
garding the complaint by the Com- 
mercial Artists and Designers’ Union, 
Board has the matter under consid- 
eration. 

CADU charged in its complaint 
that Fleischer refused to bargain 
with the union, which claims to rep- 
resent a majority of the studio work- 
ers. Hearing was held last Thurs- 
day (17) by the regional board. 
Union seeks an election to determine 
officially the bargaining representa- 
tive for the Fleischer employees. 

Question, raised by the cartoon 
producer, whether animators should 
be classed as artists or artisans, is 
also before the board. Lumping art- 
ists and animators in one classifica- 
tion would be considered a partial 
victory for the union. 

Mass meeting of various factions in 
sympathy with the strikers was held 
last Thursday night. 

Citizens’ committee was formed at 
this meeting. Including representa- 
tives of the New York Teachers’ 
Union, United Parents Association, 
Newspaper Guild of N. Y. and As- 
sociated Film Audiences, the group 
mapped plans for a_ boycott of 
Fleischer’s Popeye and Betty Boop 
cartoons. 

Meanwhile, strike and picketing at 
the studios continues. CADU claims 
production is at a standstill except 
in one or two specialized depart- 
ments. Music union is co-operating 
in the strike and picketing. Fleischer 
declares the strike is over. Pro- 
ducer says production is once more 
at nearly 100% and that nearly all 
employees are back at work. 


Lesser Sending ‘Natchez’ 
Troupe South for Filming 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Much of the Sol Lesser production 
of ‘The Natchez Trace,’ scheduled for 
filming in the fall, will be shot in 
the lower Mississippi country dur- 
ing August when a group of players 
and technicians will make a footage 
trip into that location. 

Lee Freeman, who penned the 
original story, is working on the 
screenplay. Smith Ballew will be 
featured, Gus Meins directing. 

















MG’S KATZENJAMMERS 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Metro is to produce 12 animated 
cartoons made from the comic strip 
by R. Dirks titled ‘The Captain and 
the Kids.’ Deal was completed last 
week between Dirks and Fred C. 
Quimby, Metro short subjects head. 

C. G. Maxwell, formerly with 
Harman-Ising, is new general super- 
visor of the Metro cartoon unit, 
which is housed in the Culver City 
studio, 





AIRDOME’S HARLOW CLICK 


Charlotte, N. C., June 22. 

The Airdrome, open air cinema 
operating near Charlotte this sum- 
mer under a circus tent, and getting 
a good Sunday business when all 
Charlotte houses are closed under 
the local blue laws,’ showed ‘Hell’s 
Angels’ the Sunday after Jean Har- 
low died, and set a record for the 





up by Louis Vennett in the CIO's 





establishment. 
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_® "ANOTHER FEATHER-IN THE | 


CAP OF ALEXANDER KORDA! 


Will make good with all classes of audiences who 
have been drawn into the picture houses by the 
two marquee names!” — Variety 



























“TRIUMPH OF ALEXANDER KORDA’S... 
Possessed of every hallmark of greatness with its 
powerful and hauntingly moving story. . . Per- 


formances by the players plus exquisite mounting 
makes the production unforgettable ... The pic- 
ture qualifies as an unquestioned landmark”! 
— Hollywood Reporter 

® 


“ALEXANDER KORDA HAS PUT ALL THE 
RESOURCES BEHIND THIS PICTURE, which 
starts with the advantage of offering Marlene 
as Dietrich and Robert Donat in a James Hilton story 
. It is essentially an actional romance with 
considerable originality of setting, very good 
acting by leads and supports alike, excellent 

suspense value and an unusual climax’”’! 
— Motion Picture Daily 








\ 4 
Star appeal guaranteed ... strong story values, 
suspense, and over and above all action... 


heightened by production... Story is entertain- 
. ing...escapes are breathless affairs and their 
bea passages are touchingly done... Plenty to 


sell here. — Motion Picture Herald 
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WB and Par’s New Accessory Rental 
Plan Claimed to Be Working Out OK 


_ 





Accessories rental plan, just in- 
augurated by Paramount and Warner 
Bros. exchanges on a national basis, 
is claimed to be working out satis- 
factorily all around. Particularly 
satisfied with the results are the 
distributors, even though there 
doesn’t appear to be any greater 
margin of profit for them in this 
present system than is the former 
straight sale setup. 

But beyond the direct profit angle 
on the sale of posters, photos and 
other ad material, the exchanges see 
in the boosted use of accessories by 
the exhibs a means of aiding their 
percentage flickers and, especially, 
for getting all possible plugging for 
the company and its product. 

Rental basis is really a credit ar- 
rangement, with the exhibitors buy- 
ing the items at a set billing price, 
but with the items returnable within 
five days for credit. Credits are al- 
lotted in two measures, depending 
on whether the accessories are re- 
turned in ‘good condition’ or ‘badly 
damaged.’ Saving to the exhibitor 
runs between 35% and 50%. 


Warner Bros. has added several 
items to its accessories list since go- 
ing into the rental plan. now offer- 
ing 14 accessory items to exhibitors. 
Warners reports its accessories de- 
partment has increased its billing by 
nearly 35% since the inauguration of 
the rental system, while Paramount 
also reports upped activity. 

Independent poster exchanges are 
going along on their straight rental 




















setup and exhibs are being canvassed 
by indie organizations to patronize 
the independent exchanges. Allied 
at its convention in Milwaukee 
earlier this month urged its mem- 
bers to continue doing business with 
the independent poster organization 
despite the new accessories setup of 
Warners and Paramount. 


Rest of exchanges are watching 
the Warner and Par operations care- 
fully in this field since should it 
prove successful over a long period 
the other distribs figure to switch 
over to the rental setup themselves. 
Accessories departments have always 
been a headache and more or less 
of a necessary evil to all the dis- 
tributors, none of them showing any 
real coin from the operation of the 
poster department. Several times 
in the past there has been discussion 
of the possibility of a consolidated 
poster exchange to handle the ac- 
cessories of all the major distribu- 
tors, but nothing ever came of it, 
due primarily to a natural skittish- 
ness on the part of the distribs to 
get together on any consolidated 
business deal. 


Three years ago Universal tried 
out a rental and credit system for 
its accessories, but abandoned it 
quietly in a short while, the credit 
system not working out as had orig- 
inally been hoped. 


No Speeches for W-K 


Spartanburg, S. C., June 22. 


Apparently since the depression 
the exhibs don’t have to worry about 
it any more—but at any rate speech- 
es and all other discussions relating 
to business were taboo at the annual 
banquet of Wilby-Kincey theatre 
managers here. 

All W-K houses in North and 
South Carolina were represented. H. 
F. Kincey of Charlotte, prexy of lay- 
out, and Norris Hataway of Greens- 
boro, president of the Little Seven 
system in N. C., were among guests. 
About 100 attended. C, E. Stone, 
manager of the State here, was chair- 
man and toastmaster. 














Capitol, B’way, Blaze 
Quickly Extinguished 


Small blaze in porter’s store room, 
started by a cigaret, at the Capitol 
theatre, Broadway, Saturday (19) 
night was extinguished without 
capacity house knowing about it and 
before fire apparatus arrived. No 
smoke went into the house audi- 
torium, and Manager Herman Land- 
wehr’s staff fire drill proved in good 
stead. 

District Manager Lawrence Beatus, 
of Loew’s circuit, who was in the 
Capitoi, added to praise showered on 
Landwehr and his aides by the fire 
department officials. Battalion chief 
claimed that possible panic had been 


conditioning equipment in the fol- 





Col. Agrees to Curtail _ 
Non-Theatrical Opposish 


Philadelphia, June 22. 

Promise that Columbia will cease 
selling to non-theatricals in competi- 
tion with regularly established 
houses was made to a committee of 
United Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers org by Salesmanager Abe Mon- 
tague at a conference in his New 
York office last week. 

Indies here were hot about refusal 
of local exchange to cease selling 
film to a church three times weekly 
in Bridgeport, Pa. House of God was 
giving stiff competish to Mike Eg- 
nal’s Broadway Theatre there. Indie 
boycott of Columbia was threatened. 
Lewen Pizor, Abe Sablosky and 
Charley Segall ironed out the thing 
with Montague. 


FOX INTERMOUNTAIN’S 
BIG BLDG. CAMPAIGN 


Denver, June 22. 


Fox Intermountain is contemplat- 
ing for summer work in the circuit 
the building of two new theatres and 
the complete remodeling of a third 
at a total expense of $300,000. Al- 
ready completed are numerous im- 
provements on other Fox houses in 
the territory. 

The new houses will be in Poca- 
tello, Idaho, and Sterling, Colo. The 
former, costing $150,000, would be of 
Indian architecture, seating around 
1,275. The latter, costing $100,000, 
would seat about 1,000. A complete 
remodeling job is planned for the 
Imperial, Alliance, Neb. If the job 
is done the house will be increased 
in capacity from 800 to 1,000, at an 
estimated cost of $50,000. 

Among the already completed im- 
provements is the installation of air 





lowing Fox houses in Colorado: the 
Fox, Montrose}Egyptian, Delta Rialto 
and West, Trinidad; Isis, Boulder; 
Lyric and America, Fort Collins, and 
the Hiawatha, Denver. The Isis at 
Boulder has also been treated acous- 
tically and has a new heating unit. 

New marquees are up on the Lib- 
erty Bell, Leadville, Colo.; Fox, 
Montrose; Valencia, Walsenberg, 
Colo.; Strand, Rawlins, Wyo.; and 
the Majestic, Nampa, Idaho. Com- 
plete redecorating was done in the 
Rialto at Missoula, Mont., and the 
Orpheum at Sheridan, Wyo. Recar- 
peting jobs in the Paramount, North 
Platte, Neb; Rio Grande, Las Cruces, 
N. M.; Capital, Pocatello, Idaho; and 
the Isis, Boulder, 





Columbus Variety Club 
Set in New $15,000 Bldg. 


Columbus, June 22, 


Variety. Club members here will 
drink at a $2,000 bar after they move 
into their new $15,000 quarters on 
the second floor of the Grand Thea- 
tre building. 

New club rooms expected to be 
ready July 1, when organization will 
leave present headquarters in Desh- 
ler Wallick hotel. 





St. John Unloads Mono 

Hollywood, June 22, 

Floyd St. John, former California 
franchise distributor for Monogram, 
has turned over all Monogram fea- 
tures released prior to the organiza- 
tion of Republic Pictures Corp. to 
Olmstead & Stubbins, Coast distribs 
for Mono. 
Total of 103 releases are included 





The Nose Knows 


New Haven, June 22. 

Management avows this one 
actually happened at Poli’s. 
House locates doctors for 
emergency calls by registering 
seat numbers at front office, but 
one veterinary forgot to 
register. 

A call for him found house 
manager Bob Russell stumped~ 
until he ordered ushers to tour 
the aisles with schnozzles wide 
open. Eventually, one located 
a smell like a stable... and 
there was the vet. 














DENVER BACK 
ON GIVEAWAY 
RAMPAGE 


Denver, June 22. 


Giveaways are back in full force 
in Denver, the giveaway capital of 
the world. 

‘ Fox has tossed 11 houses into the 
fray, dubbing them the ‘Lucky 11,’ 
and giving away a Ford every week, 
besides offering $1,100 in four prizes 
—$500, $300, $200 and $100. 


The Denham and the Alpine are 
using cash nights twice a week, their 
offerings running $500 or more. They 
are using bank night registrations, 
while the Fox is using the ticket 
plan formerly used by Huffman. 


Both outfits are using matinee 
courtesy registrations. Fox gets 
around it by allowing patrons to 
register on the back of stubs, while 
at the Denham and Alpine it is 
necessary to fill out a card. 


The Orpheum is the only first run 
house in Denver not-using a give- 
away, and the Isis is the only Fox 
house not in the Fox cooperative 
affair, The Isis is a 15c. grind. 


Nice Kid—Ups Help 307, 


Lincoln, June 22, 


First move by Walter F. Shuttee 
as city manager of the Lincoln The- 
atres Corp. here was to raise all 
theatre (non-union) employes 30% 
in the pay envelope. Also usher 
and cashier shifts were changed to 
conform with operators in the 
booths. B.o. and flashlighters work 
nights and follow with an afternoon 
shift the next day, and vice versa. 
Gives the employes a chance to 
bunch free time. 


Shuttee replaced Jerry Zigmond, 
who left to become a part of the 
J. H. Cooper Enterprises divisional 
offices in Denver, with Louis J. 
Finske, division manager. 











GOLUB’S SINUS 0.0. 


Denver, June 22, 


Harry Golub, manager of the 
Orpheum here, has gone east for 
two months. First to New York to 
attend conferences at the RKO head- 
quarters, and then to Rochester, 
Minn., to enter the Mayo hospital 
for treatment and an operation for 
sinus trouble, 





Golder’s Imperial Franchise 
Philadelphia, June 22. 

John Golder has been awarded Im- 
perial Exchange franchise in Eastern 
Pennsy and Southern Jersey for five 
years, 

This includes rights to current 
product as well as coming season’s 





in the deal. 





production of 32 features. 





Advance Production Chart 








averted since fire came at peak hour 
on one of the biggest nights of week. 


to help the man they both love, 


‘IN OLD CHICAGO,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan, directed by 


(Continued from page 23) 


‘WIFE, DOCTOR AND NURSE,’ produced by Raymond Griffith, di- 
rected by Walter Lang, screenplay by Kathryn Scola Darrell Ware aa 
Lamar Trotti. Cast: Loretta Young, Warner Baxter, Virginia Bruce, Allan 
Lane, Alan Dinehart, Lon Chaney, Jr., Minna Gombell, Jane Darwell 

Story portrays Baxter as successful society physician. ; 
capable nurse, Virginia Bruce, whom he calls ‘Steve.’ 
on Steve for everything and can’t get along without her. 
ing it herself, Virginia has fallen in love with Baxter. 
oe b pane | ogee and hurriedly marries her. 
¢ case on their wedding night. Loretta meets Stev ici 
is formed in her mind that Baxter really loves her. "Rae be 
two women together and tells them that he needs them both, can’t get 
along without them, one in his office and the other in his home. 
basis Loretta and Steve decide to be friends and to unite in their efforts 


He has a highly 
Baxter depends 
Without realiz- 
Baxter falls for 
He is called away 


Baxter brings the 
On that 


——=2 


Henry King, from original story by Niven Busch, screenplay by L 
Trotti_and Sonya Levien. Cast: Tyrone Power, Don ‘Ameche- Alice aon 
Virginia Fields, Phyllis Bro‘ Andy Devine, Alice Brady, Tom Brown 
Stery is Ihid in the Chicago of post-Civil War days. rone Power. 
Don Ameche and Tom Brown are sons of Alice Brady, whose husband 
was killed in a horse runaway just as the family was settling down in 
Chicago. The family lives in The Patch, where the boys grow up. Tyrone 
is politically ambitious and becomes a racketeer in a small way, a tough 
hardy lad always ready with his fists, the opposite of his studious brother, 
Don Ameche, who goes in for the law and is scrupulously honest. To 
spite a political enemy, Power abets the election of Ameche as mayor, 
Power operates a cabaret, a favorite rendezvous of wealthy Chicagoans.’ 
Alice Faye, singer and entertainer, is the chief attraction. Alice is in 
love with Power but he falls for Phyllis Brooks, a senator’s daughter, and 
plans to wed her to further his ambitions. Keeping a campaign pledge, 
Ameche moves in to clean up The Patch. He is opposed by Power's fac- 
tion. Ameche leads 500 men to The Patch and an armed clash with his 
brother’s henchmen seems certain. At that moment the cow kicks over 
a lantern in the home of the boy’s mother, Alice Brady, and the great 
Chicago fire starts. 

‘CHARLIE CHAN ON BROADWAY,’ produced by John Stone, directed 
by Gene Forde, screenplay by_ Robert Ellis and Helen Logan. Cast: 
Warner Oland, Joan Marsh, J. Edward Bromberg, Donald Woods, Keye 
Luke, Harold Huber, Louise Henry. 

(Synopsis of ‘Chan on Broadway’ not available at this time because of 
important story revisions now being made.) 


United Artists 


editing, 8 preparing. 
‘HURRICANE’ and ‘DEAD END,’ ‘52ND 
STREET,’ reported June 16. Started: 

‘ADVENTURES OF MARCO POLO,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn. 
directed by John Cromwell, original story by N. A. Pogson, screenplay 
by Robert Emmett Sherwood. Cast: Gary Cooper, Sigrid Gurie, Ernest 
Truex, Veree Teasdale, Alan Hale, George Barbier, John Carradine, Harold 
Huber. H. B. Warner, Ferdinand Gottschalk, Robert Grieg. 

Story is laid against the extravagantly colorful backdrop of the Middle 
Ages and depicts strange adventures of Gary Cooper as Marco Polo in 
establishing commerce between Orient and the West and opening trade 
routes between Europe and Asia. Cooper, youngest of three brothers, 
goes from Venice to China, where he is received at the court of the Em- 
peror, George Barbier. Cooper is accompanied by his servant, Ernest 
Truex. Cooper falls in love with Sigrid Gurie, Barbier’s daughter, en- 
gaged to wed the King of Persia. 
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In work: 
reported VARIETY May 


Five in work, 
Dr 


Readied to start: ‘GOLDWYN FOLLIES,’ ‘NOTHING SACRED’ 
wacee:” ‘1 MET MY LOVE AGAIN,’ ‘ADVENTURES OF TOM 


Universal 


Four in work, 6 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 
‘100 MEN AND A GIRL,’ reported Variety May 26; ‘THAT’S MY 
STORY’ and ‘TOO CLEVER TO LIVE,’ reported June 16.’ Started: 

THE LADY FIGHTS BACK,’ produced by Edmund Grainger, directed 
by Milton Carruth, based on Arthur Stringer’s novel, ‘Heather of the High 
Hand,’ screenplay by Brown Holmes and Robert T. Shannon. Cast: Irene 
Hervey, Kent Taylor, William Lundigan, Willie Best, Frank Jenks, Joe 
meet Paul Hurst, Ernest Cossart. 

tory revolves round struggle of Irene Hervey, manager 

fishing club, to fight the encroachments of Rant Saylor. pote Boerne 
commissioned to dam the river on which the club stands. Rich ‘power 
firm covets the property leased by the club and pulls political strings to 
obtain control. Irene Hervey and Taylor engage in maneuver. each trying 
to outsmart the other, with comedy provided by a manservant and Mc- 
Tavish, Negro servitor. William Lundigan, a society sap, wants to marry 
Irene. Taylor is arrested at Irene’s instigation and gets out of jail just 
in time to save her life when his men file away the supports of a bridge 
Taylor thereupon is knocked out by Joe Sawyer, who plots to blow Taylor 
up with dynamite. Irene hears of the plot and at the risk of her own life 
rescues Taylor in nick of time. Taylor and Irene realize they love each 
other and agree on a compromise whereby he can build his dam and the 
salmon club continues to enjoy its fishing privileges. 

Readied to start: ‘BEHIND THE MIKE’ and ‘CARNIVAL QUEEN.’ 





Warners 


Eight in work, 8 editing, 9 preparing. In work: 

‘ALCATRAZ ISLAND,’ reported Variety June 16; ‘INSIDE STORY,’ 
reported June 8; ‘VARSITY SHOW,’ reported April 28; ‘PERFECT 
SPECIMEN, reported May 26; ‘FIRST LADY,’ reported May 12. Started: 

ADVENTUROUS BLONDE,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by Frank 
McDonald, original and screenplay by Robertson White. Cast: Glenda 
Hae Dee ym repay owen Anne Nagel, Anderson Lawlor, 

> arles Foy, George E. Stone, i 
Hodgson, Robert Barrat. i " ee ene 
ri ye is ge of Torchy Blaine series, 
wspaper, whose rival schemes to put over a fake d r 
oe S paper into printing false murder story. Hoax viee  cneenenl 
: imax when found that the victim, Raylon Hodgson, is really dead. Bar- 
a MacLane is blundering detective, with Tom Kennedy as his equally 
a chauffeur who tries to solve the mystery. An actress, Anne 
— is member of Hodgson’s playing company and is under suspicion. 
o erson Lawlor, another actor, tries to assist the police in ferreting out 
he murderer, Meanwhile Glenda finds herself hard pressed by her prin- 
cipal reporter rival, Hugh O’Connell, who, with Charles Foy and George 
E. Stone, also reporters, trick her into following false trails. Natalie 
Moorhead is the wife of the publisher, Robert Barrat, and she has been 
having a clandestine affair with the slain Hodgson. In the wind-up, 
Glenda traps the real slayer and brings him to justice, leaving the rival 
newspaper and its minions completely baffled. 
oo ee THUNDER,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by Breezy 
aon wig and screenplay by Earl Repp. Cast: Nick Foran, Ellen 
ancy, Al Smith, Yakima Canute, Frank Orth, Frank Ellis, Slim Witackel, 
one 
ory is built around romantic background of rail ildi 
: road building 1n the 
jl on extension of telegraph lines across the plains. Al Smith is 
prietor of a freighting outfit who sees his livelihood being destroyed 


by the ir ‘nei ‘ - 
A iron horse and incites the Indians under Yakima Canute to re- 


‘THE GREAT GARRICK,’ 
James Whale, original and 





Glenda Farrell is reporter on 


Bienen. aervyn eemey, directed by 
=a i nplay by Ernest Vajda. Cast: Brian 
Aherne, Olivia De Havilland, Edward Everett Barten, Derethy Tree, 


Chester Clute, Marie Wilson, Lana Turner, Linda Perry, Milton Owen, 


“eee Luis Alberni, Trevor Bardette, Craig Reynolds, Mel- 


Story is laid in France, 1750. Brian Aherne laying David Garrick 
ae Nnve of his London admirers in a farewell coaapaenne of ‘Hamlet’ 
= eparts for an engagement at the Theatre Francaise in Paris where. 
he boasts, he will ‘teach those Frenchmen how to act.’ Word of his boast 
is carried back to Paris by a disgruntled playwright and the French pre- 
ewe a warm reception for Aherne. They take over the Adam and Eve 
nn, stopover on the road to Paris. Actors from the Theatre Francaise 
fill all the posts in and around the inn. Melville Cooper, posing as the 
innkeeper, greets Aherne, arriving with his valet, E. E. Horton. Turmoil 
and confusion reign, the objective of the Frenchmen being to intimidate 
Garrick and send him packing back to London. Albert Van Dekker 
scurries through the inn, engaging in a sword fight. Bardette is the 
drunken blacksmith. Luis Alberni, the cook, brandishes a knife. But 
because they are all really actors, Garrick sees through the sham and 
recognizes the professional strut. Olivia De Havilland’s coach breaks 
down near the inn and she arrives, seeking rescue. The actors are loath 
to let her in, but must, since she is a lady in distress. Aherne, thinking 1t 
all a part of the plot to upset him, makes gallant love to Olivia, who }s 
infatuated. _A garden love scene is interrupted by shootings and brawls. 
She is terrified. Aherne thinks she is shamming. He declares his love 
for her in an impassioned speech and then bitterly upbraids her. She 
leaves and Aherne goes on to Paris, where his histrionic art charms and 
impresses the Parisians. Olivia is in a box and Aherne plays to her. In a 
graceful curtain speech he corrects the false impression the French have 
received of him, explaining that he has come to Paris to learn, Climax 








is a happy ending with Olivia indicating that she welcomes Aherne’s love. 
Readied to start: ‘TOVARICH,’ ‘COMET OVER BROADWAY. 
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Philadephia, une 22. |] Mr. Elaine Barrie — Royal on Equity’s Entry Into Radio 
; CBS and NBC’s ‘Battle for the See ° ° } 
* Bard’ went into round two this week ics uae J 99. Getting Away from a vege © 
. ? . . - é ancisco, June a . i ° ° Qian 
with teu oe ny to see Commenting upon NBC's Time Selling to Give 
horn-blowing a-p pcted a g Shakespearean series. Radio Advertisers and Stations| Double Turnover CBS will be faced with the prob- 
aims to prior discovery of the . ; raion le Bearer : we ‘ 
cle ‘bbl Pecar Editor Darrell Donnell of the Cc t Ss a te em of treating with the CIO with 
works of the Avon scribbler, dea Examiner had this to say in one : age pa ervice—Follow- | ae a in the next few weeks. After almost 
300 years. cS . of his columns last week: in ad Set b _ . a Pane two weeks of intensive negotiation 
Following NBC’s issuance last ‘National has employed an S ‘ y Trans Pe ge regi that NBC and with network officials for the revi- 
ND Monday (14) of a nine-page tome actor by the name of John american | shoe are both Fn, Mh ove sion of an old contract, the members 
at detailing net’s drumming for Shake- Barrymore, former husband of ——. . will ele ihe d on a concil of the Association of Columbia 
lav speare since 1929, CBS on Wednes- the famous actress, Miss Elaine i oe ages “ath - - —s Broadcast Technicians, company 
an day teletyped its member stations a Barrie.’ COMPLAINTS experience Of turning Over in 1) union, voted Thursday night (17) to 
old bitter message on what it claims is his grave two different ways at dissolve the organization and join the 
the rival web's determination to once. American Radio Telegraphers Asso- 
idle muscle in on its territory. oo ; ciation, CIO affiliate. 
. in The message as received by baal After years of ra pg — nem Heads of the ARTA do not intend 
ad : ad: : allie rere. or lags? went 4 seond : 
ers, aroha? know, Columbia released | aan = be ny nw ee ae ALEN bia Mie tha cain lea eae nd the 
es to the press from coast i ebest two 9 hope regarding markets, wattage and a ie el fer orga une ; 1e 
-! coverage, the national sales repre- technicians in the stations owned and 
ouk weeks ago announcement of Shake- sentatives have aguddenie aw id operated by the network. These con- 
p spearian series for summer, after ic © aber aes ae ee See | sist of WEEI, Boston; WBT, Char- 
oui months of planning and working to Suey bce att baer Gh ieee te lotte; WBBM, Chicago; WKRC, Cin- 
om develop original radio adaptations of ing up por rem | \d Saeed SOURS cinnati; KMOX, St. Louis; WCCO 
Shakespeare. One week ago we re- partments ety ge prosucton eat Minneapolis; KNX, Los Angeles, and 
leased announcement of 9-10 p.m. programmi " no oo that , KSFO, San Francisco. 
time Monday night for this series. ae 0 ing is as important to ad- F : ; , 
ce 4 sien vertisers and stations as time and In moving for the dissolution of 
To everyone’s amazement, NBC re- faciliti the ct : “py : 
a inet abelek eumnetimestnant of 2 acilities. a e company union, the ACBT’s offi- 
oe sneare series 9:30 to 10:15 p.m Chicago, June 22. It represents an entirely new kind cers reported that they had reached 
9 eigen tent eves NAC With marriage the bugaboo of all|of thinking on the part of station Los Angeles, June 22, | 4 hopeless impasse with the network, 
MY en ay nis vitae « an ition C girl trios, NBC’s Morin Sisters are | sales reps; they are now talking in| Taking their first step toward or- | Contract which CBS had with the 
“ cong A ee ee gp : a taying in the business by adding two | terms of program dress where for-| ganizing as a protective group and | ACBT had until 1944 to go, but it 
fe ) — akespeare through several) people to replace sister Marge, who | merly they thought strictly in terms| for collective bargaining, the Radio also allowed for annual reopening of 
—— : weeks. sli Poa married Bob Casey, of King’s Jesters, | of 15-minute pieces of clock. Artists Guild of America took form | discussions and revision of terms. 
We presumed it was a mistake on | g short time ago. This oven ; ie: K Spokesmen for the CIO affiliate de- 
lee iilet, caak’ enk:eedeeeeied than tt ae s trend, started in a big way | last week, with more than 100 free | °P _ altihate 
wo Sik p A gee — Additions, set to join July 4, are | by Transamerican, is being pursued | lance players applying for member- clared last week that this agreement 
3 yester snaghtoe toMy Mi yond ime | Ruth Milam, formerly of vaude, to | in full chase by the strictly exclusive| ship. Norman. Field was named | With Columbia was an illegal one 
ie ; of thei roadcasts. a ave re-|do vocals, and Henry Coffee, for ar- | station rep outfits. John Blair com~| temporary chairmap. and that it was prepared to resist 
wer — despite the ra that \ pe aoe ranging and piano. pany has plans for the organization At meeting tonight (Tues.), by- | ay attempt on CBS’ part to enforce 
s to ec rg pagrtee et va ay oll of an associate setup to be known| laws will be drafted and slate of it. Same source averred that the 
ving aise. = pie iW h fi: hy WGAL’ Ai f G as Blair Productions. This associate | Officers nominated. Group will ap- |Comtract which NBC had in effect 
met dee ri ag . sm Pe ‘ a =9 $ ring 0 roan group will serve as a special pro-|ply to Associated Actors and Ac- with its engineers was also unlaw- 
wil ss th - ee cae ay mr PPT ° gram feeding tube for stations, agen-| tresses of America for a charter, ful and that this web's technicians 
dge. alii new Shakes} vst ee rh N Grunters Physical cies and advertisers. indirectly aligning with Screen Ac- | have been invited to join the ARTA. 
ylor “ - a1 bac ie nessa raeenel Del Owen has been appointed | tors Guild. Equity Angle 
life ; e air, rather than expecting one Grief for Announcers head of the new Blair Productions : Another union angle as sard 
pach actor to play different parts from organizati H aaa 7 42 ee ee 
oe in ep pate “C ganization. e was formerly pro- W . ; W k Be broadcasting developed last week 
Mie dit heee to. owas WRC from duction director of WGN, the Chi- riter S WOr longs when Frank Gillmore, president of 
, aa pose ia wo "satenitindiins Lancaster, Pa., June 22, cago Tribune station, and also served Actors Equity Association, conferred 
caliate. tiet Mn ft Aon Me stacy ood B No one on the WGAL staff here |as_ production man with CBS and To Employer US Court with John Royal, NBC program 
aa : r sing on Of facts | is very sorry there’s just one more | WBBM in Chicago. Production de- , or chief, on the association’s intention 
rs a a —_ iscuss situation in-/ pro wrestling match left to handle| partment will be centered in the 0 > . C ? S *4.| to organize the actors in radio. Gill- 
7 y with your newspapers OF | from the ringside this season. Eddie | local headquarters of the Blair firm, pines in opyr t ult more wanted to know whether 
others interested, if you care to do| Gundaker, sports announcer, and | but with Owen regularly making Royal would oppose such or i 
so. In view of this situation, we hope | hj ist , : : fal i. Seton tan danas 
- . View | : ; ’ »pe | his assistants have been battered so | trips throughout the country to visit Sed] B ’ it ¢ : tion and also whether he would ob- 
RY, you will join with us in redoubling | thoroughly they groan at the slight- : ogy | eae Dis Oo restrain | ; t to th f Equi 
ECT our efforts to make Columbia’ se (Continued on page 51) Molle Shaving Cream, the Stack- |J€C' ‘© me entry Of Squiy organ 
rted: Shak : umbia’s | est provocation and are considering Goldell A d Columbia B izers into NBC Studios. Royal re- 
ee akespearian cycle outstanding by | putting on weight and turning pro eee ren gemma eg 
nih any standard of comparison. We|themselves. They've met and grap- ’ SONS SWS SPOS Se: See See 4 ti ; ad a Seuits rer "but that 
vlor, are enthusiastic over 90 station} pled with about every good matman > & i pce ang OS sume that | re did think { agen it : 
hook : ® he had written and copyrighted the | he did think there would be little for 
ylon ook-up thanks to co-operation from | in the country this season. : pyrignte © | th ant d th 
io aad oth Poe rt lyrics, was tossed out Thursday (17) |*he union to organize around the 
others stations.’ Paul W. In the latest encounter, Joe Dusick by Federal Judge Patters in N networks since practically all the 
ron Keston, won a fall over Gundaker, Bill Bru- pd t et a ten h oS Oe E ' dramatic players are already mem- 
trap John Barrymore is doing NBC’s| baker, control man, and Warren a a ave ee - SROOEES 45 tm bers of Equity. Royal rned that 
scted six Shakespeare plays from the| Hershey, color fill-in man in employe belongs to his emplayer. if cli a 9 ge Pater : 
har Sah Deete tie ot GARAGO Wiret was | pase. Ble wee passing from the rma Stack-Goble, as agents for Molle, | !£ clients seat teks ee ee 
, : ,VUY, SS. ; S pass ; confronted wi abor difficulty, the 
rod aired last night. It was ‘Hamlet,’ co-| to the ring-side via the press table “ pe eg og . ae possibilities were that they hae 
> starring Conrad Nagel with Barry- | at the time, impelled by one of Hank a 0 rod é . roe _ heey sn program. The drop radio and assign their adver- 
out more. CBS is using series of stars in| Barber's spins. Landing squarely mer ncote "ane Br eg cae b yarn tising appropriations to other media, 
orin- its cycle. Pumping divided between | amid the WGAL staff, he parted ‘ingle A f sl chee aig ray aay 
jorge New York and Coast. with consciousness with most of his er edb ‘jae pe on Rie “5 
italie CBS Sets Leads anatomy draped over the the three Washi ; , ; = a > ae 
a 5 shington, June 22. J } , - ¢ B d T | 
— ee wd set for lead single- sprawled figures and his head on the Death last Tuesday (15) of Repre- neg teens or ple oo? an E to uil e evision 
ae sede: » Sheieapenieen cycle of —_— box. Hasty repairs to both | sentative William P. Connery, Jr.,| pany in September, 1933, but the : . 
has i o start over CBS on|the control box and Dusick were | pemocrat of Massachusetts, probably | theme song continued on the broad- Transmitter in Albany 
‘ are Leslie Howard as /| necessary before the broadcast could : , 7 inal % ati ‘ : ; “ 
eezy Benedick’ in ‘Much Ado About | continue will stave off Congressional investi- | cast with minor changes to Brown's 
—r Nothing, Burgess Meredith as ‘Ham- In an earlier encounter Gundaker ears oo aS eee > — : Schenectady, N. ¥., June 22. 
let,” Orson Welles as the Duke in | became a hero for a moment by pro- ren Sm inital __in April, 1934, Brown had the! Installation by General Electric of 
Twelfth Night,’ Grace G tecting Wrestler Donovan f Author of a bill providing for a| jingle copyrighted and served notice | a short wave, high-frequency trans- 
1 the the Qu ° e George asj|tecting Wrestier Donovan from 4} searching probe of both the industry | on the defendants who ignored him iter for televis! tin 
th is oy een, Montague Love as the | clip back of the ear. The bout over,| 3nq the Federal Communicati It : i. | mitter for television broadcasting 
oyed ng, Walter Abel as ‘Horatio’ and | and Donovan having received the C et th en eee — oo poor ne Sed sume will begin within two weeks, the 
. oo | William A. Brady as the Ghost in| nod, Gundaker got him to the micro- ommission, e peppery little|for an injunction. In his opinion | first step being the erection of a 20- 
| Hamlet.’ phone. With the victor half out on Massachusetts Congressman had ex- dismissing the action Judge Patter-| foot tower atop the State Office 
d_by | 3 Further, Edward G. Robinson has | the apron, clearing his throat, Op- er hopes of getting together aj son said: TP Building, Albany, the tallest struc- 
heey a tagged as ‘Petruccio’ in ‘Taming | ponent Hader rushed him from be- — bgp wing committee to look —— case falls within the rule that | ture in this section. Permission for 
oh 0 Shrew, Walter Huston in title | hind for a parting sock. Announcer |? all matters relating to radio’|where an employee creates some-| the installation was obtained from 
Mel- see of ‘Henry IV,’ Sir Cedric Hard- | Gundaker saw the charge, warned during the current session of Con-|thing as part of his — vom FCC some months ago. 
aoe, as ‘Malvolio’ in ‘Twelfth |Donovan and he had just time to — ; under employment, the thing created | Willard J. Purcell, chief engineer 
rick, ight” Brian Aherne as Prince Hal |sidestep. He peeled off his robe, With Representative Richard B.| is the property of the employer. of WGY, will supervise the work. 
niet : — Walter Connolly as ‘Falstaff’ in| tossed Hader for another fall and Wigglesworth, Massachusetts Repub- Equipment to cost about $20,000. 
here, =| enry IV,’ Tallulah Bankhead, | then came back and did his piece on lican, the only other House member L H d NBC’ When completed, the transmitter 
boast | Helen Menken with i actively interested in panning the ove meads S will send out the ‘quasi-ocular’ radi 
en Men Estelle Winwood | the air. P g t the ‘quasi-ocular’ radio 
ee . ee ‘Twelfth Night.’ But, one and all on the station broadcast industry, dopesters believe U na m wave, which for a long time has 
caise , olumbia will augment above list | staff agree, its no life for an an- House action will be dropped until Hollyw'd Continuity Dept. been the problem child of television, 
s the with at least 25 more lead names or | nouncer. next session. Wigglesworth’s Repub- The Albany transmitter will operate 
mail a. Additions are now be- lican affiliations would bar him as a e aiaide on a five to seven meter range, with 
Lidate ined up. —_ . leader of radio reform, and unless San Francisco, June 22. |a receiving radius of approximately 
ekker H Rederick Oe ee - another Democrat bobs up, a mora- ware Peeters | ¢cepartment in| 30 miles. 
5 the eni icago, June 22. torium on the Congressional mop-u 's Hollywood studios will be — 
But Wie: Gladys George, : Roderick Cupp added to the pro- | Jooks likely. P-UP | headed by Andrew C. Love, present 
1 an j artm iri . ; . . > a ° . 
\ and inchell Set as Guesters ee —— of WLS, Prairie ile e continuity acceptance chief here, P A. Given Air 
armer Station, as of last week. DEUTSC starting July 1, according te Don E e 
loath Hollywood, June 22. ‘j ° H TO COAST J ; 2x : 
cae it Sonja Henie d , Was formerly with KTUL, Tulsa, | , i f Gilman, NBC vice-prexy. nissan 
rho is on Chase & ret the guest spot | where he wrote and produced Barns- , terschel Deutsch, radio director at! When Love moves south, Byron Cincinnati, June 22 
rawls. June 27. Glad anborn’s broadcast | dal] ‘Courteous Colonels’ Columbia | ‘®€ Lawrence Gumbinner agency, | Mills will be upped to top spot here, Margaret Maloney, WKRC peers 
love ere - ys George enacts a | chot. has slipped out of N. Y. for the|with Nell Cleary taking over Mills’ | licity director. ni pegs lic 
: She ag from ‘Personal Appearance’ Coast f oa ' a Pary a - g pian! f ills 1 11City direct a has gone in for mike 
¢ u _—— ‘ ormer duties as red network con-,; ing she sla Vo “ 9 y 
s and D oP ' En route, Deutsch will stop off in| tinuity editer and Decotiie + Hiner Py Ps f poe A “ag ns oe jb 
In a 28 x will do The Front Page’ June Mary Small, 16-year-young war-| the key cities to take the public| now secretary to Production Mana- | pc : a ‘ Pg ne are 
Raat of Hilde oe Winchell in the par: | bler. will rest in Canada last fort-| pulse on the radio programs cur-|ger Frank Cope succeeding isa Genta? er ee 
max Oo io : y : “ a. MISS; 8S s. 
— 7 y nson, night in July. rently handled by the agency. ; Cleary on the blue network desk | Spot is for 18 minutes at 1¢ o.m. 
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Very Palsy-Walsy, Bat Will CBS’ 
‘So Am. Neighbors Drum Up Trade?’ 





By ABEL GREEN 


Tt may be a far cry from CBS’ new 
series, ‘Our South American Neigh- 
bors.’ with its inaugural ‘Salute to 
Argentine,’ to international commer- 
cial amity, but one wonders if 
foreign trade with the Latin 
Americas will be influenced any by 
this new radio program. Columbia 
Broadcasting’s commentator made 
much of Argentinian ‘iriendship’ and 
cited a parable of how much friend- 
ship means in ‘the land of the gau- 
chos. But back of one’s head is the 
knowledge that U. S. shippers to 
South America today can point to 
“two German freighters for every 
ship flying the Stars and Stripes in 
almost every port in South America. 


This reporter, as many another 
passenger on a recent voyage to 
South America and through the 


Canal. was impressed with the many 
swastikas on the boats in Latin 
American ports, only to be told that 
despite President Roosevelt’s great 
program of amity between the 
America’s, the southern hemisphere 
neighbors proceed only on the 
premise of simple economics, so far 
as foreign trading is concerned. 
America insists on cash for its prod- 
ucts: the Germans trade their home 
wares for South American coffee, 
beets, sugar, bamboo, etc. The 
Latins like the swapping idea better 
than the cash basis. 

That’s why, for all the musical 
fanfare about the great bond be- 
tween the U. S. and its Monroe Doc- 
trine-protected neighbors, ships from 
across the sea still dominate south 
of the Equator so far as interna- 
tional trading is concerned. 


Hence, one wonders whether the 
recent cavalcade of Latin American 
salutes on the air hasn’t something 
behind it other than the fact that 
the American public has manifested 
great response for the colorful Latin 
tempos. There’s no question but that 
the U. S. has become more and more 
rhumba, danzon and tango-minded 
in recent years as a new tempo, than 
since the first advent of jazz made 
Americans rhythm-conscious. 

But shipping men, _ regularly 
traversing the southern seas, baldly 
state that the Latins are frankly 
laughing at us, despite the widely 
publicized amity and accord between 
us and the S. A. powers. They may 
clasp our hand in friendship, but 
they take their trade elsewhere, be- 
cause they can trade home produce 
for foreign on the barter basis. 


e that as it may, so far as CBS’ | 
inaugural Vincent Sorey concert was | 


concerned, it was an ultra half-hour 
Sunday afternoon at 5 p. m., over 
the entire network, and shortwaved 
to ‘S. A. simultaneously. Gloria 
‘Guerla, soprano, and Carlos Vivian, 
baritone, supported Sorey’s crack 
orchestra. 

The maestro ran the Latin music 
gamut from as: opening paso doble to 
tangos, spirited marches and a salute 
to the late Carlos Gardell, the 
Argentinian. Valentino-Vallee, who 
was killed in a plane crash, but was 
represented with one of his orig- 
inally composed romantic tango bal- 
lads. Sorey himself contributed two 
Original compositions. 

So maybe this unofficial commer- 
cial, albeit technically aq sustainer, 
may do something, yet, about the 
practical side of Latin American re- 
lations. 


HEADLINES FOR TOMORROW 
With Tom Devore, Hazard Holdren, 

Karl Grant, John Fell, George 

Mackey, Paul Strasser, Mary Alice 

Simmons, Louise Dilda, Helen 

Weirauk, Mignon Seibert 
Dramatizations 
15 Mins.-Local 
COLUMBUS DISPATCH 
Saturday, 6:15 p.m. 

WBNS, Columbus 

To boost sales of its Sunday edi- 
tion, The Columbus Dispatch goes on 
the air every Saturday evening with 
dramatizations of the stories and ar- 
ticles to be found in the magazine 
sections of the paper the next day. 
All told, it’s a showmanly piece of 
work, well-scripted and directed by 
Tom Devore. 

Dramatized excerpts from the vari- 
ous stories are shoved out in rapid- 
fire order and tied together only 
by a character known as ‘The Sage 
of the Statehouse Yard,’ a _ well- 
known cartoon character of Sunday 
Dispatch. Character (played by De- 
vore) introduces the excerpts and 
sees to it that the listener learns he 


can read the whole story in next 
day's paper. 
Necessity for portraying several 


dozen characters in each broadcast 
taxes even the large (for this town) 
cast and greater diversity of voices 
might help contrast the brief sketch- 
es. And announcer should be careful 
of stips which reveal _ too-little 
knowledge of sponsor’s product. On 
broadcast caught, Kay Murphy, Dis- 
patch femme reporter, was twice re- 
ferred to as ‘he.’ 

Since entire show is, in effect, a 
commercial plug, announcements at 
eginming and end are properly 


brief. Otis. 


RADIO REVIEWS | 


a 











UNIVERSAL RHYTHM 
Richard Bonelli, Frank Crumit, Alec 

Templeton, Carolyn Urbanek, Rex 

Chandler Orchestra and Chorus, 
Variety Program 
60 Mins. 

FORD 

Sunday, 9 p.m., DST 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(N. W. Ayer) 

Ford Sunday evening 
| hour off for the summer, motor car 
}maker’s Saturday night half-hour 
|show has been ballooned to double 
its usual length, and shunted over 
to replace the symph orch. 

Tagged ‘Universal Rhythm,’ this 
|program has had quite a dodge- 
around career, and has been a head- 
|ache to both the sponsor and the 
|agency. Since last autumn, there 
have been numerous alterations of 
| the lineup of vocalists used, and the 
| period was yanked from NBC after 
|some arguments over its time-spot- 





| With the 


ting 
it has its very best opportunity to | 
The first hour-long program | 
Sunday (20) wasn’t particularly im- 
It was entertainment, but | 
not the sort the expanded program 


score. 


pressive. 




















and given to CBS. Just now 


was designed to offer. As a variety 
program, it turned out to be the 


same old musical fest. 


Frank Crumit stepped into the 
breach. He was assigned to be the 
m.c.-comic, a new part for the vet 
with no. singing’ entailed. The 
Crumit personality was present, 
he needs a script writer. It 
difiicult to know if his patter was 
meant to be humorous at times. The 
show still needs snap and sparkle. 
The investment in material would 


was 


certainly be worthwhile, considering | 


investment in talent and time. 
if Crumit wants a future as a 
non-warbling (or negligibly warb- 
ling) comic, he better 
matter of scripts. 
Bonelli, the Met’s baritone, 
nicely with three solos, the “Torea- 
dor’ aria from ‘Carmen,’ 
John’ and ‘Little Buckaroo.’ Latter 
was announced as a Father’s Day 
tribute; just why wasn’t obvious. 
Lyric soprano Carolyn Urbanek 


the 
And 


handled her usual style of selections | 


with ‘My Hero’ and ‘Smilin’ Thru.’ 
Alec Templeton, the blind British 
pianist, scored very strongly as be 
always does, proving that Handl’s 
‘Fantasy in C’ is loaded with real 
rippling rhythm. Other contribution 
was combining of the themes of the 
Hungarian Rhapsody, ‘Organ Grind- 
er’s Swing’ and ‘Annie Laurie’ in one 
slick syncopation. 

Rex Chandler’s crew has had much 
criticism leveled at it, but the aggre- 
gation is a sturdy, capable one, and 
continues to backbone the program 
excellently. Orch’s accompaniment 
of soloists 
trustive, and when it soars out on 
own numbers it reveals more than 
a measure of versatility. 

But if the program aspires to 
humor, via Crumit working with the 
other featured names, it better 
smarten up the stuff, Bert. 
ROSE PELSWICK 
With Nat Brusiloff Orchestra 
Film Chatter, Music 
15 Mins.—Local 
HUDSON DAY LINE 
M-W-F, 7:30 p. m., EDST. 

WEAF, New York 
(Wendell P. Colton) 

Rose Pelswick, one of the three 
film critic commentators on _ this 
‘Movie Pilot’ program boosting biz 
for the Hudson River Day Line, 
sizes up as a comer from femme 
ranks. With Regina Crewe’s depar- 
ture for the Coast, she is the only 
feminine critic on the three-time 
weekly spot. Chatty comment she 
uses is more. pointed and _ in- 
triguing than most of the material 
found in her N. Y. Journal column. 

Her efforts on program caught in- 
dicate air possibilities. She possesses 
radio personality. 

Program follows general groove of 
previous efforts, with the best pic- 
tures playing at the neighborhood 
houses coming in for a share of at- 
tention. Brusiloff’s band continues 
to provide melodies from new screen 
vehicles and the vocal duo of Jean 
Ellington and George Griffin fur- 
nishes additional variety between 
treatment of cinema fare. Wear. 





MARIAN MORGAN 
With Dorothy Drakeley, Shea’s Buf- 
falo Quartet and Erwin Glucks- 
man’s Orchestra 
BLACK HORSE ALE 
Tues., Wed., 7:45 p.m., EDST 
WBEN, Buffalo 
(B.B.D. & O.) 

Well paced musical with the 
piping of Marian Morgan as perhaps 
the principal asset. Girl shows pos- 
sibilities in the blues business. Dor- 
othy Drakeley, an Eastman school 
product, in to give the program a 
touch of class with operetta stuff as 
a change of pace from the pops pre- 
sented by the rest. 

Erwin Glucksman’s full band play- 
ing fine arrangements gives it all a 
socko background. Commercials, 
distinguished for brevity, nicely 
handled by Charley Lewis. As a 
plugger for a Canadian product 
(Black Horse Ale) program is well 


| Spotted here on the U. S. border. 


Reed. 


but | 


look to the | 
did | 
‘Gypsy | 


is also sleek and unob- | 








| Follow Up Comment 


‘Bughouse Rhythm,’ NBC's swing 
session over the red hook-up at 10 
o'clock Wednesday nights, continues 
to lead on the fuel. Now runs 30 
minutes, with Milton Cross as the 
mock-dignified spieler. Both changes 
add wallop. 

Program has had the goods from 
the start, so it could easily afford ex- 
pansion in time. Presence of Cross 
is also a neat stroke. Announcer is 
identified with symph concerts and 
other programs of classical music 
and his pseudo-learned explanations 
and interpretations of the hot tunes, 
with the lofty-brow stuff carried to 
goofy extremes, is surefire. 

All the numbers and soloists get 
exaggerated buildups. 

Fannie Brice, on the eve 
jaunt to Metro’s Coast lot for a film 
chore, guested on the Vallee show 
for Royal Gelatine Thursday (17) in 
her familiar ‘Baby Snooks’ role. As 
usual, she was plenty funny. 

Teddy ‘Blubber’ Bergmann foiled 
for Miss Brice as the kid’s papa. He 
did the hair-tearing part excellently. 


‘Magic Key’ 





RCA Sunday 


over the NBC-blue band had John | 


Charles Thomas as its singing guest. 
Versatile and expressive baritone 
opened with an operatic aria, follow- 
ing with Dichmont’s folk song, ‘My 


| Lil Banjo,’ one of his standbys. He 
concluded with ‘La Fiesta,’ which 
Charles Hart wrote and Thomas | 


intro’d at the ceremonies attendant 
to the recent opening of Frisco’s 
Golden Gate bridge. ‘Fiesta’ is a 
| fairish piece, with most of its move- 
ment borrowed from, or at least im- 
pressed by, Roman 
Chant. 


plied by Margalo Gillmore (cur- 
rently in the Broadway legit, “The 
| Women’), who trouped in a playlet 
tagged ‘The Female of the Species.’ 
Not an especially ausvicious piece, 
due to overwriting. Dealt with a 
philandering husband and his pa- 
| tient, devoted wife. 


Nash program with Grace Moore 
and Vincent Lopez orch, soon to end 
| for the summer, put on another of 
| its standard and smoothly entertain- 
ling editions Sat. (19) over CBS. 
|some ‘Japanese Jazz.’ Of the two 
Burton Crane, Variety's Tokyo cor- 

Burton Crane, VariEety’s former 
| Tokyo correspondent, now with the 
| Wall St. Journal in N. Y. Labeled 
| ‘Where Are Those Hours,’ Crane's 
; contribution was suave syncopation 
| with native Nipponse overtones. 
|The other number was somewhat 
bcm though more heavily coated 
| with Nipponese overtones. The 
other times, indeed, it failed to sound 
| like jazz at all. 
| Miss Moore was in good voice and 
| strode through her assignment. Top 
{mumber was Schubert’s ‘Serenade,’ 
| which she took almost flawlessly, 
| getting backstopping from a chorus. 








|; ROBERT IRWIN 

| Singer 

4 Mins. 

KOLYNOS 

Tuesday, 8 p.m., EDST 
WABC-CBS, New York 


(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

Hammerstein’s Music Hall came up 
with a winner in Robert Irwin, 
youthful Irish baritone discovered in 
Ireland by John McCormack about 
a year ago. Impressed with his voice, 
he advised Irwin to seek fame in 
America. 

It was not unusual that he sang 


tune across was splendid. Irwin 
possesses 
manipulates it skillfully. 


’ Irwin was 
given 


an elaborate build-up, with 


Wear, 


WAKE UP AND SING 
Talk and Discs 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily—8 to 8:30 a.m., DST 
WGAL, Lancaster, Pa. 


Program is one that gets unusual 


which are combined for the purpose 


of popularizing a rather blank daily 
spot. : 


gram with plenty of patter between 
numbers. Boys 
time after each number, read 
weather conditions, toss in an occa- 
sional news item and generally gos- 
| sip with the listeners, 

A big draw of the program are 
the pix house passes which are given 
away every morning. At unan- 
nounced intervals in the program, 
the announcer picks a name at ran- 
dom from the city directory and an- 


person selected. He or she is ad- 
vised that if they call the station 
within 15 minutes they will get a 
air of theatre passes for their pains. 
opularity of the program is proven 
by the fact that during past six 
weeks, an average of four out of 
five names called have lifted the 
cardboards. Tickets are given in ex- 
change for program plugs for the 
picture. Posey. 








of her | 


(20) | 


Catholic Plain | 


The drama slice on ‘Key’ was sup- | the fight. 


The Lopez crew went novel with | 


ld 
| clearly by an uncredited announcer, 
| Barrymore bows on first as himself 
| to give a hint of- what's 
| Then he goes into the ghost scene. 
| which is prolonged unduly (in view 
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‘HAMLET’ 

With John Barrymore, Conrad Nagel, 
Miles Mander, Mary Forbes, 
Brandon Hurst, 

45 Mins. 

Sustaining. - 

Monday, 9:30 P.M., DST 

WJZ, New York 


NBC dished’ up a healthy three- 


| quarter hour chunk of culture Mon- 


day night (21) as the first of a pro- 
tracted series. The series may not last 
as long as NBC thinks—uniess it getsa 
good deal better. John Barrymore in 
Shakespeare’s ‘Hamlet’ is something 
to dish out and sell; so far it’s fine. 
A very good supporting cast, with 


| some good legit and picture names 
| helps. 
| that the show has to be there. 
| at 


But, after that, NBC forgot 
And, 
least on it 
wasn’t. 

Main difficulty is in the 
Barrymore is credited as having 
made the radio adaption himself. 
That's a tip-off. What is needed, and 
quick, is an adaptor. No doubt 
about Barrymore’s ability to read his 
lines. He hasn’t quiie 
radio mike and distances, 
get that. However, he shouldn't be 
permitted to do everything—or try, 
which, with Barrymore, is the same 
thing. 


this first broadcast, 


script. 


There isn’t any question of sacri- | 


lege, or anything like that. Barry- 
more is a good actor and he loves 


the rhythm of those Shakespearean | 


Ines. But, in cutting up a three-hour 


play to fit in the confines of a 45-| 
show | 


he doesn’t 
much brilliance. 


minute broadcast, 


any too Thus 


| Ophelia has been completely cut out 


of the show. That makes 


who Laertes is, or why he permits 
the King to cajole him into starting 


few casual lines. And the only | 
woman to appear throughout the! 
45 minutes is the Queen, who has 


only four or five speeches. 
Obviously, Barrymore was trying 
to stream-line the play and get it 
on and over. There must be clearer, 
and simpler ways of doing it. 
characters must, perforce, 
dropped. Ophelia is a none too-well 
written part; there are critics who 
claim it’s the Bard's worst. But 
Ophelia is a distinctly important 
story sequence character. And, more 


: | than that, Barrymore forgot that it | 
| pieces offered, one was penned by | 


becomes mighty tiresome to listen | 
|; only to male voices for that length 
| of time. 


ignified. Announced cleanly and 


coming. 


of the limited time available). Bar- 
rymore now steps out of character to 
explain a bit of the story and jumps 


to the greeting of the players, his in- | 


structions to them, etc. Again he 


steps out of character, explains about | 
how the show is worked, and goes | 
into the scene in the Queen’s bed- 


room. 

Now, while it is none too smart to 
have Barrymore stepping in and out 
of character (someone else, the an- 
nouncer, for instance, could do it so 
much better), he forgets to explain 


the next scene and suddenly one | 


mastered | 
but he'll} 


his duel | 
with Laertes a bit difficult to under- | 
stand, since it’s never explained even | 


Also Polonius, one of the | the air and, in the main mid-course 
best Shakespeare characters, is given | ‘ 1 srs opnfag 


;a 


Some | 
be | 


Presentation by NBC is simple and 


J 


{ 
| TALLULAH BANKHEAD 
With Florida Frebus 
‘Advice to the Little Peyton Girl’ 
1@ Mins. 
ROYAL GELA'IINE 
Thursday, 8 p.m., DST 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Miss Bankhead guested on the Val. 
lee show last Thurs. (17). with 4 
slice of heavy-heart drama fashioned 
from a story by Dorothy Parker. 
Piece proved o.k., if undistinguished. 

A yarn about a rather matured 
woman, who gives lovelorn advice to 
a young ‘un, but utterly ignores 
same when her own chap severs 
their association, didn’t come up io 
par for dramatizations usually en- 
countered on the Vallee hour. [t 
lacked the punch, deft climatic twist. 
and its conclusion was telegraphed 
far ahead—even to the studio audi- 








ence. Hilda Lawrence did the 
adaptation. 

Miss Bankhead was throatily in- 
tense, but fine in her-.part. As- the 
young girl of 19, Florida Frebus, in- 
genue from Broadway legit, did 4 
standard performance. 

Vallee was very gracious in his 
| intro of Miss Bankhead, Bert. 
PEGGY Woop 
| Dramatizations, Singing 
15 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
| Wed., Fri., 2:45 p.m., DST. 
WIJIZ-NBC, New York 

Actress-writer brings a wealth of 
background, showmanship and un- 
derstanding to radio. She's attempi- 
ing to unobtrusively amuse, upliit 
and cause afternoon hausfrau audi- 
ences to reflect on the sterner, more 


staple aspects of life. 

Miss Wood accomplishes her in- 
tention very deftly and in a human, 
| down-to-earth manner. She casu- 
ally sings the program on and off 


dramatizes with the help of subor- 
dinate players and the sound-effect 
manipulator, the household irks that 
beset a matron of any age. Each 
program presents a different worry, 
such as the baby, moving day, spring 
cleaning, etc. 

The-technique of the presentations 
helps, being sure-footed and well- 
paced. The effortless and jaunty 
humor aids in achieving the pro- 
gram’s purpose. It’s a heavyweight 
entry into the afternoon air field and 
should considerably enhance Miss 
Wood's radio rating. But the act- 
ing on the part of the unbilled sub- 
ordinates when caught Friday (18) 
fell considerably below the excellent 
trouping of the star. Bert. 








RAY SINATRA’S ORCHESTRA 
With Jane Froman, Soloist 
15 Mins. 
CYCLE TRADES OF AMERICA 
Thursday, 7:15 p. m., EDST 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
(Direct) 

In a program advocating the wider 
use of bicycles as not only a means 
| of pleasure and transportation but 
a health exercise, Ray Sinatra’s or- 
| chestra dishes out some smooth syn- 
copation, with ‘Ridin’ High,’ from 
the musical, ‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ as 
an appropriate signature’ theme. 
| Band goes in for clearcut rhythms 
with bells in full swing in the back- 
ground, a la Benny Goodman. Boys 
gave out ‘Slap That Bass!’, ‘I’m Bub- 
bling Over’ and a breezy three-tune 
medley medley as their specialty. 

Jane Froman was the songster on 


hears the King coaching Laertes. | the program caught, making one of 


Admitted that most listeners to this 
type of program know the story, 
anyway, there must be some who 





‘Come Back to Erin,’ but the man- | 
ner in which he put this familiar | < 
| is over. 
a rich baritone and he} 


chorus working nicely behind him. | 





listener attention and draws plenty | 
of mail, due to several features | 


Handled by a different announcer | Radio dispatches with a femme twist 
each morning, it’s a straight disc pro- | 
| Helen Leighton. 
broadcast correct | for stuff with female angle and ma- 


nounces the name and address of the | 





don’t and who are puzzled. From 


that, again sans explanation, into the 
| agonizing 


and long-winded finale 
scene with its mass murders and 
suicides, most of which comes over 
as a series of grunts, and the show 


Again Barrymore speeches a bit, 


| thanking everybody for everything. 


Next week, ‘King Richard III, 
There were a lot of good male 
voices in support and some not so 
good. But why pull them apart? 
It's Barrymore’s show (he plays the 
bart of the ghost as well as Hamlet | 
just to make sure he has enough to 
do), and Barrymore, as an actor is | 
fine—in someone else’s writing, or 
adapting, not his own. Kauf. 





HELEN LEIGHTON 

‘Women in the News’ 

15 Mins.—Local 

DOLLY MADISON ICE CREAM 


| Daily, 11.15 a. m. 
| WIP-Intercity Network, Philly. 


This is a daily airing of Trans- 


to them, presented by a gal-gabber. 
Report is culled | 


jority of stories used show good 


choice. 


However, difficulty can well be 
understood in getting enough mate- 
rial for daily quarter hour and some 
of dispatches Leighton gal spiels are 
pretty blah from any news angle. 
Very little of it turns out to be spot | 
stuff, most of ‘it very featury and 
often uninteresting. 

Solution might be to use more 
local stories. Miss Leighton’s deliv- 
ery is fairly straightforward and 
minus frills, which is satisfactory 
enough. Voice is clear and very un- 
derstandable, although not always | 
pleasing. 

Opening commercial sounds like it 
will never end. Middle plug also 
pretty heavy. Middle break bring- 
ing in male voice is welcome, how- 
ever, after female drone. Herb. 





her recently infrequent mike ap- 
pearances. Sang two numbers, 
‘Little Buckaroo’ and ‘Where Are 
You?’, with her customary finesse. 
| Weekly program is sponsored by 
the Cycle Trades of America to 
| boost bike sales, with the accent on 
the health-giving angle. Dr. W. W. 
Bauer, health authority, speaking 
from the convention of the Ameri- 
can Medical Ass’n. in Atlantic City, 
gave a brief talk to further the pro- 
gram’s purpose midway in the pro- 
ceedings. Rowl. 


| 





' 


‘ACROSS BREAKFAST TABLE’ 
With Margaret Heckle, Neat Kean 
Comedy Serial 
15 Mins. 
HOUSEHOLD FINANCE 
T-T-Sa.; 5:45 p. m. CDST 
WBBM, Chicago 
(B. B. D. & O.) 

Transferred from by 
Household Finance, this show has all 
the earmarks of Arthur Church sta- 
tion production and set-up. Situations 
are built so two scenes are neces- 
sary, giving space for a middle com- 
mercial; dialogue has KMBC stamp 


‘of naturalness achieved through at- 
| tention to detail, and production !s 


simple, as always with the Kansas 
City station’s acts. , 

Show should go net, having poss!- 
bilities for a big build-up from audi- 
ence appeal angle. While strictly 
light comedy, not even touching 
serious subjects, program, neverthe- 
less, carries an air of intimacy, one 


_of the most valuable qualities a dia- 


logue show can have. especially 
when catering to the mob who loves 
the human stuff. 

Smooth humor is the backbone. 
and no attempt is made to throw 1 
old saws or to make up new Bass. 


/which makes everything depend on 


characterizations. But they're both 
swell, so show rates in top bracket. 
and with a little exploitation can 
have a maximum of the potentia! 
audience riding with them. 
Spotted durine the hour when 
cluttered with kid turns. 


air 
is this 


adulter has an even better chance, 
but needs daily rather than three-a- 
week airing. 


Loop. 
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Convention Nixes Natl Radio Week; 





Favors Appointing Press Agent 


BEN BODEC 


Chicago, June 22. 

With the convention thus far sur- 
prisingly dull and dreary, the num- 
ber of resolutions up for considera- 
tion, pigeon-holing, panning or pas- 
sage lave been rather few and 
chiefly toothless. 

There is the customary abund- 
ance of anti-ASCAP proposals, chief 
of which the resolution to em- 
power the newly elected board of 
directors, on an order and direct 
resolution, to carry out negotiations 
with copyright owners directly and 
personally. A committee sat in on 
the idea of a measured-service plan 
today, but pigeon-holed the proposal 
until] tomorrow CWednesday) when 
the matter will be brought up for 
floor discussion, so that all N.A.B. 
delegates may have an opportunity 
to grind axes, pull in their oars and 
generally thrash out the resolution. 
Today the networks were opposed to 
it. with the proponents the indie sta- 
tions. 


By 


1S 


A resolution that was not only | 
the 


downed but 
one to have the 


laughed out was 


N.A.B. sponsor a 


National Radio Week. Proposal was | 


to have it lines of 


other 


primed along 
‘national’ weeks. 


The dele-| 





+ 


Just Old Cowhands 


Buffalo, June 22. 
Modern-minded moneyed ex- 
hibitor who operates ade luxe 
dairy farm as a hobby at Ham- 
burg, near here, recently in- 
stallei radios in the milking 
quarters as an incentive to the 
cows to deliver extra quartage. 
Crossleyed as to results, the ex- 
hib-dairyman reports: 


‘Our cows show preference 
for the sweet and soft string 
stuff. but our cowhands insist 





on skat and swing—or nothing. 


So what we make on the milk 
we lose on the hands. Next 
season, we're going in for ear- 


sets for the longhorns.’ 





‘ATH CONFAB- 
ASO 


'400 Delegates, 


Salesmen 








Plus 600 


Guys, but No Excitement 
—Petry’s Junior Org. 


| CALLAHAN COURTED 


BOB LANDRY 
Chicago, June 22. 
Election of N.A.B. officers for 
| Coming year, held this morning 
(Tuesday), inducted ‘into office: 
John Elmer, WCBM, Baltimore, 
president; John Gillin, Bla 
WOwWO, Omaha, first vice-presi- 


By 








N.A.B.- Variety 
Gee-Gee Cap 


gates treated it as though they con- | 


sidered such a suggestion too naive 
for broadcasting, 

The matter of increasing the dues 
for members of the Association was 


brought up, but it was decided there | 
is at present no financial need for | 


such a tilt. Arthur Church, KMBC, 
Kansas City, will, however, arbi- 
trate the matter. 

A resolution was swiftly passed 
condemning the Beller bill, recently 
introduced in Congress, which would 
authorize the Federal government to 
establish a radio station. 

For the first time in its history, 


the Association may have a press | 
agent (the delegates prefer to term | 


ii public relations counsel). Resolu- 


tion was 


one been proposed for the job. 


NAB. LIKES CHICAGO 
AS CONVENTION SITE 


Chicago, June 22. 

Discussion will come up on the 
floor of the N. A. B. convention to- 
morrow (Wed.) anent next year’s 
scene of confab. 

There is a strong movement afoot 
to return the show to Chi again. 
elso scene of last year’s pow-wow. 
It looks exceedingly likely that the 
convention will always be held here 
hereafter. Central location of the 
Windy City is held out as the chief 
reason for its proposed selection as 
& permanent convention site. 

Only other town making a sem- 
blance of a bid as a future host to 
N. A. B. is San Francisco, which 
would like to get the confab in 1939 
to buoy up its Golden Gate Exposi- 
tion. Arthur Linkletter, head of the 
Expo Radio Dept. is on hand here 
this week buttonholing leading N. A. 
broadcasters on giving Frisco the 
convention two years hence. 











Shampoo Renews 


‘Fun in Swing Time,’ sponsored by 
Admiracion Shampoo, has renewed 
for an additional 13 weeks. Finished 
tenth program last Sunday (20) on 
Mutua! network, emanating from 
WOR, N. Y. Sponsor holds 52-week 
option on time. 

Tim and Irene are featured on the 


Program. Roger White agency 
handles. 





Rambeau Joins WIP 


“ Chicago, June 22. 
William C. Rambeau last week re- 


ceived formal notice of his appoint- | 
ational sales rep for WIP, | 


ment as n 
Philadelphia. 
Contract came from Al Cormier, 


who, when he was wi . 
“Pointed ‘Ram with WOR, ap 


beau as rep for the 
€wark outlet. , 


of 


adopted to employ one.| 
Matter of the prospective p. a.’s pay | 
has not been discussed; nor has any- | 


Chicago, June 22. 

Thus far, and it’s Tuesday night, 
the convention of the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters has been 
somewhat dreary and decidedly dull. 
The delegates are more or less play- 
ing at being playboys, or have, least- 
wise, to date. This afternoon, con- 
| vention hangouts and quarters could 
have been sprinkled with a gatling 
gun without causing casualties. 

Most of the lads ’n’ lassies betook 
their badge-bearing selves out to 
Washington Park to. gander at the 
gee-gees galloping on the fifth race 
on the card—the 
Handicap. The sheet, and the muggs 
representing it on the scene here, 
plaved host, and the turnout had a 
good time—even those who returned 
with no more hoss-wisdom but slim- 
mer wallets. 

There was a cute little sentimental 
scene at the race’s conclusion when 
the Dictograph Company presented 
the rider and trainer of the tri- 
umphant hay-burner with gifts be- 
fore the usual cameraplates and ad- 


miring (i.e., those who won) on- 
lookers. 
Everybody seemed to get some- 


thing but the four-legger who did 
the work. Someone did wave an old 
copy of Variety under his mouth, 


Oats. 


Tonight the battle of the bruising 
heavyweights at Comiskey Park is 
claiming the full focus of just about 
all the delegates. It is likely the 
windup tomorrow (Wed.) will find 
‘em more in the spirit of work. 

With several other conventions in 
Chi as well as the fight crowd, there 
was much difficulty getting rooms. 
There are fewer delegates on hand 
than last year, but more wives than 
ever before have been brought 
along. Which either bespeaks pros- 
perity in radio or luxurious per- 
sistency. ; 





CANTOR PUTTERMAN 
MAY GO COMMERSH 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| tioned Cantor David Putterman, who 


|for the past several months has been 
singing over the radio under the 
alias of ‘Alan Roberts.’ Currently 





| the Cantor is on a sustaining spot on 

| WMCA, N. Y. 

| The agency gave the trial for a 
fall network program for Woodbury. 

} 





Hollywood, June 22. 
Condor has set Don Wilson, radio 
j} announcer, as narrator on 12 outdoor 
| sports shorts. 


RKO will release. 


For the Mob 


N.A.B.-VARIETY | 


but the hoss shied. Seems he prefers | 


Lennen & Mitchell agency audi- | 


dent; William J. Scripts, WWJ, 

Detroit, second vice-president. 
| 
Fifteenth, and by unanimous 
| Opinion the dullest, National Associ- 
| ation of Broadcasters’ Convention, 
| looks set to chalk up no hits, no runs 
| om no errors. 

Harmony slate is trying to get an 
}even balance between the various 
types of stations and viewpoints. The 
election of officers set the pace the 
first and second days, and there’s 
not an issue of explosive possibilities 
jin sight. 
| About 400 delegates and 600 people 
| with things to sell or contacts to 
make, are in attendance. Hotels are 
| jammed with other conventions and 
| great crowds of Braddock and Louis 
fight addicts, the championship bat- 
tle, looking like the only possible 
|}excitement in the present gathering. 

Callahan a Fave 

Everybody’s sweetheart at the 
convention was Vince Callahan, 
/'newly appointed manager of WWL, 
|New Orleans. Sales reps swarmed 
|around, hoping to get the appoint- 
iment to the largest potential plum 
jin sight, although other switching 
|of affiliation was possible. 
| Convention attendance, while 
| large, was notable for many omis- 
|sions. Young & Rubicam agency 
|sent no observer for the first time 
|in years. 
| Edward Petry establishing a 
junior organization next January to 
handle small matters. That is a rad- 
ical change for Petrie, who hereto- 
fore had high-powered the  big- 
market stations. Eric. Palmer, de- 
scribed as a New York press agent, 
is buzzing around the convention 
trying to whoop up interest in the 
appointment of a Will Hays for ra- 
dio. There is little interest, how- 
ever. Palmer is rumored the front 
man for a present member of the 
FCC, who yens the ‘czar’ scepter. 


is 





| 


Philadelphia, June 22. 

Ike Levy, who provided NAB con- 
vention last year with plenty of ac- 
tion by stomping out after a con- 
troversy over the copyright situa- 
tion, gave the gabbers more to talk 
about yesterday. 

The vice-prez of WCAU, Philly, 
last weekend sent a four-page letter 
to the manager of every outlet in the 
country telling them to be on guard 
at NAB gabfest against attempts to 
sub a per-use basis of paying for 
copyright privilege for present blan- 
ket ASCAP licenses. 

Reaction to the letter was mixed. 
Some managers agreed with Levy’s 
thesis that the basis wasn’t 


per-use 

forte, while others felt that Levy 
was only attempting to upset an 
otherwise harmonious meet. They 


didn’t believe that there was any use 
in bringing the ASCAP question up 
at all at this time. 

Levy said the proponents of the 
‘per-use’ plan have no idea of what 
it would involve and he intended to 
tell them before it was foisted off on 
them. 

‘Per-use’ method, he wrote in the 
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John Elmer, 100-Watter Candidate, 





‘Variety's’ N.A.B. Daily 


Chicago, June 22. 
VARIETY is publishing a daily 
paper at the N.A.B. convention 


First issue yesterday (Mon- 
day) comprised 20 pages. To- 
day's sheet ran to 12 pages 


Wednesday's issue will be eight 
pages. . 











Avery Heads 
First Session 


Chicago, June 22. 

Under the chairmanship 
Avery, of WGR and WKBW, Buffalo, 
the sales managers division 
N.A.B. held its first afternoon meet- 
ing yesterday (Monday), at which 
time general problems of station 
time selling were discussed. A semi- 
debate on merchandising took place, 
with Royal Penny, of WPTF, Ashe- 
ville, taking the negative side, and 
Charles Phillips, of WFBL, Syra- 
cuse, upholding the use of merchan- 
dising. ; 

H. Coy Glidden discussed markets 
and market surveys; Lloyd Venaid, 
of WCKY, 
gave a presentation on sales promo- 
tion. 


Today (Tuesday), the divisional 
meeting will take up the various 
problems relating to local sales. 


Mort Watters, of WCHS, will take 
over the gavel for this discussion. 


Looking Forward 


Detroit, June 22. 

Experiment for television will be 
made next fall when ‘Old Opry 
House’ program over WMBC returns 
after summer layoff in form of stage 
production, no actor carrying a 
script. 

Will be given in Radio Little The- 
atre in station’s building, under 
theatre’s sponsorship. 

Merrill Lea, singer, is back at 
WMCA, N. Y., to begin a new series 
of broadcasts after singing with sev- 
eral bands. 





Ike (Bombshell) Levy Tosses One 


More on Eve of NAB Convention 


letter, ‘inescapabiy means each sta- 
tion must keep a file of every cora- 
position it performs and that this 
listing must show composer, author 
and copyright owner. Not the copy- 
right owner as may be indicated on 
some old printed copy of the music, 
but the actual legal copyright owner 
as on the date that the composition 
is performed. Before a station can 
make this record it must have in- 
dexes, kept accurately up to date, 
that will show definitely present 
legal copyright owner. For the aver- 
age station, the cost of maintaining 
the index, making accurate records 
of compositions performed and post- 
ing royalty credits, would, in clerical 
hire, cost more than present average 
license fees.’ 

The tome further stated, ‘I per- 
sonally know that it is ASCAP’s in- 
tention, if when, by one means or 
another, a per-use method is 
crammed down the _ broadcasters’ 
throats, to afford each of their indi- 
vidual members an opportunity to 
fix his individual price on each of 
his works, Is there a man who can- 

(Continued on page 60) 


+ 





| the ASCAP matter. 
; ment 


Of Sales Mgrs. 


of the | 


| Sts ? 
eR ae tand. 


NLLEST New NAB Prexy After a Struggle 


Chicago, June 22. 
At the election this morning 
(Tuesday) of the coming year’s of- 
ficers of the National Association of 
Broadcasters the big tussle, as usual, 
was over the polling into office of 
the president. John Elmer finally 


won out, 

At the start of the convention Ed 
Craney, KDIR, Butte, Montana, was 
running high in popularity for the 
the chief exec post. As late as last 
night the Craney stock was soaring, 
then began to slump when the con- 


servatives withdrew their support 
because of Craney’s activity as an 
arch, anti-ASCAP foe. What the 


delegates demonstrated they wanted 
was a man who ‘wouldn't antagonize 
With that senti- 
becoming general the John 
Elmer adherents rallied, and at the 
voting scored a sweeping and con- 
vineing 147-52 victory. 

It seemed quite obvious 
Craney lost caste with the 
because of his unrelenting ASCAP 

Elmer, on the other hand, 
being president of a 100-watt station, 


that 
voters 


|had the round support of the 100- 
watt N.A.B. members. Long before 
| the election these small boys were 


|rallying support for their candidate. 
| It is the first time that a 100-watter 


! 
jhas ever 


been prexy of the Assvu- 


| ciation. 


Cincinnati-Covington, | 


| ington 








| gram, 





| 
' 
j 


| 








All those nominated for the board 
of directors were unanimously sent 
into office. It is quite obvious that 
the N.A.B., to pacify and placate all 
members, lined’ up and elected a 
very general and_ representative 
group of boardmen. NBC is repped 
by Frank Russell. From CBS’ Wash- 
office there is Harry D. 
Butcher. From the West there is 
Herbert Hollinger, KANS, Wichita; 
from the East, Theodore S. Streibert, 
v.p. of WOR, Newark. These are 
the prominent boardmen, 

Charles W. Myers, KOIN, Port- 
land, Ore., outgoing prez of the As- 
sociation, has been automatically ap- 
pointed to the board on his depar- 
ture from office. This is a new pro- 
cedure put into practice this year. 





No-Like Arrangement, 
Kay Thompsen Singers 
Scram RCA Program 





Kay Thompson and her ‘Rhythm 
Singers’ stomped off the RCA ‘Magic 
Key’ (NBC-blue) program Sunday 
(20) at the pre-broadcast rehearsal 
an hour before the show hit the 
ozone, 

Walkout came as result of a dis- 
agreement Miss Thempson had with 
Frank Black, orch leader on pro- 
over an arrangement of one 
of the three songs she was skedded 
to sing. 

The Southernaires, harmony group, 
happened to be in the NBC quarters 
at the time. Warblers were hastily 


| rehearsed and subbed. 





KHJ Frames Two New 


Tune Shows for Mutual 


Los Angeles, June 22. 

KHJ feeds two new shows to the 
Mutual network on Saturday nights. 
First to hit the lanes is a half-hour 
musical with Frederick Stark’s or- 
chestra. 

David Broekman batons a half- 
hour comedy show, with Hal Berger 
dishing up the laughs. 





Wynn’s Tax Appeal 


Washington, June 22. 

Tax squabbles between Ed Wynn 
and the Internal Revenue Bureau 
were carried before the U. S. Board 
of Tax appeals last week by the 
radio and stage comedian. 

Fire Chief asked the Board to re- 
determine his 1934 tax liability and 
pass on government claims that pay- 
ments of Airwynn, Inc., and Wynn 
Commercial Enterprises, Inc., were 
short by $183,168. 
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N.A.B. Convention Chatter 





Chicago, June 22. 

For the first time in five years, 
Young & Rubicam have no looker- 
inner from its radio department at 
the convention. Jack Latham shied 
from trip because he recently ac- 


quired a yawl, while Hubbel Robin- | 
son, recently back from a European | 
vacation, had much to catch up on | 


in New York office. 

Lobby comment on the absence 
of Scott Howe Bowen unearthed 
info he is in semi-retirement in 


necktie, but couldn’t jack up enough 
courage to give it a whirl around 
convention. 

Ed Craney, KGIR, Butte, Mon- 
ltana. tries to boost home industry 
| by juggling silver dollars at the 
| least provocation. 
| Joe Maland, WHO, Des Moines, 
summed up lengthy exchange 
letters with Reggie Scheubel by 
\taking Milton Biow, time buyer, to 
lunch Monday (21). 


sales manager, gave impression he 
had come all way to Chicago to see 
local niteries in action. 

Glen Snyder, WLS, Chicago, ac- 
complished his good deed for the 
day by proposing Gene Dyer, of 
WGES, local smallie, for director on 
official nominee slate. 

Arthur Church, KMBC, Kansas 
City, turned contestant for the title 
of best dressed man at convention 
by adding a fancy set of rims to 
his bifocals. 





Berle as Guest 
Milton Berle has been set to guest 





Utica. where he holds an interest in As 2 promotional gag, Standard /|on_ the American Can program 
WBIX 2adio Library Service had a girl in | (Tuesdays, NBC-blue) for’ Ben 

Johnnie Gillin, WOW, Omaha, had | tights passing out tollypops. ™ oe ~~“ - ‘ booked 
himself measured for a vermillion Harry Anderson, NBC Pacific 3ernie’s brother, Herman, booked. 











MUSIC CORPORATION 
OF AMERICA 





Ricvarn 
HIMBER 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


HIT 


New York 


745 Fifth Ave. 
Chicago 


M.C.A, Bidg. 


LUCKY STRIKE 
“YOUR 


Starting August lith and 
Every Wednesday Thereafter 
at 10 P. M. via NBC...WEAF 


Exclusive Management 


MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


LUCKY 
STRIKE 


"IT'S TOASTED 








ON THE 


PARADE”’ 


Los Angeles Dallas 
Oviatt Bidg. Tower Petroleum Bidg. 
Cleveland London 


Union Trust Bldg. 16 Old Bond St. 








WMCA, New York. 


RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas 








Outstanding Stunts 


SALESMAN’S TALENT FOLIO. 











Overcoming Salesman’s Aversion 
New York City. 
Station 





| own 
| 
| keep 


salesmen traditionally 


| scorn to carry about bulky presenta- 


tions, files, briefcases, ete. Yet 
tions which actively produce 
programs naturally want to 
the ‘front line trench boys’ 
pepped up and informed as to what's 


-+ 
Ssta- 


their 


|for sale on the station 


Al Rose at WMCA, New York, has 
i cleverly worked this out by a small 
| spirally-bound pocket notebook 


which is indexed and contains all of 
the essential data on every pi 
available Show's nature, 
and usually the actual of the 
talent is given concisely for the con- 
venience of the sellers and their 
prospective customers. 

Fitting into the inside coat pocket 
and requiring no briefcase, the folio 
has solved the problem neatly. 


gram 
history 


cost 





Safety First 
Memphis 
WNBR is promoting itself with a 
daily quarter-hour - remote from 
Memphis’ municipal auto testing sta- 
tion, where all motors must be 
checked for safety thrice yearly 
Paul Hodges interviews car own- 
ers as they await their inspection 
turns. The safety angle is played 
up. Esso dealers here bankroll the 
programs. 


New Type Vox Pop 
Duluth. 

WEBC is operating a somewhat 
novel vox popper, spotting a mike- 
man with an open instrument in 
publicity dept. of Duluth Chamber 
of Commerce to induce registering 
tourists up to the mike. 

Visitors are queried about their 
visit to the Arrowhead country, and, 
during the broadcasts, info regard- 
ing resort accommodations, road 
conditions and fishing possibilities is 
passed out. Resort and travel eds 
on local rags have been tabbed for 
guest-shots on program. 
C. is sponsoring. 





All-Convict Show 
Oklahoma City. 
| WKY staged a broadcast from 
state pen here June 12 with an all- 
convict cast. Show scored so well. 
another one has been set for next 
month from within the walls. 
WKY’s production manager, Allen 


Clark, staged the program before 
audience of inmates. Prison band 


' show, 
course of which two white 


opened and closed 


swing 


;|drummer, who contrived h 
|}ments from the prison 
}rounded out the specialists. 


| 


—————=» 
bs & oe 
blow-jug band. Some solos, a N 

bepenel quartet and a whistling 


his instru. 
junk pile, 


Telling Motorists 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

Keller Motor Co. of. Oneida igs 

sponsoring over WSYR three supper. 


(hour programs weekly, titled ‘Sea 
America First,’ with Al Parker giy. 
ing last-minute bulletins of highy ly 
conditions in New York and neish. 
boring states; telling of scenic a é 
‘st points and delving into histo) eal 
background of various trai and 
auto routes. Automotive officials 
ynd travelers are used a fuests 
Feature has built up an audience 


among driver-listeners, 

Wet ’Cast 

Charlotte, N. C 

WSOC took its mobile unit trans. 
mitter out to a swimming pool near 
Charlotte and presented a program 
from the bottom of the pool, by means 
of a diver’s helmet that was rigged 
up for the occasion. Paul Norris de. 
livered the underwater part of the 


| program, aided by Dewey Drum. 
who worked on the bank with a4 
second mike. 

Bearding the Kiwanis 


Macon, Ga. 
The Roving Reporter of WMAZ 
put the Macon Kiwanis Club on the 
air last week, with microphone tray- 
eling from table to table catching 
members on questions about their 
own products. Stunt was arranged 
by E. K. Cargill, Kiwanis member 
and president of local radio station. 

Ups and Downs 

Pittsburgh. 
Stunt broadcast pulled by Phila. 
delphia Company for its weekly 
Pittsburgh Varieties program on 


| KDKA last week came in for plenty 


of comment. It was an on-the-spot 
broadcast of a ride in a roller-coaster 
at Kennywood Park replete with all 


|of the sound effects of the crowd 
;noises and screams at hitting the 


The C. of | 


chutes. Announcer Sammy Fuller 
and Adelaide Lasner, of the station’s 
artists’ staff, did the sending, describ- 
ing their reactions through a pack 


set Fuller carried with him. 


during |} 


NBC on Fights 
New York 

NBC’s promotion department last 
week put out a pictorial brochure 
touting the fact that this network 
has broadcast every heavyweight 
championship bout and every major 
heavyweight event since Jack Demp- 
sey knocked out Georges Carpentier 
in 1921. The folder also made much 
of NBC’s exclusive air handling of 
the Braddock-Louis encounter in 


crews saw action as well as a colored | Chicago last night (Tuesday). 





WTIC 


CHICAGO 








It took a full week of research 
work on the part of the Koss 
Federal Research Bureau to dis- 
cover this important clue to the 
WTIC market—a clue which is 
of vital significance to acdver- 
tisers who want to thoroughly 


cover the rich Southern New 
England area. 

Between February 28th and 
March 6th, thousands of tele- 
phone calls were made to 4la- 


lyze the listening habits of the 
people of this market. Here 
are the results: 
60.72% were tuned to WTIC 
24.37% were taned to the next 
most popular station. 
were tuned to the third 
most popular station. 
2.28% were tuned to the fourth 
most popular station. 


6.51% 


6.09% were tuned to all other 
stations. 

100.00% Total Calls. 
WTIC not only blankets Con- 
necticut, but also large section’ 
of western Massachusetts an 
eastern New York, as well 49 
New Hampshire and Vermont. 


In WTIC’s primary coverage 
area is a rich audience of 1,73/,- 
810, and in its secondary cover- 
age area there fis an additional 
1,660,626, making a total poter- 
tial audience of 3,398,436. 


Write today for the brochure containing full facts on the Ross Federal Survey 


50,000 Watts 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


The Travelers Broadcasting Service Corp. 
Member NBC Ked Network and 
Yankee Network 


PAUL W. MORENCY, General Manager—JAMES F, CLANCY, Business Manaser 


NATIONAL BREPRESENTATIVES—WEED AND CO. 
DETROIT 


NEW YORK 
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New Transradio Subsid Will Bring “seater Roger White Plans Using All Stars 


Columbus. June 22. 


~ | .  Newsreels Technique Into Radio ssi: 2°"" ss" ~ Jt Pioneered en Air in 69-Minute 


g | i" station thus gets a two months’ jump 


| iv : , ; | on WHK-WJAY, Cleveland, sched- ] bd bd 
ile, : . Transradio News Service has al- e uled to join- Mutual in September Hf ° A La Husin . i | Et 
jied itself with a newly created or- | Deutsch Quits CBS under agreement making United 7 . W, iCil, 9, pl a hy, 4 
= + ” 


ona i ie P A ON 








on which proposes to do for | Broadcasting Co. an active member 





ganizati 








proadcasting a job similar to the one E of the chain. — icons 
8 that the newsreels have done for the ‘mory Deutsch has left Columbia WHKC is now taking two Mutua! 5 k f , 

3 is rj : a mn , , f net rk ‘Oger: 1 

I$ picture theatres. This outfit will be | Artists, and is also now off the CBS commercials, Ted Weems’ show an Radio Rooster I me I sha ca it feces 
er- ss : SW Oe i ‘ : - —- es ~~ a -roducts «to yallvhoo its several 
Sea known as Intercontinenta!-Trans- | sustaining musical programs over Willys-Overland airing of Kav Kvyse; , 1] ‘ ae ‘ 
ee “ad News Features, Inc., with the orchestra. bott » Syna: é . yrands all within 60 minutes Is 
siV- radio Né ’ ’ ; which he swished the stick. Deutsch pear icahtaleballiet shite et I tat a e making for this fall The ¢ 
vay affiliation making a major item in a Baltimore, June 22 , : . 

V will freelance niture — sida in tin that ha : d al ‘ ’ 
sh. an extensive expansion campaign il freelance in futur SOLVES n" WFBR ounding out its pro ! “ oe R : Ww) t 
ler- which TNS has mapped out for itself to present plan | | ! . ons : ing aa 
: a. hk aT Yt A) - build up ‘rural listener follov V considering bringing back 
cal Herbert Moore lransradio prez, fig- Columbia Artists has gned Leon l F A . } e { ta t h | nee 
n J oo +} . ’ PO y mn | t } T | 4 . ‘ po bell - as POTS : 
and ures to spend $1,000,000 on this ex- | Goldman, vet first-fiddler of . radio eeny | aE. 5, Seve ee, ee eae f tl ) KI 
iale , . , on ft a fo. } } ou \ l 
— pan on campaign within the comin: orchs to replace the deparied ba- ‘4 : ae ne iia ) es - 
. - \ Va Vl Luin ~ prt { 
nce y tone Goldman tak¢ ver ¢ duct- ly i lled by Ra Powe ) . f } . " 
ice ’ ; - (as . ' i Ci€ Ol ( ( st 

’ Intercontinental outfit Will Ux ng of Mellow Moment Poetic rs ( fT ¥ mene A If pro} t roe tn ig! ‘ 

headed by Mark Hawley, newscaste Strir ’ ‘Waltzes of the World , : ! b Au ‘ . Project 06 eUU agency 

on WOR. Newark, for the past three | ‘Orientale.’. CBS sustainers o} " farm news vea e. . il I d Allen, Nin Mii n 
| years, and Ray Lyon, recording en- | Deutsch directed ports and time flashes K Pe | ge # ssil en 

ing, Pegg yr Si ssib 
ins- ‘gineer and inventor. who has de- — - NBC has loaded up its symouohonic er . . 5 talny: “Will wake: "R S Foe 
ns ie “ aoe : I Spt y, ! sdborn, 1ay OMatra, 
ear veloped new wrinkles in sound schedule this summer with pickups 


. ‘eth! ) . . as well as some other bands, all of 
ram transcription as applied to radio. It Ph | WCAU A from seven sections of the country CHI UNION RULES FORCE . . 
sry je their intention to record public { y 2U~ nneuncers It n* whom are classified as © having 


is alse « Tal madeac ; , "AN- y 
ged » Se to broadcast the con debuted on the air under the White 


and s ws events as they happen erts fr R = > 9 
Bese ot news ven Reach Labor A certs from Rebin Hood Del Phils. SHOW TQ DISK IN N.Y, <umtesiom, fred Allen, whois 
the in various parts of the country and eac a or greement delphia, the Edwin Frank Goldman S ° e mate Z tee . we, WM 


credited with having expressed pref- 











incorporate these items in special ceries ‘a 9] Park , ; 
um. to ir 0 E - I weer eries from Central Park, N. Y., the . erence for a 30-minute broadcast for 
h 4 news feature programs. he record- “ae = Coolidge concerts bv the Boston fe) 13 on . 
ei lent - : Philadelphia. June 22 ton Chicago. Jur 99 fa vould have a 25 to 30-minute 
ings of corresponaents will ec Tf A ; Symphony in Lne Berk hires the ee . ' sai + ; ; ] 
: : : Key , er Petes A creement betwee: Doc Leon ‘ ; PAST tt) . ; n n the program if pli carry 
layed to the centra office in New i awry ne ial WCAU Cincinnati Zoo ries. the symphonic t ol Neighbor Jim ) ! f +} : 
y ’ le wv» rez ) é , and an- . . , , rough 
* York .by either telephone wires o1 z 7 ae ead a oa A n grouv from the campus of the Uni- ‘© New York over the weekend to Nino Martini: and Jdne Froman 
- nort-wave facilities. 3 afe Mee ae eee BveE= reity nee a 7 wt: make addit P ‘ecordinge < la NID VL i al Jana la 
AZ. st ' aes dav (Monday). It gives spielers versity of California and concerts n f 2rdditional rec yraings of the are considered fo. the classical 
the , Transradio will not only act as “ele eos 40. lie i Lac “| from the Fort Worth and Cleveland Show, sponsored by Montgomery- music division. Ted Husing would 
il a ; a. | five-day, -} - week — starting| , ; , : si VIS . ’ Ing ui 
rav- editorial consultant for the Hawley- |. t |] Ay : age? pio Expositions. Another will be the Ward. handle the t lenart . 
< ogg , do the selling and | 5e¢Pt- 1. Announcement that panel-| «. . ee handle he sports department, for 
hing Lyon setup, but do 1e selling and ns Salzburg Festival Using New York ‘ ’ > 
. nl . ment af men would go on that basis Sept. 1 ; ai ; ae Sing INCW ol musicians, since; strictly men’s articles. Snitalny, who 
their distributing of the recorded features. : ‘ S515 OSPt. Columbia's classical topliner for -the C} an’ : } { Aas 
nged Intercontinental proposes to mer- was made two weeks ago. as assicé I the Chi union’s ruling places too) has been’on programs produced by 
nber : 7 . the summer will be the concerts many restrictions on -the platters to| Roger White before ould b sed 
: handise the project as a newsreel Wages or other working c lit ; } : ' ; : gue ss mace ementr nba 4 Paste 
. chandise proje as a e€ I i V King conditions from the Lewissohn Stadium, City he . ‘ ‘ { : , ] 
a f the air and. produce a show a day. | Were not discussed at the ec k . . é spaced ns uit the sponsor. Basil Loughrane,| to stress. the femme angle with his 
of the all -_ rocuce a snoW A day. ‘ Pewee, s le conta fe College of New York. In previous radio production head of Lord & | girl. band. Peggy Santry would in- 
As holding company for the venture, | Levy denied the move was result of | years this series -has bee tl T _* . 
Hawley d Lvon have organized the | threatened unionizatio . : Ss § : as een on tne | Thomras agency,:> accompanied the terview society women. 
sh. awley hy ay On lave organized the ; 2ation. sustaining schedules of either NBC troupe east for the plattering Entire plan is contingent on the 
hila- Audio-Video Corp., with the former Sn era neneaae or WOR. Newark.: What has chilled " numbe f bi ar . that b 
ma et : * z . ; . =} Ss chillea inber of big names that can be 
kly as pre: dent, and Lyon as Vv p. and) Smith Back With Vicks these two originators on the CCNY Suaranteed the sponsors but it is 
On chief. technician. They expect to events is the difficulty frequently Rol] dM ini i lers hat Corn Pro ts , 
wane ee gee et ee Hollywood, June 22, | ¢vents is the difficulty frequently | Rolan artini Knighted derstood that Corn Products leans 
‘spot 7 ; Jew Vicks show w rare . en Ww comes 0 Droad- sah towards the idea of incorporating its 
ae the market by the ‘end of August. sot pen show with Jeanette (Casting of guest: singers and musical Roland Martini was last week full line of products v4, one Na s@ 
h all Other expansion plans of Trans- re onald, ‘inky from the Coast | scores which are not included in the | Voted a vice-president by the board program such as this. Bie 
: ¢ j ; , , , ‘ . , “a0 ; Sle g se > rr J] ave | . ‘ , -s " : 2 
‘owd radio involve greater coverage in wianieces Fr ha gent fv general run of license agreements. | 0f directors of the Gardner Adver- “ 
‘ «3 ; 7 ‘ _ ymas -eebdbairn-S j ¢ the ‘He = TS ~ . ° soe ae 
the Europe and facrimile. W. G. Quisen- 4 eo a “ rn-Smith at the pro- | Singers have objected to having their | tising Co. Martini has been in B *C tal 
we TNE vy , w= uction controls. tharge of 1 : wa rs 
uller berry, TNS v.p., tied up with several eile , , interludes aired because of the nom- | Charge of the agency's radio depart- arrett's ommercia 
= leading European news gathering, Smith wrote, announced and prwo- inal salaries they accept for these | ment for the past five years, Sheila Barrett goes commercial 
crib- Isr , “‘Saniza- ‘e ; ‘oor: ee eee : : x tia) . 
we -cmggeeler news 3 organiza a the Nelson Eddy program for | dates, while the copyright owners of Among the shows that he has | for Gruen Watch beginning Sept. 26. 
2 , > se . . >. ——- : le 
a a cause the continent the same account. _Josef Pasternack some of the scores demand as high | written and produced are the Tom | Show will ether Sunday nights from 
gy Aa int ransradio Fac- | is also a holdover in the music spot. |as $750 for the single performing | Mix Adventures (NBC), the Rykrisp | 5.30 to 6.00 over the NBC-Blue, 
simile, Inc., it is planned to develop ee ee }right. Network or station’s only al- | (Roulston Co.) series, with Marion | originating a Z aw Yo 
technique for transmitti ; : F y Coch has j : % y oars on 
rk 4 q ; hs smitting spot news | pagar ocnran as joined contin- | ternative is to pass up that even-/| Talley (NBC), and Pet Milk’s Sat- Runs in 26-week innings, with op- 
last and news photos via radio images. uity staff at WBNS, Columbus. |} ing’s pickup. |urday Night Serenade’ (CBS). tions. McCann-Erickson agented 
hure ~ ‘ 
a 
work 
eight 
najyor 
emp- 
ntier 
much : 
ig of 
r in 
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CBS Bid for Stock Exchange Listi 
Bares Officers Holdings, Profits 








- 


Washington, June 23. been subject of trade gossip and 


: ri Td “Os . seiplat 
Broadcasting System, | W idespread speculation, 


Columbia 
carrying out long-deferred plan to} Gross, Profits Up 
Jump of more than $9,000,000 in 


have its stock listed for trading, de 
Py gross operating receipts and $1,700,000 


ska 4 » it} . }¢ . 
asked the Securities and Exchange in velvet over the past three fiscal 








Commission Friday (18) to alloW|/ years was one of the salient features 
registration of more than $4,250,000 | of the accompanying exhibits, Web 
worth of securities on the New York revealed its over-all income from 
Stock Exchange. | time sales, talent, etc., climbed from 

tevealing sharp rises in both gross | $14,976,848 in 1934 to $18,041,516 in 
and net income during past three| 1935 and $24,015,217 in 1936, Net 
years, chain applied for government| income followed suit, moving from 


$2,054,980 $3,058,681 to $3,739,120. 
Discount figures for the same periods 
were $4,318,438, $5,371,393, and $7,- 
238,584. 

The biggest 
vealed to be 


consent for exchange transactions In to 
961.446 of the Class A and 758,924 
of the Class B ducats, each having 
$2.50 par value. Technical worth 
of the issues, a fraction of the total 
authorized capitalization of 3,000,000 


stock owners were re- 
William S. Paley, prez 


shares representing $7,500,000, is|and the Levy Brothers of Philadel- 
$4,340,925. |phia. Paley is the only one who 

Document filed with the S. E. C.| has more than 10% of any class of 
covers not only all of the outstand- | CBS paper, however. His holdings 
ing stock, but also 12,420 A shares! include 188,044 B. shares, which are 
still unissued but held in reserve| 39.6% of the total authorized issue, 
for sale to officers and employees|and 49.6% of the outstanding tickets 
under options hitched to bonus|He also was revealed to have full 
agreements. No hint was. given| control of small holdings of Samuel 
whether the web contemplated put-} Paley and Jacob Paley. 


of its 
market. 


more 
the 


ting 


authorized paper | The beneficial and record holdings 
on 


|of Paley and the Levy duo were as 
Company financial secrets came to| follows: 

light when the registration was pub-| Paley: 10,265 A and 188,044 B di- 

lished by the Commish. ‘By this| rectly, 54,870 A and 171,798 B bene- 

step, CBS teok the lid off insiders’ | ficially. 

investments, salaries, and many rout- Isaac D. Levy: 39,738 A and 16,428 

ine details which previously had | (Continued on page 68) 
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Socko... 


Only 156 days since trans- 
mitter peeped but KGLO 
is a boxoffice socko for ad- 
vertisers — June first rate 
upping brought 23 year con- 
tracts from contented time 
huyers—Now, CBS affiliation 
beginning June 27 and F. C. C. 
grant of juice jump bring a 
melon cutting for the folks 
using this fast growing 
smallie—For an earful of why you 


should buy KGLO contact—Weed 
and Company or write F. C. Eighmey, 
Manager KGLO, Mason City, lowa. 








Choir on Bicycles 


Pittsburgh, June 22. 

Station KDKA’s_ choralists 
under direction of Aneurin 
Bodycombe being featured at 
the three-day International 
Kiwanis Convention in Indian- 
apolis which winds up tomor- 
row (23). Sixteen in group and 
they were sent under auspices 
of Pittsburgh Kiwanis Club to 
help swing 1939 convention for 
this city. 

Delegates attending the an- 
nual closing banquet in eight 
different hotels tonight (22) 
will all hear the KDKA choir, 
arrangements having been 
made to shuttle the ensemble to 
every spot, 


NBC-CBS Sports 
War Will Have 


Tilden vs. Tunis 














NBC is underwriting the expenses 
of John R. Tunis, writer and tennis 
aut, ity, for a trip to England to 
broadcast description of the Wimble- 
don tournament. Tunis will air only 


during the final five days of the 
tourney, which runs from June 21l- 
July 3. 


CBS is retaliating in the webs’ cur- 
rently raging war over sports cover- 


jage, by having Big Bill Tilden do 


the same chore for Columbia from 
the Wimbledon gallery. Vet tennist 
will short-wave over to America a 
daily 15-min. summary of each day’s 
play up to semi-final round. Last two 


|days Tilden will describe the windup 


matches service-by-service. Columbia 
is taking care of Tilden’s expenses to 
the tournament also. 





WB Testing Pat Ryan 


Patricia Ryan, contralto, under 
| contract to NBC Artists Service, will 


| be screen ‘tested by Warners on 
July 15. 
| Warbler is a member of the 


‘Rhythm Rascals,’ mixed quartet of 
harmonizers airing regularly over 
the NBC-blue three a.m.’s weekly. 





Refrigeration and Air Conditioning 
| Training Corp. on WOR, with Bill 
Bailey’s orch, weekly (Tuesday 
jnights) on quarter-hour program. 
| National Classified agency, Youngs- 
| town, placed. 


sean 


——= 


Inside Stufl—Radio 





Rumors that a fourth Federal Communications Commissioner might be 
moved to a new post in the forecasted purge circulated in Washington 
last week. Paul C. Walker, chairman of the telephone division and qj. 


| rector of the probe into affairs of the Bell System, was described as likely 


to land on the Interstate Commerce Commission. Previously the capital 
had heard gossip that shifts of Chairman Anning S. Prall, Thad H. Brown 
and George Henry Payne to other Federal agencies are being pondered 
at the White House. 

Concurrently, there was renewed speculation that Hampson Gary, chief 
counsel, may land the commissionership vacated by Vice Chairman Irvin 
Stewart. Other strong contenders—Congressman Lanham of Texas. 


Congressman Driscoll of Pennsylvania, and Chief Engineer T, A. M 
Craven—were reported out of the picture. Gary was one of the original 
F. C. C. members, getting a one-year appointment which he vacated when 
Prall becante eligible for service. 

William Esty agency is scouting around for a man who can tour the 
country and line up local live shows for submission to accounts on the 


office list, which are, or might be, interested in spot broadcasting. Severa] 
candidates have already been interviewed. The job, 
under the supervision of Savington Crampton. 


when set, will come 
Traveling agency scout has been a common thing in spot broadcasting 
for several years. Among the agencies that make a practice of getting 
them out into the field to listen in on promising local programs are B, B, 
& O., Young & Rubicam, N. W. Ayer, Ruthrauff & Ryan, McCann- 
Erickson and J. Stirling Getchell. 





Earl Harper achieved a radio announcer’s dream of copping outside 
coin last week, when he was told that he was first prize winner in the 


Steine Beer Co. essay contest and award of double passage to California 
and Award was announced last (Tues.) night at 7:30 o’clock 
WEAF, N. Y. and National Broadcasting network. Harper, sports com. 
mentator on WNEW, N. Y., and chief announcer of Newark (Int'l League) 
baseball games sponsored on that station by General Mills, said that the 
beer company officials were as surprised as he was that he copped first 
award. He signed his name ‘E. R. Harper’ and gave his home address. 
He will have to wait until fall to take advantage of his prize because of 
the baseball stint. 


return. 


Over 


Columbia is paying top sustaining coin to players picked for the net’s 
Shakespearean cycle from the Coast. Understood that lead characters 
will draw half of what their price tag reads for commercials. Bill Lewis, 
CBS program director, who is in Hollywood lining up the casts for the 
eight-week fling of the bard’s play, said that the weekly payroll would 
be around $7,000, which is tops for an unsponsored collection of pro- 
grams. Lionel Barrymore was pencilled for ‘King Lear,’ but he turned 
it down saying he no like Shakespeare. Burgess Meredith will play 
‘Hamlet’ against NBC’s choice of John Barrymore for the role of the 
melancholy Dane, 


Considerable of a rumpus was kicked up on the Coast last week when 
Louella Parsons attempted to spot Dorothy Lamour in her Hollywood 
Hotel guest section. J. Walter Thompson agency, which has the singer 
under exclusive contract for 16 weeks on the Chase & Sanborn program, 
demurred at the booking by National Broadcasting artists bureau. Cone 
tention was raised by agency that the Campbell souper is directly com- 
petitive to the coffee hour. NBC countered that the Lamour deal with 


the Thompsonites was for commercial broadcasting, Players appearing 
for Miss Parsons receive no cash remuneration. When feuding became 
serious, Paramount stepped in and substituted Gail Patrick. 


Herschel Williams, of Benton & Bowles, will try out the unit production 
system, as now obtains in picture studios, on the agency’s new shows on 
the Coast, starting July 8 with ‘Show Boat.’ He will personally produce 
the Maxwell House opus and supervise the others, naming a director to 
assist on each program. Nearest to such an arrangement has been Tiny 
Ruffner’s production of the Jolson show and overseeing of Ruthrauff & 


| Ryan's other pair, now reduced locally to the Joe Penner broadcast. 
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There is something 
3 new in Radio! 





i Next month Variety will offer a book 
oa of Original Research—an unbiased 
reference work which has taken a 
: large and special staff six months to 
i compile. 


It is presented for all those concerned 
7 with Radio; advertising agency execu- 
tives, sponsors, program builders, 
station managers, and the press. 


i J 





Title of the work—Variety Radio ; 
Directory. 


Price: five dollars the copy. 








Orders are now being taken. 
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Segal-Smith, Radio Attorneys, Deny 
F.C.C’s Accusations, Invite Hearing '."i:.2:2"".0"\se2"ssnee 


Dwight Newton back at KYA, Sanit ipl 


| Francisco, after a session of illness. ‘ : aes ; 
cated, will be held, with the F. C. C.| cana Bae ang eo Roky World's rb 
‘ ‘ aa “ouch its spe- Saris enager) Officials go ogether on a §s 

Blanket denials of all accusations Prosecuting the case through its spe Ralph Brunton, general — broadcast last week. On paper it 
. ; taal cial counsel, Samuel Kaufman. lof KJBS, San Francisco, and KQW, | “"™ vt aan As itd Beer og ale 
ee nt abe : Identical in many particulars, the} San Jose, and C. L. McCarthy, Brun- pale ges _ . ie aed + — A psn 
Commission of unethical conduct or resporses of Smith and Segal made|jon’s right-hand man, attending the | other I eke ne a ee 
| NAB confab in Chi. omer nue. 








Washington, June 22. 


Communications 


attempting to deceive and mislead the following points: 


. ‘ , What the World’s Fair got was the 
the Commission were filed Saturday (1) Richard Casto (applicant fot * able pally! ide 
9) bv Paul M. Segal and George! 4 station at Johnson City, Tenn) was Jimmy Doyle miked the annual valuable a yhoo of a nationwide 
(19) by Paul M. Segal an pa ' p 1 applicant and!c Cal) ten Saturday (19) broadcast What NBC got was an 

- “ ; } ) quaiine Ll I n . ov « rode Sat y : 7 
»S. Smith, radio attorneys ; KIBS San Francisco. and KGW unfavorable impression of television 

not j in ny ce) ™N OD . l >4 ‘ 
In response to the sho ruse _ : Broadcasting Synd San Jo Spark that set the whole shebang 
( ) i ne > 5 f wy . . 
’ ’ ' ' 7 ‘ was NB c tracting to pay 
order issued by the F. C. ( ll eate (wv h sought stations at Port- ot ea a0 S % poy -* 

. ' ‘ ‘) ‘a | been added to the | 529,339.82 for a site of 81,699 squa 
Segal-Smith team emphatically dis-| land and Lewiston, Me., and Chey- M. J. Mara " wn oo “pap ne . iin Me York. World’s Fair 
claimed y violation of ethics, laws|enne, Wyo.) was set up at the re-| sales st iff at KJBS, San Francisco ieet at the 1 A ork Worlas fa 

Lal mec heen: V 1¢ Re eunil i V \ . a " ' yf 1939. Plot of ground will be used 
x regulations. sesiades moving ) yuest of an undisclosed cient al - ea aa sine Be SBS pe , 
dismissal of the complaints, the; -| filed applications with honest in- Glen Hurlburt, blind pianist, ac-| to erect an exhibit showing the 
meena = , “aa | pha nee cordionist and arranger, is subbing tory of radio and its future and 
wited « seek heeh ox hich they can|tentions ( ‘ ger, ; : 

vited a hearing — C : . € ca tention - for Walter Kelsey as director of the! housing studios for both radio and 
produce added evidence before the (3) Substitution of affidavits ‘in 


le ; seit iy O’Brien |! television. 
x | ine S yren on Johnny O’Brien tel Visio! 
Commish considers whether to dis-| 44m mission records in the Casto case ti <8 t NBC’ ; San Francisco 

— sna " — PP . iprograms a ND Ss « ¢ SCC 
bar, suspend, or otherwise punish! 4; done openly and with the know!-|! 


| 
them. The hearing, it was indi- 
Challenging ihe Commission’s au-| Michael Raffetto, member of the} World’s Fair prez, and Lenox R 


,.| Studios 
edge and tolerance of the secretary S| month's vacash in the mountains 
. 
WLWL, N.Y., Withdraws thority to reopen the Casto proceed-|‘Qne Man's Family’ cast, is vacashing | Lohr, NBC prexy, inked contracts 
ing in which he already has been|for two weeks in Hollywood. Ted | for the deal as the stars of a tele- 
Protest Vs. WOV Sale rebuked, Smith placed all responsi-| Maxwell is subbing for Raffetto as| vision broadcast. 
bility for the Palmer matters on his} producer of the Sperry flour pro- Ceremonies were broadcast over a 
phar rs colleague In turn, Segal readily! srams aired from San Francisco ove! 
confessed having created this cor-!the NBC red web. 
End of the years of controversy | poration, but insisted it was finan-| 
between stations WOV and WLWL, | cially qualified and did not infringe 
New York, came last week when/on any statutes or rules. Both at- 


To ballyhoo that deal, as well as 
Kelsey left last week for a|to plug its television progress, NBC 
|staged the stunt. David Sarnoff, 
|RCA _ president: Grover Whalen, 





»ffice. 


+} } 


national hook-up th clowing 


Washington, June 22. speeches by the three principals. 
Also broadcast by television for the 

Lee Strahorn, formerly with Lord; RCA and NBC execs who have tele- 
& Thomas. joined the National 





| vision receivers in their offices and 
the Federal Communications Com-|torneys reserved the right to contest| Broadcasting press department in| homes. Was said later it was the 
mission allowed withdrawal of a|the Commission’s power to institute] San Francisco. first ceremony of official nature ever 
protest against the sale of WOV to | the show-cause proceedings and each | |sent out by television and the first 
Arde Bulova. | replied he is well-known, with a| ‘Memory Lane,’ Hoosier serial| television broadcast also aired by 


Upon the request of Bulova, who-| reputation which never has been|penned by the late H. C. Connette | radio. Daily and trade paper re- 
recently bought WLWL from the | challenged untii the Commish action | and by Ted Maxwell, will be revived |porters watched and heard the cere- 
Paulist Fathers, the full Commish | last month. by NBC July 5 as a thrice-weekly| monies via receivers in the NBC 
granted a petition for return of the | - quarter-hour daytime serial over the | offices. 
original WLWL plea for reconsid- - ° coast blue web from the San Fran-| As a demonstration of practical 
dation of the decision Galle welch NBC, CBS Plan Switch cisco studios. Maxwell is doing the| television, the stunt left plenty to 
WOV was shifted from control of | : ; 1 .|rewrite’ job and will also be in the|be desired. In fact it might be 
Jolin Iraci to Bulova. The Clerics | Of Birmingham Outlets cast. Show folded more than tw0O)/called an expose, rather than A 
had complained against the sale as years ago after seven years on the| demonstration. The image, reflected 
injuring their interests, in view of There’s a strong possibility that) gi, | in the raised top of the receiver, is 
their prior attempts to buy WOV. | WBRC and WAPI, Birmingham's two —_—— about seven by nine inches in size. 

|principal radio stations, will switch Paul Martin, NBC guitarist and| Lohr stated during the ceremony 
BLES SLA RE | their national connections soon. Of- conductor in San _ Francisco, left | that television reproduction is now 
|ficials of the National Broadcasting | Monday night for Kalamazoo, Mich.,| as satisfactory as 16 mm. film pro- 

Co. and the Columbia Broadcasting | to make arrangements with the Gib-| jection in the home, but the demon- 
| System are considering such a pro-| son Co. for the marketing of an elec-| stration hardly bore him out. 
| ject. tric guitar which he and Tony Free- 

Should the move be approved and/man, also an NBC musician, in-| 
| go into effect, it would simply mean | vented. 
that WAPI would be the Columbia 
outlet and WBRC the NBC outlet. 
At present, WBRC gets CBS pro- 
Py grams while WAPI pipes NBC of- 

rerings. - - 

It is conceivable, too, that the move Paul Rickenbacker paying his first 
would result in WAPI getting a full-| visit to New York with the missus 
|time wave length. At present the} (Mona Lowe) along. 
|station operates on a_ part-time 
| schedule, sharing its evening time Ted 
i with KVOO at Tulsa, Okla. 


Birmingham, June 22. 








THE NEW CRY OF THE 
OLD WEST 


Flicker Still Present 
Same flicker that has characterized 
| previous television images was pres- 
|} ent, possibly even more accentuated. 
Focusing was faulty, with outlines 
|} and images blurred. Lighting seemed 
| to provide the most trouble, frequent 
blinks flashing on the tube end. 
Still, all three principals in the 
show were easily recognizable. 
Aside from the technical difficul- 
.| ties still unsolved by television, the 
| demonstration highlighted one point 
| that has frequently been mentioned 
regard to practical television. 
| That is the program angle. While 
| the broadcast may have sounded in- 
| teresting and impressive via radio, 
it was tiresome as reproduced by 
television. 
Lohr explained after the demon- 


at le, 
= ps 
creb, 
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enver 





Halsey Mohr is writing the skits 
for ‘Hollywood Extra’ on KFI (Los 
Angeles) 


“trey: 


GENE O’FALLON, Manager 


Suite 922—Hotel Sherman (during 
N.A.B. Convention) 


Rep. by JOHN BLAIR & CO. 


Lloyd named chief an 
nouncer. at KMTR (Hollywood).. 





LL - - —— — in 


The ONLY 


RADIO STATION IN 


Grand Rapids.... WOOD-WASH 
Kalmazoo .......WKZO | taohe ald, adding thet the vasult 06 








ment had been virtually tossed to- 
gether at the last minute to comply 
with his and ‘Sarnoff’s sudden de- 


signing the Fair contract. 


some experiments several weeks ago 
and the intention was not to re- 





Pacific Coast Notes NBC-Worlds Fair Inking Ceremony 
Proves Untlattering to Television 


, the hurry job was a number of tele 


stration that the transmitting equip- | 


cision to televise the ceremonies of | 
Para- | 
phernalia was dismantled to permit | 
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vision flaws. 

In their speeches accompanying 
the signing, Sarnoff, Lohr and Wh 4- 
len all did a Gaston-Alphonse riv:- 
tine about ‘so honored to have vy yy, 

ith us,’ ‘so happy to reach th 
agreement,’ etc. Boiled down 
speeches simply meant that RCA 


NBC had contracted to spend 
bundle of coin to balkyhoo the dio 
ind television achievements and {4 
cilities to the 50,000,000 (estimaieadn 
by Whalen) who will visit the Fa 
How vague the whole thing , 2 


yrresent can be judged from the 
that the question of whether RCA 
NBC have the site for one ow: ) 
easons 1n return for their 
hasn’t been decided. 


MINN. GOV. CALLS OFF 
F.C. C. APPEARANCE 


Washin ‘ton, June 322 

Personal appearance of Gov. El- 
mer Benson of Minnesota before the 
Broadcast Division of the Federal 
Communications Commission, as a 
witness in the WTCN political row 
was ditched Monday (21) when the 
State’s chief executive was forced to 
remain in Minneapolis by a special 
session of the legislature. 

Extraordinary circumstances rf 
participation of a high state execu- 
tive in a radio application will be 
conducted from Minneapolis, where 
3enson’s deposition will be taken 
Special hearing will be held a 
Washington, July 4, for presentation 
of the deposition to the 
Division. 

Reopening of the case, in which 
Senators Lundeen and _ Shipstead 
Farmer-Laborites of Minnesota, al- 

sady have taken sides. with .the 
Minneapolis transmitier, involved 
question of WTCN’s rights to put 
through a financial deal with two 
college stations—WCAL, St. Olaf 
College, Northfield, and WLB, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, Minneapolis— 
which currently share its assignment 
on 1250 kc. Station WTCN 
ng with 1 kw. days, 5 kw. nights 
allegedly offered to _ finance x 
traordinary expenses of WCAL and 
WLB in moving to another fre- 
quency. Institutions at present use 
one-fifth of WTCN’s time and are 
desirous of moving in on the 760 k 
channel occupied by WJZ, New 
York, 


3roadecast 


yperat- 
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Battle Creek......WELL EIGHT RADIO eR 

. STATIONS IN : 
Lansing Hens eeees .WJIM MICHIGAN'S EIGHT The 
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RICH MARKETS OF OVER 4 MILLION PEOPLE BY 
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DUMPING GROUND FOR WAX 


FCC Asks Denial of Black River Inj. 
Suit, Claiming Right to Change Mind 


| Radio Comes to Rescue 





Philadelphia, June 22. 

With the Evening Bulletin’s half-million circulation almost totally 
paralyzed by a strike of deliverymen last week, four Philly radio 
stations came to the aid of the paper, which has consistently re- 
fused to puff radio in any way and even prints daily programs that 
are practically meaningless. 

First use of radio by the paper was last Monday night (14). the 
day the strike started. Spot announcements were bought on WIP. 
WFIL and WDAS to explain to listeners why they didn’t receive 
their Bulletins. 

Late last night an agreement was made with WIP to air local news. 
A crew went to work at once and a studio was prepared in the office 
of W. G. Zeamer, exec editor. Following day, Harry G. Proctor, 
Bulletin reporter, began regular five-time daily news broadcasts. 
These were timed to coincide with usual edition times, and continued 
until the strike was settled Friday night. WIP was not paid for these 
broadcasts. 

WDAS also aired five ten-minute sports of news daily for the 
Bulletin. But it was luckier than WIP, it got paid regular commer- 
cial rates. One of the aircasts each day was in Jewish and one in 
Italian. 

WCAU all week regularly told of progress of the strike ne 


golla- 


tions and of violence. This material was supplied by the Bulletin 
and woven into the station’s regular news broadcasts as a public 











service.’ 
| is gathered by the station’s own staff 
of leg men, recently built up by 
James Hanrahan, general manager, 


. j and supplied also by the Cincy Post 
ON CINCY WCPO of the Scripps-Howard newspaper 


chain. 





Fourteen quarter-hour and  10- 
minute periods are given over daily 
to newscasts. Other newscasts break 
in frequently on the schedule... Ex- 
terior neon billing has WCPO News 
in large letters over the station's 
new tag: ‘World’s greatest newspaper 
of the air.’ 

All but two of the regular news 
stanzas first day bore commercial 
tags for the getaway. 


Cincinnati, June 22. 
newscasting policy of 
WCPO, operated by Scripps-Howard 
Radio, Inc., was inaugurated Satur- 
day (19) with opening of its new 
studio in a storeroom of the Keith 
building here. Inner decorations and 
furnishings are modernistic. Set-up 
is an eye-catcher for the public, 
which is invited to see and hear how 
job of newscasting is handled. 

Out-of-town news is brought in by 
a United Press teletype. Local news 


Intensive 





sponsor Carson Robison and his 
Buckeroos on NBC next fall, starting 





placed. 


oo 


Wasey Products (medicinals) will | 


} HAND DISKS 
DEDOLED ABROAD 





Aussie, So. Africa and So. 
America Final Resting 
Places for Transcriptions 
—Only One Big Broker- 
age, Rest Working on 
Peanut Profits — Musical 
Platters Chiefly, Natives 
Not Savvying English 





SOME PIRACY 


Australia, South America and 
South Africa are the final dumping 
grounds for electrical transcriptions 
manufactured for United States use. 
In rather clandestine fashion, there 
is a constant trafficking in second- 
hand and usually misfit e.t.’s. Most 





of it is of the peanut-profit sort and | 


/some of it unashamed piracy. 


It is the second-rate station abroad | 
which’ uses the second-hand tran- | 


scription, and the number has-been 
|diminishing during the last 
years due to most foreign stations’ 
better financial standing since Amer- 
ican advertisers crept in. The av- 
|erage foreign station dislikes to 
lower its prestige by airing used and 
misfit discs, but biz is still sprightly 
| enough to insure the existence of one 
| big brokerage, Radio Transcription 
Presentations, 

Firm operates offices on each 
|coast. When buying worn wax 
| (chiefly music), the program pro- 


(Continued on page 68) 
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22. 
Significant court tests of the Fed- 


eral 


Washington, June 


Communications 


right to change its mind was fore- | 
cast following latest round in the 
tiff between the Government and 


Black River Valley Broadcasts, Inc., 
of Watertown, N. Y. 

Stage for a precedent-setting de- 
cision by the judiciary was readied 
when the Commish, filing a detailed 
| answer to the original bill of com- 
| plaint, petitioned the U. S. District 
| Court of the District of Columbia to 
deny an injunction asked by Black 
River which would prevent the 
regulatory agency from reneging on 
a construction permit granted last 
September. The grant was revoked 
by the Commish, upon complaint of 
the Watertown Broadcasting Co., 
| competing for the 1420 kc berth, and 
a new hearing was ordered on these 
applications and the related plea of 
Watertown Times for permission to 
move WCAD from Canton to Water- 
| town. ‘ 

Meeting the issues instead of 
merely detmurring on legal grounds, 
the Commish retorted that it was 
| entirely within its rights in yanking 
| back the C.P. and ordering another 
|ventilation of the snarled case, 
which has deep political ramifica- 
tions. Attorneys had expected the 
|Commish would cite prior rulings 
land ask for dismissal of the suit 
| on the ground the injunction pro- 
|cedure was not the proper remedy 
for an aggrieved applicant. 

The latest chapter in the Water- 
town muddle started Sept. 22, 1936, 
|} when the Black River application 


Oct. 4. Series will be thrice weekly, | ducer, the sponsor of the show when |was granted and the Watertown 
15 minutes per slice. Erwin Wasey is was new, and the agency are re-| Broadcasting Co. was denied a 


C.P. At this time the Watertown 


| 


Commission’s | 


> 


Times proposition was still pending, 
as it had been for several months, 
without receiving formal attention. 
Following the petition for rehearing 
filed by the Watertown Broadcasting 


|Co., the Commish on Dec. 2 set aside 


|new hearing on 


the previous order and called for a 
all three applica- 
tions from the up-state city. Com- 
plaining that it had expended large 
sums building a station, Black River 
early this year started the injunc- 
tion proceeding. 





N.Y. WPA CUTS 





83 OFF RADIO 


WPA radio project in New York 
City sliced off 83 of its 204 members 
Monday (20) as a result of the cut 
in WPA appropriations. Thirty per- 
cent of the actors and 50% of the 
administrative staff went off the 
rolls. 

The reduction of the personnel has 
not yet affected any of the 11 broad- 
casts aired weekly over New York 
indie stations, -with those remaining 
on project doubling up on assign- 
ments in some instances. After this 
week, however, if the cut in per- 
sonnel is not restored, it is held 
likely the number of broadcasts will 
be correspondingly lessened. 

Along with the larger and more 
potent Federal Theatres Project, the 
whole radio wing—those still on 
payroll as well as those now off—is 


(Continued on page 60) 
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RECEPTION 


WLW programs are more clearly heard 


because of 500,000 watts power ... more eagerly 


tuned in because of their high entertainment value. 


WLW listeners receive your sales message more 


readily because their confidence has already been won. 


... and at a lower cost per 


listener. 
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ADVERTISEMENT | 


¥ Plus 


Values 


| transcriptions 


~ Agencies—Sponsors 








Newman Food Products Co., San 
| Francisco. signed for thrice-weekly 
spot announcements on KYA 
through Jan. 19, 1938. Placed recht 





Star Outfitting Co., 





San Francisco | 





(clothing), has renewed for a year 
its daily ‘Chandu, the Magician’ 


and Sunday evening 
live talent show, ‘Funny Paper Man,’ 
with Dwight Newton, over KYA, | 











in WEBR radio 
advertising: 


; 
MERCHANDISING 


© Advertising the. 
station and its 
advertisers in 8 
newspapers in 
Baltimore and the 
counties. 


®The same in 3 


magazines. 


® Screen advertising | 
in 7 theatres. 


@ Exhibits featuring | 


our advertisers at 
Auto Show, Food 


Show, Better Home | 


Show, etc. 
-® A travelling ex- 


hibit of advertisers’ | 


products to the. 
smaller Maryland | 
towns. (via Auto-Cruiser) 


® Alert showmanship 
that won VARIETY’S 
“First in Baltimore’ 
ranking. 


2 
PRODUCTION 


Expert show-build- 
ing, program direc- 


tion, script writing, 
musical direction. 


To quote VARIETY’S 


WFBR 15TH ANNIVERSARY 

With Raymond Tompkins, J. Ham- 
mond Brown, Stewart Kennard, 
Wm. F. Broening, Phil Crist, Hen- 
rieita Kern, William Chalmers, 
Joe Imbrogulio’s Orchestra 

60 Mins.—Local—Sustalning 

Saturday, June 5, 7 p. m. 

WFBR, Baltimore 
Climaxing a period of imposing 

ballyhoo, WFBR put on effective an- 

niversary show highlighting histori- 


| | _—- comment: 
) 


cal mileposts in its career. Paced by | 


Raymond Tompkins, local news com- 
mentator, program presented show- 
manty melange of music, dramatiza- 
tion and deftly handled self plugging. 

Re-enacting the founding of the 
station in 1022 by the Munsey owned 
Baltimore American as a possible cir- 
culation building gag, station put on 
a replica of its inauguration program 
and brought back to the mike Wm. F, 
Broening, who was Mayor of the city 
at that time, to repeat his speech of 
welcome to the new gadget. 

Hour broadcast was expertly han- 
died throughout and gave a vivid pic 
ture of what the station can accom- 
plish locally in program construction. 
Production staff under direction of 
sert Haftnauer did job. 

BURM. 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 


San Francisco. Placed through Al- 

lied 
One-year contracts tor 

}nouncements 


| KY A. San Fr 


spot an- 
garnered by 
from Progres- 
sive Optical System, through W. A. 
| Miller. Oakland; Howard Clothing 
| Co.. direct (10 daily): Bank Auto Co 

pen direct: D. R. Slater (arch 
supports), direct. Station has 
year contracts for a weekly quarter- | 
hour program sponsored by the Sev- | 
| ent Day Adventist Church; a week- | 


have been 


Mcisco, 


also 


lly half-hour program for the Chis.) Foods) starts on WOR July 13 


tian Business Men’s Committee: 

lw eekly 45-minute program for the | 
Mission Covenant Church (remote | 
from church) and a 15-minute week- | 


| ly German radio hour. 


S. & W. Fine Feeds, Inc., through 
Botsford, Constantine & Gardner, 
signed for daily announcements dur- 


|ing June, July and August, on Hugh | 
Barrett Debbs’ ‘Alarm Klok Klub’ | 
morning airers over KJBS, San| 


Francisco 
Bekins Van & : Mieseas Ce., through 
Emil Brisacher, on KFRC, San Fran- 


; cisco, ‘with nightly 35-word an- 
} nouncements through June 9, 1938. 


| Postal Telegraph has signed for 
209 broadcasts of spot announce- | 
ments with time signals four morn- 
j}ings weekly starting July 5 over 
| KFRC, San Francisco. 





ae, Erickson, 
announcements 


to Sept. 


nightly 
26 on KFRC, San Francisco. 





| Morris Plan Co. (loans), 
| Leen Livingston, 
} cisco, over 
June 23. 


one-year period starting 


Tire & Rubber 
through Sweeney & James, Cleve- 
land, year’s contract for nightly an- 
nouncements on KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco, 


Firestone Co., 


| Oertel Brewing Co., of Louisville, 
| Ky., has signed for one hour each 


| night, 11 to 12, over WATL, Atlanta, | program on KSO, Des Moines, 
to replace Red | mornings weekly, 
Top (also beer and ale), of Cincin- the _lankar Gas direct. 


exclusive of Sunday, 





| mayonnaise), 


|return to air Sept. 27. 


| be relieved of her Friday 
| half-hours till Oetober, 
| next week. 
| min. 


| 
} 
| 


| Hugh Walker as commentator, 
Twenty Grand Cigarettes, through | | Friday 
begins a series of | placed. 
June 28 | 


| bankroll Met Opera auditions 
through | third season next year. 
spotting 30 an-| 
| nouncements on KFRC, San Fran- | over 





nati, Ohio, previously heard in this 
spot. 
Granat Bros. (jewelers) through 


Long agency, on KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco, with announcements __ five 
nights weekly for one year. 





(Nu-Made 
through Lord & 
Thomas, Los Angeles, using 15 an-' 
nouncements weekly on KSFO, San 
Francisco, for one year. 


Table Products, Ince. 


Diesel Power - United Engineering 
Schools has signed with KSFO, San 
Francisco, for daily announcements 
for 39 weeks. 
insurance analyst of 
starts July 12 on WHN, N. Y.., 


Morris Siegel, 
N. W., 





with series of 13 once-weekly 15-min 
programs on Monday a.m.’s. 
Diamond Crystal Salt (General 


with 
twice-weekly five-min. e.t.’s. Bei 


| & Bowles set. 


ifton 





Crewn Overall Co., through H. W 
Kastor agency, on WOR starting 
July 8 with series of night-time 
weekly e.t. musicales. 

Ralston cereal renewed ‘Tor: Mix 
Straight Shooters,’ five-a-week kid 


script, for 52 weeks on NBC-Blue, to 
Gardner, St. 
Louis, agency. 


Irene Wicker (‘Singing Lady’) will 
aiternoon 
commercing 
Will continue her 15- 
periods for Kellogg Mondays 
| through Thursdays as usual. 





Pacific Power & Light Coe. on KUJ, 
Walla Walla, for 26 weeks, with 
each 
night. McCann-Erickson 


Sherwin-Williams (paints) will |} 
for 
Resumes 
Oct. 3, and every Sunday thereafter 
NBC through winter, 5-5:30 
p. m. Edward Johnson, g.m. of the 
Met, with m.c.; Wilfred Pelletier will 





again conduct. Cecil, Warwick & 
Legler the agency. 

Dufay Color, Inc. (natural color 
film) aboard WHN, N. Y., for 13 
weeks with 12-a-day station break 
plugs. W. H. Rankin placed. 


| Jimmy Corbin’s Singing Salesman 
SixX 


has been sold to 











In six 


at 19 cents a jar. 
the selling. 


192,000 JARS 


OF PICKLES 
SOLD IN SIX DAYS 


The Eavey Company, wholesalers to 252 
grocery stores, and a regular WHIO ad- 
vertiser, wanted to sell pickles—cases 
of $thene- alain For five days, May 24 through 28, 
The Eavey Company broadcast over WHIO and. 
distributed handbills telling the great pickle news. 
days 252 grocery stores 
area sold 8,000 cases, or 192,000 jars of pickles| 
Eavey says WHIO did most of 
We modestly mention this to give 


AoE / 


/ 


Tooter-Trouble Looms 








in the WHIO)! 


you an idea of the way WHIO produces $ales 
for its advertisers. 


THE TEST STATION 
OF THE NATION 


DAYTON, OHIO 


Nat'l. Representative, JOHN BLAIR & CO. 





ANZAC RADIO 


For KFRC in Frisco 


San Francisco, June 22. 


Threatened dismissal of the 12- 
piece studio band at KFRC, San 
Francisco, following shift of two 
daily programs, ‘Feminine Fancies’ 
and ‘Morning Merrymakers,’ to the 
Mutual-Don Lee studios at KHJ, Los 
Angeles, effective June 28, is being 
opposed by the Musicians Union 
Local 6 here. If the musicians, who 
have been employed:on a two-hour 
daily basis, are dropped, KFRC will 
lose its two remotes, El Patio Ball- 








national units and 26 


of five per month. 
Throughout’ the 


commercials, but this total 


room and the Sir Francis Drake added t caiiens ei 
Hotel. Latter is closéd at present | 23¢¢¢¢ ‘© Practica ly every week. 
due to the hotel strike. | Nationals are controlled by 


, ~) stralian Broadcasting 
ece , —_ ” by i 
Rece ntly KSFO tried to get 2y through the C 





7 ‘ ymmonwe: rovern- 
without a studio orchestra when its 1onwealth Govern 
‘Western Home Hour’ program was as with a license fee of five dol- 
‘ : ° ars per annum assessed on ; m- 
moved to Hollywood, but was forced | “ ped = all own 
. ri lers of radio receivers. Commercial 
to hire a group of musicians, who 
' : stations are owned by private or- 
form two ensembles, one eight-piece, ' i ; ; 
th »ther four-piece | ganizations, mostly newspapers and 
ine ¢ € - = . 


religious bodies. 
Broadcasters, 
Stuart Doyle 


under 


WGAL Expanding and Frank Albert, 


Pa., June 22. 


| 

| 

| 

' 

j 

| 

Lancaster, 
' 


Winter is the key season for 
With more sponsored time than) broadcasting in Australia and the 
the station has enjoyed in several | various commercials bring into play 
years, WGAL here has increased | all their best features in an attempt 
both its commercial and announcing} to gather in the largest number 
staffs. New on the announcing staff | listeners for presentation to the 
is Ross Evans, Newark N. J., lad sponsors backing the entertainment 
who did fill-ins while going to col-| offered. In the majority of cases 


lege here. 


Walter Hariss, of Cleveland, and| to dark period in conjunction with 
R. W. Stroup, of Baltimore, both of} the advertising blurbs. 
whom have worked with Station | baa oan gw 
manager Walter Miller in other| L. Ward Wheelock passing a week 
towns, are the additions to the com- |} on the Coast to check up on the 


mercial staff. Wallis Armstrong programs. 





a—aessoror = 


EXPANDING 


Sydney, May 28. 
Reports show that Australia has 
almost 100 radio stations in opera- 
tion. New South Wales alone has six 


commercials. 
New ones are opening up at the rate 


Commonwealth 
there are 20 national stations and 77 


is being 


Au- 
Commission 


Commonwealth 
the direction of 


run 
the largest indie chain of stations. 


wax is used throughout the daylight 








41, Years with Jack Benny 
And You Know the Results! 





Writer of First-Run Material 


Organized the Joe Penner Show 
Picking Up 
2,000,000 Listeners 
in 13 Weeks 


and Increasing Sales of 


COCOMALT 
40% 


Just Finished Extra Scenes 
For M-G-M's 


“Broadway Melody” 
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Be Here with Your Advertising and Have 
Grand Time Watching Sales Climb Mountains! 


Pe ee eee 


pe SD a 


® While summer vacationists are postcarding back home about the 
swell time they’re having in Colorado’s cool, invigorating, pine- 
spiced air, they’ll be paying for it at the rate of $1,000,000 a day. 
This extra million dollars a day going into the cash drawers of 
| x ; as Colorado’s hotels, eating places, filling stations, drug and food stores 
will make sales in every line go mountain climbing. 


Here is a spot that is ready, willing and able to respond lustily 


Pe ren 





to extra selling effort this summer. Radio is the one medium that 
can reach this market best. And since KLZ is the station whose 


i te 


Se Ee ae ae : , dominant programs and personality attract and hold majority listener 





interest in the Denver-Rocky Mountain region the year ‘round, it is 
the one medium which can get you closest to this extra spending 
power this summer. 





Affiliated in Management with WKY 
and the Oklahoma Publishing Co. 


Represealative— E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 





| NVER 









2 NRE SEN 





sete 





) 
| 
i} 
+} 





4 Serre meg 


50 VARIETY 








RADIO 


Wednesday, June 23, 1937 








May Use Radio to Hypo 
Cocomalt in So. America 


R. B. Davis Co. may resort to 
radio in ballyhooing Cocomalt in 
the South American markets. It’s 
considering using a transcribed 
dramatic series, ‘Don Quixote Lives 
Again.’ 

Mrs. Eleanor Germo, Los Angeles 
agency woman, has been in New 
York the past week, negotiating for 
the sale of the show through Pan- 
American Broadcasting Co., foreign 
station reps. If the deal goes 
through, Mrs. Germo will cast and 
produce the series in Spanish. 








Sel Sergeant, singing guitarist, 
spotted at WELI, New Haven. 


HARRY 
SALTER 


RETURNS TO CONDUCT 





>< 








LUCKY STRIKE 
“HIT PARADE" 


Beginning Wednesday, June 16th 
N.B.C. Red at 10 P.M., EDST 














————— 
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Dolphe Martin 


ORCHESTRA CONDUCTOR AND 








COMPOSER 
Returns from long stay in Europe 
DPOLPHE MARTIN’S DRAMATIC 


MUSIC makes him a figure to be reck- 

oned with in any discussion of music 

and theatre.—Edith J. R. Isaacs. 
THEATRE ARTS MONTHLY. 


“A composer of a rare gift.”— 


THE STAGE. 
Address: 

Hotel Elysee, 60 East 54th St., 
New York 

* * 

















BUD PEARSON 
LES WHITE 


Writers for 


BOB HOPE 


and “The Rippl Rhythm Revue,” 
on the Air wpe, Eve. 9 P.M., 
E.D.S.T., JZ—NBC 


Now in Eighth Week 


| 





F.C.C."S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





DECISIONS 


Washington, June 22. 

Alabama:. Selma Broadcasting Co., Selma, granted 
change in hours of operation from daytimes to un- 
limited, on 1500 ke with 100 watts, commish sustaining 
Examiner P. W. Seward; Selma Broadcasting Co. 
Selma, granted voluntary assignment of license from 
W. J. Reynolds, Jr., J. C. Hughes and J. S. Allen (doing 
business as Selma Broadcasting Company) to Selma 


Broadcasting Company, Inc., Examiner Seward sus- 
tained. 
Alaska: Edwin A. Kraft, Petersburg, denied new 


station to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts, com- 
mish reversing Examiner R. H. Hyde. 

Arizona: KOY, Salt River Valley Broadcasting Co., 
Phoenix, granted authority to install new automatic 


| frequency control. 


Indiana: WIRE. Indianapolis Broadcasting, Inc., 
Indianapolis, granted authority to install new auto- 
matic frequency control equipment. 

Kentucky: Owensboro Broadcasting Co., Owensboro, 
granted new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 
100 watts, commish sustaining Examiner Hyde. 

Minnesota: WMIN, Edward Hoffman, St. Paul, ap- 
plication to change frequency from 1370 to 1400 ke, 
increase night power from 100 to 250 watts dismissed 
at request of applicant. 

Montana: KFBB, Buttery Broadcasting, Inc., Great 
Falls, application to change frequency from 1280 to 
950 kc, jump juice from 1 kw nights, 242 kw days to 5 
kw, dismissed at applicant’s request. 

North Dakota: KDLR, KDLR, Inc.. Devil’s Lake, 
granted transmitter move and installation of vertical 
antenna. 

Ohio: Continental Radio Co., Cincinnati, 
change in name to Scripps-Howard Radio, Inc. 

Oklahoma: KFXR, Exchange Avenue Baptist Church, 
Oklahoma Ciiy, granted authority to install automatic 
frequency control, on condition that the authority 
shall not be construed as a finding upon the applica- 
tion for renewal of license and assignment of license, 
nor upon any issues involved therein; Okmulgee Broad- 
casting Corp., Okmulgee, granted new station to be 
operated days on 1210 ke with 100 watts, commish 
sustaining Examiner Seward. 

Oregon: Harold M. Finley and Mrs. Eloise Finley, 
La Grande, granted new station to be operated on 1420 
ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, Examiner 
Seward upheld. 

Rhode Island: WJAR, The Outlet Company, Provi- 
dence, granted authority to make changes in equip- 
ment and increase day power from 1 to 5 kw, using 
directional antenna day and night, commish sustain- 
ing Examiner R. L. Walker. 

South Dakota: KOBH, Black Hills Broadcast Co., 


granted 























BRAGGIOTTI 








Friday, WJZ, 7:15 P.M. 


Rapid City, granted installation of new equipment 
and day juice-jump from 100 to 250 watts; KSOO, Sioux 
Falls Broadcast Association, Sioux Falls, granted au- 
thority to erect new vertical antenna three miles west 
of Sioux Falls. 

Tennessee: WNOX, Continental Radio Co., Knoxville, 
granted change in name to Scripps-Howard Radio, 
Inc.; WAPO, W. A. Patterson, Chattanooga, granted 
increase in power from 100 watts to 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, and change hours of operation from 
daytimes to unlimited. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


California: New station, involving probable competi- 
tion for a National Broadcasting outlet in the same 
town, was recommended for Fresno by Examiner John 
P. Bramhail. Request of Chase S. Osborn, Jr., retired 
Fresno newspaper editor, for a transmitter to be oper- 
ated on 1440 kc with 500 watts, was given the green 
light by the examiner over four pending applications. 

In his report, Bramhall revealed that KMJ, a mem- 
ber of the McClatchy newspaper-radio chain, is offers 
ing ‘serious opposition’ to the Osborn application, al- 
though a similar request made by George Harm—an 
intervenor in the case—was not questioned. KMJ, 
which until this year carried Columbia Broadcasting 
programs, now uses National Broadcasting, Bramhall 
pointed out, and Fresno receives little local service. 

New York: Desires of the Gannett Company, news- 
paper-broadcast chain, to add a sixth transmitter to 
its string, were okayed by Examiner Robert L. Irwin, 
who recommended granting of the outfit’s application 





for a 250-watt daytime station at Elmira. Applying in 
* 


the name of the Flmira Star-Gazette—one of the 16 
daily papers owned by Frank E. Gannett—the group 
promised to keep the activities of its three Elmira rags 
separate from the broadcast station and declared that 
it would not exercise any control over the policies of 
the transmitter ‘other than a prohibition against ad- 
vertisements of liquor.’ 

Ohio: Construction of a $91,000 transmitter for 
Youngstown was discouraged by Examiner Melvin H. 
Dalberg because of serious objectionable interferences 
which would result from its operation on the re- 
quested 1350 kc. frequency. In recommending Commish 
denial of the application, Dalberg also pointed out 
that definite need for additional service in the area 
proposed to be served had not been established, and 
that the station itself would be hampered by inter- 
ference by outsiders, as well as creating disturbances 
to existing stations 

Showing large assets, the Valley Broadcasting Co., 
comprising Henry H. Krause, president, Irene Nun- 
gesser and A. E. Bernstein, all of Cleveland, proposed 
to erect a 1 kw. transmitter to be staffed by 21 in- 
dividuals. Krause anticipated a gross income of from 
75,000 to $150,000 annually from the investment, ac- 
cording to his testimony. 

Cost of construction was estimated at $20,000, with 
transmitter and equipment adding another $58,000, 
antenna and ground system, $8,000, and transmitter 
building, land and studio, $5,000. Group declared itself 
willing to operate the station for two years regardless 
of red ink possibilities. 

Dalberg pointed out that considerable service is 
available to Youngstown already; that service of 
WMBG, Richmond, Va., would be seriously impaired 
and that daytime operation of WADC, Akron, be 
injured. Nine transmitters registered squawks against 
granting of the application. Valley Broadcasting was 
represented at the hearing by L. F. Loux. 


SET FOR HEARING 


Florida: WJAX, City of Jacksonville, Jacksonville, 
special experimental authorization to increase night 
power from 1 to 5 kw, for period ending Sept. 1 (to 
be heard before Broadcast Division). 

Indiana: Gerald A. Travis, La Porte, new station to 
be operated on 1420 kc with 250 watts days only. 

Massachusetts: The Hampden-Hampshire Corp., Hol- 
yoke, new station to be operated on 1240 ke with 500 
watts nights, 1 kw days, using directional antenna sys- 
tem for day and night operation. 

New York: WFBL, Onondaga Radio Broadcasting 
Corp., Syracuse, jump power from 1 kw nights, 5 kw 
days to 5 kw unlimited (to be heard before Broadcast 
Division). 

North Carolina: Capitol Broadcasting Co., Ince., 
Raleigh, new station to be operated on 1210 ke with 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Oklahoma: J. T. Griffin. Oklahoma City, new station 
requesting facilities of KFXR, 1310 kc with 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


California: Larry Rhine, San Francisco, new station 
to be operated daytimes on 980 kc. with 250 watts. 

District oi Columbia: WJSV, Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System, Inc., Washington, jump juice from 10 to 
50 kce., install new transmitter and directional antenna 
for day and night use. 

Ilinois: WBBM, Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc., 
Chicago, extension of special experimental authority 
to operate synchronously with KFAB, Lincoln, Neb., 
from local sunset to midnight; Martin R. O’Brien, 
Aurora, new station to be operated on 1250 ke, with 
250 watts, days only. 

Kentucky: WAVE, Inc., Louisville, new station to 
be operated on 610 kc. with 250 watts nights, 500 
watts days. 

Louisiana: William C. Smith, Bogalusa, new station 
to be operated on 1310 ke. with 100 watts; KWKH, 
International Broadcasting Corp., Shreveport, exten- 
sion of special experimental authority to operate on 
110*ke. with directional antenna nights, from Aug. 1 
to Feb. 1, 1938. 

Michigan: WKBZ, Karl L. Ashbacker, Muskegon, 
change frequency from 1500 to 1200 ke. 

Mississippi: WAML, New Laurel Radio Station, Inc., 
Laurel, change equipment and boost power from 100 
watts to 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 











AL DONAHUE 


and His Orchestra 


in the 


RAINBOW ROOM 


HAS BEEN EXTENDED UNTIL 
JANUARY, 1938 


Management — ROCKWELL-O’KEEFE 


| against. 
| the account. 


Crystal White Drops 
| Due to Public Demand | 


MR. JOHN ROY 


Announces 
The Engagement of 


| dotted around the country at the | 
end of this month. 

There was talk of renewal of the | 
| series which would have taken cam- 
| paign through the summer, but late 
|last week it was definitely decided 
Benton & Bowles handles 


| ‘One Man’s Family’ will originate 
|in National Broadcasting’s Holly- 


1-Min., 60-Station Spots | wood studios for an indefinite period 
|. Campaign for Crystal White, af 

| Colgate-Palmolive-Peet product, of | 
one-min. spots fades off 60 stations 


starting with the broadcast on Sun- 
|day, August 8, instead of from 


Frisco. 


———— 


CBS’ New S. C. Outlet 
Raises Total to 129 


WAIM, Anderson, S. C., becomes 
an affiliate of Columbia July 16. It's 
a 100-watter on 1,200 kc. 

Addition to WAIM will 








rais 

CBS’ station list to 129. " 
Yale-Harvard ball game, with 
Larry Kelley making last under. 


graduate stand on home grounds 
carried by WELI, New Haven, with 
James Milne and Phil Buxbaum, Jr 
at mikes. y 
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KAVANAUGH AU 


and His Orchestra 
ce 
Pan American Casino 
Dallas, Texas 
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several years. 


WMCA Cooling Off 


WMCA, N. Y., is air-conditioning 
its two largest studios. 

Becomes the first indie station in 
|N. Y. to cool off its airing cubicles. 
|NBC and CBS studios have been 
/chilled during summer months for 





ber. 





couple years. 





Rainville on Own 
Chicago, June 22. 
Harold Rainville will open his 
own publicity office here in Septem- 


He has been chief copywriter for 
_Lawrence H. Selz agency for past 
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HERE AND THERE 


Mary Wright, WLS Home Adviser, | 
spending week at National Home 
Economics convention, Kansas City, 





w. A. Baldwin and Jack Williams, 
president nd program director 


of KOY, Phoenix, Ariz., WLS affili- | Bertha 


ate, to the Prairie Farmer station, 
Chicago, for conferences. 





Herb Morrison, WLS announcer, 


fiying home to Morgantown, W. Va., | 


for vacation. 





Al Williamsen, Chicago NBC press 
head, touring midwest, visiting radio 
editors. 





Rebert Maynard Hutchins, Chicago 
University president, to do the NBC 
Round Table shot June 24. 





Henry Barbour is doing scripis for 
the WGN-Mutual ‘Curtain Time,’ 


—E_— - 


WMCA 


NEW YORKS 
OWN STATION 


Deady io. 
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3 SOLID HOURS DAILY 
sPONsORED By GENERAt MILLS 








TRUMPET KING OF SWING 


« LOUIS * 
ARMSTRONG 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
FLEISCHMANN YEAST 
(J. Walter Thompsen) 


$8 P.M. D.S.T. Every Friday, WIZ 
Blue Network 


ON TOUR 


DECCA RECORDS 





MGT. JOE GLASER 
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Se 


dramatic 30-minute weekly, a 
University Broadcasting Co.’s 
Museum series, 


na the 
Field 





Glen Snyder, WLS head, arranged 
entertainment for NAB convention. 
Curran, NBC educational 
| program head, planned women’s 
| events for the eonvention, as official 
| hostess. 














Howard Heffman assigned to Chi- 
cago ‘Northerners’ show as narrator. 


York staff, is substituting for Oscar 
Junggren of WGY, Schenectady, 
news division on early-morning and 
late-evening Esso Flashes. Jung- 
vacationing on a tramp 
steamer trip to Porto Rico. 


gren is 


Silvie Caranchini, WGY, Schenec- 
tady announcer, has adopted the 
|nom de radio of Silvio Andre. 


Kathryn Cravens, Pontiac's ‘Flying 
Commentator’ over CBS Monday, 
Wednesday and Fridays, will plane 
io the Coast July 2 to do film inter- 
52) 


EDR’S IN-LAW 
NOW AFTER 
RADIO SPOT 


Washington, June 22. 


Mrs. Elliott Roosevelt, wife of the 
President's son who is vice-president 


(Continued on page 


/: = | of Hearst Radio and manager of the 
? | publisher's 


Southwestern broadcast 
| enterprises, last week revealed plans 
to get into the radio business on her 
own hook. She asked the Federal 
Communications Commission for au- 
thority to take control of Fort Worth 
Broadcasters, Inc., which owns KFJZ, 
Fort Worth. 

Under name of ‘Ruth G. Roose- 
F. D.’s daughter-in-law seeks 
| authority to buy 313 shares of com- 

mon stock from R. S. Bishop, cur- 
| rently prez of the corporation. She 
said her occupation is being a house- 
wife and manager of her properties. 
Station is a 100-watter, using 1370 kc. 

Although her husband has ap- 
peared in several transactions since 
taking the Hearst job more than a 
year ago, this is the initial time the 
President’s daughter-in-law has en- 
tered the radio picture. 

F.C.C. is still mulling applications 
for transfer of licenses of WACO, 
Waco, and KTSA, San Antonio, from 
K.T.S.A. Broadcasting Co., of which 
young Roosevelt is president, to 
Hearst Radio. Ostensibly these trans- 
mitters are outside the publisher’s 
fold, but control of the company is 
exercised via Hearst corporations. 
Although Elliott’s company is listed 
as owner of both transmitters, the 
Commish recently made conflicting 
statements to Congress, saying actual 
control of WACO is in the hands of 
Hearst Radio, which owns the stock 
of the subordinate company, and 
control of KTSA is in the hands of 
American Newspapers, of which the 
license-holding company is a sub- 
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sidiary. 














Represented by E. KATZ Special Ad 








vertising Agency 


Dry Ethering 
Philadelphia, June 22. 

WDAS started its ‘Man in the 
Street’ program Thursday (17), 
only to find it couldn't attract 
any spielers because of a heavy 
downpour. 

Ed Robson solved it, however, 
by running down Chestnut 
street and buying up 20 um- 
brellas. With offer of a loan of 
an umbrella, he quickly had a 
crowd of stooges lined up. 
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| Lauds Radio Research 


Thomas McFadden, of NBC’s New | 


For Benefits to Field 


Salt Lake City, June 22. 

Anderson, sales for 
NBC’s Pacific division, paid tribute 
the Joint Committee on Radio 
Research for its current efforts to 
Standardize the terminology and 
methods of station coverage and 
popularity while speaking before the 


Harry mer. 


local advertising club last week. 
Anderson subbed for E. P. H. James, 
NBC mgr. of promotion, and ad- 
vertising, who was unable to attend 
because of illness 

Anderson, whose subject was “The 


Development of Research in Broad- 


cast Advertising,” mentioned the 
outstanding contributions of this 
kind to the industry and pointed 
out that. the Joint Committee was, 
through the elements of signal 
maps, station mail and house-to- 


house questionnaires, seeking to put 
the technique for measuring a sta- 
tion’s listener value uniform 
and stabilized basis. 


On a 





Sablon’s 4-Week Contract 
Alters Magic Key’s Policy 


‘Magic Key’ Sunday afternoon pro- 
gram for RCA over NBC-blue will 
for the first time alter its policy of 
spotting performers for one-time 
shots only. On July 11 Jean Sablon 
commences a series of four consecu- 
tive appearances. 

Aside from the Frank Black orch, 
Narrator Milton Cross and An- 
nouncer Ben Grauer, all talent on 
‘Key’ has been fresh each week, al- 
though program has carried several 
widely separated repeats. Sablon 
is the French baritone imported by 
NBC Artists Service. This is the 
first time he has been booked for 
longer than a single-o air commer- 
cial. 

Boyd Vice Spencer 

Maurice Boyd has replaced F. E. 
(Ed) Spencer as sales manager of 
Local Sales,’ Inc., NBC subsidiary. 

Spencer quits. officially next 
Wednesday (30) to become general 


manager of Craig-Hollingbery, Inc., 
station reps. 


Reps.’ Trend | 


(Continued from page 39) 














the Blair stations and sit in on pro- 
gram confabs, and also making direct 
contact with agencies to discuss the 


program needs of the various ad- 
vertisers. 
Rambeau Alse 
Station representative William G. 


Rambeau has gone into the program 
end of the sales biz quite ener- 
getically in the past few weeks, and 
is working out a plan to increase 
his program idea activities. Edward 
Petry company has been admittedly 
in the field for a program depart- 
ment for some time. Petry org has 
been beating the bush trying to stir 
up some programs which they could 
tie upon an exclusive basis for their 
stations. They have been in nego- 
tiation with several platter firms on 
this setup, but thus far it hasn't 
culminated a deal. Free & Peters, 
Craig & Hollingberry, Furgason & 
Aston all have their plans in readi- 
ness for program cooperation with 
their stations on a scale far exceed- 
ing any program activities in the 
past. 

Insiders agree that the handwrit- 
ing is on the wall as far as straight, 
dry-as-dust sales repping is con- 
cerned. This comés on direct com- 
plaints from agencies and adver- 
tisers themselves against the rep 
salesmen who come in armed only 
with facilities data, and without any 
idea as to what sort of program 
could or should be used to satisfy 
that particular advertiser, product or 
market. Agencies have been com- 
plaining that time is only half the 
story, and that reps which can pre- 


sent only the facilities side of the 
situation are delivering’ just 50% 
of the proper service. 








Atlantic Refining Starts Early This : 
Yr. Buying Up Grid Skeds; Cornell Ist 


Atlantic Refining has bought the 
Cornell football games for fall spon- 
sorship. As yet no stations have been 
set for carrying the grid grips, but at 
present it looks as if WGY, Schenec- 
tady, N. Y., will air, with likely a 
couple of other broadcasiers picking 
up. 


This year, with an earlier siart, 
Atlantic is lining up the colleges | 
personally through the N. W. Aye. 
agency. Last season, the first in 
which the sponsor participated as ; 
football broadcaster, Atlantic was at 
a disadvantage in that the sponsor 
entered the field in late August, 
when a great many of the schools 
wanted were already tied up. 

That was especially true of the 





STAFF SHAKEUP 


AT WCFL, CHI 
TAKES SHAPE 


Chicago, June 22. 

General shake-up of WCFL staff, 
and change of situation, rumored to 
be on the way since Maynard Mar- 
quardt took over general manager's 
post of American Federation of 
Labor station, seems to be coming 
piece by piece. Program Director R. 
Calvert Haws resigned a _ couple 
weeks ago, and C. P. McAssey, sales 
manager, also resigned last week. 

Reported dissatisfaction among 
announcers over fact that they were 
only ones in town to work six days 
a week is being cleared up. New 
deal gives ’em the five-day week, and 
a promise of more money. 

McAssey had been with the labor 
station for past six years, and, upon 
resigning, was replaced by Melvin 
Wolens, once with station as a sales- 
man, but more recently on NBC sell- 
ing staff. As yet, nobody is in to 
fill spot left vacant by Haws. 





James Peppe Moves 


Over to Agcy. as G-M 


James V. Peppe, formerly director 
of the orchestral relations depart- 
ment of Columbia Broadcasting, be- 
comes general manager of Wilson, 
Powell & Hayward, Inc., appoint- 
ment becoming effective Monday 
(28). 

Valley Dale ballroom, in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, owned by Peppe, will be 
managed by his brother, Lou. 

Naming of Peppe is by way of an 
expansion of service by the agency. 





Cornell schedule, which had been 
gobbled up by Hearst’s New York 
State network. When Atlantic en- 
tered the picture, it was obliged to 
air the games over the Hearst setup 
or else, and did. This season, by se- 
curing the game rights direct, Atlan- 
| tic can spot ‘em where it wills. 





} ‘ _ 


Sales Mgr. for WIND 


Chicago, June 22. 


|} Ralph Atlass is setting up a sales 
|} manager for WIND, his Gary-C' 

| cago station. Sales chief will serve 
i for the Indiana station in the same 
|manner that Herb Sherman chiefs 
ithe sales interests for WJJD, the 


|}other Atlass outlet. 

Sales officer will headquarter in 
| Chicago and concern only with the 
|sale of WIND time, keeping away 
from any direct operation of the 
station. 
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WHN, N. Y., has assigned Norman 
Kaplan to do candid camera lensing 
of programs in action, and also pub- 
licity and exploitation stunts effected 
by station. Prints are furnished 
agencies, sponsors and newspaper 
radio depts. 





peter Donald, Jr., N. Y., freelance 
radio scripter, sails with family June 
29 for three-month stay in England. 





At KOBH, Rapid City, S. D., Bill 
Welch, not only an announcer, conti- 
nuity-chalker and organist, but also 
handles. all program publicity and 
studio news. 





Jeannine (Mrs. Tom Richley), 
singer, has been signed by Columbia 
Artists and being given a buildup 
over the CBS web in a sustaining 
series that commenced yesterday 
(Tuesday). 





Walter Pree, formerly with 
WEMP, Milwaukee, has been added 
to the engincering staff of the Cedar 
Rapids studios of WMT. 





. Dorothy Devlin, graduate of Car- 
negie Tech drama school, little thea- 
tre actress and regularly employed 
as telephone operator at WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, has become a permanent 
member of ‘A Night at the Inn’ play- 
ers’ staff, presenting weekly playlet 
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Rhea will tell it to a preacher. 








‘Man on Street’ program, launched 
month ago by Walt Framer and 
| Jimmy Murray for Blatt’s Radio and | 
Auto Stores over WCAE, Pittsburgh, 
is fading from the air this week for | 
the summer. 
a | 


Kennywood Park has a WCAE, | 
Pittsburgh, wire for the bands it’s| 
playing at two-week intervals dur- 
ing the summer. Currently airing 
from there is Dick Barrie’s band 
with Anita Boyer (Mrs. Barrie) as | 
vocalist. 








Herman Middleman’s orchestra, at 
the Nixon cafe, Pittsburgh, hitting 
the net twice weekly via KDKA 
again, 

Pittsburgh shows fading for sum- 
mer are DeRoy jewely community 
sing, WWSW; Wolk’s Furs’ ‘Pitts- 
burgh Backstage,’ WCAE, and Yel- 
low Cab’s musical quarter-hour with 
Bernie Armstrong, KDKA, 

Ken Robinson, NBC Midwest Divi- 
sion continuity head, on a flying trip 
to N.Y. and back. 

Jack Odell now program director 
of WAAF, Chicago Daily Drovers’ 
Journal station, replacing Eddie 
Simmons, who recently joined WGN, 
Tribune outlet, as producer. 








Bob Hawk, WAAF ‘Red Hot and 
Low Down’ conductor, off to Cali- 
fornia, leaving Ben Hespen and Del 
King to handle his work. 





Camden’s WCAM has been forced 
to chuck religion for the summer, 
due to fact that trio of ministers, 
who held studio pulpits, decided to 
skip during the hot months. 





Bob Horn, with WEEU, Reading, 
for three years as drama director, 
has joined WCAM, Camden, as news 
commentator. Replaces William F. 
Mitten. 

WBT, Charlotte, N. C., gave a 
thorough coverage of the Southern 
Amateur Golf Tournament there. 
Each day's events were summarized 
and high scorer brought to mike for 
interview. Bill Bivens handled. 





Wilbur Edwards has joined WBT, 
Charlotte, N. C., as announcer. He 
has just graduated from Davidson 
College, where he announced remote 
programs the station originated there 
during the past year. 











Spencer Bentley, formerly an- 
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HOAGY CARMICHAEL’S 


OLD MAN MOON 


From Hal Roach’s MGM Prod. ‘‘Topper”’ 
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tif 
| From “CHEROKEE STRIP” 


i MY LITTLE 
— BUCKAROO 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| The song with the Hawaiian flavor 
| 
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My Love Is in Kalua 
LITTLE HEAVEN OF 
THE SEVEN SEAS 


‘j By Scholl ana Jerome 
41) | Writers ef ‘‘Buckaroo’’ 





M. WITMARK & SONS 
i | 1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. ¥. 
i | CHARLIE WARREN, Prof. Mgr. 








nouncer on ‘Pepper Young’s Family’ 
show, NBC, National Broadcasting, 
has been signed for three spots on 
‘For Men Only,’ Vitalis program on 
WHN, N. Y. (WLW leased wire), 
Monday nights for acting roles. 





Horace Heidt, whose band is now 
playing at the Biltmore hotel, won’t 
bring guests to the mike any more 
when he broadcasts on WOR, N. Y., 
on Tuesday and Friday midnights, he 
told listeners last week. Result of 
episode the previous week when a 
birthday guest male refused to give 
his name after apparently agreeing 
to talk over the air. 





Switches in the staff of the Can- 
adian Broadcasting Corp’s Toronto 
outlets, CRCT and CRCY, sent Jack 
Kanawin, announcer, to the produc- 
tion department. Another addition 
to that end of the set-up is George 
Temple, in from CRCO, Ottawa. Two 
new announcers joined the staff. 

















| They are Herbert May, ertswhile Ot- 
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Hits from the RKO Radio Picture, “NEW FACES OF 1937” 


IT GOES TO YOUR FEET 
THE WIDOW IN LACE 


By Walter Bullock and Harold Spina 


ON THIRD AVENUE 
OUT OF SEASON 


an. Sammy Fain 


NEW FACES 


by Charles Henderson 
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| 52 VARIETY MUSIC 
{ —— 
1 
Songwriters have gone hard 
for the word ‘Merry-Go-Round.’ 
‘| (Continued from page 51) on the Old Shay program over that Three tunes with that term are 
: views and chatter from Hollywood. | Station every Wednesday night. currently on the market. 
: Will be gone three weeks. ay They are ‘The Merry-Go- 
4 Cupid riddling the ranks of: Round Broke Down’ (Harms) 
; WWSYW, Pittsburgh, in brisk fashion. by Cliff Friend and Dave Frank- 
} oe “City — ot Ollie O'Toole, announcer, is marry- lin; ‘Love Is Like a Merry-Go- 
i rs d and announced by a nine-| ing Millie Preskar Friday (25), and Round’ (Shapiro-Bernstein) by 
t pr eet Billy Goodhope. | two days later Ray Harlow, one of || Johnny Mercer and Rube 
—— y ; station’s engineers, and Martha Bloom, and ‘The Girl That I 


Meet on the Merry-Go-Round’ 
(Mills) by Alex Hyde, Basil G. 
Adlam and Allan Gould. 











tawa spieler, and D. L. 
newcomer to radio. CKCL, Toronto, 
also has a new announcer in Bob 
Kesten, up from CJCS, Stratford. 


Bert Cook, of Philadelphia, has 
staff. Polly Vaughan, former 
ceptionist, is now doing continuity 


vice Chesta Fulmer, resigned. 


Bob Adams has become member 
of announcing staff of WTFI, Athens, 
Ga., which will soon be moved to 
Atlanta and become WAGA. 








taking leave of absence starting this 
week to assume post of ‘Daddy 
Dave,’ boss of Kiddies Theatre on 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City. 





Daniel Barlow has been added to 
WIP, Philly, panel crew. Technician 
formerly connected with Philco. 

Barbara Brooks, of WWJ (Detroit), 
‘Minute Parade,’ off June 26 for tour 
of central European countries. 





CKLW will feed Mutual with one 
half-hour and two 15-minute descrip- 
tions of annual Shrine conclave in 
Detroit this week. 





Harland Eugene Read, commenta- 
tor for the Mutual and Inter-City 
networks, obtained a timely inter- 
view with President Eamon de 
Valera, of Irish Free State, at Dub- 
lin, just as he was submitting a 
new constitution to the Irish people. 





Richard Brooks, special com- 
mentator on WNEW, N. Y., will con- 
duct a series of ‘Shakespeare A La 
Carte’ programs on this station start- 
ing June 26, with recitations of 
Shakespearian passages featured. 
Planned to vie with Shakespearean 
urge on N. B.C. and C.B.S. 





Frankie Basch, rovitig reporter at 
WMCA, N. Y., has been elected hon- 
orary member of the Women World’s 
War Veterans association. 

Alma Graef and Ann Goodman, of 
WMCA, N. Y., sales dept., sailed over 
weekend for month’s vacash in 
Mexico. 








Louise Massey and the Westerners 
have auditioned for two cigar mak- 
ers, San Felice and La Paloma. 





Bob Goerner, ex-Variety mugg, 
joins mike staff of KROW, Oakland, 
July 1, replacing Dudley Manlove, 
who heads for L. A. to wax a vocal 
series for MacGregor. 





Lee Hoagland, KROW, Oakland, 
announcer, has tendered resignation 
and will head for L. A. soon. 





Frank Foti’s Bridgeport symphony, 
done with WICC season, planning 
concert tour through Southern Con- 
necticut. 

Lyn Murray, director of NBC’s 
New Yorker chorus, back from Pan- 
American Expo in Dallas, where he 
guest-directed the expo’s choral 
group. 





Eugene Lowenthal, singer, on NBC 
‘Sunday Night Party,’ signed for 
opera ‘Salome’ to be sung at Lewi- 
sohn Stadium June 30-July 1. 





Johnny Green will help Jack 
Benny close out his Jello show for 
the summer next Sunday (27). 





Gertrude Berg bought a home in 





Brentwood, nearby Hollywood, and 
| moved in her family. 





Igor Gorin starting his 


| second 
| year on Hollywood Hotel. 





Hee Chevigny pulled out of KNX 
(Hollywood) where he was script 
chief, to join Bill Bacher’s writing 
staff on Hollywood Hotel. 





George Curran, KFI-KECA (Los 


Angeles) research engineer, rigged 





up a pack short wave transmitter, 


re- | 


Dave Tyson, WFIL, Philly, spieler, | 





Braithwaite, | 


joined WATL, Atlanta, commercial | 


Inside Stufl—Music 


Biggest laugh of the recent A. F. of M. convention in Louisville Came 
when a delegate arose to speak on a routine question. Convention had 
just been discussing the inroads of records and mechanical Music of 
all kinds. 

Delegate mounted the speakers’ platform, and commenced to address the 
convention. President Joe Weber politely motioned him to speak into the 
microphones, but the speaker indignantly brushed them aside, saying he 
would have no truck with the mechanical contrivances, Convention dele- 
gates, however, howled that he could not be heard, and emphatically 
shouted ‘use the mike.’ Speaker, plainly showing a mixture of embarrass 
ment and stubbornness, finally consented to address the mechanical de 





ass- 


vice, 


Convention went on record as opposed to sound reproductions and 
mechanical contraptions, 

Statistical recapitulation of CBS’ first anniversary broadcast of ts 
Saturday night Swing Session (12) disclosed that Master and Variety 
records had the largest representation on the program. Those participat- 
ing from the Master and Variety ranks were Duke Ellington, Barney 


Bigard, Cootie Williams, Casper Reardon, Adrian Rolini, Johnny Williams 
and the Raymond Scott Quintet. Victor had Benny Goodman, Kay 
Thompson and Lionel Hampton; Brunswick, Teddy Wilson, Karl Kress 
Dick McDonough and Claude Thornbill, while the Decca label was repres 
sented by Glen Gray and Quintet du Hot Club. . 





Jerry Vogel is getting together with Remick on an agreement which wil! 
make the latter company the sole publisher of ‘Shine On, Harvest Moon,’ 
as affecting the tune’s renewal of copyright. Complications developed 
between the two pubs after Vogel had obtained Jack Norworth’s copyright 
renewal rights to the song, while. Remick retained control of the other 





end of the co-authorship from the estate of the late Nora Bayes. 
Vogel holds similar joint copyright renewals on ‘Take Me Out to the 


Ball Game’ and ‘Honey Boy.’ 


—_ —- 


which the station has added to spe- 
cial events equipment. 





Frank Craven wrote a race track 
yarn which Al Jolson will do on his 
broadcast June 29. 

Lewis Tee Garden took over Ray 
Appleby’s berth at KEHE (Los An- 
geles) as production manager. 





Harry Ommerle in Hollywood to 
produce Chesterfield show and as- 
sist Leonard Hole on Columbia’s 
Shakespearean cycle. 





Walter Cassel washed up his pic- 
ture contract and returns east with 
the Chevrolet troupe, 





Don Bernard at KNX (Hollywood) 
as producer. He was onetime pro- 
duction topper at KHJ. 





Mountain Music ~ 





Spartanburg, S. C., June 22. 

In eight Dixie states fiddles, banjos 
and guitars are being tuned up and 
dancing steps and routines rehearsed 
for what is expected to be the larg- 
est gathering of mountain music and 
folk dance ‘artists’ ever held. in 
America. 

Occasion will be the 10th annual 
Mountain Music and Dance Festival, 
Aug. 5-7, in Asheville, N. C, 

North and South Carolina, Geor- 
gia, Alabama, Virginia, Tennessee, 
Kentucky and West Virginia will 
participate this year. Previously the 
festival has been mainiy a Caro- 
linas event. 

The festivals draw 10,000 to 12,000 
per performance three days and 
three nights,. proving a gold mine 
for the Asheville chamber of com- 
merce, and following the 10th annual 
Rhododendron Festival, just closed. 

Newsreel companies will film the 
festival in sound, a custom for sev- 
eral years. 





WLW Wire, Newport, Ky. 


Consolidated Radio Artists has 
signed an exclusive booking contract 
with the Beverly Country Club, 
Newport, Ky., for a 26-week term. 
Set by Stan Zucker, manager of the 
Cleveland office. 

Barney Rapp will toot for the run, 
with a WLW wire. 





Frances Hunt Detonsilled 
Chicago, June 22. 
Judy Talbot goes into Stevens 
hotel here as vocalist with Lou 
Bring’s orchestra, replacing Frances 
Hunt. 


Latter girl is getting her tonsils 


' _DUKE’S 





WITTSTEIN’S YALE QUICKIE 

Eddie Wittstein came in on a fly- 
ing visit from the Hamilton hotel, 
Bermuda, to play the Yale Senior 
Prom Monday (21), an annual en- 
gagement, as Wittstein is the fave 
maestro at New Haven. Leader hails 
from N. H., and this year he tool 
up Ruth Robbins, WMCA songstress, 
as an added feature. 

Wittstein sails back to Hamilton 
today (Wednesday) for his extended 
engagement on the Queen of Ber. 
muda, 





Felix Ferdinando orchestra agented 
into Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa, 
July 3, by Consolidated. 













New Smash Hits 
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YOU CAN'T RUN AWAY ps 
FROM LOVE Borighe 


1 KNOW NOW 
THE SONG OF THE MARINES 


CAUSE MY BABY SAYSITS S 


0 
THE LADY WHO COULDNT 
BE KISSED 


NIGHT OVER SHANGHAI 
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HERALDING A NEW HIT DUO FROM BEN MARDEN’S SMART 
“RIVIERA FOLLIES OF 1937” 


THE IMAGE OF YOU 


’M HAPPY DARLING 
DANCING WITH YOU 


From THE PAN AMERICAN CASINO REVUE 


DON'T YOU KNOW OR DON’T YOU CARE 


LEO FEIST, Inc. © 1629 BROADWAY ® NEW YORK 
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Last Week's 15 Best Sellers 





*September 
*Never in 8 | 
Blue Hawall «--++-+++ee+s% 
*Sweet Leilani seceeseerees 

Carelessly 


eceeeseesesese®? eevee 


oeevee eeoeeeeeeeee 


eWas it Rain? : 
qWhere or When?...... 


*There’s a Lull in My Life...... 


* Jndicates flmusical song. 
others are pops 





ooks Like RAIN. ceereecccseveceoevseeseescesens 
It L in the Rain See SEES EHO SES EEE EES 
Million YEAS. .cercccccccscccsccccscees 
Merry-Go-Round Broke Down Steere esesesseesessene 
Sailboat in the Moonlight SOOTHER ORES eee eeeere 
*Where Are You? See eee SPST H FSH S OTHE TOE EHH eHES 
“Love Bug AD Ate TOUR sc cucctscdccence 
You and Me ee CPD BO DOD. 006466060 0eeeaee 
Having a Wonderful Time....... Sarde 
+ Indicates stage production song. The 


. Morris 

- Remick 

- Robbins 

. Famous 

» Harms 

. Select 

. Berlin 

. Crawford 
Feist 

.. Santly-Joy 
. Chappell 
ree y Santly-Joy 
Robbins 
paees Berlin 


... Paull-Pioneer 











Jimmy Campbell Breaks Away From 


Robbins: Ties In With Mills for U. 8. 


| (but more recently with the Wall St. 


American representation for Cine- 
phonic Music Corp., of London, has 
been taken away from the Robbins- 
Feist firms and given to Mills Music. 
Deal was set in New York this week 
by Jimmy Campbell, Cinephonic 
head, and Irving and Jack Mills. 
Campbell and Irving Mills sail Sat- 
urday to look over the British scene. 











| FLASHES — | 


Two New Instrumental Nevel- 
tes by the Publishers of 


“Nola” and “Polly” 


“CHINA DOLL 
PARADE”’ 


“WHISTLING 


MOSE”’ 


Distinctive Piano or 
Orchestra Specialties 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1280 SIXTH AVENUE 
ACA BYUILOING RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 














Announcing 

Three Big Song Hits 
from “SING AND BE HAPPY” 
The New 206th Century-Fox 
Musical 


‘Sing and Be Happy’ 


‘What A 
Beautiful Beginning’ 


‘Travelin’ Light’ 


PF MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO 


1250 SIXTH AVENU 


ACA BUILDING (RADIO CI 


NEW YORK 
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The Country’s No. 1 Song 


SEPTEMBER 
IN THE RAIN 


By WARREN and DUBIN 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 


1260 Bixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. Y. 
CHARLIE WARREN. Pref. Mer. 
es is eactnllatd nn. 
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Campbell has been in this country 
since April. 

Tieup with Campbell for the first 
time’ gives Mills a filmusical affilia- 
tion, only it comes from the British 
end, rather than from 
Mills Music for many months had 
been trying to ease into the Holly- 
wood picture. 

Completion of the pact has Cine- 
phonic music in the U. S. going en- 
tirely through Mills. Cinephonic is 
a subsidiary ef Gaumont-British 
much as Robbins-Feist have financial 
tie-ins with Metro, 20th Century- 
Fox and Universal. Because’ Camp- 
bell figured that Robbins-Feist and 
its other subsid music firms, such a¢ 
Miller Music, must emphasize plug- 
ging Metro, 20th-Fox and Universal 
films, he believed his 
filmusicals wouldn't get the neces- 
sary breaks, hence the deal with an 


otherwise unhampered and unaf- 
filiated house. 
Besides Gaumont, Campbell con- 


trols music of Lendon and Criterion 
films pius stage numbers in England. 

The Mills-Campbell deal will also 
take in a recording proposition as 
Mills now is managing director of 
the Variety and Master. disks 
(Brunswick affiliates). 


Tony Sacco, Sis Willner 
Form Songwriting Team 


Tony Sacco, guitarist and vocalist 
with Bob Grant's orchestra at the 
Clover Club, Hollywood, has formed 
a songwriting team with Sis Willner. 
They’ve completed 10 tunes. 

Miss Willner formerly did a col- 
umn on the Chicago Herald Ex- 


} 


PETRILLO ASKS AFM CONVENTION 


—< 


TO BAN RECORDINGS NATIONALLY 





Claude Lapham’s Book 
Plugs New Scoring Ideas 


Claude Lapham, Victor red _ seal 
recording artist, best known for his 
Japanese jazz works, and now on a 
tour under Nippon auspices, is 
author of ‘Scoring for the Modern 
Dance Band,’ which Pitman ($3) has 
issued. Lapham is an 





American 


|} maestro and composer who came to 


Victor attention with his Anglo- 
Japanese syncopation while stationed 
in Tokyo. He has also collaborated 
with Burton Crane of Tokyo (ex- 
VARIETY mugg in the Japanese capi- 
tal) on pop songs. To Stanley Nel- 
son of London and Crane of Tokyo 


Journal in N. Y.), Lapham dedicates 
his book. 

‘Scoring for the Modern Dance 
Band,’ as the title states, is an ultra- 
modern text guide which, with 


| musicianly cross-reference and many 


| practical 


| premise 
Hollywood. } 


examples, illustrates 
that the keynote of 
jazzique is the willingness to 
new ideas in orchestration. 
those arrangers who attempt the new 
and novel have commanded any at- 
tention, 


the 
1937 
‘dare’ 





Lewis, Nelson Foliow 


'Eaplains Situation in Chicago, Claiming He Was 
Forced to Protect Members—Tells How It Works 
in Regard to Radio, Theatres, Taverns 


} 


Only | 


By GEORGE WIEDERHOLD 


Louisville, June 22. 

The long agitated question of 
canned musie and recordings came 
to an issue Thursday (17) before the 
42nd annual convention of the 
American Federation of Musicians. 

Fireworks were touched off by 
James C. Petrillo, president of the 
Chicago local of the AFM, who has 
been the leader in the fight to regu- 
late and control mechanical repro- 
ductions of music. 

As the case now stands, the con- 
vention voted to refer some 15 reso- 
lutions on the subject matter of 
radio, recordings, and sound films to 
the international executive board of 
the Federation. Should the execu- 
tive board be unable to reach a solu- 
tion of the problem within thirty 
days after the close of the conven- 
tion, then the president has been in- 
structed to call a special convention, 
with delegates from each local rep- 
resented, and make final disposition 
of the recording question, which has 


| been the burning topic of this con- 


Vallee on Astor Roof 





Ted Lewis, current at Chez Paree, 


| Chicago, succeeds Rudy Vallee atop 


Gaumont | 


the Hotel Astor (N. Y.) Roof July 5. 


| Lewis stays at this spot a month and 


'clicked all last season, but 
|now on the Coast, has bought him- 


then Ozzie Nelson comes in to wind 
up the roof season. 

There was talk of Vincent Lopez 
coming back into the grill, where he 
Lopez, 


self some property in Hollywood and 
contemplates becoming a permanent 
resident. Lopez is also talking of 
going to Japan and other spots in 
the Orient on a tour. His ‘Japanese 
Jazz’ was premiered last Saturday 


| (19) en the Grace Moore-Nash pro- 


aminer under the byline ‘Dorothy | 


Dearbogn.’ 





PEG LA CENTRA GOES HOME 
Pittsburgh, June 22. 


gram. 





Music Notes 





Sigmund Romberg will write an 
original score for Metro's ‘Big City.’ 





Four tunes, ‘Mounted Love,’ ‘Tale notified of the regulations, which, }} 
a, in substance, said that ‘ne member 


| Mounty’ and ‘Little Son,’ have been| Of Chicago local 10 will be per- 


| bought by Al Herman, GN producer, | 


of Love,’ ‘Barbeeve Bill Was 


for ‘Renfrew of the Mounted.’ Betty 
Laidlaw and Robert Lively scrib- 


With his orch slated for film work | bled ‘em. 


on the Coast for the next two | 
months, Benny Goodman is drop- | 
ping his femme. vocalist, 
Centra, and she'll shortly rejoin Art 
Shaw’s band, with whom she was 


Peg La | 


featured before going with Good- | 


man, Girl closed here with Good- 
man at the Stanley last Thursday 
(17) and will hook on with Shaw 
when he opens an engagement 
Wildwood, N. J., this week-end. 

Shaw may also hold on to his cur- 
rent vocalist, Dorothy Howe, who's 
been with the band for two months. 





| 


in | 





Bob Haring, chief arranger for 
Shapiro-Bernsteia and bandman, is 
making it a four-week vacation on 
the Coast. 


Alfred Newman is musical direc- 





tor on Walter Wanger’s ‘52nd 
Street.’ 
Gus Kahn and Franz Waxman 


have completed ‘Who Wants Love?’, 


| which Joan Crawford sings in the 


Buckeye Lake Music List | 


Bands set for Buckeye Lake, Ohio, 
include Austin Wylie week of July 
11, Les Brown and the Duke Uni- 
versity Blue Devils week of July 19, 
Blue Barron week of July 25. 

Deals agented by Stan Zucker, of | 
the Cleveland CRA office. | 

Ted Fio Rito is reported to be con- | 
sidering reorganizing his band. 











With 


“A DAY AT 
TOMORROW IS 





f pleasure we announce a great musical score from MGM's 
orthcoming production FEATURING THE MARX BROTHERS 


The swell score, by Gus Kahn, Kaper and Jurmann follows: 


AMESSAGE FROM THE MAN IN THE MOON 
ALL GOD'S CHILLUN GOT RHYTHM 
BLUE VENETIAN WATERS 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION e@ 


THE RACES’’ | 





ANOTHER DAY 


799 7th Ave., New York 














| 


| Metro film, ‘The Bride Wore Red.’ 


Arthur Kaye has been set as 
musical director for Grand WNa- 
tional’s ‘Renfrew of the Mounted.’ 








C. Bakaleinikoff directs the scor- 





Phil Lambkin at Chamberlin-Van- 


derbilt, Old Point, Va., with nightly | 


jairings from WGH, Newport News | canned music had usurped the privi- 





| recording 


vention. 
Weber Gave Consent 
Petrillo, who took more than an 
hour to explain the workings of the 
matter in his Chieago 
jurisdiction, received the unanimous 
support of the convention, and 


| Joseph H. Weber, president, took the 


opportunity to make clear that the 


action Petrillo had taken was with 


| years. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
} 


| 


'ing of Grand National’s ‘Something 
, | to Sing About.’ 


Jerry Johnson set for four-week | 


gallop at Guyon’s Paradise Ball- 


room, Chicago, 


Charles Dornberger has signed 
with Consolidated. Band was for- 
merly agented by Music Corp. 





Geldie on Own 





Chicago, June 22. 
Harry Goldie, trumpet player with 
Paul Whiteman’s orchestra, under- 
stood quitting to set up his own 
band. 
If and when, will take up a De- 
troit musical aggregation. 


his full knowledge and consent. He 
pointed out that the Chicago local 
was the largest, most prosperous, 
and most influential in the entire 
Federation, and that his office and 
that of Petrillo had always worked 
harmoniously and for the progessive 
interests of the organization. He 
labeled as false the eharge in a re- 
cent magazine issue, that Petrillo 
was the dictator and real power be- 
hind the throne in the AFofM. 

The recording questions, according 
to Petrillo, has been under consider- 
ation by the Chicago lecal for two 
He said that last January he 
decided that the question could not 
be evaded any longer, and that ef- 
fective February 1, 1937, drastic reg- 
ulations concerning the making of 
records by musicians in the Chicago 
local were put into effect. All re- 
cording and broadcasting firms were 


mitted to record witheut the per- 
mission amd under the exact terms 
set forth by the loeal.’ 

Petrillo stated that he knew when 
he made this drastie ruling that the 
first move of the recorders would 
be te go somewhere else and makeé 
the records. His point, however, was 
that nothing had been gained up to 
that time toward the solution of the 
question and he deemed it wise to 
act promptly in erder to bring the 
problem a head. 

Petrillo said he realized his aetion 
would eost his loeal plenty, but he 
felt that there was a principle in- 
volved, and when settled, would be 
of immense benefit to the Federa- 
tion as a whole. Petrillo declared 
that am orchestra receiving $1,508 for 
a recording would mean eventually 
a loss of approximately $1,500,000 in 
wages by the time the recording was 
discarded. 

Picture Angle 


Next Petrillo took up the matter 
of sound pictures, which he said 
came in the same category as the re- 
cordings. In this field, he said, 


leges of living musicians, and the re- 
sult has been that this field of em- 





ployment is practically closed to 
A. F. of M. members. Petrillo’s rul- 
ing was that each motion picture 
house charging 25c. or under be 
compelled to employ a pianist or 
organist. Each house charging 


over 25c. admission 
to employ an equal number of live 
musicians as is used in the produc- 
tion of the sound picture. This state- 
ment received tremendous applause 
from the delegates. 

The regulation on recordings is in 
effect that each record be labeled 
‘for home use only.’ Radio stations 
using records are to be instructed to 
abide by a ruling that they must 
employ live musicians in the same 
number as were required make 
tha recording. Taverns and night 
spots are required also to employ a 
number of musicians equal to those 
represented in the making of the re- 
cording. Every orchestra or musi- 
cian making a recording is required 
to file the number of same with the 
Chicago local. 

Petrillod emphasized that no local 
in the future can succeed at the ex- 
pense cf the weaker locals: He said 
his proposition in simple form was, 

@ontinued on page 68) 


will be obliged 


to 





| Hum 
a Waltz 


From 20th Century-Fox's 
My Affair” 


Without Your Love 


From Hal “Pick a Star” 


Midnight In Mayfair 


Enrope’s Keigning Orchesira 
Novelty 


Kitchy- 
Mi-Koko Isle 


England's Novelty Success 





“This Is 


Roach's 


Miter Music, jnc. 
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The English Swing 
Novelty Hit 


‘CUBAN 
PETE’ 


Watch This Number Sweep 
The Country! 


Still the Nation’s Waltz 
Favorite 


‘SEVENTH HEAVEN’ 
NUL, 
—— 4. 


HOLLYWOOD SONGS~ 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORK NY 
PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen Mar 
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GORDON and REVEL Click Again! 





Featuring Walter Winchell, 








Robbins Music Corporation 


NEVER IN A MILLION YEARS 
THERE’S ALULL IN MYLIFE WAKE UP AND LIVE 
'M BUBBLING OVER 





in 20th Century-Fox’s “WAKE UP AND LIVE” | 


Ben Bernie and Alice Faye 


IT’S SWELL OF YOU 





© 799 7th Ave., New York 




















and Dr. Wilhelm Plage, German at- 


torney, looking toward a reduction | > pe 
of winking at copyright laws. 


catego 


ae Bhiecabel 





Corman Attorney for Japan to Bases. 
Payoff on Int'l Music Royalties 


Tokyo, June 8. | cx 
producers, motion pix cos. and th¢ 
li 
after clubs, dance halls and similat 
yroups. which have been in the habit 


Negotiations between Kvosuke 
fami of the -Nippon. Music Society 


royalties on music controlled by 


Plage’s principals, ended in-no dice, 
according to: a statement made by 


Plage 
This means that unless Plage 
lents. suits: against 100 or more in- 


fringers wilt be prosecuted. German 


sal authority claims that court 


»procurator advised Kami .to make 
settlement According to Plage 

‘epresents the ASCAP, the Inter- 
national Bureau for Protection oi 
Mechanical Copyright, the BIEM and 
numerous individual composers and 
publishers and intends to collect 
royalties wherever due. So far, his 
efforts in that direction have been 
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Hanms Presents : 


The Novelty Sensation 


THE MERRY 
GO ROUND 
BROKE DOWN 


THE LITTLE 
OLD FASHIONED 
MUSIC BOX 


VIENNA DREAMS 


I’M HATIN’ THIS 
WAITIN’ AROUND 


THE MOON IS IN 
TEARS TONIGHT 


From WS Pred., “Kid Galahad” 


BORN TO LOVE 


From FN’s “Talent Scout” 
* 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bidg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof, Mgr. 





tunes is abou 


A n, membership in whicl 
mntitles the ticket holders to a re- 
ff half the regular price 
One of the functions: of the n 
to collect royalties or Jat 
n plaved in forelgn count 
Hoy much of this is beimg done 


Dr. Plage declined to estimate. 


Musicians Adv. 








. «+ | 
ynfined to orch leaders, theatrica 


‘-e but. from now. on, he is goin”’ 


At present, the rate for copyrighted 
t $1.50 per throw, but a 
In whole ale lot 

e difficulty In mrkm 
etis I e has organized th 
Authors ana Pub- 


Lists All Union 
Spots in Troy 


Troy N. Y June 22 


Most Played on Air 


Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABCT are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
tiirough Saturday (June 13-19). 
It Locks Like Rain } 
‘Joe Morrts) | 

Sailbcat in Moonlight | 
it rawierd?) 

*Septcmber in the Rain 

* shaven Go- Round Broke Down 
(Harms) 

tWhere or When 
(Chanvpell 

*Sweet Leilani 

*They C an't Take That Away 


*Never in a Million Years 
Cc arele ashy 


There’ sa ‘Lu in My Life 
ik i ) 


*Blue Hawaii 

*All God's ( hillun Got Rhythm 
Me and You That Used to Be 
‘They A AN Laug xyhed 

*Was It It ‘Rain? 


i-anily-J ’ 
*Good Morning 
ikamous) 
weamtene 
iro? 


When Tw o Love Each Other 
(Toe Da ) 
*Where Are You? 


7 
Little Dream Ranch 
hae Os the Moon 


Love ‘Bes ‘Wilt Bite You 

. oe St HON for Words 
(Harms 

*You’re Leokins for Romance 

*Tesmerreu Is Another Day 





e ee 


Production Number 





With the opening of the 
season, advertisement was inserica 
n Troy papers, listing 20 area 
sstablishments as the ‘or: 7 pl: 
employing union orchestras’ : 

ig locations and names of 


Tabbed: Rainbow Gardens, Carty 
Warhurst’s band: Club Morocco, Pat 
D’Auria’s orchestra: Old Heidelberg. 
Eagle Mills, Walt Wein’s Merry- 
nakers: Crooked Lake Hotel. Allan 
McGrath's band; The Barn. Cohos 
Tom Wagner's band: White Horse 
Tavern, Morrie Hoffman: Circle Inn 
Latham, Ray Mulholland’s Music 
Gainor'’s Restaurant, Micky Mann’s 
Music: Van Schaick Island Restau- 
rant. Cohoes, Charles Harbrecht's 


Music; Hendrick Hudson Hotel 
Ma Komertz’s orchestra: Hote 
Troy, Pat Conte; Crescent Casino 


Crescent, Tee Davison: Minko's 
Burden Lake, Happy Dean's orches- 
-Isior House, Snyder's Lake 
tan Milos’ band; Bohemian Tavern 
henectady Road. ill Hartley: 
mmy’s Frolics, Troy, Dinty’s Ter- 
race Garden, Cohoes-Saratoga Road; 
Sleasman’s Hofbrau, Shaker Road. 
Totem Lodge, Burden Lake. 


A 





Charley Agnew’s band into Bill 
Green’s roadhouse, Pittsburgh, for 
an indefinite engagement, following 
in Russ Lyon, whe stayed only one 
week because of previous bookings. 
Charley Gaylord slated for a return 


engagement at this spot shortly. 


| MCA handled. 





AMERICA'S BEST SELLER 


wo 


Sweet Leilani 


By HARRY OWENS 


Who Now Offers Another Gorgeous Fox Trot in 


Dancing Under 


the Stars 


Published by 
SELECT MUSIC PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


1619 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 
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Wil Roland Drops 
Baton to Join MCA ‘ 


Pit tsburgh, June 22. 
Will Roland (Ryshanek), local 
bandleader for the past five years, is 
giving up the baton to become as- 
sistant to Morry Lipsey in Chicago 
office of Music Corp of America. 
His outfit has been a long-time fea- 
ture at swank Hotel Schenley here, 
and he is turning it 
pianist, Howdy Baum, who will con- 
tinue under latter’s name in future 
A 


over to his 


t same time Roland also stated 
rried since 
May 10 to Katherine Rodgers, a non- 
pro. Ceremony took place in Cleve- 


\ 
that he’s been secretly ma 


land, 


New CRA Gen. Mgr. 


Stanford Zucker, of the firm’s 
Cleveland office, has been named 
general manager of Consolidated 
Radio Artists by Charles E. Green, 
prez. Will handle sales for the whole 
firm, working out of the h.o. Suc- 
ceeded by his brother, Ben Zucker, | 


as manager of the Cleveland office. | 


Also named by Green is Milton 
Roemer as v.p. in charge of nitery 
and hotel end. 

Earl Thomas, formerly in charge 


of radio for the A. & S. Lyons | 


agency, has been named radio di- | 
rector of CRA. 





Crosby’s Route 


Bob Crosby’s band opened a/| 


week's stay at Eastwood Gardens, 
Detroit, Mon. (21) following which 
they swing east to Johnson City, 
N. Y., for a one-nighter July 4. 


Orch comes into New York July | 
5 and 6 to do some recordings for | 


| Decca, then to Boston for five-week 
engagement July 8 at the Ritz Carl- 
ton hotel. 





FORCED PEDALING 
Conflicting bookings will force 
Frank Dailey’s Orchestra, current 
outfit at the Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., to shuttle nightly be- 
tween the Route 24 spot and 
Brighton Beach, 

He opens at latter spot week of 
July 4. 


Bob Tank Into Chicago 
Chicago, June 22. 

| Bob Tank brings a musical aggre- 
gation in from the Trocadero on the 
Coast to open at the Lake Shore 
Athletic Club here for the summer. 

Known as the Manhattans, orches- 
tra was set by Musie Corp, 


Carlos Molina Into Stevens 
Chicago, June 22. 
| Carlos Molina orchestra opens at 
Stevens hotel here Thursday (24), 
| for four weeks. 
Set by Consolidated Radio Artists. 


4 


BD ocromasocane June 





John Briola’s orch has assignment 


|for Seaside. Park, Virginia Beach, 
| Norfolk, during rest-of June: 
| 





Immigration difficulties have forced | 
Toronto-born Reggie Childs to car- | 
|cel one-nighter at Palais: Royale, To- | 
ronto. Booking was -through Consol- 
|idated for Monday. (28). Joe Venuti 
|orch appears July 7. 


Glen Gray and Casa Lomans are 
arranging Lew Porter's. swing rhum- 
ba, ‘Frijoles,’ first. tume. band has 
done a rhumba. Lyrics are by Lyle 
Womack, 


Georgie Stoll pacted to direct Cole 
Porter’s tunes in Metro’s ‘Rosalie.’ 


Jackie Coogan and his newly 
formed band made their debut at 
Vallejo, Calif., last week 


Segar Ellis orch moved into the 
Pan-Pacific Auditorium, Los Angeles. 

Charles Truckee orch at Club Hol- 
lywood, Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Louis Armstreng band Sunday 
(27) at Roton Point park, South Nor- 


valk 


Billy Brooks band, out of Totem 
yte, Norumbega Park, Mass., jump- 
ing around Connecticut. 


DD 
i 


Phil Harris will play one-night 
stand at Dreamland Auditorium, San 
Francisco, July 1. 


son Beach, Detroit, June 24. 


Alan Clegg orch. anchored for the 
three months at Florence Inn, 
C. airo, N. X. 


Charlie Dornberger orch, now 
under the CRA banner, opened Tues. 


(22) at the Peabody Hotel, Memphis, | 


succeeding Clyde McCoy. 

Nano Rodrigo rhumba band set for 
Ben Marden’s’ Riviera, opening 
June 29. 

Ina Ray Hutton’s Melodears off on 
on a short tour of midwest cities. 


Jack Russell orch, currently at the 


Golfmore Hotel, Grand Beach, Mich.. | 


has been extended there for the 


summer through the Chicago office | 


of CRA, 


Bestor, August 22, is the CRA line- 
up for Pleasure Beach Park, Bridge- 
port, Conn, 


Zinn Arthur orch abandoned a 
scheduled road tour in order to con- 
tinue for the duration of the season 
at Pinebrook, Nichols, Conn, 


Shep Fields’ orch now being heard | 
both day and night at the Surfside | 
Club, Atiantic Beach, L. I. Plays} 





Willard Robison 
vith Consolidated. 


Harry Rosenthal 
at the Versailles, N. Y. 


Frank Novak 





» 1937 


ee ee — 


_ On the Upbeat 


his records 
- setting-up exere 


| the tlab beach in the daytime. 


IS@s on 


now fea. 


with Johnny Messner’s band 
‘at the Hotel McAlpin roof, N. yY, 


Husk O'Hare has signed with CRA, 
| Orch wi} be b ocked out 


of agency’ 4 


contract renew ad 


5 R gig 
rth he 
i set ‘4 
Hotel 


August 20, 


band has signed 


has been 


‘arl ‘Deacon’ 


a date at 


side Park, Barnesville, Pa.. Juby 
5, CRA handling. McCoy opens to- 


the Paramount, N, Y, 








«9 a : 
Ace Brigode orch. opens at Jeffer- 





Johnny Hamp, July 18, and Don} 
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RIFT IN BRITI 





"(Chi Agents Get Momentary Scare 
On Legal Points, 


6 





Chicago, June 22. 

After being neglected since the 
new code of laws governing Mlinois 
private employment agencies went 
into effect, July 1, 1935, vaudeville 
agents here were suddenly sum- 
moned to appear before the labor 
poard Wednesday (16), and ‘straight- 
en out some misunderstandings in 
the interpretation of the law.’ After 
listening to table-pounding on one 
particular section which, seemingly, 
was universally violated, and spend- 
ing a_ sleepless night worrying, 
agents breakfasted next morning, 
reading that the Illinois Supreme 
Court had declared that particular 
section of the law unconstitutional. 

Section in question forbids wage 
assignments in private employment 
agency contracts, thus eliminating 
any clause which assigns a percent- 
age of salary to the agent. At the 
fime of the meeting, W. Frank 
Walkowiat told the agents that the 
clause would have to be eliminated 
in all contracts, and the boys would 
have to be satisfied in letting the 
acts, rather. than the managers, pay 
them their commission. 

Argument and objections to this 
plan by the agents, to the effect that 
acts sometimes forget to pay off, at 
least promptly, were laid on the 
table, Walkowiat explaining that it 
was the law, and that the only way 
agents could get around it was by 
booking acts net and having a 


separate contract with the theatre | 


manager. Or else by having act 
sign an IOU for the commission 
amount, being careful, however, to 
see that it made no mention of be- 
ing an assignment of wages for em- 
ployment fees. 


Who’s te Blame? 


Walkawiat also told agents that if | 


they considered the present legisla- 
tion inadequate, they had only them- 
selves to blame, because when the 


new code was drawn up in 1935 they | 


made no attempt to have their needs 
known. Told the boys that what 
they should do is get up an organiza- 
tion of their own now, for the pur- 
pose of handling such deals, and, 
since it was too late for this year's 
assembly, to plan to take steps at 
next year’s legislative sessions. 

Agents are pretty much agreed 
that they don’t want any organiza- 
tion. So the idea of an agents’ or- 
ganization, whether business or so- 
cial, was nixed immediately. Sev- 
eral offices, however, plan to see 
what they can do on their own next 
year. 

Morning after, the report of the 
Supreme Court’s decision that the 
n0-wage-assignment clause is 
constitutional made everybody 
happy. However, the labor board 
office declared that it would still 
continue to enforce the law until it 
received official notice, which would 
not be for 20 or 30 days, and there 


Was @ possibility that the case would | 


get a re-hearing. 

Walkowiat also set himself as out 
to nab agents with sidewalk offices 
and no licenses. Declared that he had 
done some. work along those lines, 
and that it wasn’t hard, since a con- 


Viction can be made in Illinois by | 


nothing but &@ business card for evi- 
dence, 

; More agents in this territory than 
i a long time, 79 being regis- 


territory, and the other in Joliet. 


Lipstone Sets P. A.’s 
For B & K Theatres 


Chicago, June 22. 
m his European va- 
Lipstone, booking man- 
for Balaban & Katz, has set 
a name attractions for the two 
it in oy Stage spots. Martha Raye 
A r the week of either July 30 
ug. 6 for the Chicago. 
Si ©ward, Fine and Howard (Three 
ne are coming into the Ori- 
Herman 4 month: also Gene Austin. 
an Bing comes in next month 


9, either ; ; 
riental, for the Chicago o1 











Returned fro 
“ation, Lou 
ager 
Sve 


un- | 


ered, of whom 78 are in Chicago | 


But It's Much Ado 


Can’t Take It, Huh? 





Manner in which the dailies 
have taken Variety’s connota- 
tion of the ‘borscht circuit’ for 
the Catskill Mountain resorts 
has a number of the execs and 
advertising agencies connected 
with the summer hotels object- 
ing to the synonym as a mis- 
nomer, 

The passing years have seen 
the dialectics gone broad-A, 
they claim, and the borscht has 
given way to caviar and cur- 
ries as epicurean niceties. 
Furthermore, from summer ho- 
tels of the pre-prohibition vin- 
tage, they are now elaborate 
spas with ultra accourtements 
and environment, so would 
Variety and other proponents 
of the ‘Having Wonderful Time’ 
genera please lay off? 


LEON & EDDIE 
THEIR OWN 
LANDLORDS 














Leon Enken, Eddie Davis and their 
syndicate purchased the four build- 
ings housing Leon & Eddie’s nitery 
last week. This makes the second 
| West 52nd street (N. Y.) nite club 
to purchase its own premises. Jack 
& Charlie's Iron Gate, better known 
as 21, already owns 17-19-21 West 
52nd street, which houses 21 Brands, 
Inc., liquor importing business, plus 
; the restaurant. 

Leon & Eddie straddle the build- 
ings from 27-33 West 52nd street, 
and had to bid against the Rockefel- 
lers. L&E took it over from the 
State Mortgage Commission, which 
owned two of the buildings, and one 
each from the Gordon Bennett estate 
and the Guaranty Trust Co. 

Incidentally, Leon & Eddy’s and 
No. 21 are the only two spots doing 
any worthwhile business on Ameri- 
ca’s Montmartre. For the summer 
L&E shuttered its midday vaudeville 
and luncheon business, finding it 
wasn’t worth the overhead, however. 





B’way Nitery Ops Have 
Plenty Alibis for Poor 
Biz and Closing Doors 


always the 





The stock market, 
barometer for the niteries, reflects 
itself sadly on the cafe business 
|around New York. If it’s not the 
| Wall St. situation, the labor strike 
and general unrest are the alibis 
among the Bonifaces. 


There have been many early 
casualties as result, the spots that 
planned on staying open all sum- 


mer having already curtailed ac- 
tivities or planning to do so shortly. 





West 52d street is now almost as 
drab as 42d street because of the 
new lull. The Hollywood is doing 


| brutal biz, but the Paradise is hold- 
|ing its own through party bookings, 
\etc. Ben Marden’s Riviera is get- 
‘ting attention through .a combination 
‘of the new decor and the weather. 


Nothin’ Can Be Finer 


Charlotte, N. C., June 22. 


Units playing Carolina picture 


| houses right on into the hot weather | 
/and doing pretty good business in-| 


| clude: 


. | 








EUIGT AT oT AKE 


Union Cinemas Throws Stage 
Shows Out of 85 Houses, 
Which Splits VAF Ranks 
—Doubling Okay in Lon- 
don, but Not in Sticks 





MAY BE SHOWDOWN 


London, June 13. 

Squabble between Union Cinemas 
and Variety Artistes’ Federation has 
resulted in withdrawal of vaudefilm 
bills from Bernharda’s circuit. 

V.A.F. regulations forbid members 
doubling 
theatres nightly; Union cinemas de- 


performances in_ several 
clared it was the only way it could 
work variety in the 85 houses that 
run mixed programs. Federation re- 
fused to give way, although Union 
has given work to hundreds of per- 
formers, so stage shows are out. 

Trouble has caused a split in the 
V.A.F. with top-liners quit- 
ting membership rather than fall in 
with the antiquated and restrictive 
regulations, which permit doubling 
in London, but not in the sticks. 


PLENTY VALUE 
FOR PITTSB’GH 


ranks, 





Pittsburgh, June 22. 
Stage show situation is loosening 
up a bit again and the Stanley man- 
agement is breathing a bit easier, 
now that it begins to look as if 


there won't have to be a break in the 
flesh policy during the warm months. 
House has George Choos’ unit, ‘Paris 
on. Parade,’ current and next week 
follows up with Ozzie Nelson’s band 
and three Radio Ramblers. 

Holiday week of July 2, the 
Stanley gets Henry Armetta, around 
whom the house will build a vaude 
show including the Lathrop Brothers 
and Virginia Lee, with Duke Elling- 
ton and his band playing another en- 
gagement, fourth in as many years, 
July 9. Following two weeks are 
still open, but Harry Kalmine, WB 
zone manager, is heading east this 
week to fill ‘em. Three Stooges will 
head the bill week of July 30, their 
third booking at the Stanley in as 
many summers. : 

Likely that the house will have 
another Major Bowes unit in August, 


marking the second anniversary that 
the network tyros started at this 
site. Since then, an even dozen 


Bowes shows have played here, all 
of them, with one exception, to big 
biz. 


‘CRYING GOLDMANS’ 
TOGETHER AGAIN 


Reunion of Al and Jack Goldman 
after is occasioned by 
their joint operation of the Hickory 
Lodge, Post 
Westchester, as a summer adjunct to 
the Hickory chophouse in Times 
Square. They are united with Dutch 


many years 


Lodge, in 


formerly 


| Brown and John Popkin in the ven- 


ture. 
Al Goldman, who isn't in on the 





| 


downtown eatery, will have his own 
midtown spot this fall when he takes 
over Giolitos Roman Gardens, and 


Jack G. Van's unit of vaudeville! converts it into the Palace of Fu 
jacts, ‘1937 Folies D'Amour,’ ‘Casino| Man Chu, a glorified chowmeinery. 
| Revels.’ ‘Parisian Follies’ and ‘Breez-| Jack Goldman will concentrate on 


ing Along’ unit. 


his Hickory House. 
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INTI-DOUBLINE | Campaign Starts to End Enforced 


Mixing in Philly; Conditions Are 
Called ‘Worse Than Imaginable 





Subtle Hint 


Lancaster, Pa., June 22. 

When the Pa. Department of 
Revenue picks investigators to 
keep an eagle eye on the en- 
tertainment whirl, it does it in 
a double-barreled manner. 

Local b.o. spotier is Amos 
Schultz, who for most of his 
life was in vaude. Last act he 
did was Schultz and Rene, and 
the tax babies picked him out 
because he’s always done a 
brick shooting act—and did it 
pretty well. 


PA. TIGHTENS 
LIQUOR LAWS: 
TUFF CURFEW 











Philadelphia, June 22. 


Several important changes in 





+ 


— 


! 





laws, which will) 


effect on 


Pennsy’s liquor 


have a_ serious niteries 


Philadelphia, June 22. 

Double-barrelled campaign to end 
forced mixing by femme nitery en- 
tertainers is under way here. Philly, 
which undoubtedly has been one of 
the worst mixing situations in thé 
country, has been aroused by the 
plague and action is being demanded. 

Tom Kelly, prez of the United En- 
tertainers’ Ass'n, and largely respon- 
sible for passage of the recent law 
controlling bookers in Pennsy, has 
taken steps on two fronts to beat the 
forced mixing Situation. He has 
taken the matter up with both the 
Liquor Control Board, which grants 
licenses to niteries, and the Depart- 
ment of Labor and Industry, which 
regulates employment of _ enter- 
tainers. 

In a petition to the Liquor Board 
he asks that the phrase in the law 
prohibiting ‘soliciting’ in niteries be 
interpreted to eliminate femme per- 
formers drinking with guests. Pe- 
tition to the Labor and Industry De- 
partment asks it to eliminate agents 
who demand that girls mix. 

Kelly was kigh in praise of the 


Variety expose of conditions. He 
thought, if anything, it was con- 
servative. 


“VaRIETY Says that girls get two- 
week contracts,’ Kelly declared, ‘and 
are fired after the first week if they 
don’t act the way they're told. That's 
wrong. In Philly they only last three 


here, became law last week and £90 | days if they don’t mix.’ 


into effect July 1. 


‘As far as we are concerned,’ he 


Principal change, which resulted | continued, ‘operators of night clubs 


more from campaigning by legit li- 
censees than moral interests, 
force clubs to shutter between 3 a.m. | 
and 7 a.m. every instead of 
staying open all night, as at present. 
Legit niteries were howling that 
clubs—most of them with charters 
held by one man—were scooping the 
cream off profits with unlimited 
privileges and far less overhead. 
What will result from the new law 
depends, of course, upon how it is 
enforced. Many regularly licensed 
spots remain open all night now, 
without interference from the law, 
although legal closing hour is 3 a.m. 
Legislature has added five new 


reasons to causes for revocation of 
nitery licenses. They are: Permit- 
ting minors to perform any duties 
about the premises; permitting per- 
sons of ill-repute or minors without 
proper guardians to frequent the 
premises; cashing pay checks, ex- 
cept under Liquor Board regulations; 
failing to break liquor bottles within 
24 hours after the contents emptied, 
and advertising the price of liquor 


wil 


day, 





or beer outside of the premises. 

Liquor control board, under the 
new law is allowed to suspend or 
revoke licenses, a power now held 
by the county courts. This should 
serve to tighten enforcement by 
eliminating red tape. 


Flat $25 license fee for spots with | 


floor shows is upped in municipali- 
ties of 1,500 or more to 20% of the 
liquor license fee, with minimum set 
at $25. Local option referenda on 
liquor, which have been held in con- 
nection with the municipal prima- 
ries, can now be held only in pri- 
maries of odd-numbered years. 


Tabor, Denver, Adds Line, 





But Center Drops Shows. 


Denver, June 22. 

Tabor theatre, second-run Fox 
house, has added a line of girls to its 
stage show. Addition was made 
after tests made by Ralph Lee, man- 
ager, indicated that his audiences 
wanted the girls brought back. 

Center theatre has dropped stage 
shows for the summer. Plans are to 
return them in September. 


j}can have all the girls they want at 
tables. 
|must be hostesses, 


We don’t care. But they 
hired for that 
purpose, and do nothing else. We 
want our girls to do their scheduled 
number of turns during an evening 
and then be free. We're not going 
to stand for a 21-year-old girl singer 
being tossed out as bait to every 
Tom, Dick and Harry who wants to 
buy her a drink. And that’s what is 
happening.’ 

Kelly said the new law governing 
booking agents would do little to 
cure the mixing problem. Its only 
effect, he stated, would be to keep 
operators from firing girls before 
their contracts expired. Kelly said 
in any such case the UEA attorneys 
would bring suit Immediately for 
breach of contract. 

That is the extent of the law. It 
will probably hurt more girls finan- 
cially than help them in regard to 
mixing, however, because once they 
are listed by bookers as ‘non-mixers’ 
they simply won’t get jobs. That's 
why Kelly is so anxious to have the 
new measures. 





Ice Too Tough to Tote 
So Camden Passes Up 


Its Philly Vaude Show 


Camden, N. J., June 22. 

Stanley theatre, biggest Camden 
pic house, last week (19) departed 
from its usual practice of importing 
Earle (Philadelphia) vaude show for 
Sunday performances. Stanley, 
which offers life only on the Sab- 
bath, when all is celluloid in Philly, 
found it impractical to follow the 
two-year practice because of the na- 
ture of last week’s Earle bill. Philly 
house offered ‘Olympic Ice Festival’ 
featuring Kit Klein, cavorting on a 
specially-constructed ice-rink. 

Transporting the ice-slab and ac- 
companying paraphernalia across the 
river was viewed as an undue ex- 
travagance, so the Stanley manager, 
Joseph E. Murdock, used instead a 
bill topped by Baby Rose Marie. 
Latter came over from the Astor the- 
atre, Reading, Pa. 








Morten Gould, 23-year-oid ar- 
ranger and stick-swisher, has been 


, tabbed by Mills Music to top a new 


Educational Music Department 
publishing firm is setting up. 


the 
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Hawaiian Paradise, i wood, Points 
Up Growing Hula Nitery Vogue 


Hollywood, June 18. 

The hula vogue which obtains par- 
ticularly on the Coast, and is spread- | 
ing nationally, adds another new 
room to the already generous beach- 
saaniee atmosphere. Some credit this 
hot hula-hula yen to the big season 
which Honolulu has enjoyed of late: | 
some believe that ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par) and Harry Owens’ ‘Sweet 
Leilani’ hit song. put it over the top 

Anvway, the Hawaiian Paradise is 
the illustration of how this com- 
munity reacts to anything that 
smacks of showmanship. First of all. 
the dance floor is centered over a 
prop bamboo bridge, with a minia- 
ture rivulet around it Strictly | 
studio set stuff, but the picture col- 
gny always was a victim of its own 
racket. 

Piece-de-resistance is a male Ann 
Corio. Now, there’s a twist! Femme 
strippers are kinda dated, but a male | 


N. Y. Goes Hula 








The lei and hula atmosphere 
is percolating into the New 
York belt 

Leon & Eddie’s April in Paris 
Room has now been metamor- 
phosed into the Pago Pago 
Room. Tonight (Wednesday) 
at the Hotel Lexington, N. Y., 
the new Hawaiian Room (nee 
the Silver Grill), premieres, 
also including a tropical rain- 
storm effect, a la The Beach- 
combers, in Hollywood. 











stripper, bronzed, is somethin’ else 
again. This guy, a fine specimen, 
gets right down to the loin 
and then makes a cute nay-nay ges- 
ture when he does the characteristic 
hand-and-finger calisthenics which 
distinguishes Hawaiian dancing. 

Of course, there are other hulaists;: 


also an interesting hybrid Hawaiian- | 


plus a Hawaiian 
in semi-swing 


Chinese songstress, 
band which plays 
tempo. 


Frank Borzage. picture director, is | 
Anyway, he’s | 
around every night, which may have | 


said to be the angel. 


1 the drinks tariffed according to pop 


New York scale. Besides which | 
there’s a famine on ice. ; 
However, they go for ‘atmosphere 


took, 


| town 


ever, 





|)» 


awed. 


Wednesday, June mi 

















in Hollywood, and while the idea is 
new the suckers will flock in oe 
Abe 


BON AIR 


(CHICAGO) 


more frequent, and in a 


wide-open | 


Chicago, June 21. 
Gambling casinos in connections | 
with niteries are known the coun- | 
try over. It’s gotten to be more and | 
| 
| 


they pay 
whatever 


where 
or 


like Chicago 


plenty for protection, 


it takes not to be bothered too much, | 


they make no bones about it. 
perhaps a new high in frank- 
ness: is: having the nite club m. c.. 
in this instance Frank Hall. bow-off 
by openly inviting the kiddies into 
the casino. 

It’s a survrise to tourists, 
locals say that, because of the 
tection’ system, it makes no differ- 
ence. 

The Bon Air 
across the county line 
west It's in a community 
abounds in roadhouses. It’s 
bargain value, if one overlooks the 
casino adjunct. 

There’s a corking golf course and 
clubhouse: a $2.50 table d’hote 
quite a little floor show thrown in: 
plus Earl Hoffman’s MCA band. In- 
cidentally, the first time seen, Is 
MC A’s sub-bitting on the band-stand. 


| along with Hofiman s moniker. 


| sereen-test 


cloth. | 


$600 attractions. 


inspired the talk. Borzage laugh- | 
ingly joshes the idea, but doesn’t 
specifically deny it. 

Piace is large, with two rooms— 
one a pop-priced interior where a 
$1.50 minimum obtains; the other 
slaps a $1 couvert on. That’s a 


rough tap, and offers nothing but at- 
mospherer Not worth it. Nor are 








Show People All the World Over Will 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER «1.0 


TAILOR 


(Formerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
Is Now Located at More Commodious 
Premises at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG, 











AGENTS 


Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 

In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 


Write for particulars 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St. New York, N. ¥. 


Birthday, 











is an affable m. Cc. 
potentialitv. He barv- 
tones a fair song and looks well, al- 
though he depends too much on the 
same style of number. 

Garron and Bennett are a ball- 
room pair who illustrate that either 
the inns and cafes will buy $150-$200 
tvpe dance acts or they jump up to 
There’s little in- 
and Bennett are 
doing a quite 

An attempt 
Rach- 


Hall 


between. Garron 
in the former category. 
conventional repertoire. 
at novelty with a dance to 
maninoff’s Prelude ends there. 
Jeanne Walker is the tapster 
the Burke Sisters 
Cov. at least two do. Anyway. they 
seat. truck. hi-de-ho and harmonize | 
in accepted cafe style. Abel. 


and 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Dr. Karl Fischell to Europe for 


lan extended visit. 


Gertrude Broderick (Detective 
Johnny’s sister) here for a summer 
vacash; it’s a yearly event. 

Milton Cohn, ex-blackface comic 


/and state commander of the D. V. A., 





| 


agling the Will Rogers’ and visiting 
Fred Rith, his old-time partner. 


Joseph (Warner Bros.) Dabrowski | the laughs. 


on a week-end visit here. 

Frank Kaiser and Frank Curran, 
ex-newspaper and theatrical muggs, 
back here from Miami ior their 
usual summer Saranac run. 

Constance Reeves now doing well 


_ with music studios here and Lake 


Placid. 


Danny Murphy, who has_ been 





BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46'™ ST. NEW YORK 
Bryant 9-7800 





J. H. 


LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 








with | 


with a | 


How- | 


but the | 


‘pro- | 


is outside of Chicago, | 
to the north- | 
which | 
really | 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| Film Booking 


(3) look the Mc- |} 


New Yorking for the past two years, 
now interested in a booking office 
and reported doing well. 

Catherine Keenan, Lambs’ Club 
telephone operator, ozoning here. 

Marion Perrotte, formerly con- 
nected with the N. V. A. sanatorium, 
will marry Darrell Joyce of Lake 
Kushaqua, N. Y. 

Write te those that you know in 
Saranac and elsewhere who are sick. 





Broadwayites Clicking As 
H’wood Restaurateurs 


gwriter and for- 
Berlin & Snyder; 
known as Joe Cook’s 
and pal; and Bob Mur- 
vaude comedian, who is also 
actively in and out of picture chores, 


Ted Snyder, son 
merly of Waterson, 
Dave Chasen, 
Stage stooge 


phy, 











SHRINERS’ CONCLAVE 
PEPS DETROIT BIZ 


Detroit, June 22. 
Local nocturne spots are expecting 
the biggest single chunk of biz in 


moons. this week during a four-day | 


conclave of Shriners, and attractions 
have been stepped up all around. 
More than 100,000 visitors are here 


for the meet, 
Several spots, minus air-cooling 
|}systems and which usually would 


| have been shuttered 
| hot months, 


are now prominent in Hollywood | 
nite life 

Snyder's, on the ‘Sunset Strip’ in 
Hollywood, is bankrolled by Preston 


Sturges, scenarist 
befriended 


, who was formerly 
by Snyder when Sturges 


| are 
| wood has the Dick Stabile orch, 


| Crosby's 


already for the 
are sticking around until 
after what is hoped will be a big 
kill, Ten-Forty club, which closed 
its doors a couple of weeks ago, re- 
opened Saturday (19) under the ban- 
of Max Silk, with Bobby Cook 
and Honey Sisters ng the bill. 
Outdoor dance-di West- 
wood, Eastwood Beach 
also share 
the West- 
plus 
Eastwood harbors Bob 
orchestra; while the Jef- 
has Sammy Ka band. 


ner 
to ppl 
nk 
Jeffe 
ipating a 

floating 


spots, 
and rson 
antic 


coin 


good 
of around, 
Ethel Shutta: 
ferson ye's 


‘Agent Sues Jan Peerce 


tried writing song lyrics. Harold 
Ross, editor of The New Yorker, is 
Chasen’s 50% partner in Chasen’s | 
Southern Spit, a chophouse which | 
didn’t do well at pop prices, but is 
clicking now that Chasen flies his 
$3-per-copy steaks in from N. Y. and 
attracts the executive Hollywood 
patronage Bob Murphy, who has 
been in and out of cafes and restau- 
rants both in N. Y. and Hollywood, | 
now has a chicken spot, also in 


Hollywood 


© 15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Variety and Clipper) 











Famous Players started its first 
talent school Part of the course 
was a code of practice from clean 
living to ‘don’t tip the director.’ 


Robertson-Cole changed its title to 
Office. Branch of an 
export agency 
it product to sell. 
| Bony took it over 
of RKO. 


Joseph P. Ken- 


and it’s 


| €ncouraged by his brother, Ben, 
Dave Bernie tacked vaudeville with 





| Music 


» iin a 


t Nat 


| to 
| er’s 


| 


and designed to give | 


now part | 


For 1006 Back Commish 


Jan Peerce, 
Hall, 


suit for 


singer at Radio City 
named 
$100,000 
Supreme Court 
D;-Kane, 
Peerce 
tract 


was defendant 


the N. Y. 

Thursday (17) by 
agent, who claims 
breached a long-term con- 
under which the plaintiff was 
receive part of 15% of the 
earnings. 

Plaintiff alleges that he and 
lio A. Roxas, Peerce’s then 
rep, contracted in 1927 
the singer’s affairs for 
Kane was to get 10% 
income for the first 10 
5% for the remainder. 
had signed the contract, 
leges, under his right 


in 


sing- 


Ame- 
personal 
to handle 
15 years. 
of Peerce’s 
years and 
The singer 
Kane 
name, 


ai- 


Jacob 


| Perelmuth. 


| torney, 
| Kane to supply a bill of particulars. 


la piano-singing act. Got over well, 
| but no bonfire 
| Margaret McKee breaking in a 
whistling at the 5th Av. Later as/} 
| ‘Mickey’ was one of Roxy’s stand- 
| bys. 

Fannie Brice was doing her second 
week at the N. Y. Palace. Peggy | 
|Wood on the same bill and Sarah 


Padden brodied in a sketch. 


Mae West was knocking ’em at the 
Riverside. Joe Cook in to supply 
She was solidly over, 


Alex Hyde’s orch topped the first 
half bill at the State. Girl band 
showed improvement, but didn’t hold 
up business. Too hot. 


Vaniery inaugurated a phonograph 
record critical department. Then, as 
| now, Abel chauffeured. 


World at Home carney got the 
boots in Philly. Gambling angle too 
strong, and didn’t shut when cops 
ordered. 


Los Angeles Examiner, Hearst 
publication, giving as much as two 
pages a day to a ‘discovery’ stunt 
in co-operation with Goldwyn. About 
the first, and a knocker-outer, Win- 


| ners got pix jobs. 


Legit hot for a Hays of its own. 
Augustus Thomas 
one got the job. 





Frank Morrell joined the San 
Diego police foree: As the tenor of 





| 


| Shean in a jam over the ‘Mr 
| gher’ 


| 38 weeks 


} num 
| beat 





That Quartet he had been in the big 
money, but his voice was gone. 


Bryan Foy and Gallagher and 
. Galla- 
Foy contended he had 
not sold them the publication rights. 


song. 


Columbia burley wheel announced 
with no layoffs. 

Reported that the 
show would skip Chicago to 
Hagenbeck-Wallace to the 
Coast. Had been fighting ever since 
the start of the season. 


Rotating stocks. one night to a 
town each week, were making coin 
in plenty of spots. Mostly off the 
regular road routes. 


favored, but no 





| 


Ringling-Bar- | 





In 1928, Kane claims, 
appeared.’ He assumed 
name, it is claimed, 
could not locate him. 


Peerce ‘dis- 
his present 
that Kane 
as released 


so 


Rox 


the singer of liability for his share 
in the contract in 1933. Kane will 
ask the Court to direct the singer 
to account for his earnings since 
the contract was signed and to ap- 


pear for examination before trial of 
the action. Peerce, through his at- 
has asked the Court to order 





Kazoo’s Hollywood Reopens 
Kalamazoo, Mich., June 22. 

Club Hollywood reopened to ca- 
pacity here Friday (18) after com- 
plete remodeling. Improvements 
make this spot more effective as 
the only important nitery here. 

Floor show will be flood-lighted | 
every Monday night for 
camera addicts. 





PITT. NITERY 
BIZ BOOMING 


Pittsburgh, June 22. 
Despite the prevalence of Strikeg 
in this vicinity and uncertain jp, 
dustrial conditions, it looks like the 
biggest summer in Pittsburgh’s nite 
club biz is under way. With mini. 





mum checks up over last year in 
most spots and cover charge putting 
in an appearance again, trade for 
the first few weeks of the warm 
weather season has been little Short 
of phenomenal. 

Week-end biz particularly hae 
been heavy, with roadhouses of big 
capacity turning ’em away n 


consis- 
tently. William Penn's Urban Roof 


has been filling up regularly during 
the week as well, with Happy Fel. 
ton’s orch, and the Nixon cafe, only 
air-cooled spot in town, has con- 
tinued to attract big coin. Only the 
second year the Nixon has operated 
during the summer. 

As a result of the unexpected 
boom, several new places are spring 


ing up. Frank Blandi, who operated 
the Willows last vear, is rem deling 
the old Sander’s Inn, which has been 
closed for some time, and will re. 
open it next week, while a flock of 
big barbecue stands on the out. 


skirts, heretofore peddling only food 
and drinks, are installing small. 
piece orchs hurriedly to cash in, 


WARING STARTS TREK 
EAST AT PAR, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 22. 


Fred Waring’s orch has been 
spotted for a week at the Paramount, 


here, commencing July 8. Date fol- 
lows’ crew’s washup in ‘Varsity 
Show,’ now being filmed at War- 
ner’s. 


Following the engagement here, 
the Waring troupe plays San Fran- 
cisco, Denver, Kansas City, Omaha, 
Minneapolis and a couple of other 
towns on its way east. 


Nitery Bookings 


Gomez and Winona 
rico and Novello at 
New York, Thursday 


Darrell and Young. and_ Claire 
Scott, dancers, added to the cast of 
‘Carnival Days’ at the Cocoanut 
Grove, Park Central hotel, N. Y. 


replace En- 
the Versailles, 
(20), 





Princess Aurelia, Tete and Kongo 
Dancers, Mlle. Denise, Arlene and 
McKay, Patricia Gilmore, Haines 
| Tate and Simpson and Nelson's Box- 
ing Cats opened the Pago-Pago 


candid | Room at Leon and Eddie’s, N. Y., last 


| week, 








LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
WEEK STARTING JUNE 24 


EMILE BOREO 


JUST CONCLUDED 106 WEEKS WITH 
CLIFFORD FISCHER’S FRENCH CASINO IN 
NEW YORK, PARIS, LONDON AND CHICAGO 








Dorothy Dare in the Chicago Tribune Says:—“That Emile Boreo 
whose antics are not only beau-coup terrific, but also tres chie 
ze nertz, is better at his own stuff than any of the many W® 
have seen use it, including the Ritz Brothers and Dave Apol- 
lon... and that the Warner Brothers, Twentieth Century-!0x 
and Selznick bookers could figure more profitably by contract- 
ing the original Wooden Soldier to film his “Chauve Souris” 45 
something unusual in this day of stereotyped musicals . at 
the same time grabbing off one of the best character comedians 
in the business for future nonmusicals.” 














EMILE BOREO @ Permanent Address @ ST. MORITZ @ N. Y. Cc. 











Direction: MUSIC 





RUFE DAVIS 


NOW APPEARING 


THE STARLIGHT ROOF, WALDORF-ASTORIA, NEW 


Leaving June 24th for Hollywood te appear in second Picture for P 
CORP. 
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Unit Reviews 


Mal Hallett Orchestra | 
(HIPPODROME, BALTC) 
Baltimore, June 19. 


Already a prominent name _ in | 
ines circles, Mal Hallett has added | 


a couple of acts to his combination | 
«nd judging from happenings on the | 
Hipp stage this week, should prove 
one of the wow attractions now be- 
ng offered combo bills. Using up 
a0 minutes to do his stuff, Hallett 
had to beg off or encore every num- 
per on opening show caught, 

Working full stage with a 
piece band made up of three sax, 
sve brass and four rhythm, setup 
‘eaiures a style of arrangement used 
Benny Goodman and Tommy 
Tyorsey.. Added to this, Hallett has 

advantage of some socko special- 

contributed by the bandsme: 

mselves, to. round out the con- 
«~ipbutions of the interpolated acts. 
Also handles m.c. stint himself in 
enthusiastic manner and works hard 
through entire doings, adding to 
effectiveness. 

Opening, a medley, featuring torrid 
arrangements of ‘Darktown Strut- 
1 Ball.’ ‘St. Louis Blues’ and the | 
oiher swing standbys, has Buddy 
Welcome, rotund saxophonist, 
handling the vocal and trucking on | 
down in fine fashion and good for a 
ousing send off. Charlie Blake, next 


12- 


» song and sizzling specialty on the 
drums, holds up the pace in great 
sivie and brings on Bud Sweeney 
(New Acts) for some okay gagging 
and impersonations. 

Great spot here for Frankie Carle, | 
who goes to town on the ivories 
with a sparkling version of ‘I’ve Got 


Rhythm’ with ‘Tea for Two’ next to 
permit act to proceed. Claire and 
Buddy Green, two personable young- 
siers, follow with okay hoof routine | 
afier which Teddy Grace, band’s 
femme vocalist, ties things up with a_-| 
rousing vocal of ‘The Lady Who 
Swings the Band.’ 

A top notch arrangement in ultra 
swing, of ‘Goona, Goona, Goo’ in 
which the entire band participates, 
the youngsters in the audience | 
hard put to keep from getting up | 
and going to town. 

Nice change of pace by Jerry 
Perkins, youthful vocalist, in glee 
club arrangement of ‘Gypsy Tea 
Room’ next with two encores, 
‘Where Are You?’ and ‘Beautiful 
Lady in Blue’ absolutely demanded 
and audibly received. Claire and 
EFuddy Green, back with okay 
rhumba tap followed. 

Spot here, wisely reserved for 
contribution of Joe Carbonaro, fat, 
bushy-haired bass player, a tough 
one after the wow stuff ahead but 
apple pie for this lad. A great clown, 
he nevertheless, plays a very legiti- 
mate bass, giving out with a diffi- 
cult rendition for this instrument of 
‘Nola’ followed by some slap stuff. 
Had to beg off with comedy vocal of 
‘Solo Mio,’ which still had audience 
begging for more. 

Hallett wisely swings into finale 
here, ‘Christmas Night in Harlem’ 
and sold right to the hilt with entire 
band and members of company par- 


has 





| tainly has what it takes. 


| tap 


| The 


| hoofing to ‘Bugle 


ticipating using some most effective 
phosphorescent costumes and props 


| to wang over a tuneful and color- 


ful curtain. 


Here js a stage unit that should 
panic them wherever played. 


Buri. 


BREEZING ALONG 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, June 20 





Cer- | 


| of Theatre Realty Co., 


This is the type of unit that brings | 


delight to a manager’s heart: 
the standard stuff in plentitude. plus 


the novelty and comedy needed to 
put it over with a bang. Owned and 


produced by Irving Lewis. there are 
16 in the company, including bands- 


men, and the show is élocked in 53 
minutes 
YT 4 4 
Ross Lewis. piano accordionist. 


and Grimes Sisters, Paula, Elsie and 


finish up with a fast stepping num- 

ber to ‘Mimi.’ to a fair hand. 
George Barker, impersonator 

ventriloquist, is next. 


and 
Impressions of 


| Charles Butterworth, Ned Sparks and 
Hardy, are quite credit- | 


Laurel and 
able. He uses no makeup. 
dummy he uses in-the 
In a suitcase and after the 
‘Let me out of here,’ Barker 
the dummy through his paces, finish- 
ing up with a song, ‘Shantytown.’ 

at this point begins to pick 


Show 
up speed. Harry Cornish and Jan 


The 
ventro act is 


| Dean bounding on for 10 minutes of 


speedy vaude stuff, starting off with 
a tap dance while seated in a couple 
of chairs. Cornish then plays ‘Dark 


| Eves’ and ‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes’ 
does a | 


in a sax 
while 


Dean 


and then 
‘Il Got Rhythm.’ 
warbles ‘Yeah. Man,’ 


specialty 
plaving 
girl 


It has | 


CLUBS 


VARIETY 








ment’s schedule, so unit was re- 
routined on second show, first ap- 
pearance of Lewis and Grimes girls 


and Manzel and Zita being elimi- 
nated, letting Cornish and Dean 
open. This gets it off to a faster 


start and chops out eight minutes of 
the running time without hurting the 
show. Lucchese. 





Bill Fox 


(Continued from page 3) 














former oper- 
ator of Fox theatre, and their attor- 
for 





neys, services on a judgment 
they obtained against Fox Theatres 
| Corp., receiver in New York for 
rental of local house from Oct. ? 
| 1931, to Feb. 15, 1933. So far $38,600 
has been eollected on judgment, 
| Which amounted to $773,300. Judge 
Moore’s* allowances were 3% each 
to James T. Blair and Edmund} 
Koeln, trustees, on money collected | 


Eve open show with:a harmony 
song. ‘Smile for Me,’ and-are fol- 
lowed- by Lew Mazel and Rose Zita, | 
dance team. who do a -ballroom 
dance to ‘Moonlight’ Madonna’ and 


on judgment; 15% to John S. Leahy, 
their counsel; 5% each to law firms 
of Bainton, McNaughton & Douglas, 


| New York, and Thompson, Mitchell, 
| Thompson & Young, St. Louis, and 
| $1,000 to John P. O’Brien, New York. 


familiar | 
puts | 


following it up with an exhibition of | 


Call Rag.’ Cornish 


|}comes on mounted on skates and 
armed with a fiddle, gliding about 
stage while playing ‘A Kiss in the 
Dark. ‘Shadowgraphs,’ done by 


George Barker on screen mounted in 
front of orch on darkened stage, also 
scores 

Mazel and Zita follow with ‘Dance 
of the Racketeers.’ an apache routine 
plus action that includes man grab- 
bing girl by the hair and swinging 
her around and around. 

Lewis and Grimes Sisters are back 
for a hillbilly melange that wows the 
customers. Following some patter 
between Lewis and femmes, latter 
warble a medley of back country 
tunes. They encore with one doing a 
tap routine. other two sisters playing 
fiddle and fiute and Lewis whipping 
the accordion. 

Bento Bros. Ernest and Jack, and 
Rita. who is Ernest’s wife, close the 
show with as finished a turn as Cap 
has booked in many a day. Trio 
scores with a rhythm acro routine, 
including flipflops and spins. 

Jan Dean next acts as emcee and 
introduces act at a time for finale. 
each doing a little bit of their stuff 
to a good hand. Show, as it stands, 
ran a little too long to suit manage- 


Last. three 
to Leahy. 
If any additional amount 
ceived on judgment, trustees were 
directed to pay from them per- 
centages allowed to trustees and at- 
torneys. Balance of judgment is de- 
pendent on litigation pending in 
New York in which receiver seeks 
recovery of funds from William Fox 
former head of Fox Company. 


fees were for services 


are re- 








Labor Socks 








(Continued from page 3) 

is true of Eastman Kodak common, 
now paying $5 annually in cash, the 
issue seldom selling more than five 
or six points below its 1937 high of 
$175.25. 

The most distasteful angle to com- 
panies striving to affect a _ saving 
through a campaign of converttng 
preferred into common shares is that 
these dull markets slow up the pro- 


cess to a snail pace. Seems little 
doubt but that lots of investment 
capital is locked up in stocks and 


owners are not particularly willing 
to add to their holdings under pres- 
ent conditions. In fact they do noth- 
ing—not even convert what shares 
they hold. 
Examples 

This was borne out in records of 
the N. Y. stock exchange listing com- 
nfittee on both Paramount and 20th- 
Fox stocks. These showed that only 
235 additional shares of Par com- 
mon were added in a week's time, 
the total outstanding shares now be- 
ing 2,385,032. This represented only 








NEW ACTS 


PROF. QUIZ 
Forum 

20 Mins. Two 
State, N. Y. 


Something of a novelty from radio, 
with an audience come-on for the 
final performances of a_vaudfilm 
date. The idea was first introduced 
by station WJSV, Washington, D. C.. 


which is owned by CBS, and the 
stunt belongs to the radio end. 

Jim McWilliams, from vaude, 
originated the program under the| 


title of ‘Uncle Jim’s Question Bee’ 
and for a time was identified. He 
was brought to New York on a split 


network arrangement with NBC, 
but passed out of the scheme. The 
current prefessor is Dr. Craig Earl, 


not billed and for its own trade rea- 


sons the station seeks to hide his 
identity. He is an affable, heavy-set 
| man. 

Applications may be made in the 
theatre lobby by those who wish 


to go on the stage to participate in | 


stunt. Semi-finals 
were announced for Tuesday and 
Wednesday, with the late perform- 
ance on that evening. determining 
the winner of a $100 prize. Names 
of four persons from out front were 


the questioning 


called, but only one responded, so 
the ‘committee’ was made up of 
volunteers. The professor work: 


istant and a woman 
score the right and 


with one male a: 
tabulator, who 
wrong answers. 
Questions are drawn from a hat 
and the prof asks four different 
questions. Sometimes the questions 
are corréctly solved and only some 
are difficult. Turn is something 
different for vaude. lbee. 


a few shares, perhaps less than 25, 
of the first preferred that were con- 
verted, the outstanding total for this 
class of stock remaining about un- 
changed at 147,710. 

Conversion of preferred into com- 
mon by 20th Century-Fox was more 
successful, with 1,477 more common 
shares being added, making 1,715,386 
outstanding and just 967,956 pre- 
ferred listed as outstanding. Each 
share of preferred is convertible into 
11% shares of common. 

Real move with Paramount was in 
the second preferred, with share- 
holders taking advantage of the con- 
version privilege to the greatest ex- 
tent in weeks. Idea seems to be with 
these traders that once Par common 
is put on a dividend basis it should 
pay at least the 60c. annually now 
being paid on the second preference 
stock. Difference in price between 
the common and second preferred 
makes the latter get an even break 
in number of shares. The common 
price has been holding about $1 per 
share higher than this preferred over 
a long period. Stock exchange lists 
show that about 1,800 shares of sec- 
ond preferred were exchanged, leav- 
ing about 570,978 outstanding. 


BEN BERI 
| Juggling 
110 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. : 
Beri, from abroad, is an excellent 
comedy juggler with a_ super-slick 
assortment of fancy and hoke han- 
dling of clubs and balls, with eme 
phasis on the latter 
He utters but a couple of remarks 
during his turn and they are not 
too witty, which suggests he either 
get grippier lines, or maintain the 
|}panto impression his turn on the 
|whole implants. He also uses that 
Seedrin tena gag that has been a 
| 





stock-in-trade for jugglers for gen- 
erations In view of Beri’s new- 
ness here, and the stunt’s antiquity, 
he as well drop it. 

angular fellow with a facil- 
sad mugging, his appearance 


might 
A tall 
lity for 


iis all on his side. His Chaplinesque 
|makeup, however, is very Stan 
| Kavanaughish., 
| <A cinch for vaude and niteries, 
Bert. 
ANN PENNINGTON 
Dancing 
6 Mins. 
Paradise Rest., N. Y. 

This is the era of comebacks 


(Benny Fields, Jack Osterman, Dolly 
Kay, John Steel, Eddie Leonard, Joe 
E. Howard, Yvette Rugel, et al.), but 
Ann Pennington isn’t in the same 
class. It seems to work O.K. for 
the warblers but n.s.g. for the hoof- 


ers. It’s tougher for the latter. 
Dancer in her halcyon days was 
chiefly a ‘personality kid.’ In the 


days of the black-bottom, etc., Miss 
Pennington’s swell gams, looks and 
vivaciousness fitted admirably. 

At the Paradise she’s delivering 
two of the simplest dance routines. 
Reception only fair. 

When Penny marked her first 
comeback at the Yacht Club, 52d St. 





spot, she was misbilled as doing a 
| strip-tease. Nothing like it here, 
| either, Scho. 

| BUD SWEENEY 

Comedy, Impersonations 

9 Mins.; One 

Hippodrome, Balto. 

Bud Sweeney is a_ personable 
youngster of good appearance and 
presence. Caught here as part of 
Mal Hallett’s unit, lad made excel- 


lent impression on audience. 

Evidently a graduate of the ni- 
teries, Sweeney could stand a brush- 
ing up of some of his gags for stage 
work, but equipped as he is with- 
a routine of some okay impersona- 
tions he ought to adequately fill a 
spot in vaude or radio. 

Introduced as former member of 
Brooklyn Dodgers, Sweeney posses- 
ses enough talent to score even sans 
such build-up. Burm. 


Al Piantadosi came into New York 
from Los Angeles last week to con- 
tract for renewal of some of his old 
copyrights with Mills Music, Inc., 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., and Leo 
Feist, Inc. 








¥ 








DAILY EXPRESS, Jan. 





as star of the evening, a comic. 
Iiyde and Co. (the Co. is rather cute) have a line in restrained foolery 
with musical instruments that gets up in the Harpo Marx class.” 


jerk the house into uproar.” 


8th, 1937: 


“So it would be like me to pick, 
And a male comic at that. 


NEWS CHRONICLE, Jan. 8th, 1937: “There is humour in plenty, 
particularly from Herman Hyde and Sally Burrill, whose specialty turn 
with a weird musical instrument brought down a crowded house.” 


NEWS OF THE WORLD, Jan. 10th, 1937: “And for comedy, if Lon- 
don has a more hilarious act than that conceived by Mr. Herman Hyde 
and his nonchalant lady partner, will someone please lead me to it. They 


Herman 


HERMAN HYDE 
With SALLY BURRILL 


Now At The LONDON CASINO 
In Clifford Fischer's Folies d Amour 


DAILY MAIL, Jan. 8th, 1937: “Iwo strikingly contrasted items con- 
tribute to the brilliance of ‘Folies d’Amour.’ One is an ‘Old Jewel Box’ 
scene . . . Lhe other item is a comedy act by Mr. Herman Hyde and 
his imperturbable woman partner. 


THE STAR, Jan. 8th, 1937: “Herman Hyde and Sally 


melt the hardest audience in tears of laughter.” 


“p 


DAILY HERALD, Jan. 8th, 1937: est of all | enjoyed the rich, fer- 


tile nonsense of Herman Hyde, a superbly incompetent musician.” 


NOT SO BAD FOR OUR FIRST APPEARANCE IN CABARET 
Thanks to Mr. Clifford Fischer for Having the Confidence to Place Us in This New Field 


Mr. Hyde’s ‘gags’ are entirely his 
own, and make up one of the most hilariously funny turns seen for years. 
Watch Mr. Hyde and Miss Burrill and you will be hard to please if you 
do not become inarticulate with laughter.’ 





Jurrill would 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Rockefeller’s showplace goes from 
the sublime to the ridiculous this 
week, mixing up vaude hoke with 
operatic quartets, butterfly dancing 
and, of course, the Rockettes. Lat- 
ter are given a trailer plug this week 
on their invite to dance at the Paris 
Exposition, early next month. They 
do only one routine in this show, 
at the opening, and smash across 
with their pretty near incomparable 
precision. 

Rockettes were in this show only 
for the first two days, troupe having 
sailed Saturday (19) for a quickie 
date at the Paris Exposition. Their 
departure occasioned no change in 
the production, the opening number 
merely being dropped. Till their) 
return from abroad after 
show (July 2) at the Expo, Florence | 
Rogge’s ballet will provide all the} 


mass dance routines at the M.H. 

Also on the lighter side, Jay and | 
Lou Seiler, show’s only outside act, 
score heavily with their curved ski- 
dancing. This act comes out of| 
vaude, is hokey and is a neat fit for | 
this house, most of their work being 
of the sight, rather than sound, va- | 
riety. 

Ballet gets the workout currently, 
peing spotted for two routines. First | 
they back up the male glee club’s| 
rendition of “There’s a Lull in My| 
Life,’- Hilda Eckler delivering the| 
dance solo; later they work behind | 





Nirska, the butterfly dancer. Lat-| 
ter’s graceful maneuverings, with | 
the long, silken wings, is given a 


beautiful set and gorgeous lighting. | 

Russell Markert is the producer 
of this week’s stage show and shows 
his usual penchant for mixing up 
the pops with the classics. Currently 
he includes the quartette from| 
‘Rigoletto,’ with Jan Peerce leading 
the singing and Viola Philo, Edwina 
Eustis and Robert Weede harmoniz- 
int. It’s a nice touch and well de- 
livered. 

Overture is also very classic, with 
Henrictia Schumann spotted at the! 
grand on the rostrum, while the pit 
orchesira delivers Liszt’s ‘Concerto 
in E Fiat.’ A more popular musical 
piece could have been chosen, how- 
ever, for Miss Schumann’s excellent 


ivorv-tickling, 
Fiim is ‘Another Dawn’ (WB). 
Biz : «x opening night (Thurs.). 


Scho. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, June 20. 


English and French songs, 
getting 
Standout act is 
xylophonist, working with couple of 
hammers in each hand. Sells his act 
like no xylophonist seen here before, 
gets calls and 
have had several more. 


on swing. 
the one| opening night Friday (18) and build- 


that gets them a big reception. Deuce 
is Yorke and Tracy, former putting 
over a good W. C. Fields imitation. 
and developing 
knockabout, 
that last a little too long. 


into slapstick an 
gags and_ wisecracks 
Trudy Malina, in the trey, sings 
latter 
appreciation here. 
William E. Cota, 


most 


encores and could 


Line in handsome uniforms, sing- 
ing soldier songs before a cafe scene 


backdrop, work in support of closing 
act, 


Rector and Doreen, acrobats, 
who vary routine by supporting girl 
from teeth while she whirls around 
House three-quarters full 
ing up to better than average biz 
week-end 

‘King of Gamblers’ (WB) and 
‘Hotel Haywire’ (Col) on screen. 
Lane. 


TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, June 19. 

With a line back at the Tabor and 
an act that dresses up the stage, it 
looks like old times. The stage and 
stage loft was built less than a half- 
dozen years ago to stage extravaganza 
settings, and the crowd likes to see 
them. They applaud as the current 
layout goes into the final routine 
because of the georgeousness and 
color. 

Manager Ralph Lee did a good job 
with his eye and tape when he 
picked the present line. Girls have 
talent and looks, know what is ex- 
pected of them and do the job with 
teamwork. 


Cliff Wayne and Co., five Indians, 
said to be one family, furnish the 
meat for this week. A colorful act, 
with bright Indian costumes. the 
two boys, Carlyle and Clarence, have 
dancing talent to spare. Act is in- 
troduced with four of them in 
costume at rear of stage in western 
setting as line does routine in bright 
Indian apparel. The boys do several 
dance routines, in fact they seem 
to be about the whole show 
after they get started, with their 
Marahuana_ dance. Also imitate 
colored dances of 10 years ago, and 
do modern acrobatic tap numbers. 

Indians are also in the finale, 
which gets a round of applause. One 
of the girls is sitting on a large 
white horse, others are in Indian 
costumes, and the western scenery 





Only three acts this week, al- 
though pretentious overture and 
Ozzie Nelson’s band routine add up 
to a satisfactorily sizable bill. In 
fact. pit boys, who chime in with 
Nelson's crew in Tchaikowski finale, 
come through with hefty junk of the 
entire honors. 

Overture marks debut of Phil 
Lompkin, house maestro, as comedy 
vocalist. Three-part musicale opens 
with Lampkin and Lew Davies, reg- 
ular warbler, teaming up on ‘Martins 
and McCoys,’ mountain ballad. 
String quariet takes over with ‘My 
Blue Heaven’ and everybody goes 
into special arrangement of Tchai- 
kowski symphony for the finish. 

The Robbins, who give out a 
smooth but pretty much standard 
acrobatic tap revue, make adequate 
opener but don’t start the goings-on 
with anything like a bang. Clyde 
Hager, the Street Fakir, has house 
in palm of his hand when he walks 
onto ramp with stand and suitcase 
for turn as pitchman. Idea is rare 
enough here for him to work 
straight and wow ’em throughout the 
act, but he launches into broad 
farce, smearing stooge with cold 
cream, and plenty off-color gags that 
get the laughs but alienate the cricks 
and smart crowd. 

Nelson starts business with ‘Study 
in Brown,’ announcing he is opening 
in same fashion as his airings. Swing 
arrangement of ‘Old Grey Bonnet,’ 
hoked up as ballad vs. jazz battle, 
really gets the doings. under way. 
Shirley Lloyd on next for ‘Mr. 
Paganini,’ ‘Johnny One Note’ and 
earned encore, ‘Hallelujah,’ all trick 
arrangements which she _ handles 

ell. Girl and Nelson then step into 
elaborate rendition of ‘Love Bug,’ 
which gets hand through the way 
bits of other tunes are inserted in 
breaks. Nelson takes over for ‘Kid 
in the Three Cornered Pants’ done 
as a softie and band then wakes ’em 
up with ‘Reefer Man.’ Tschaikovski 
medley, aided by house ork, winds 
"em up to three bows which they 
don’t attempt to follow. 

Pic is ‘Pick a Star’ (Metro) and biz 
30-S0, Craig. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, June 20. 

Loew’s bill this week is pretty 
heavy on slapstick stuff but main- 
iains high standard of past recent 
shows with a xylophone turn that 
hits year’s high for encores. Last 
show of season with house closing 
until mid-August, leaving Canada 
vaudeless for two months. 

Harry Anger has gathered a final 
bill that moves fast and has the fans 
app!auding from the start. Girl line, 
as usual saappily dressed and pre- 
cisicn-diilted, garners special hand 
on one routine where it introduces 
an adegio act in smart scenic and 
sootiight effects. 

Dario ond Costa, adagioists, open 
shew with routine act but return 
later for an A dance at a pace 


makes the setting tops. 


Also on the bill are Jim Penman, 
juggler, who can talk faster than he 
can juggle—and he’s no slouch at 
juggling, and Raymond, ventriloquist. 

Lester Harding emcees the show, 
and sings a couple of songs. 

On the screen ‘Seventh Heaven’ 
(20th). Rose. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, June 19. 

Lots of production this week for a 
decided change to the better. All 
visiting acts, Gray and Co., Parrish 
Sisters. Johnny Lee and Three Lees, 
and Ginger Dulo are standard. Re- 
sult is a pleasant. if not important. 
50 minutes. 

Pic is ‘Sing and Be Happy’ (20th). 
Hot weather setting in and taking a 
nice cut at the gross. Biz was off 
first viewing. Friday evening. 

Whenever the producer Frank 
Tracy lets the house line strut the 
bills here take on a certain polish 
that have that something that the 
customers usually miss. Currently 
the line is aided by six show girls 
and a canary. Virginia Barry. The 
songstress is okay in a mild way, 
but plenty sufficient for demands. 
She is spotted in two of the line’s 
three chukkers. First finds the girls 
in celophane. Second is a doll dance 
speciality on a dark stage. They 
finale with a costume parade that 
ends with a statue flash of the show 
girls above the stage. Latter is 
pretty corny lacks an idea. 

Standout act is that of June and 
Adele Parrish. a sweet. simple and 
girlish duo scraping fiddles and 
squeezing accordions. They prance 
to their own music and make a top- 
hand stage appearance. They are 
also seen in the dust-off. 

Bee Ho Grav and Co, (a stooge and 
a coyote) get okay returns. The 
drawling Gray. who should pay 
more attention to his wardrobe. as- 
sisted by the stooge runs through 
some standard rope and knife throw- 
ing. He also spins a banjo. Brings 
on the coyote (and it is a covote) 
for some yapping. Gray calls it 
‘yodeling.’ But let it stand at vapvping 
and it’s still oke and good for a 
novelty. 

Johnny Lee and Three Lees (when 
Lee was last seen here he was work- 
ing with a girl) have knockabout 
stuff. Lee breaks into everything the 
hoofers try to do with Prelude in E 
minor. The three boys kick out some 
eccentric stepping that is fair. Lee 
should get another femme. He's no 
eyeful and needs the dress-up. 

Ginger Dulo has fallen in line 
with all the rest of the comic- 
canarys and is doing a Martha Raye. 
Her warbling, Ivries. ete.. are keyed 
to nitery fare. Fine backing by Judy 
Conrad’s band helps her over the 
hump here. 

Harlan Christie, m.c. is light on 
the wordage this voyage. He has a 
specialty, one of those heh-heh 
comic song numbers. Hoyt. 





Wintergarten, Berlin 


Berlin, June 7. 
In spite of the sizzling heat wave 
that has closed down over Berlin, 
the Wintergarten is drawing crowds. 
This is not only to be accounted for 
by the removal of Scala competish; 
it is an easy bill for a pop audience 
to take on a hot summer’s night. 


The Five Stephanis, with their 
dental acrobatics, hold down the 
opening spot, scoring with a two- 
girl vertical stand on a ladder bal- 
anced by a wire in the mouth of a 
third femme. Deuce is filled by 
Schichtl’s marionettes, by far the 
most entertaining and original pup- 
pet fare offered here this season. 
Clown doing acros on a rope is slick; 
done apparently without wires, it 
draws a nice hand. Hottentot doll 





does snappy dance with an ostrich | 
as audience, latter climaxing by lay- 
ing a gigantic egg. Act's initial | 
tempo is given an additional shove | 
by its swell choice of hot American | 


jazz. 


Perezoff Sisters, blond and bru- 
nette lookers and Kiko, clown, draw 
laughs all the way with their non- 
sense. While the girls keep a bevy 
of balls in action Kiko does a con- 
stant series of somersaults and al- 
ways comes up smiling with a full 
stein of beer, which he drags out 
of his pants. Ilse Stobrowa, work- 
ing a smile and arms overtime, does 
two songs, only slows down the 
show. Chappele and Carlton, Amer- 
icans, garner terrific palm smacking. 
Guy, working on the floor, does 
pivots and turns with femme bal- 
anced in the palm of his hand. His 
big finish is rolling up a staircase. 
Elisabeth Endres, 15-year-old ballet 
tight-roper, appeals because of her 
youth. She does ballet, toe, acro- 
batic and Charleston, finishing in a 
split without parasol. 


Ketty Mara, with her Hollywood 
chimpanzee, is well togged and has 
a gorgeous body. Working alone in 
the beginning as contortionist and 
high-kicker, she is effective. While 
the beast is well-trained, there’s 
nothing unusual about her strong- 
man stuff with him and it is not too 
pleasant to see an almost nudie car- 
rying on with a monkey, hugging 
and kissing it. It’s a good act, but 
likely to offend. 

Three Manleys, closing the first 
half, gool the aud with their kibitz- 
ing and clowning. One hit is a saw 
solo. Another is a duet done with 
harness bells attached to wrists and 
ankles. They stage a boxing match, 
each move producing another sound, 
the result being a real melody. 


Veronique of the Cappella and Ve- 
ronique terp duo, is an eye-filler. 
She’s a k.o. femme with swell duds 
and a stunning hair dress. Does 
little else than be swirled around 
and look languid. With those looks 
she doesn’t need to do any more. 
Daron trio is short but snappy. One 
moment the girl is high in a pyramid 
on four arms, the next she is fi¥ing 
through the air or being dipped dan- 
gerously near the floor. Act has 
tempo, is well wardrobed and the 
femme has a face and legs. 


Kohlbrandt, a product of the Rhine 
district, is much funnier than these 
old-time comics usually are. He 
knows hjs theatre. He is funny with- 
out having to rely on politics. Three 
Astonis next to shut on the perch, 
doing some effective stunts and look- 
ing well against a black velvet drop. 
Flash act, the Mexicana revue, which 
is just so much accordeoning, rounds 
out an otherwise pleasant and well- 
received program. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, June 19. 

Columnist Ed _ Sullivan’s third 
‘Dawn Patrol’ revue here in little 
over a year represents his best ef- 
fort to date. B.o.’s pretty lean, how- 
ever, for it’s a terrible stanza from 
two big standpoints, with Jones fam- 
ily film ‘Big Business’ (20th) on 
screen and town taking over 100,000 
Shriners in annual conclave here 
this week. Sullivan’s units have 
drawn nicely at this spot heretofore, 
but impossible to buck two big 
hazards currently, - 

On the hour’s ‘show, in addition 

to Sullivan, are Rachel Carlay, from 
radio; Bob Ripa, juggler; Burton 
Pierce, hoofer; Freda Sullivan, acro 
dancer; Erskine Hawkins, trumpe- 
teer; and house’s 16 girl line. Show’s 
cabaret setting, with Sam Jack Kauf- 
man’s pit orch and acts working in 
one, is nifty. 
_ Sullivan’s contrib, besides m.c.’ing, 
is his newsreel, tagged ‘Things I'd 
Like to See Again’ and comprising 
rare shots of celebrities of past 30 
years. It’s spotted about halfway, 
with Sullivan miking, and a honey 
from every viewpoint. 

Gae Foster line not only offers its 
usual topnotch routines, one a flag 
and stair number which gets over 
niftily, but five of the gals are 
called on by Sullivan to do a special- 
ty. Payees liked it. 


Pierce, with sort of a ballet tap and 
bordering on the Fred Astaire type, 
is Outstanding and deserves better 
billing. Garbed in white coat and 
black trousers, he’s got s. a. with 
plenty to spare. Novelty bit, titled 
‘How King Tut Would Have Got 








Hot,’ scores nicely. Bob Ripa, jug- 
gler, takes spot right alongside Pierce 


for outstanding work in this show. 
Deuced, he contributes reund of neat 
tricks with sticks and balis, with a 
smash climax of balancing. 

Miss Carlay, French warbler with 
‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ pro- 
gram, doesn’t get over as she shculd 
out here in the hinterland. For one 
thing, spotting in midway doesn’t 
seem to help her any. Appearance 
is nice and ditto pipes, but hefty 
accent doesn’t set so well with audi- 
ence. ‘Serenade in the Night,’ in 
French, English and Italian, is her 
best effort. 


Freda Sullivan is a cute talented | 


acro hoofer. Opens card and stuff 
has no trouble hitting the spot. 
Erskine Hawkins, sepia trumpeteer, 
is on just before finale and hits a 
few exceptionally high notes. But 
no one seems to care if he can hit 
higher notes than anybody else. For 


they don’t sound like much when he} 


does them. 

Kaufman, aside from _ batoning 
vit band for vaude, also directs over- 
ture, with Frank Connors, tenor, do- 


| ing a solo. 


Slim attendance downstairs at 
early evening show caught Friday 
evening (18). Pete. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


The steel strike situation around 
Munroe, Mich., tops the new pro- 
gram at this newsreel house, being 
spotted in the lead-off position, get- 
ting the only real play and contain- 


Event is covered by Paramount, 


Pathe and Universal in the order 
named with the last-named seem- 
ingly getting a little more thorough 
coverage of the moving scenes. Clip 
from Pathe showed Gov. Murphy ex- 
plaining the situation while U 
grabbed the speech of a union or- 


ganizer who gave his side in no un- | 


certain terms. 


All three reels followed the move- | 


ment of strikers and non-strikers 
with nice fidelity, depicting with 
realism the firing of tear-gas guns, 
chasing of union men and overturn- 
ing of automobiles. Editors of the 
three newsreels obviously used nice 
care in keeping all bias out of the 
scenes and also in eliminating any 
inciting material or too vivid hand- 
to-hand grappling. Looks like the 
theatre management also was wide- 
awake on the editing job, probably 
figuring that entertainment was the 
sole objectives of patrons. 


Aside from the strike situation, 
Embassy has to glean a show from 
a wide assortment of variegated 
items, ranging from the sun’s eclipse 


to a Washington congressional hog- | 


calling battle. Official score shows 
Fox Movietone best in number with 
12 topics; Paramount, 10; Universal 


of the Day’ 6. However, footage was 
fairly well distributed, with Par, 
Pathe and U helping their status 
with fine coverage of the steel strike 
trouble. And Metro’s handling of the 
forthcoming battle between Joe 
Louis and Jim Braddock was both 
resourceful and thorough. 


Sun’s eclipse as captured from a 
plane thousands of feet above Cerro 
De Pasco, Peru, was weird and 
deftly photographed but not 
especially interesting. Paramount's 
coverage drew second rating from 
the opening. 

Start of airplane service (5% 
hours) from Port Washington, N. Y. 
to Bermuda was recorded by Metro 
and Pathe, former showing depart- 
ing air liner and Pathe shooting an 
arrival in N. Y. Significant because 
tabulated as first step in the airway 
service to Europe. 


Two new entries were in the 
field of women’s fashion this week 
with Pathe doing summer styles and 
Paramount trying its hand at co-ed 
garb. Both shot outdoors, not too 
well, with comment a bit wobbly. 
Fox again led way with its regular 
fashion department, this time cover- 
ing cruising costumes on an elab- 
orately arranged boat set. Pathe 
showed possibilities, especially in its 
almost daring bathing costume 
close-ups. 


Universal wound up the newsreel 
division of this show with exciting 
views of Chicago dirt track auto 
racing. Reel also held first position 
with unique clips, showing a sum- 
mer ski tourney on Mt. Hood, midget 
circus stranded at San Antonio, 
beauties wearing wooden (bark of 
trees) bathing suits, bear cubs keep- 
ing cool by means of fire hose 
stream, coal mine test blasts and the 
Alfalfa Club outing in Maryland. 
Paramount had the hog calling, the 
Coronation tattoo ceremonies, Ryder 
Cup team and training elephants as 
a hobby. It recognized the Parsons 
(Long Island) kidnap case by show- 
ing choice highlights of G-man 
operations. 

Lew Lehr’s two laugh sequences 
were based on the spinster parade in 
England and gyrations of a female 


monkey. Movietone also grabbed 
interesting shots of sword fishing 
expedition. Pathe chipped in with 


a comical class fight between high 
schoo] students in Kansas. It also 
tried hard to make a film recording 
of Theodore Roosevelt’s voice for 
the Boy Scouts worthwhile from the 
scientific standpoint. 


‘Norwegian Sketches,’ (Central 
Pictures), and ‘Going Places,’ (Uni- 





versal) finish the running time of 4 
little over 60 minutes. Wear, ' 





ing the most action of any subject. | 


and Pathe, 9 each, and Metro ‘News | 





== 


STATE, N. Y. 


Two turns in the five- ; 
which runs slightly more thane 
hour and 15 minutes, are from radio. 
‘Prof. Quiz’ (New Acts), the featur.’ 
is doubtless slotted because of j;. 
contest idea. In the broadcast ver. 
sion, persons in the studio audience 
are called before the microphone for 
the question and answer stunt and 
the winner is given a prize of $10 
sometimes $15. " 

For the theatre presentation it is 
obviously, not a per-performance 
stunt, but the winners at each show 
|are qualified for the semi-finals, to 
be held on the last two days of the 
week date, and the ultimate winne; 
| will collect $100. At the supper 
|show Friday (18), the house seemed 
| unusually light for so humid a day 
but apparently there was little lure 
for the transient. 7 

The p.a. system was used anony- 
|mously twice, once with the Benny 
|Ross and Maxine Stone act, and 
again for the California Collegians 
| Voice sounded somewhat the same 
but the duo carries the offstage as. 
sistant, while one of the bandsmen 
does the trick for the musicians 
|The loud burps and birds for the 
;two act routine naturally brought 
|laughter. To those in the know Mis; 
Stone’s lazy dame is remindful of the 
time that Mr, Duffy and Mr. Swee. 
ney reposed on the Palace stage and 
| wondered why they hadn’t phoned 
| their act in. She is a comely lass 
| and, what with the weather, gets a 
| break at present. Ross impresses as 
| having more than he displayed 





Joe Morrison, the other radio con- 
;tribution, was hardly encouraged and 
| perhaps it was because of the supper 
| show that he registered mildly. En- 
| core number has been his topper on 
| the air, so he coaxes himself to de- 
liver ‘The Last Roundup.’ Morrison 
announces a medley of his radio 
ne but sings the entire num- 
| bers. 


| California Collegians’ turn has 
| been occupied in films on the Coast 
for more than a year. Lou Wood is 
the new leader, unbilled. This is the 
combo from whence sprang Fre 
MacMurray. ‘Champagne Waltz’ is 
|emphasized from that picture, it be- 
ing stated that the stunt was origi- 
nated when MacMurray was the 
band’s saxophonist. For the finale 
there is a dash of the Brittons’ stuff, 
but not nearly so rough. Men cari- 
catured name players of the screen 
and stage, led by the ‘king of the 
airways, Rudy Vallee. Opening the 
show is the Dave Jones dancing act, 
a five-person = turn. Principally 
named by Jones is Peggy Lee with 
whom he hoofed a tap ballroom 
{number as done by them in a ‘Lit- 
| tle Show.’ Ibee, 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, June 19. 

There’s a real old time vaudeville 
| bill at the State-Lake this week. 
Some of the material was probably 
sock to Gen. Ulysses S. Grant. And 
that isn’t counting the stuff used by 
either Vox and Walters, or the Three 
Short Waves. Theirs is of the vintage 
which might have made another 
Ulysses guffaw—he of the Trojan 
war. 

In the case of the latter act, three 
boys do imitations announced as 
Crosby, Vallee, Downey, Arliss, 
Boake Carter, Ken Murray, Oswald, 
Joe E. Brown, and Butterworth; nine 
in all, with nine straight misses. 
Turn around then, and do one which 
they, themselves, admit might be 
either Roy Atwell or Senator Fish- 
face, but, even with such protection, 
there’s still room for argument. 
Opening day, the new house m.-. 
introduced them as originating from 
the State-Lake’s Discovery Night, 
something which even a good third 
degree shoving around shouldn't 
have made him confess. ; 

Vox and Walters, double ventrilo- 
quist team, have been in town 4a 
good many times, but never have 
they achieved the distinction of 
memory they show here. Some of the 
gags they use, this audience didn't 
even remember. Considering that 
these two have so much stage pres- 
ence, so much experience. it shoul 
be a matter of pride with them to 
get new material, hook it up to the 
excellent baby cry bit which Miss 
Walters does, and have an act. 

Most of the other turns are only 
just bad. Foran Sisters and Tom 
have three okay characters, straight- 
man, giggly little girl, and dead-pan 
femme stooge, yet fail to get the 
most out of any of ‘em. Dancing 
is good, but bad timing of spiritless 
gagging, and getting in and out of 
character, especially on part of the 
stooge, spoils the whole setup. Betty 
Burgess and Sonny Lamont are head- 
lining, with lots of newspaper build- 
up, and Lamont still doing his walk- 
across bits, falls, and shakes. Plus 
some very commendable  hoofing. 
Miss Burgess has plenty of appear- 
ance, and looks to be perfectly able 
to earry a heavier part of the act 
than she’s doing now. : 

One good act has been thoughtful- 
ly spotted first by the State-Lake 
management, thus giving the Ccus- 
tomers a break. Dorothy Martin and 
Co. do some top adagio dancing with 
lots of flash and showmanship. ‘ 

State-Lake Sweethearts. top Ch'- 
cago house line, turn out two crack 
routines, both well costumed. and 
separate in timing and style. They re 
swell. , 

Picture is ‘Behind the Headlines, 
(RKO), and business good at thir 
show opening day. Loop. 
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_VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 








———— 
ROXY, N. Y. 

The flesh flourish this week at the 
Roxy is bunched ‘around the 
the batty band maestro’d by Milt 
Britton. Before a_ slight and 


summer-slumbrous au dience on 
opening night, the stage-show suc- 
ceeded acceptably in arousing ‘em. 
The band turn is split into two 
portions, a good idea in view of the 
light support lent, at least numeri- 
cally, py the rest of the lineup. 
Gae Foster line (24) opens with 
a roller-skating routine plucked 
from the scrap-book of the troupe's 


‘st. but it is serviceable. Diminu- 


pa me ' | 
tive swing songstress, Sybil Kaye, 
follows with a brace of o. k. num- 
bers, then the Britton dozen steps 


up to the bat and lets go. 

With Walter Powell and Tito pac- 
ing the clowning and the murderous 
mayhem that established the outfit 
‘way back in Ziegfeld’s final ‘Follies,’ 
the stuff strutted in to its customary 
ciout reception. The Holtzian busi- 
ness with the sliphorn remains as 
vulgar as ever; the only chuckles it 
geis as always are the low, leering 
ones that do not belong in theatres. 
Also Tito’s verbiage about the babies 


in cellophane is not only ancient, 
but slightly repellent. Such small 


mars are unfortunate in the face of 
such clover-clean, innocent slapstick 
comedy the rest of the act comprises. 

‘Tween the band’s two appear- 
ances, the Gae Foster femmes frolic 
through a pretty picture number, 
leading up to a v.g. solo high-kicks 
control by lithe, graceful Barbara 
Blane. The dancer sells her specialty 
especially well. Miss Kaye warbles 
in the wings during the number. 

One mistake in siaging is spotting 
the Britton boys so far downstage. 
The platform ‘should. have keen-on 
rollers and shunted forward. Some 
of the sly stunts were missed to 
some of the onlookers who might 
well have thought they were in the 
next county, gazing as they were 
across the vast expanse of the Roxy 
apron and stage at the band up 
against the backdrop. 

Nice idea is worked in at conclu- 
sion when, after the boys had 
wrecked the place, the line girls 
whisk on pretending to be sweeping 
up the stage with brooms and pres- 
ently stepping into attention for a 
brisk drill. 

‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
cupies the screen. 


MAINSTREET, K. C. 


Kansas City, June 20. 
The pride of K. C., where he got 
his start, is in town this week and 


(20th) 
Bert. 


that means a b. o. lullaby for the | 


Mainstreet. But there's nothing 


lullabyish about Cab Calloway and 
his 14-piece crew. It's a noisy jittery 
hour: of entertainment with the 
Calloway in a prance from start to 
finish. Plenty of the old strutting but 
the soft pedal is on the scatting. He 
has modified his style and the lvrics 
now are understandable. It is pos- 
sible that he’d stand up better if he 
fave em more of what they expect 
from him instead of pulling his 
Punehes, that is, sans the scatting. 

Calloway- opens with a Harlem 
heater followed with taps by Evelyn 

eyes. He then goes into his top 
number ‘Hi 
This is followed with a Calloway 
Sweet version of ‘Just Awearvin’. 
with vocals by Benny Payne. the 
band’s pianist. With the exception of 
eight bars the boys resist an urge to 
apply the flame to this one. 

Avis Andrews is liked. She 
warbles_ three numbers. ‘Copper 
Colored Man’ (the bill's high), ‘Good- 
night My Love’ and a medley. Com- 

Inés personality and talent in a 
skillful mixture, peddling her soprano 
voice in a pop style that gets ‘em. 

Band pulls a heckling sit-down 
strike and scrams leaving the boards 


to the ‘Tramp Band,’ eight colored | 


youngsters tooting and beating clap- 
that would get the job done in inter- 
tribal communication, it’s that loud. 

€y are marshalled by a 
youth who dishes out a clever take- 
off on Calloway’s generalship. 

Things eventually get around to a 
£0 at “Minnie the Moocher.’ Audience 
hp asked to chime in on the hi-de- 
egg Audiences here just naturally 
alk a 
ae usually get some bad moments. 

ut Calloway carries off the no- 
response well enough bv ignoring it. 
f © special section of the band gets 
eatured and there is very little 


fawling to hind legs for solo spot- 
ing. It's Calloway under the spot 


all the way. And he’s not just on 
display. He sings no less than five 
numbers and in only one does he go 
m for seat. He gives special attention 
to “Peckin’. 

ic is “There 
‘RKO). Biz fine. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Mv Girl 
Hovt. 


Goes 


Cleveland, June 19. 3 rach: 

Nat Holt adds two new girl acts to = 
tine Pryor's unit tagged ‘Swing- 
RK Syncopation’ for current date at 
Sh QO Palace with favorable results. 
og has couple of good novelties. 


a “ : . 
Ppeal to counterbalance film actor's 


lale orchestra. Pace is staccato fo! 


» minutes, warming up Friday's | very strongly. 


OCe | 


De Ho Miracle Man.’ | 


Tap gadgets. It’s a bleating interlude | 


limp | 


t participation stuff. Perform- | 


| barrel jumper. 
| rel 


needs plenty of femme legs and} 
|up and loaded into bags. 


opening audience, which usually is 
icy. 


;spot here, 
| whom Holt found’ at local Hollenden 
|hotel’s Vogue Room. Such direct 
bookings are very uncommon here. 
| particularly since Hollenden gets a 
| big play, but she’s worth setting a 
precedent. 

Girl has everything that comes un- 
|der heading of flash. 
with a style of her own, loads of zest 
and looks, she’s a definite clicker in 
|front of stage band. ‘Bolero’ to taps 


with blue lights on sequined gown is} 


done so expertly it has a big-time 
flavor. Though a newcomer, she 
would fit into any elaborate produc- 
tion number, 

Ben Yost’s Varsity Co-eds, brought 
in for next to 
smartly. Five girls in 
gowns whip up some tickling 
vocalizing, the platinum blonde 
ing a high operatic key. Ames 
Arno were seen here before at Mav- 
fair Casino recently, but their cleve1 
dance caricatures and banging prati- 


taper it off 
long 


closing, 
blue 
blues 
} + 
nite 


ana 


falls are just right as a sure-fire 
comedy act. Double-jointed partne 
rates loudest hands. 


Howard Nichols has been away so 
|long that his old-time hoop-juggling 
bit, with a neat tent finish, seems 
almost new.. ‘Red’ Hodgson, the guy 
| who collabed on ‘Music Goes 'Round, 
hauls out his cornet to sell a comic 
hick ditty. 

Orchestra isn’t as spectacular as 
many heard lately, yet Pryor builds 
up a surprisingly large amount of 
good-will and applause for himself. 
This may be because he 
acts. briefly, is 


unobtrusive and 


doesn’t wise-crack too much. Crowds | 
the | 


here are definitely tired of 
smart-alecky m.c., unless he's a top- 
liner. Roger’s special opening and 
finale songs are 
‘also hits it off chanting ‘What Couid 
I Do, Honey?’ Howard Green, in 
band, doubles in another okay bal- 
'lad. ‘Night Ride’ rates as best 
chestral number. Pullen, 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 19. 

Most of the Earle’s vaude show 
this week is on the ice which is okay 
and appropriate considering Philly’s 
sweltering temperatures, but show 
‘only rates moderately as entertain- 
ment. 
| (RKO) which may get some atten- 
| tion because of Gene Raymond's 
splicing with Jeanette MacDonald 
last week and all the accompanying 
hurrah. House at first full showing 
was just fair. 

Show doesn’t open with 
carnival. First number is a unison 
tap done by sixteen girls with ten- 
nis rackets; okay if not unusual. 

Next is an acrobatic solo dance by 
Joe Howard which features a back 
somersault going into a split that’s 
out of the ordinary. Offering is short 
;and routine good and deserving of 
| hand it gets. 

Ross Wyse, Jr., is on next, starting 
with a short tap and then working 
with Lee Vann, an attractive femme, 
in a funny adagio burlesque. He's 
supposed to be teaching her how it 
goes and that gives plenty of oppor- 
j} tunity for laughs. It’s also very 
tricky stuff and shrewdly timed. 
offering as a whole is one of the 
| best of its kind house has shown in 
| some time. 

Ice Carnival starts with a few film 
'sequences showing Kit Klein, Olym- 
pic women’s skate champ and speed- 
ster, in various winter settings. The 
| show jtself is opened by Howard as 
m. c. He introduces Doug Duffy as 
ice comedian. Duffy starts off with 
a drunk bit but doesn't emphasize 
the comedy angle, going almost im- 


mediately into straight twirling and | 


fancy figuring. 

Dick and Irene Meister come on 
next for a neat waltz number that 
is graceful and attractive without 
being notable. 

Kit Klein is spotted next. She's 
| got a moderately easy and attractive 
| personality although a little artificial 
in her spiel at the mike. Does first 
very short imitations of girl skaters 
|from various nations that she saw in 
action at the last Olympics. They 
include Japs, Russians and finally 
Swedish skaters. Not much differ- 
ence between them except that Miss 
Klein wears a different hat each 
time. 

She then explains to the audience 
about the special kind of skates she 
|uses and then does a short tap, a la 
Sonja Henie. After that there’s a 
brief exhibition of her speed 
| but of course limitations of stage 
| make that next to impossibility. Miss 
| Klein then jntroduces Bobby Hearn, 


leaps herself as a starter and 
then Hearn shows his stuff which is 
lokay though, of course, not new. 
Sixteen girls do nice precision num- 
ber that clicks. 

Duffy then returns with a femme 
dummy, doing a good whirlwind 
number to the tune of the Cuca- 


The finale has the entire company 
on the stage doing bits of their spe- 
cialties. Outfit carries its own chem- 
ically prepared ice substance with it. 
Takes hours to iay it and 
after engagement, ‘ice’ is 


< corsa! 
scveial 


Crowd at 
Earle didn’t seem to take to offering 
Waters. 


Edna Sedgewick, put into fourth | 
is a dance peacheringd 


Tricky tapper | 


introduces | 


ingratiating ditties: | 


or- | 


Pic is ‘There Goes My Girl’ | 


the ice | 


stuff | 


She does a few bar- | 


chopped | 


_ PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


| «With ‘Met in Paris’ (Par) clinging 
|for a third week, other commitments 
| forced Ozzie Nelson orch out, and 
|the George Hall crew and a new 
{layout of specialists were set to fin- 
|ish out the pic’s plod. 

| Hall's orch (13), seemingly as 
much a fixture at the Taft hotel, 
N. Y., as the elevators, is a steady, 
dependable disher of dance 
While it hasn't the stage presence, 
or the sparkle of many a name band. 
|and lacks an especially distinguishing 
style, the crew plays a good show. 
| And this week at the Par’s plant, it 
is the acts which count up the tall 
take of bows. 

Lathrop Bros. and Virginia Lee 
lead off the lineup with their smart 
stepping. One of the very best and 
most dignified flash acts still to be 
found in vaude today, turn is badly 
hampered by the minimum of hoot- 
ing hickory to be found on the apron 
in front of the band. Accustomed to 
using a normal stage in ‘full,’ the trio 
manages excellently in squeezing 
their routine into the space allotted. 
Miss Lee has a nifty pair of diaphan- 
ous blue pajamas for her solo rhythm 
tapping. Boys look crisp and ciean- 
cut as ever in their unison 
and when partnering the femme. 

Dolly Dawn. buxom swing singer 
from radio and the niteries, gets over 
| with her scatteroo high-noting, 
the attempt at bawling a blues 
doesn't come off so well Even in 
| view of the Helen Morgan bangs she 
wears. Doesn't look unlike the ‘Bill’ 
singer, either. 

Ben Beri ‘New Acts) stops the 
show in its path with his swell com- 
edy juggling. 

Peter Higgins, Irish tenor, winds it 
up and apparently could have gone 
|on chanting all night. The vet is get- 
| ting a bit stout. incidentally, but his 
nonchalant mien works well, and 
| When caught his pipes were prime. 
He runs through a string of pop bal- 
lads, and the rafters rumble for his 
| Erin number. r 

The orch has several good arrange- 
ments, but an equal number of stock 
ones detracted. 
the crew ever taking a solo lick is 
the fine fiddler. and he is literally 
|overworked. There is scarcely a 





music, | 


| ways been b.o. poison here particu- 


routines, | 


but | 


penne eee 








adds a needed dose of comedy. 


There’s the usual finale with ev ery: | PALACE, CHI 


body on stage. House band is on} 


Chicago, June 19. 
stage throughout as is Lou Barnett. Having clicked off two excellent 
WLW engineer, who sits in an en- 


closed sound booth in full view of Coin sessions with two Rane snows, 
the audience to mix the mikes. led by Paul Whiteman and Cab Cal- 
: ‘Wlw ray e 5? ? fs 

agin is “Fly pec eae Mie ob loway, respectively, the Palace tries 

‘ siness very goo riday eve- ahd 
See at re show ’ : a third one, this time with Dan Russo 
=: geal n 2 heh Fee and his regular pit orchestra. Moved 
to the stage, Russo steps forward as 


STANLEY PITTS. !announcer for the opening of the 

, show and then gives way to Joe 

Pittsburgh, June 19. Lewis, who handles the rest of the 

Units, barring the Major Bowes m.c. duties for what is labelled as 
shows, have curiously enough al-)| Crazy Rhythm Revue.’ 


It happens to turn out as one of 


larly so when there are no means the best vaude bills the Palace has 
to give the marquee a boost.. From presented in a long, long time. And 
looks of things at opening perform- jt also happens to turn out to be the 
ance—nalf a downstairs and a skiMPpV | pee that Lewis has 


r€ performance 


Choos yntributed on a 


callery—George ‘Paris On | o& 


: local theatre stage. 

Parade’ is hardly likely to break the’ Always a rough-and-tumble cafe 

jinx but there'll be few customers nerformer, Lewis used to be lacking 

dissatisfied once they get inside. completely an ability to project his 
Choos has an uncanny knack for . 


yarticular type of clowning to ar 
putting together a light-nut unit nee oe wage 7 S : aa 


anc 


; orderly row-by-row audience This 
making it look like the ape Hes | time, however, it’s different. Lewis 
_ nea ne os . gies arade. | comes up with a performance that is 
obviously just a title to casn in on nifty any way you look at it. Has a 


casino-type productions but stopping 


ay Ww line of nearly brand-new maierial, 
right wie the label. : wakes little and sells it smartly. Only his clown- 
penn mabe 5 ae eee. ing about Joe Louis remains on the 
ment value because he s corralled a ine I aa + He Set his epenite? #e- 
succession of good acis and puts) -. ae. ¢ ae . ah aaa 
them together in showmanly fashion marks, announcing a string OF a 


aye -ractions on a big buildup and then 


Mainstays of the presentation < 
I ista? lamely finishing with an apology be- 


two-man comedy team of Stuart and 


Martin and the 12 Pan-American | C@uee they won't be able to show up, 
aVicta « « fashins ive Fee oo. = Ty ? “ } . 
Rockets, six boys and six girls, Stu- tickled this audience in the Tight 
wt and Martin work next-to-closing | SPOt Works hard throughout the 
and deliver 15 minutes of sure-fire | :neup and score solidly. 

comedy Their stuff is up-to-the- Other comedy on the show is by 


ithe Slate Bros., who were here a few 
weeks ago with NTG, and who 
relain a few of the NTG show gags 
and material. In that unit they used 
a couple femmes as dead pan stooges, 


mixing hoke with a lot of 
barbed wit. Rockets are just a good, 
average mixed chorus until thei: 
final number when they go into a 
sock collective adagio that defies all 


minute, 


of the laws of gravity and safety and they try to repeat the same 
first. stuff here. Slates are good come- 

For the rest, ‘Paris on Parade’ is dians and remain one of the top 
a collection of effective standard acts eccentric dance trios.in the - busi- 
ithat backed by good enough pro-|ness. They used to have a surefire 


i|duction fash: Of the remaining turns,! bit in the ragdoll adagio burlesque, 


| best 


are Fenwick and Cook, 


with! but they’ve done something to it. 
comedy acrobatics and 


some trick | They're overclowning the bit so that 


| bicycle stuff; Helene Denizon, toe- | today it isn’t the same powerful sock 
‘dancer who finishes off with a bub-/|it was a couple of years ago. 


;number for which he doesn’t get to | 


jhis feet and let loose some fancy 
bowing. The brasses don’t get a| 
| whiff. When caught the drummer 


| boy was a bit too bold on noise; his 
| measure-pacing was too expressed. 
Attendance wasn’t much last show 
_Thursday night, with the lower level 
jabout half occupied. Stage show ran 
159 mins, Bert. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, June 19. 


in which the performers as a whole 
}seem at home before a theatre audi- 
fence. Acts stick close to the five 
mikes on the stage. but they work 
nicely to the audience. Following an 
offstage voice. representing phone 
operator at radio station answering 
questions about the cast of the show 
|about to be presented, revue opens 


iming a la 


|D’Estes is on for a brief bit of hoof- 


| pit. singing an accompaniment there 
'to Miss Denizon’s dance as well as 


WLW Radio Revels, one air revue | 


| 
} 
| 


| 


| 


| with the musical conductor introduc- | 


/ing Tommy Riggs as m.c. 


| Revue gets going with a punch due | 


to the efforts of the Brown County 
Revelers, hill-billy troupe of music 


makers, -_, fast numbers and produced unit is focused on 

a and Ma McCormick | bridle path theme, and appropriately 
for an old-fashioned dance number.| enough a horse, Dr. 
follows |‘Doheos,’ is a standout. 


bringing on 


Ralph Nyland, staff tenor, 
| with one number, ‘Without a Song,’ 


| 





and then Tommy Riggs does about highschool pupil through a snappy. 


| six minutes of Tommy and Betty, his | 


radio show and he bowls the audi- 
ence over when he turns out to be 
| Betty as well as Tommy. After sev- 
leral minutes of talk, which is well- 
| written for vaude audiences but 
| little strong for radio, he goes into 
'a song by Betty for his finish that is 
a sock. 

Paul Sullivan, news commentator, 
is on next with about three minutes 
of news which is furnished him by 
| special wire from the Cincinnati sta- 
tion’s newsroom for every perform- 
ance. He's a name here and gets 
a good hand at his introduction and 
|his finish. Phil Davis, musical con- 
| ductor, formerly with Charlie Davis’ 
| band here for years, does a trombone 
‘solo at this point for the benefit of 
|his local fans, and then Sidney 
| Mason, narrator of the Moon River 
program, is on for a reading of a 
'poem by Browning which goes well 
but seems too short an appearance. 
|Frim Sisters, girl harmony trio, do 
|two popular numbers in the next 
spot and almost tie up the show, 


4\pip, involving hurdles by the girls 


| gan. 
| other 


| battleship plowing through a heavy 
| $@a, 


| Tableau introducing Helen Nugent, | 


whose air billing is the ‘Old Fash- 
ioned Girl” singing ‘Love’s Old 
| Sweet Song’ following a preliminary 
solo by Ralph Nyland is neat bit of 
staging to break up the succession of 
acts in one. The Virginians, a col- 
ored quartet, are on next with two 
harmony numbers that would go bet- 
ter if the boys knew how to sell 
them a little better. 

A sound effects sketch scores big 


in the next spot with Doug Brown- | 


ing, of the WLW announcing staff, 
reading a dramatic sequence of cops 


and robbers while Don Winget, ef- 
fects worker, shoots guns and runs | 
off a series of records with sirens. 


crowd screams. and screeching tires. 
There's so much noise that the audi- 


tence doesnt hear all that goes on, 
but thev watch Winget. jumping 
around from one gadget to another. | 
Carl Freed und his Harmonica 
Lads. a familiser vaude turn which 
has built up its rep on WLW, close 
the show in a strong manner and 


. . | ble 
The only musiker in | 


| ades 
|automatically had the bright whites 


dance, but: sans the customary 
nudity. and Keller Sisters (former- 
ly Keller Sisters and Lynch) in a 
session of slick harmonizing. For 
an encore they do ‘Siboney,’ the cue 
to a Pan-American ensemble that’s 
the unit’s outstanding flash. 

Charlie Masters does rhythm drum- 


Getting the show away on a solid 
foundation is the Honey Family with 
their acrobatics, which stand out par- 
ticularly due to the use of femmes 

| instead of men as_ understanders, 
especially such lookers as these girls 
are. Work at a speedy clip and turn 
; in a nifty session of tumbling, teeter- 
Jack Powell patterning | board work and shoulder-hopping. 
his act almost exactly after that of | Another family group, thegp.ibonati 
the blackface stickster, even to that ‘Trio, fills the deuce spot with their 
slide across the stage for the final hot xylophone work. Two kids are 
bang against the drum: Philip growing up fast and the boy is de- 
veloping into a flash hoofer. 
| Jane Froman is on the show end 
and holds up the center of the bill 
with a standout vocal session. Halted 
| proceedings at the last show Friday, 
and rated it. Miss Froman is a singer 
with a splendid set of tonsils and a 
singer with a fine imagination. While 
she uses musical variations in all her 
numbers, her songs still retain a 
solid foundation of the original mel- 
Man’ ody. She has hit upon a great meth- 
Joe 0d of keeping the essential melody 
while weaving in additional musical 
tricks. She displayed excellent vocal 
| form when caught; and was a highly 
pleasing and ingratiating singer and 
performer. 


ing as a filler and Martha Bover | 
does her vocalizing chiefly from the 


to a couple of production numbers. 

Unit also carries five show girls 
who do the parading. but nudity | 
displays are virtually nil. Only once 
is there anything approximating 
this and then it’s over before getting 
started. 

Picture is ‘Woman Chases 
(UA) with Par newsreel and 
Palooka short rounding out bill. 

Cohen. 


MET, BOSTON 


| Picture was ‘Meet the Missus’ 
Boston, June 19. | (RKO), Business wasn't bad either. 

First half of this week's seany | Gold. 
the = 





Ostermaier’s 
In a short) 
Ostermaier puts his white 


Pix-Radio 


(Continued from page 1) 





session 


sustaining routine of: wheels, kneels | 


eo rarely seen on vaude | NBC would attempt to censor a com- 


Opening jockey number by the | mercial program dealing with criti- 
line of 16 (reduced from 24) is a | cism specifically, unless the problem 
became much more drastic than at 
present. 

Inquiry by VARIETY indicates that 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
line numbers, is excellent. has at no time been approached by 
Colorful ballet, brightened by skill- | anybody from the film industry on 
ful lighting, is a pretty interlude | the matter of ‘harmony’ between the 
midway in the show; and in this air and the screen. Evidently the 
spot the producer, Leo Morgan, does | Lohr-Hays talks were the beginning 
an almost unprecedented thing: nO | and the end of the inter-industry 
white lights at the finish. For dec- | diplomatic relations 

local vaude producers have ; a ye ae , ; 
Czar for radio’ talk is described in 
on every act or line number finish- | Washington, where Variery made ef- 
ing a dance. forts to track it down, as wishful 

Closer is another colorful flash of | thinking by persons who would like 
flags and pennants to emphasize the | to have the job. But the ‘ezar’ thing 
finale of Lester Cole's nine male is peculiarly incongruous for broad- 
singers as midshipmen. Trailer of a casting where hundreds of corpora- 
| tions hold the air franchises. Such 
a czar presumably would have to be 
set up in connection with the radio 


in various formations that give 
evidence of much pencil and paper 
work by the director, John Loner- 
Costuming here, as in two 


introduces them for this one. 
In fact, these boys do yeomen’s 
duty all through the unit, appearing 


as horsemen, filling in backgrounds, | trade association, but the 15-year 
and singing a college medley. Cole history of the National Association 
himself is an adequate m.c. . | Of Broadcasters (meeting this week 
Presumably, Mr. Cole was _in- at the Sherman Hotel. Chicarco} 

structed to drag in Earl Carroll's : , 4 ae Ss 
‘Vanities’ by the heels to introduce 0P€ Of constant dissent from ‘net- 
| Violet Carlson and McKay and La-| Work domination.’ 

vallee: but the most amazing blurb With a dozen or less maior film 
from the m.c. is that the latter duo, companies the problem of unity is 
| played ‘Vanities’ last season. These | simple in pix. In radio the owner- 
| boys hold interest most of the way | ship of the 700-odd stations is scat- 
with their rough-house drunk bit. 


tered. Networks own or control less 


yreceded by a fair assortment of taps . ‘ 
i - ‘ + ae than 40 stations on their own. 


and acro terp. Incidentally. ‘World 
Is Waiting for Sunrise’ is still used 
iby hoofers. 

Mi Carlson 





"em a strong! trio. 


gives get a good spot in the baliet 
|does of hokum, caricatumng a col-| production number, and make pood 
}oratura soprano and burlesuuing a!use of it. Girl carries fans through 
hot rhumba. Her works are wel! routine which include most of 
received by the handful of squat-|;the conventional and sensational 
ters who came to peek at the pic. tosses, Sunny Rice, solo tapper. hulds 
:| ‘Mountain Musie’ (Par). juttention in the opening production 
Karre LeBarron dencers, adagio} piece, Fos. 
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- ate : re ° 
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“Bid marine rg! . : , aha nde 
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Zddie Davis | Patt Morgan Ore 0 a ob Ridley ; : 
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Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of Ross & Edwards ietemnn Cats | Mariett Norris Gale Page Danee Dele stuge Kise 
show, whether full or split week Darrell & Young | Haines Tate & 3 | Sid Schaps Hotel Egdewater | SUs@r La None low R 
tarney Grant Princess Aurelia | Alice Logan Beach Viking Cafe Ties eaee te 
| Flying Whirlos Tete & Kongo Co | . 7" = pes : k 
| nerethy Jeffers Mile anine == | Club Mayflower . (Bears Walk) ‘ ewe Fay Ore Gregory Quinn Co 
es : . Cinir & Bi ian: oi LK; | Lou Sale os ernie Cummins Or | Al Steppe 
TOTTENHAM | WALTHAMSTOW | St Clatr & Etiiot Ariene & McKay | Lou Sales Ore ; tas eee Caves Darion Sunset Ina 
>. 2 . Fe . e rro. . . ’ 4 ety toy . : ah oe GS eS ‘ ‘ 
Palace ‘ Granada fas A Kirsoff Merry-Go-Round =| \yiiqred Roc! Santoro & Lorraine | Elaine Hinkle Dan Dunean Ore 
Murphy & Mack Yaps & Tempo ‘ SC | Harry Rosenthal Or | 4 MeN: Ba K Gloria Sutter pa Shale fuss Lawrence 
: »ba p Edward Victor Hotel Park Lane | Nadia Kortez Be nis ba H Smith. Ballet Staven Cole | Betty Vallone 
toy tras ' de 4 is "1 ‘ A ss ve £ | sill Ric . . 
“i Junior Raphael Orc j | yly bate Claire rc 4 Rhythm Girls Hotel Lasalle Walton Root Ai c . ; —— 
; | Roris NRoretzky uns . ; ‘Ss 
Hotel Penn ea , Club Mi | (Blue Fountain Pete . ; ‘has nee) 
CHICAGO : CLEVELAND ‘ + somie eer ys lony Sarg Co ; ' . i nuct teeomnt j sree a Sy On une 4 athe 
ee —— Provincial x Mon Paris j = nop Raa King’s Jesters Or } Aritne Gr mnt | P . 
Rav Sax Donatella Bros & C Hotel Piccadilly | cee Bantiok ub | Atyine oes ton a | € wh | c ip ise yg eacock Gardens 
West & Page Nonchalants } ave Semester Ore vesesaae White ap Sow Wall 7 ~ age Lliney v Sylvan Herman ©; ; 
Sheila Barrett Sybil Jason | the yee é | * a A > owning . e Je rome ' 
ee ae te Sees tor we W k f J 9 rout. z a Foncatlio = ? hac go mer om = Par 9 ee a 
(18) Gautier’s Toy Shop ee 0 une l Arne Cm i? wee on a ohn Rave rt L yY B ; 
e Honey Fam (18) ~~ “ra 4 Bnet . seerr'e Coconut trove John Ravencroft evy $s om b - 
Libonati 3 | Roger Pryor Ore | BRISTOL tobbie Hind Bd coe) eee | Vincent Sorey Ore tune. abla ni 1 Hotel Palmer House " 
Joe Lewis KANSAS - ft | - oe m EIEN TON Hotel Pierre nes Ee hardson ™ nt Bordon} ai (Kmpire Keom) ' et 
Jane roman | Mainstreet (15) |; bers mappells Cmpire " ‘ouis ifiero gee sa eaav Deck! ot " 
Slate Bros Cab Calloway Ba | CARDUFF Bertini Ba . Seek Savten) Eddie Lamon $. te ne zo a a -s " C (Continued from page 41) ; 
> ° sas ‘ een re eri « K } t . & 
} Capitol Lesage A * spb or Anne Heath * j Onyx Club Helene Carroll truce Holden } ee eee 3 
Teds wee Fe ¥ ri ughes " . a s c > tea iw s . Pa 
sien ee aa Farr & Hug ‘ an og i ate eek ott Mtethus | Legion Mitel Killen Blair not imagine the situation which # 
EDINBURGH raineaat 1 Maxine & Janice Mari lynn lw onir . ‘ 
Mi “nsley é > | ‘ would ;? we § 
Loew Kings nes 4 B Dale Hote) Plaza | Paradise Colosimos 4 Aristocrats a confront us’ Each compo- : 
Dave Willis pre ere Pancho Or 7 Don Enrico Abbott Dancers | Sktion would be subject to a dozen or 
| Clif€ Harley e  “TIVERPOOL Paul Draper I? AY gS Sean an Ore Bob Tinsley Hotel Sherman | More different rates, depend ™ Zs 
} Wm Thompson Paramount Neila Goodelle | pte ha en ttn Mary Sunde (College inn) | whether ji ene os E amg upon 
NEW YORK CITY, AKRON | ene Levis Radio Act Will McCune Ore | KiGrews Sis loca S Al Trace Oré |whether it was used sponsored or ‘% 
* 5 } orence Hunter i > T Andrews sts Angel Trice P sustz ins , _— 
State (24) ‘Loew's (25) ev “etal in PLYMOUTH eR NIN : ' Ang la _‘Tricone Gertrude Hofman sustaining, whole or part, single sta- 
Maj Bowes Jubilee | ~. pOyS | Palace ‘ | Place Elegante ah ale Mvrus tion or network ; - . 
Mady & Cord WASHINGTON Chas MeRinles Al Sandler 3 Freddie Starr Ore | Bill Farrell Louta Milter Arlene Owens : Ctwork, power input of sta- 
Sims & Bailey Capitol (25) } — Y J An rford D & G O'Gorman Hotel Savoy-Plaza | Mario Fen alivs “ _ Re nders Jane fener tion, ratecard, and other factors’ 
$ Samuscis & Hayes Shanghai Wing Tr a : Sobsky'’s Dogs Ray & G MeDenalé | Yoto Canglosi l t Russell Crowell Why deliberately attempt t 
: ; Jo2 Morrison GLASGOW Andes Fam Lo a | ex Gavitte Congress Hotel Coleman Clark Co ~ —-— , oe et 0 pro- 
oo Boreo | Smith & Dale | Kings Sinnett & Baynes Bmile Petti Ore | Larry Mado O1 (Casino) Hotel Steves | ject a scheme, Levy asked in con 
ingy Mannone Or | K: >-LeBar tev | Caryll & Mundy ; land ~~ 1 s | ae ne ‘ = i 4 Stevens la - ‘ ; c . = 
? < rth eBaron Rev | Rede A P ty y ca er opt KS A. me Shelton j Rainbow Grill + ase (ra vferd (Continental Reom) | clusion, ‘that will cost every one of 
———$$$<——_—_—— Anne Rapier RUGBY Mets! oP deteee Emery Deutsch Ore tap easy oe — i} us much more than we are now pay- f 
| ‘Kilt ; Stewar > bea’ > Helen Myers dep a - Sheila Barrett ing? As ;¢ 5 — Bi 
on & wart Plaza | (Brooklyn) poe ab hl | Bernhardt & G Mathation & Peedes ing? As a parting thought, I just 


| Gordon R: rhs Lesli ur ge 
| Gordo ay Gis Leslie Siransge Diaz, Don, D & D| Frances Hunt 


St John Sis TAUNTON Kli Dantzig Orc C & L. Bonnet Terns Trent 
Phyllis Tremayne Palace hi & A Glover & La Mae Varzos & Mi Dowell | Koyale Frolies 
| Stanley Brightman !' Irene Mansell dug | ’ os ae. Henri Lishon Oro 
(* Barra Har Ore Mg cry Room tiny 90's Dolly Kay 
| J Ore . 
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Cas Franklin Donahue Colleen Bobby Pincus 


want to tell you that I recently , 
visited ASCAP offices and saw in- 
dexes being prepared for individual 
members to fix their own price for 
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i’ e Patricia Morley Eddie LeBaron Ore | Georg e] | Theodore & D 9 ‘ffere . 
EARLE, WASHINGTON j Cabaret Bilis | Jay Johnson pee ae - pe _- Sam ky arent i <. Mattine | pon different forms of use for their 
arons sar - | Jacks : , c 3 5 c ; os 
Week of June 25th ‘| suetel St. Btertte | Raye & Nalai | Mignon | oe eet ae toalier h ol. ga 
} Ale = = * | Ingrid | Rosa tay | Wl rather ar “istic “Acj 
(Sky Giardens) Riviera Sules Novit Ore Jack Hilliard i ean "i aracteristic foresight, 
ARREN & BRODERICK Hal Richards Ore Mickey Alpert Orc | Marion Miller 606 Club = 3 paring tor the eventuality of 
NEW YORK CITY is mace Lois Kay Jack Elkins | Billy Carr | Siving us what so few really want— 
: ; Hotel St. i Pat O'Shea Harry's N. ¥. | Nora Ford |a per-us thou.’ . 
3 WIERE BROS. Barney Gallant's | Glen Island Cusine Vlamaane Beet | Garcia’s Mar’ba O1 Cabaret . ‘Roots’ Burns te . : "_ sped 
| Cross & Duna i Kita Reed j evy told Variety he didn’t be- 


| June Elkins | Nye Mavhew Orc a ves Fray Orc ; 5 is : re Ford & ia > lieve nyone n par cular had an\ 
} } «82 a > Jz . “has Engles Ore m . P 
VAN CEl | 0 & MARY } van raig | Helen Reynolds 4 r sch D: a Josephine Huston elt or sarnes } a : oO ti . 
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3 Musical »gues Doug Nev Marien Pierce ® aris ns Three Deuces | thing to gain bv putting th ‘ne 
S - ~ © pe te 
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, G Soin tata Pa er Si Cleo Brow ut tha stati »rators ar : 
Dir: LEDDY & SMITH be Bertolotti's htheie- Tinie 20%, Soe Ben Yost Collegtans Kecsone ll ae ee rown Seas hat station operators were be- 
a tg! seq Ore | Vera Dunn Johnny McKeever Coates Sree nin ag Gladys Palmer pe Conunen 2mee aaa they could 
= : —— SS oe gg | Bnei hong Ore) Peter Randall : i P | Sands Point Bath @ vt at | Stim Green | Satisty listeners by offering music 
ula ’ Ann Stuart Hotel Vanderbilt ; | Stroud 2 | Yacht Cinb | from th ic in in: 
Nysa Alna | Duryea’s Dolls ‘ai Club | Jean Sargent ach n ; trom e public domain instead of 
| Joyee Faye Sea : | Eddie Lane Ore Paul Rebuecci Orc | ¢t « Nino inal } race : ' 
| Variety 4 . “taal | Gould Sis Rinaldo Ore present pop tunes 
| Greta Lewis . ’ Goodelle & Farries! Emily Stevenson | titi ihe Jack Wal | . p tunes. 
} Clyde Brennan Ore Dorothy H hp | Patsy Ogden | Jac aldron Dr. Leon Levy , 
aramoun | Bill’s Gay 90's Hariom Uprea y owe Witson Lang Marion Morgan | Ann Lester & . eon zeVY, prexy of the sta- 
| Eddie T.eonar . i hg _— Hotel Waldort- Stork Club | Hotel Bismare Shirley Rust tion, told Variety several weeks ag 
| a Erskine H’wkins Bd Astori . | oT Edith Roark ; 80, 
N Sete Barri | Lillian Fitzzeraid (Starlight Roof) ee toe |. Bom | Robinson 2 | in answer to a query as to whether 
NEW YORK CITY Stan Kavanaugh SPeee ah ts008 | Edna Mae Holley : , Sas eee ahs Kadie Varzo | | he would a r Le 
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Jack LeLair LEWISHAM V Trave yr | Phil D’Arey O Jane Jones Al Eldredge Ore Jjtthe Rathskeller _ er t radi ‘0 j New York = 
Maurice | Palace | Cc Pine ae - | Stuart Jules = Paul Kendali The bee Sisters Jack Grittn Ore } Ubangi Club men radio project in New 
CAMDEN TOWN | Ronald Gourley Adalet vel) Ore =| Kay Marshall Helen Warner Bonnie Lind Jimmy Kelty | Doc Hyder’s Ore City. 
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Murphy & Mack ail ‘ | Hotel Me! Gagnon & B h’ k P Pate | Bobby Lee Ore p te tear é‘ 
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: iene ani ommatn Biieeen | tris Wayne - amare ee the-Alr) | Deuces Destsiche June Glory ee etd wey singe Ore we Rathekester Plan is to utilize talent and mate 

Rictardsen & P |. Khida $i ; Vega Asp oral Istanders | Wardell & ‘ “ese ay Shelby | ¥ Norman Ore ial it h : e ctiv qgnera cos. 

‘ mn Sis | wad ee ’ Hat Hop | Wardell & Dade . Kav Lavery > rial of their respective oper 
EDMONTON TOOT ONG, sadle Rogers Ore ts epe Orc Sally Joyce Cher Varee Mia: , Dolly Vaughan , low very 
EMPIRE Granada Proiws — Weit ‘Siectiiess Ted Lewis Ore yee pe Nolan, Darling & N| Script and score will follow vé 
. pa . realities ' Slectrenie | ackhaw on re iizie Tovuine KF an tle pias -oductions 
Gaall Bros Troise Mandoliers Ralph Watkine Orc enn Papite ba Seanaen . ae & Revel Constance Vonway Bag, hanes Al closely the recent stage. pl yduction 

tadiv Aces Virginia Young | Prank Ponti of both outfits. 
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Victoria Regina Finally Opens 
In London and a Sock: Two Other 


= 





} 


J.S. Plays Premiere, One Is Okay | 


London, June 22. 


‘Victoria Regina’ opened last (Mon- 
day) night at the Lyric theatre, and 
gives every indication of being the 
biggest London success in years. Re- 
ception accorded the play about the 
life of Queen Victoria was not the 
hysterical sort, but one inspired by 
genuine approval of the manner in 
which the subject and her era were 
handled, both by the author and the 
production. Play should enjoy at 
least a run of two years, judging 
from the morning-after reaction. 

Although about an English subject 
and by an English playwright, Law- 
rence Housman, ‘Victoria’ was seen 
first in New York. This was due to 
the fact that there was a ban in 
England on the subject until a few 
months ago. 


Jules Eckert Goodmin’s ‘The Great | 


Romancer,’ which was recently tried 
out by the Repertory Players, opened 
at the New theatre on June 15. Piece 
seems a possible success, due to the 
smacko trouping of Robert Morely 
in the role of Alexandre Dumas. 

Opening at the Shaftesbury theatre 
Wednesday (15), ‘Satyr’ is deemed 
extremely unlikely to _ succeed. 
Drama is a gloomy pathological job 
about a youth with a homicidal sex 
mania. Piece is too morbidly clin- 
ical. It was produced by Chester 
Erskin, American. 

Both ‘Great Romancer’ and ‘Satyr’ 
are by American authors, and are 
being given London spins before pro- 
posed New York presentations. 


B’WAY P. A.’S CONSIDER 
MODIFIED AGREEMENT 


The New York Theatrical Press 
Agents have taken no action on the 
Theatre League’s suggestions that 
the proffered agreement provide for 
two classifications to facilitate new 
people entering the field and that 
the minimum salary stipulation be 
lowered. Understood that the p.a.’s 
will seek to secure the signatures of 
individual producers, although they 
also desire the okay from the 
League. Because a number of show- 
men are not in the city, final de- 
cision may not be secured until late 
in the summer. 

Press agents contend the proposed 
agreement need not be revised in 
order to meet the managerial points. 
Unless specifically engaged for ex- 
clusive services the minimum is $100 
and not $150 weekly and the rules 
provide for new people to join the 
NYTPA as associate members. 


Ex-Stage Juve Upped to 
$215-a-Month Detective 


St. Louis, June 22, 

Harry Fender, who tossed over- 
board a career on operatic stage for 
one with St. Louis police department, 
has moved up another rung on local 
gendarme ladder. Last week, in 
wholesale shakeup of dept. Fender 
was upped to job as. detective-ser- 
geant. Several years ago when Fen- 
der turned down propositions to re- 
main on stage he joined local con- 
Stabulary as motorcycle cop. 

Later, after several important cap- 
tures of crooks, he was made a plain- 














clothesman and further distinguished | 


himself by nabbing gentry in the 
wanted’ list. His salary is upped 


from $180 to $215 per month by pro- 
motion, 


‘Burglar Strike’ Looms 


Hollywood, June 22. 
_Sam Rosen has acquired produc- 
tion rights to ‘Burglar Strike,’ new 
comedy by Louis Weitzenkorn. 


Fall production on Broadway is 
planned, 











The Price of Fame 





John P. Murray and Allen 
Boretz, authors of ‘Room Ser- 
vice,’ were sitting on the steps 
outside the stagedoor of the 
Cort, N. Y., one night last week 
after a performance of their 
comedy smash. Not recognizing 
them, the doorman told ’em to 
‘get going.’ 

Announcement of the sale of 
their play to RKO for $255,000 
had been made that afternoon. 


KELLAND’S SERIAL 
A PROBABLE PLAY 


Clarence Budington Kelland’s 
story, ‘A Star Rising,’ appearing 
serially in the Cosmopolitan Maga- 
zine, will be dramatized if the author 
can reach terms with an adapter. Un- 
derstood serial rights bring Kelland 
$75,000. Deal also gives Hearst an 
option on the film rights for $50,- 
000. Publisher has not lifted it so 
far. 

Script of the author’s previous 
yarn, ‘Stand-in,’ is being prepared 

















for Walter Wanger. Joan Blondell is 
| slated for dual lead. 





| 


‘Show’ Continues Run 
| With Replacements Due 


| ‘The Show Is On,’ which is contin- 
uing this week at the Winter Garden, 
|after being announced ‘positively last 
times, may last longer if cast 
changes are worked out. Willie How- 
ard is reported engaged to replace 
Bert Lahr, who is going to Holly- 
wood. No feminine changes contem- 
plated and Beatrice Lillie is not due 
on the Coast immediately. She goes 
to Paramount (Major Productions: 
Emanuel Cohen) in August and Lahr 
is due at Universal (DeSylva). 

However, Reginald Gardiner will 
withdraw, and it is planned to di- 
vide his assignments among other 
players. Ralph Riggs will also leave 
the revue, under contract with the 
St. Louis Municipal Opera. His 
place will go to Dave Mallin, under- 
study with the show. 

‘Last weeks’ were in the show’s ads 
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|craze was at its peak, three years 
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40° REDUCTION 
NV RURAL SPOTS 





‘Drop in Number of Rural 
Spots Expected to Be Bal- 
anced by Careful Select- 
ing of Promising Scripts 
for Tryouts 





BETTER QUALITY 





| Indications 
| 
| 


are that the rural 
summer showshops are developiing 
jinto an annual theatre feature, 


'rather than an escape from the city 


ness. There will 
theatres this year, unless there is a 
last minute rush. At this time there 
are 40% fewer spots in the sticks 
than last late June and there will 
be considerably fewer new play 
trysuts, 

It is believed that in the reduc- 
tion of the number of country show 
ventures, there will result a steadily 


improving type of presentation. 
That goes for the new shows tried 
out, as well as the standardized 


plays offered. Through regulations 
imposed by Equity, players are 
getting a better break and more 
professionals are used instead of 
amateurs and graduates of schools 
of the drama. 


Only 51 Tryouts 

There are 51 new plays listed for 
the sticks, as against 75 tried last 
summer. Of the latter crop only 10 
were rated as definite possibilities, 
and none which reached the Broad- 
way boards even approximated mod- 
erate success. When the strawhat 


ago, there were 135 new plays tried 
out. The number has been steadily 
decreasing and so has the im- 
portance of such showings. There 
are probably as many ambitious 
authors, but fewer embryo man- 
agers. New play presentations are 
too hurriedly prepared, and _ too 
hampered, to continue to attract 
regular managerial scrutiny. 

Total number of rural theatres, 
this year, will probably not exceed 
40, as against 55 listed by Equity 
last summer. The current list 
actually counts up to 36 at this time. 
There are possibilities for 90 but 
mostly hideaways, which will prob- 
ably not materialize. As many as 
105 barn theatres were counted sev- 
eral seasons back. Plenty were of 
the coffee-and-cake sort, with play- 
ers taking a chance at return trans- 

(Continued on page 64) 


for actors during the summer dull- | 
be fewer barn | 


FTP Workers Begin Battle for Life 
Backed by Unions; Dismissals Start 
When 1,700 Get Pink Slips in a Day 





50% Are Pros 


The actual number of profes- 
sionals in the WPA theatre 
project, N. Y., who received 
dismissal slips among the 1,709 
mailed out was not tabulated 
up to Tuesday (22) afternoon. 
Indications are that more than 
50% are pros. In some de- 
partments the 30° reduction 
in complement was exact as in 
the vaudeville division which 
had 194 let-outs. Reported that 
220 stagehands had received 
slips, that number being in ex- 
cess of the dismissal percent- 
age. It was explained that was 
so because the order stipulates 
there shall be no more than 
5% of non-relief people re- 
tained and a goodly number of 
WPA deckhands were not clas- 
sified. 

At Equity 120 members had 
reported getting the slips, but 
it was known that more had not 
yet reported. There are 700 
Equityites on the relief theatre 
payrolls. Musicians who are 
part of the theatre project were 
said not to have received the 
full percentage of pink slips, 
because they are required with 
the various attractions. In the 
ticket sellers department there 
are 21 let-outs out of 57 people. 


Demonstrations and protests 
to officials at WPA theatre 
headquarters in the Chanin 


building continued throughout 
the days and sit-down strikes 
in some theatres were on tap. 

















sometime ago and then the line was 
dropped. 








‘Katharine Locke Leaving 
‘Time’; Miss Fox Succeeds 





| 
| Katharine Locke will leave the 
cast of ‘Having Wonderful Time,’ 
i'Lyceum, N. Y. Actress attracted 
| unusual attention in the press when 
the show opened and it was stated 
she would remain for the run of the 
play, although there was a Coast 
| aloe to her services. A new con- 
tract was entered into with Marc 
Connelly, show’s producer, provid- 
ing for Miss Locke’s appearance in 
‘Time’ until September. This con- 
| tract has been cancelled by mutual 
consent. 
| Understood that Miss Locke is 
| leaving the show because of illness 
| and the need of a rest. Her succes- 
| sor in the role will be Sidney Fox. 
When Miss Locke missed one per- 
| formance last week, her part was 
| played by Helen Golden, understudy. 








| Nebraska Tent Show 


Lincoln, June 22. 
Chick Boyes Players have opened 
under canvas here on the West Lin- 
coln Jot, which they had in the sea- 
sons of 1934 and 1935. First per- 
formance was June 21, and tent is 
here for the summer. 
Feature is Evelyn, femme men- 
talist, who works between acts, 





B’WAY LEGIT SUGGESTS 
A VOLUNTARY PAY CUT 


A cut in salaries of the players in 
‘Excursion,’ Vanderbilt, N. Y., has 
been made with the assent of Equity. 
Slice has an unusual angle, it being 
made at the suggestion of the cast, 
not the management. Latter planned 
closing the play last Saturday, actors 
stepping forward with a new sched- 
ule of salaries. 

‘Excursion’s’ business had been 
slipping steadily and the recent 
weekly red was reported more than 
$1,700. Attendance was somewhat 
aided by a cut-rate deal. 





Dowling Receives Only $5,000 as Share 
In Richard Profits; Broadway Click 





Eddie Dowling and Boris Said, 
battling partners in the management 
of the St. James and 44th St. thea- 
tres, N. Y., also interested in the 
surprise click of ‘King Richard II,’ 
have arranged a split-up of profits. 
Theirs has been one of the oddest 
financial relationships known on 
Broadway. Last week Dowling re- 
ceived $5,000, said to be the only 
money received by him during the 
three years they have operated the 
St. James (originally Erlanger’s). 

That coin was tendered as his 
share of profits, mostly from ‘Rich- 
ard,’ they having a 50% interest be- 
tween them. Dowling’s split was 
considered small considering the fact 
that the show ran 17 weeks and 
grossed around ‘$300,000, besides 
which the house earnings were fig- 
ured to have totaled a considerable 
sum, Charged against him, how- 
ever, was the loss on the 44th St., 
mostly dark throughout the year. 
Office rent, with maintenance of 
same, was also a debit, despite the 
fact it is located in the St. James. 

Said is an oil man, connected with 
Standard Oil’s Russian holdings and 
has been interested in show business 








for some years, usually as a silent 
partner. He arranged the leases for 
both theatres with Vincent Astor 
and originally his percentage of ex- 
pected profits from the St. James 
made it virtually impossible for 
Dowling to participate, even if the 
house had a hit. The Russian was 
also in on “Thumbs Up’ which had 
Dowling and Ray Dooley jn the cast. 
Production went beyond the budget 
and neither the actor-manager nor 
his wife (Miss Dooley) received any 
salary during the engagement. 
When Robinson Smith and Maurice 
Evans presented ‘Richard’ they fig- 
ured on having twice the bankroll 
necessary for production as a sink- 
ing fund in case of losses. Dowling 
and Said came in, each getting 25% 
of the venture. Understood their 
combined half of ‘Richard’ also ap- 
plies to the tour next season. 
Dowling has plans for an intimate 
revue next season. First, however, 
he will present one of the Abbey 
dramas which attracted attention in 
Dublin last season. He is sailing 
shortly to complete arrangements 





for the American presentation which 
may include several Irish players. 


a. a 


Monday (21) morning over 1.700 
persons on the WPA theatre project 
in New York received dismissal 
notices in the mail at their abodes, 
the first step in reducing the per- 
sonnel by 30% being taken precisely 
as scheduled by Washington. Those 
who received the pink slips are 
slated to go off the Federal relief 
payroll July 15. Nearly all the pro- 
fessionals who are on the let-out list, 
signed in at the project offices, then 
reported to the quarters of the 
various stage unions. 


The unions, all affiliates of the 
American Federation of Labor which 
is backing up their protests against 
the dismissals, took the position that 
now that the let-outs have actually 
been ordered, they can now proceed 
to fight the ‘nothing can be done 
about it’ declaration made by Hallie 
Flanagan when she formally advised 
union officials that there would be 
no change in the complement- 
reduction schedule nor the manner 
in which it was carried out. 

‘Nothing can be done about it’ was 
reiterated by William P. Farnsworth, 
assistant to Mrs. Flanagan, when 
delegations called at headquarters in 
the Chanin building before the dis- 








missal notices went out. The unions, 
however, have plenty to say about 
the methods used to decide who is 
and who is not essential to the thea- 
tre project. 

Unions Plan Action 


Unions say they wish to keep 
away from any personal clash with 
WPA theatre heads but it is clear 
that the fight is on to prevent actual 
professionals from being dismissed in 
preference to those who had not 
been identified with the stage previ- 
ous to the relief Federal Theatre 
Project. Last week the stage unions 
held three meetings and acting as a 
unit, two strongly worded communi- 
cations were sent Mrs. Flanagan. In 
one letter sent last Thursday (17) it 
was set forth that: 

‘Money for the project was to be 
used to give employment to those 

(Continued on page 63) 


COCHRAN, IMPROVED, 
EN ROUTE TO FRISCO 


Charles B. Cochran, the London 
manager, left New York Sunday (20) 
for the west, much improved physic- 
ally over his condition when arriving 
for a surprise visit. Showman was 
suffering with arthritis of the leg, 
but the affliction virtually dis- 
appeared after treatment by Dr, 
George Ross Starr. Same New York 
physician also treated Evelyn Laye 
successfully with the result that the 
actress sent for her mother who was 
ailing in England and who became 
Dr. Starr’s patient. 

Cochran stopped over in Chicago 
for the Braddock-Louis fight, being 
the guest of Gene Tunney for the 
event. His itinerary then calls for a 
trip to San Francisco where he will 
be consulted about the plans for a 
theatrical revival there during the 
Golden Gate exposition in 1939, 


‘Tobacco Road,’ July 3 
At Garden Pier, A. C. 


Atlantic City, June 22. 

Garden Pier theatre, under the 
management of Lex Carlin, opens 
Saturday, July 3, while Joe Quittner 
will reopen his Globe theatre for its 
aa season of burlesque on Friday 
(25). 

Garden Pier will book legitimate 
shows beginning with ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ followed by ‘Mulatto,’ ‘Dead 


End’ and ‘You Can’t Take It With 
You,’ 




















Sam Rayner will head the bure- 
, lesque troupe at the Globe, which 
‘will have two shows daily. 
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Actors and Audiences All Mixed Up. 
As WPA Opera Goes Commercial 


By WOLFE KAUFMAN 





| strike in a steel mill. Maybe that’s 
Broadway got a neo-commercial| Why the g grey called it pe 
legit attraction last week when the et oe or S say oe : 
WPA’s ‘The Cradle Wiil Rotk,’ ac-| 2; "0° = ing as Seema” seek | 
tually an opera but presented in| W4S Simply that eas ca Raat ng 
legit guise, changed its spots over- sabe - hele S aeak aks Si es % 
night and went commercial. It was, ?* »p . =e 008 we d, one = vies 
one of the most curious situations! '"5 bag 9% : so no ne ‘ VS | 
in legit history and it made one unt ae ; ~ y- h vas no per- | 
; i econe 12nt there was oY - 
of the most curious legit productions eco nis =. : 
in legit history formance and a lot of people 
in S ° “a " m — a ic on eas 
: . ‘~lamore their money back. 
Opera, written by Marc Blitzstein ae a -? p. aka "Phe yes wn and 
young modernist composer, was to, ) 73'S Si" 2 ee — 4 
for a series of previews at th Itnows how to take money but hasn’t 
open series views at the; : ee ee ay 
Maxine Elliott Wednesday night (16) er gh glen ed te pl ys pn 
. At ‘iS al A i ‘ 
pes than ig ve a +e A % a book of rules. Write your name and 
of previews ha $s n ad- 





: fanizations: | 2¢9ress down, please. Something | 
; orgs ‘ 1S; 
vance to various on tate - will be done about it by somebody 
stage-hands were ready, lights wei canieiietaite 


ready, actors were ready—and sud- | 
denly came orders from Washington | 
that the show could not and must 
not go on. That was a blow in 
more ways than one. There were | they said, the show was called off. 
already a few customers trickling | But if someone else wanted to pro- 
into the lobby and things had to be) quo, it, why not? So 18 of the cast 
done quick—or not at all. Composer-/| 4htained leaves of absence from the 
author Blitzstein, Orson Welles, | 


| project and went commercial. Equity 
stager of the show, and John Hous-| wanted bond and Helen Deutsch, | 


man got together quick. The show | p. a. for the Theatre Guild, came 
must go on, they felt. But where) across, depositing $1,500. It was then 
—and how? _| discovered that some of the actors 
Someone phoned the Actors | didn’t belong to Equity, so they had 
Equity. Mr. Gillmore considered the} tg join—$600 worth of this—again 
situation and announced that the| Miss Deutsch played the good 
WPA is a manager, like any other) Samaritan. A contract had to be ar- 
manager. if it didn’t wish a show| ranged with the Dramatists Guild, 
to go on, no matter what the ex-| but that was easy by this time. Ad- 
cuse, that was that. Still Welles and| mission was raised from the regular 
Housman and Blitzstein wanted to| WPA 55c to $1, with WPA workers 
see the cradle rock. Aid was} permitted in at 25¢ a throw. 
sought, questions asked, help solicited. But nothing mattered, everything 


Third night something was really 
done about it. Housman and Welles 
rushed to Washington and consulted 
officials. Nothing could be. done, 














Proviso 


Notified that WPA actors in 
‘The Trial of Dr. Beck’ intend- 
ed staging a sit-in strike at his 
Shubert theatre, in Newark, 
Jules Leventhal, pop-price pro- 
ducer who controls the house, 
told ’em it was okay with him 
if they paid the light bill 

They did. 














| whose 














it came. Someone thought of the/ was arranged, the show is on. Ex- 
Venice theatre, dark. And someone} cept that Blittstein is still playing 
that same night. Actors, managers, | actors are still spread around the 
directors — and audience — were) theatre. It’s called a ‘new tech- 
there, finally, they saw perhaps the | But Welles doesn’t do so much ex- 
weirdest premiere performance any | 

understand sans explanations. If 

The Show Goes On easier is the word. 
Complicated as it all sounds, it 
Herman Shumlin and some other 
legit gents aiding. Show, at the 
time, Scenery? That was dispensed A voluntary petition of bankruptcy 
with. Lights? Those were rigged! was filed in the Southern district, 
found a miniature piano and dragged | Edward Margolies, liabities amount- 
it into center-stage, for Mr. Blitz-| ing to $424,000, partly contingent, no 
them had the courage to skip Mr. | ing trend in the 1920’s Margolies 
Gillmore’s ultimatum and read their} erected a number of legit houses on 
from their orchestra seats, rather|ed were limited capacity theatres 
than on stage. Thus they were tech-; such as the Bijou, 49th Street, also 
Mr. Blitzstein recited their parts. It) Margolies went into bankruptcy in 
was easy for him. He merely played| 1931 and the present action is stated 
score on his miniature piano and 9 liquidate all claims. Builder was 
recited seven or eight roles. in poor health for some time, but 
a desk and a chair, on one side of | 
the stage, and explained what was 
There is no way of knowing very Elitch Opens Strongly 
exactly what the opera is about. It fal ae 
Denver, 22. 

moving—performance, But the 100- waver, cune 
odd customers in the audience, into} mee tied danke. eee. 

with ‘Reflected Glory’ topped last 


paid $100 for rent of the house for| and acting on his piano and the 
shunted over to the Venice. And) nique.’ 
qperh.in the werld ever: aot. | plaining any more. It’s easier to 
ked : “S, a : 
was worked out in a very few hours Ed Margolies Bankrupt 
Venice, managed to open almost on 
up—in a fashion. Music? Someone, Federal court, N. Y., last week by 
stein to play. Actors? A few of|assets. During the theatre build- 
lines, but prudence enough to do it| Broadway for the Shuberts. Includ- 
nically safe. Others didn’t bother.| the Ritz and Ambassador. 
the entire complicated orchestral|t 9 be a finishing proceeding aimed 
Welles helped out. He got himself) plans to become active again. 

going on as it went along. 
‘was an interesting—and curiously 

Receipts of the opening week at 
which were mixed a dozen or so 


actors, made a curious combination. | 


Blitzstein layed like fury and | Year's opening week by a consider- 
acted i amides: Welles’ ex-| able amount. Although not many 
planations managed to muddle} more people saw the show, receipts 


° j d because of the rise in ad- 
things up a good deal more. But the | Jumpe 

business of actors in various sections | M'SS'0S- Week approximated $9,500. 
of the house popping up and reading. Opening night (19) saw a sellout, 
speeches, with answers from other st business steady the rest of the 
corners of the house—or from the’ pate ‘ : ah 
stage—and the sudden creeping in| This week's play is ‘Hitch Your 
of an accordion accompaniment (a/ Wagon,’ starring Kenneth MacKenna 
gent with an accordion showed up| and Barbara Robbins. 

who knew some of the score and 


helped out) all went into making it) Sidney’s Legit Comeback 
something of a rara avis—whatever 1° 9 — 
In Theatre Guild’s ‘Quito 


that means. 
It would be better reporting to Sylvia Sidney has been signed by 
| the Theatre Guild for the lead in ‘To | 


say that Blitzstein stumbled over 
some of his own lines or notes—he Quito and Back,’ Ben Hecht’s play | 
had enough to do, certainly, he which is expected to open the Guild's | 
should have—but he didn’t. He re- fall season. Leslie Banks will play | 
membered it all. Later he explained | opposite her Expected that Philip 
that he had played it all and sung Moeller will direct, though that’s not | 
it all to so many prospective back- | set. Nor is the scene designer. Show 
ers for a commercial venture—all of will have an out-of-town tryout, 
whom didn’t think it very commer- probably in Washington. Rehearsals 
cial—that he would never forget start Aug. 31. with Miss Sidney pull- 
even so much as a comma of it. |ing in from the Coast a week later, 
Sylvia Sidney has never before 


Curiously Effective 

It would make a better story to | worked for the Guild. Her last 
say that it was all confusion and | Broadway appearance was in ‘Bad 
bedlam, But it wasn’t. It was all! Girl, which brought her a Holly- 
strangely moving and affecting. And | wood contract. Actress attended the 
the music certainly was and is good. | Guild acting school, however, before 
(There’s one jazz number which, | clicking. School was headed by 
well—). But as to story — it has | Winifred Lenihan, but was aban- 








SIR J. M. BARRIE 
DIES AT 77 IN 
LONDON 


Equity Vote Defeats Secret Ballot — 
~ Amendment Sponsored by Insurgents 


> 





EDDIE CANTOR PREZ 
OF JEWISH TH. GUILD 


Eddie Cantor was elected presi- 
dent of the Jewish Theatrical Guild 
last week. Other officers named for 
the coming year are George Jessel, 
Fred Block, Sam H. Harris, William 
Morris, Jr., Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld, A. 
A. Jaller, vice-presidents; Abe Last- 


—__—__— ¢ 


| fogel, treasurer; Nat Lefkowitz, as- 
| sistant treasurer; Sam Forrest, finan- 


cial secretary, and Dave Ferguson, | 


| executive secretary. 
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Sir James Matthew Barrie, 
greatest fame probably de- 
rives from his ‘Peter Pan,’ died in 
a London nursing home, June 19, of 
pneumonia, complicated by _ heart 
trouble. He had been ill only a few 
days. He had been a sufferer from 
neuritis for many years, losing the 
use of his right arm,, but had other- | 
wise been in generally good health, | 
his age considered. 

He was born in the Scottish town! 
of Kirriemuir, later to become world- | 
known as “‘Thrums,’ the son of poor | 
weavers. Writing stories attracted at- | 
tention in Nottingham and he went | 
to work for a newspaper there, gain- | 
ing the material for ‘When a Man’s| 
Single. From there he went to | 
London, where he produced his first | 





published novel, ‘Better’ Dead.’ 
There followed ‘Auld Licht Idyls,’| 
‘An Edinburgh Eleven, ‘When a | 


Man’s Single’ and ‘A Window in|} 
Thrums.’ 

His career as a playwright dates | 
from 1895, when he had produced | 
‘The Professor’s Love: Story,’ fol-| 
lowed by his dramatization of “The|} 
Little Minister,’ which he had pre- 
sented as a novel in 1891. This} 
gained for’ him almost immediate | 
recognition, and plays seemed to| 
flow from his pen, achieving his: top| 
success in 1904 with ‘Peter Pan,’ | 
which perhaps, owed as’ much to! 
Maude Adams’ sympathetic interpre- 
tation of the title role as it did to| 
the whimsy of the story. His plays} 
were almost uniformly successful, | 
though in 1913 his ‘The Adored One’ | 
was booed at its London premiere | 
and, in 1936, his ‘The Boy David,’ | 
after an auspicious start in the 
provinces was a costly failure in} 
London with Elisabeth Bergner. In| 
between, however, he produced a | 
long string of plays that were both | 
artistic and financial successes. Most 
of them were presented in America 
by the late Charles Frohman, and 
many of which gave Maude Adams 
some of her greatest opportunities, 
notably ‘Peter Pan’ and ‘The Little 
Minister.’ 

Most of his fictional successes date 
to the early years, but he had no 
peak period in his plays, which in- 
cluded: 

‘The Professor’s Love Story,’ ‘The 
Little Minister, ‘The Wedding 
Guest,’ ‘Quality Street,’ ‘The Ad- 
mirable Crichton,’ ‘Little Mary,’ ‘Peter | 
Pan, ‘Alice Sit-by-the-Fire,” ‘What | 
Every Woman Knows,’ ‘The Legend | 
of Lenora,’ ‘The Will,’ ‘The Adored | 
One, ‘Half an Hour,’ ‘Der Tag,’| 
‘Rosy Rapture.’ ‘A Kiss for Cinderet- | 
la,” ‘The Old Lady Shows Her} 
Medals,’ ‘Seven Women, ‘Dear | 
Brutus,’ ‘Echoes of the War,’ ‘Mary | 
Rose,’ ‘Shall We. Join the Ladies,’ | 
‘The Boy David.’ 

His longest-lived play was ‘Peter | 
Pan,’ which is revived almost yearly | 
in England around Christmas time. | 
Some years ago he donated all finan- | 
cial rights in this play to the Great. 
Ormond Street Children’s hospital. | 

He made his first visit to the U. S.| 
in 1906, en route to Samoa to visit | 
Robert Louis Stevenson, but the lat- | 
ter’s death defeated that end and| 
he returned home. He again visited 











something or other to do with a 'doned by the Guild in the late ’20s. 


America in 1914. 
He was married to Miss Ansell 
| who was an actress in his ‘Walker. 


London.’ Later he divorced her, 


|} though he was strongly attached to 


her. He never remarried. 

He was made a baronet in 1913. 
having previously refused the same 
title, and in 1922 received the Order | 


of Merit, which he valued more} 
highly than his knighthood. 
Many of his plays found their | 


way to the screen. notably ‘The Ad- 
mirable Crichton’ (Male and Fe- 
male’), ‘Peter Pan,’ ‘A Kiss for Cin- 
derella,’ ‘The Old Lady Shows Her 
Medals’ (‘Seven Days’ Leave’), ‘Half 
an Hour (The Doctor's Secret’) 
‘What Every Woman Knows’ and 
‘The Little Minister, 





| mous donor. 


William D. Weinberger is chair- 
man of the board of trustees, and 
Dr. Leo Michel chairman of, the re- 
lief committee. 


Lee Simonson’s Stanford 
Lectures Date Bookings 


San Francisco, June 22. 

Lee Simonson, who designed the 
sets for the Lunts in ‘Idiot’s Delight’ 
and their new play, ‘Amphitryon 38,’ 
will give a series of lectures at Stan- 
ford University, Palo Alto, this 
month, all of which will be open to 
the community and the general public 
through the generosity of an anony- 


The lectures arranged | 
by the division of speech and drama | 
will inaugurate the Summer Drama | 
Festival of 1937, and will be given in | 
the theatre of Memorial Hall} 
throughout the last week in June. | 


The five lectures are as follows: | 
‘Past Performances’ (illustrated); | 
‘Stage Settings from 1535-1935’; | 


‘Alternatives—a survey of modern | 
scenic methods; ‘Plan of Action’; 
‘The Development of the Modern 
Director,’ and ‘The Theatre and the 
Community.’ 


Court Demands Insurance 
Policies in Haynes Case 


Daniel Leo Haynes, colored actor, 
last appearing in ‘The Green Pas- 
tures,’ must surrender six insurance 
policies totaling nearly $25,000 to a/| 
trusiee in bankruptcy before his 
financial affairs can be settled, Fed- 
eral Judge John W. Clancy in New 
York decided yesterday (Tuesday). 
_The actor filed a voluntary peti- 
tion in bankruptcy in 1933, listing 
his liabilities at $6,115. He claimed 
no assets. Later, when he sought a 
discharge, Harold Coffin, referee, 
learned Haynes had insurance poli- 
cies of considerable value, but 
which were in his wife’s name. The 
referee decided Haynes should make 
a cash value surrender of the poli- 


| That 


| test the 


| considerable time, the 


| dicated that the opposition 


j}ries of Frank Gillmore and 





cies to the trustee for the benefit of 
the creditors. Haynes opposed the! 
order, but Judge Clancy upheld the 
referee. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of June 21) 

‘Brother Rat,’ Geary, San 
Francisco. 

‘Amphitryon 38,’ 
Fontanne), 
cisco. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris, Chicago. 





(Lunt and | 
Curran, San Fran- 


Summer Theatres 
(NEW PLAYS THIS WEEK) 
‘Ghost Owl,’ Starlight, Pawl- 
ing, N. Y. 

‘Behind the Eight-Ball,’ Mount 
Gretna, Pa. 

‘It’s a Cinch,’ 
June 24. 

‘The Contrast,’ Mary Young 
Theatre, Centerville, Mass. 


Derry, N. H., | 


FUTURE PLAYS 


‘Seven Eleven’ by James M. Cain| 
to be produced in the fall by Anton| 
Bundsmann. | 

‘Yoo Hoo Everybody’ comedy by 
Effie J. Young and Agnes C. Noel} 
taken by Harry Young for October 
production, 

‘The Lunatic from Boston’ comedy | 
by Norman Matson purchased by | 
the Theatre Guild. 


| 


| 


| ten in 
|in their own stage production 





Although the amendment on the 
secret ballot was defeated by more 
than two to one in an Equity ref- 
erendum which was quickly counted 


|last Thursday (17), the association’s 


administration, which opposed the 


| proposal, deplored the apathy indi- 


cated by the total number of vote 
condition has been more »5 
less true for years, though the rece 
annual election saw a material lift 
in the number of ballots cast, prin- 


cipally because of the three-sided 
|contest to place people on the coun- 
cil, 


Amendment was fostered by the 
opposition group in Equity. Council 
rejected the idea, but decided to 
sentiment of members by 
referendum, then ordered the elec- 
tion to be held by the secret vote 
method. Although Equity’s officers 
feared the tally of votes might take 
votes were 
counted in one day. From now on 
the council will decide when the 
secret vote method is to be used 
administration having believed that 
was the right idea rather than being 
mandatory, as would have attained 
had the amendment been adopted. 

There were 526 votes against the 
amendment as against 262 who voted 
yes, a total of 788. At the election 
there were 1,244 votes cast, or ap- 
proximately half the total of the paid 
up senior membership. It was in- 
forces 
were unable to rally their own group, 
since they were able to get 436 votes 
for one of their council candidates 

Much ado was made over the pro- 
posed amendment. Administration 
stated that if the referendum fav- 
ored the idea, it might mean that 
all questions at all meetings would 
have to be decided by the secret 
method. Legal opinion backing that 
viewpoint was announced, although 
one attorney did not agree. Indies 
claimed that the administration was 
befuddling the issue and, régardless 
of the way the amendment was 


| phrased, the intent was to apply the 


secret ballot only for elections. 
The proposed reduction of sala- 

Paul 

Dulzell, also suggested by the op- 


| position, will probably be acted oa 


after the committee, to be named 
by the council, reports to that body. 
Claimed that the re-election of both 
officers indicates that the member- 


|ship at large does not favor cutting 
| their salaries. 





New Coast Revue 





Los Angeles. June 22. 

George O'Neil is penning the li- 
bretto for ‘Summer Breeze,’ revue 
which Homer Curran and the Shu- 
berts plan to break in here some- 
time in September. 

L. B. Kornblum is doing the mu- 
sical score for the projected ‘Breeze.’ 





‘Leventhal Would Like 


To Be Hampden’s Mer. 
Jules J. Leventhal is negotiating 
with Walter Hampden for the possi- 
ble appearance of the actor-managet 
under his auspices next season 
Understood he would like Hamp- 
den to act in ‘The Honor of the Fam- 
ily’ and ‘The Passing of the Third 
Floor Back.’ 





Playwright Wins Suit 

Madeline Boyd Lucas, playwright 
was awarded $386 damages by Fed- 
eral Judge Mandelbaum, in N. Y., it 
the $15,000 plagiarism action she 
brought against the Rev. James K 
Humphrey, Estelle Bruce, a wreitet 
and others. 

Plaintiff claimed defendants lifted 
parts of a play entitled ‘The Heaven- 
ly Gate Ajar’ which she had writ- 
1917 and used the material 

Tha 
Final Judgment.’ 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Kay Strozzi, Selena Royle, Peres 
Waram, Charles Coburn, ‘Tweltth 
Night,’ Mohawk Drama Festival 

Eva Le Gallienne, “The Mistress 0! 


| the Inn,’ Westchester Playhouse 
Mount Kisco, N, Y. 
Adrienne Earle, Frank Lyow 


Marian Grant, Irene Shirley, Rob- 
ert Perry, Kenneth Parks, Olive 
Warren, Ramon Greenleaf, Nancs 


Duncan, ‘When Ladies Meet.’ Lake 
Whalom theatre, Fitchburg, Mass 
Irene Purcell, ‘First Lady’ (Lever- 
thal preduction). 
Donald Cook, ‘The High 
County theatre, Suffera, N. ¥ 


Road. 
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_ tion of ‘Amphitryon,’ it’s also to be 
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Hope Williams Divides Star Biling 
With Lunts in “Amphitryon, Frisco 
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Unusual setup for ‘Amphitryon 38, 
which the Guild opens in San Fran- 
cisco tonight (Wednesday) splits the 
Alfred Lunt-Lynn Fontanne combo 
in the billing for the first time since 
the pair gained recognition as an act- 
ing team. Ads and program give 
Miss Fontanne top spot, with Hope 
Williams in second position and Al- | 
fred Lunt third. Added puzzle lies | 
in the fact that Miss Williams is un-| 
derstood to have a comparatively 
small part. 

Billing in the programs and three- | 
column newspaper ads lists the three 
featured players in a horizontal line, 
Miss Fontanne getting the left-hand 
position, Miss Williams the center 
and Lunt winding up on the right. 
In the two-column newspaper ads, 
Miss Fontanne and Miss Williams 
are placed at the top in left and 
right-hand spots, respectively, while 
Lunt’s name appears at the left, but 
below those of the two women. 

Guild never has given any actor | 
star billing, but Lunt and Fontanne | 
have always carried top billing and 
in that order. It’s generally been 
figured that Lunt is the major b.o. 
draw, although he and Miss Fon- 
tanne have for years been regarded 
primarily as a team and as such to 
be theoretically of equal importance. 
Fact that Lunt is now spotted third 
in the billing is believed to be en- 
tirely his own doing. 

In connection with the presenta- 


noted that the program reads, “The 
Theatre Guild presents Alfred Lunt’s 
and Lynn Fontanne’s production of, 
etc.” That is also a new departure. 
In addition to receiving production 
billing, Lunt and Miss Fontanne are 
understood to hold a 50% share of 
every Guild show in which they ap- 
pear. 


SHOWBOAT MAJESTIC 
SAILS OHIO WATERS 


East Liverpool, O., June 22. 
One of the two showboats still re- 
maining on the Ohio river, T. J. 
Reynolds’ Majestic, is now plying 
the river in this district. The other 
craft is owned by Capt. Billy Bryant 
of Cincinnati, dean of showboat men. 


Majestic is making stops at Steu- 
benville, Wellsville, Toronto, O., East 
Liverpool and other river towns en 
route upstream, proceeding as far as 
Fairmont, W. Va., and returning to 
southern waters in the fall. 

Showboat has a capacity of several 
hundred persons and carries a crew 
of 23, including 12 troupers. Some 
of them have to be all-round hands, 
playing in the band, acting and navi- 
gating the boat. Plays featured this 
season are ‘Girl of the Golden West,’ 
‘Clouds and Sunshine’ and ‘The Mar- 
riage of Elizabeth.’ 











At Chautauqua Strawhat 


Pittsburgh, June 22. 

E. W. Hickman, of the Carnegie 
Tech drama faculty here, producing 
Summer stock this season on Point 
Chautauqua, on the Lake, N. Y., 
transforming the old Dock building 
into a playhouse. Hickman is direct- 
ing all of the shows with a company 
composed almost exclusively of Tech 
drama graduates, including Patti 
Littell, John Kennedy and Ben 
Yaffee. 

Eight-week season opens July 1 
with ‘Hay Fever,’ to be followed by 
‘Personal Appearance.’ Hickman’s 
most important work at Tech last 
S€ason was ‘The God Innis,’ new 
Play in which Guthrie McClintic has 


been reported interested for Burgess 
Meredith. 








‘Violence’ Pencilled 
For B’way in October 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Deal has been closed here by Dore 
Schary and Hugo Butler for Carly 
Wharton to produce their drama, 
Violence,’ on Broadway in October. 
Mrs.° Wharton, wife of John 
Wharton, Selznick International | 
treasurer, also has closed with Gar- 
son Kanin, Samuel Goldwyn pro- 
duction executive, to direct. Deal is 
Simmering for Chester Morris or 
Lloyd Nolan to play the lead. 





Phillips and Barratt 


To Present ‘Jean’ Play, 





‘Jean,’ a comedy which attracted 
attention in Vienna last winter, will 
be presented over 
Phillips and Watson Barratt, newly 
formed managerial duo. Former, 
who has done some writing, is a 
Yale graduate, latter having been 
chief scenic designer for Shubert 
musicals over a period of years. 

Picture rights to the play were 
sold, deal being said to have been 
made abroad, with Metro the pur- 
chaser. Managers, however, have 
arranged for its presentation regard- 
less. ‘Jean,’ which opened in Vienna 
last December, was written by Lad- 
islaus Bus Fekete, a Hungarian. 


FRISCO FTP 
DISMISSES 115 





San Francisco, June 22. 

Reduction of quota was the reason 
given by Charles P. Teevin, district 
supervisor of the Federal Theatre 
Project, for the dismissal of 115 ac- 
tors from the Government payrolls, 
effective June 30. Teevin acted un- 
der orders from George Gerwing, 
State director of the project. The 
move may have a staggering effect 
on the health of San Francisco's 
theatrical life, for some of the thea- 
tre project's most gifted workers 
found themselves on the official 
blacklist. The most prominent of 
the 115 is William E. Watts, drama 
supervisor for San Francisco, who 
directed such productions as ‘The 
First Legion,’ ‘It Can’t Happen Here’ 
and ‘Battle Hymn,’ and who for the 
past two months has been rehearsing 
‘Power,’ the Living Newspaper play 
which was scheduled to open at the 
Alcazar Theatre, July 8. 

Some 33 members of the ‘Power’ 
cast—virtually 50% of the acting 
personnel for the play—were given 
dismissal notices, which according to 
Watts, will mean the postponement 
of production of a play that marks 
a progressive step in the develop- 
ment of functional theatre and 
which will also mean almost the 
complete waste of two months ardu- 
ous rehearsing. A new director and 
a new cast recruited from other 
units of the project’ will present 
‘Power’ at a later date. 

Other prominent members of the 
FTP discharged are Charles Bratt, 
production supervisor; Helen Cross, 
actress, assistant director and teacher 
of choral speech; John Grover, 
Barry Drew, Edwin C. Macdonald, 
Marcia Freeman and Jey Arps, all 
of whom have taken important roles 
in recent FTP productions. Also in- 
cluded in those removed were a 
number of non-relief actors. 

After the 35% cut there will be 
210 left in the San Francisco project. 


NEW JACKSON PLAY | 
AT ABINGDON JULY 1 


‘One Long Night,’ a new mystery 
play by Fred Jackson, will be tried 
out at Robert Porterfield’s Barter 
Theatre in Abingdon, Va., July 1, 
2, and 3. Play, which is being staged 
by William Morwood, will be pre- 
sented by a cast headed by Nell Har- 
rison and Paul Yost. 

Others in the cast include: Eliza- 
beth Sparks, Frederick Olmsted, 
Helen Ely, Francis Stringfellow, 
Janet Burns, John Dickens, Richard 
Janaver, and David Evans. Hugh 
Fettis will design the sets. 











‘Dead End’ at Seashore 


Asbury Park, N. J., June 22. 

A last-minute switch in bookings 
will bring ‘Dead End’ to Convention 
Hall when Walter Reade opens 
boardwalk spot to road shows next 
Monday (28). 

‘First Lady.’ with Jane Cow], origi- 
nally listed for opening week, will 
follow ‘Dead End.’ 


LAMBS ANNUAL WASH 
SKEDED FOR JULY 11 


Lambs club's annual outing, called 
the ‘wash’ will again be held on the 
grounds of the Percy Williams Home. 
East Islip, L. I, July 11. According 
to the program there will be in- 








here by Rufus | 


cluded a yacht race ‘for all tonnage 
and rig,’ refereed by ‘Commodore’ 
Robert L. Hague. Tug of war tussle 
iy be a sort of round robin. 


Al Ochs, one of the tallest actors 
| in the world, will be the Collie. 








(Continued from page 61) 





persons only who, prior to their be- 
coming employed on the project, had 
been earning their living in the pro- 
fessional theatre or in fields other 
than the professional theatre but 
| under the jurisdiction ef theatrical 





| WPA 
|} actors 


| FTP Battle | 


| suitably. 


Helivwood's Acter-Grilibieg Habit 





Works Overtime as Bway Managers 


Vainly Seek Suitable Dramatic Casts 


Despite the almost continuous un- | 
employment for a great portion of | 
the Broadway legit players not on 
rolls, the shortage of young} 
capable of playing leading | 
roles is growing steadily more acute. 

Producers claim they are having 
increasing difficulty in casting plays | 

Number of productions | 
over the last several seasons have | 
not been done simply because man- | 
agers couldn't find players whom 
they considered experienced and ca- | 





| pable enough to make them go. 


| 


| that at least one leading 


crafts unions (except certain ad-| 
ministrators). The rules for dis- 
missal, in our opinion, override and | 


we request a definite ruling to 
remedy the situation, or if our posi- 
tion is incorrect, give your reasons 





‘Under your present ruling and 
method of making cuts, large groups 
of men and women who always 


earned their living in the legit or 
variety will be discharged, while on 
certain of your projects even larger 


to be retained. Obviously we can- 

not tolerate this unfair situation. 
‘The request for a prompt reply 

was made. It was reported that 


confiict with such requirements and | 


| capable 


Matter has reached such a point} 
summer | 
stock company will be inactive this | 
season due to its manager's inability | 
to gather a sufficient number of sea- | 
soned players. Understood there are | 
several others which either may not | 
be active this summer or are plan- | 
ning to try and get by with what 
players they can contract 
with other parts taken by beginners. 


Notable case of casting difficulties | 


| holding up a Broadway >roduction | 


groups of persons who never were | 
dependent on it,for their living are | 


Mrs. Flanagan and Farnsworth were | 
out of the city when the letters were | 


sent but a letter was said to have 
been received from the former on 
Saturday (19) with the same ‘noth- 
ing can be done about it’ the 


puted gist. In ‘a letter sent by the 


on ‘professional training, 


‘but such elimination shall affect 


been earning their living in the pro- 
fessional theatre, etc.’ Also 


rules be amended to read: 
‘If the supervisor is unable to cer- 
tify to a sufficient number to cove 


the cut required made by him, then| Moss Hart on the book for a legit 


in that event cuts be made jn other 
divisions of the project among per- 
sons thereon who, prior to the time 
of joining the project, were not 
earning their living in the profes- 
sional theatre.’ Unions also asked 
that before the lists be acted on, 
they be offered for inspection by the 
officers of the A.F.L. stage unions, 
so that the latter could present ob- 
jections.’ 


Appeal te Washington 


Upon receipt of the letter from 
Mrs. Flanagan virtually setting aside 
all their suggestions, the unions sent 
another delegation to Washington to 
protest the dismissal procedure and 
its rules. Expected that the struggle 
between the unions to hold their un- 
employed on the FTP pay roll and 
the project heads will start in the 
capital. 

It has been charged any number 
of times that heads of departments 
in the FTP are of a radical trend. 
That was repeated Monday when the 
dismissal notices were received. 
Some supervisors who made up the 
‘non-essential’ lists are alleged to be 
‘politically pink’ and that they fa- 
vored those whose ideas are similar 
while professional actors were dis- 
criminated against. 

Mrs. Flanagan was reported at 
Vassar college early this week to 
direct training of supervisors, actors, 
writers, directors and designees dur- 
ing a six weeks’ period. The group, 
consisting of 44 persons from vari- 
ous parts of the country, will hold 
forth in the experimental theatre of 





| the college, where Mrs. Flanagan was | 
Three produc- | 


in charge of drama. 
tions are to be made by the group, 





| directing 


ré- | 


unions last Wednesday it was sug- | 
gested that to the requirement rule | Jessel was set for it at one time, but 
achieve- | 
ment and aptitude’ there be added:| went back into Gaige’s desk. Under- 


persons who prior to their becom-| it 
ing employed on the project had | Irish. 


sug-|Kaufman had plenty of headaches 
gested that another of the dismissal trying to 


| 
| 


| 





the shows being financed by a grant | 


|} of $10.500 from the 
| Foundation. 
| appears to have been arranged be- 
| fore it was definitely known how 
much the FTP would be cut. 
| Heads of departments are at odds 
| with those who have accepted the 
_FTP reduction plan without consid- 
ering the plight of the professionals 
who are to be dismissed. It was de- 
clared that WPA jobs, such as ticket 
takers and doormen, should be given 
to old actors instead of husky fel- 
lows able to do manual labor, some 
of the latter being retained 
some senior professionals are marked 
for let-out. 


Rockefeller | 
The Vassar meeting | 


while | 


Was a script called ‘Angel,’ which 
over a period of the last five years 
was held by a number of established 
producers. each of whom finally re- 
leased it because of his inability to 
get players he thought capable of 
making the show a success. Script 
never was done and was finally sold 
to Paramount, which has just com- 
pleted filming it with const. Lubitsch | 
and Marlene Dietrich | 

starred. 
Crosby Gaige has held Samson 
Raphaelson’s ‘The Magnificent Heel’ 
for several seasons without being 
able to get it on the stage. George 





when he bowed out the script again 


stood Raphaelson is now rewriting 
to make the leading character 


| players capable of taking 


gram which contained several sug- 
gestions for meeting the problem. 
All the Council can do is recom- 
mend, however, And that’s just 
about that. 


As actor agents and producers are 


| ready to point out, the list of young 


leads is 
limited to a few individuals. And 
those individuals can virtually name 
their own terms. Frequently they 
practically do, 

Among the men, the following 
may be classed as in steady demand: 
Burgess Meredith, Vincent Price, 
Alexander Kirkland, Douglas Gil- 
more, Richard Whorf (who, how- 
ever, is under contract to the 
Guild), Boyd Crawford, Orson 
Welles, Jules Garfield, Kent Smith 
and Barry Thomson. 


Of the younger actresses, the fol- 


lowing can also just about write 
their own ticket: Peggy Conklin, 
Katharine Locke, Mary Mason, 


Claudia Morgan (also a Guild con- 
tractee), Doris Dalton, Margo, Ruth 
Matteson, Adrienne Marden and 
Betty Lawford. Several, among 
both the men and women, have been 
cr do go bach and forth between 
legit and films. 

As managers will explain, more- 
over, the scarcity of young talent is 
nothing compared to the shortage of 
adult character players. If a leading 
youngster can write his own ticket, 
a leading adult rides on a pass. 





AGENCIES SEEK 
JONES BEACH 





According to report, George S. 
cast ‘Mice and Men’ 
for Sam H. Harris. Kaufman, back 
from the Coast after a film scripting 
stint, had also been collabbing with 


tuner. In between times endeav- 
ored to line up a cast for the Stein- 
beck play. Story is that he wants 
James Cagney for the lead and other 
film players for important parts. 

There have been countless other 
scripts over the last few seasons that 
have caused managerial agonies over 
casting. Also pointed out that more 
than a few shows which flopped im- 
mediately or closed after short runs 
might have been successes if the 
producers had been able to get the 
players they wanted for them. 

Another angle is the number of 
productions which suddenly folded 
when important players left the 
casts. Notable case in point was 
‘Jubilee,’ during the 1935-36 season. 
It was rated a wallop until Mary 
Boland left the cast. Never had a 
chance after that and wound up 
deep in the red. 


Hollywood Blamed 


Whateved the retason for the 
growing scarcity of capable leading 
players, Hollywood comes in for 
most of the blame—as Hollywood 
does for every ailment of legit. And 
in this case there seems to be ample 
justification for the yelp. 

Any legit player on Broadway is 
sure to be bombarded with film of- 
fers if he shows the slightest indica- 
tion of promise. Pictures long ago 
ceased demanding developed talent. 
All they ask anymore is some sign 
of future possibility. And few strug- 
gling youngsters on Broadway can 
or want to hold out for legit. 

But as spectators at the recent 
American Theatre Council conven- 
tion grew weary of being told by 
countless speakers, much of the 
blame for the shortage doesn’t lie 
with Hollywood. It was pointed out 
with some logic that with the death 
of stock, legit no longer affords the 


10% COMMISH 


Open air season of operettas will 
open its second season Saturday (26) 
at Jones Beach, L. I., under the di- 
rection of Fortune Gallo and J. J. 
Shubert, but arrangements for the 
sale of tickets in New York has not 
been agreed on. Tickets for the out- 
door presentations are tax free be- 
cause the beach belongs to the State 
park project, and the shows are re- 
garded as more or less educational. 
They’re operated under the San 
Carlo Opera Co. (Gallo) billing, 
hence the ‘educational’ angle. 

Last summer Broadway agencies 
sold tickets for Jones Beach without 
charge at the box office rate. For a 
time the sale of those tickets was 
about the only activity and brokers 
kept ticket sellers on the job who, 
otherwise, would have been on va- 
cation or have laid off. Brokers have 
asked for 10% for selling open air 
show tickets, with the management 
demurring, 


Show management claims it will 
operate a box office in an untenanted 
Broadway house and distribute beach 
tickets in that way. Understood, 
however, that a compromise percent- 
age of 5% has been suggested as a 
solution. 





Detroit’s Early Start 
With ‘Service’ Aug. 2 


Detroit, June 22. 

Earliest opening of Detroit legit 
season in recent years was made pos- 
sible this week with carding of 
‘Room Service’ for the Cass theatre, 
starting Aug. 2. In the past few 
years local season has been delayed 
until well into the fall months. 


George Abbott comedy, which fig- 








chance of training for young play- 
ers. Beginner on Broadway is lucky 
to get two parts a season, or even 
one, for that matter. 

Even 
unlikely, the players gets little 
chance for development or varied 
experience since the part is unusu- 
ally small and in any case he has to 


play the same character over and '/ 


over again. 

What, if anything, will be done 
about it it is another matter. Ameri- 
can Theatre Council adopted a pro- 


. . it 
if the show runs, which is | 


| ures to stick for at least three weeks, 
| will be enacted here by the second 
;company, or Coast troupe, which will 
| Jaunch a road tour at the Cass. 

| Prospects for the 1937-38 season 
|are brighter at present than for the 
| past season, which hit a new post- 
| 1929 record for number of plays and 
|grosses. Other plays so far booked, 
in addition to ‘Room Service,’ are 
|‘Tovarich,’ tentatively set for week 
of Oct. 10 with the original com- 
| pany: ‘Victoria Regina’ on Dec. 13, 
{and ‘Leaning on Letty,’ date not set. 
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| Summer Try-Outs 


(NEW PLAYS) 


~ CONNECTICUT 


‘Bell Bottems,’ comedy by Francis Stewart Hali 
‘Another Week-End,’ Washington Green, Juy 26. 





Ivoryten, in July, 

















in August. 
‘The Nuremberg Egg,’ by Walter Haran, Surry, in 
MASSACHUSETTS 
‘The Contrast,’ by Royall Tyler, Plymouth, June 24. 
‘Mariette,’ musical, Stockbridge, June 28. 
‘Calling All Men,’ musical, Dennis, July 5. 
‘All’s Fair,’ by J. H. Morris, Centerville, July 2 
‘Stoplight,’ by Carlyle Moore, Centerville. July 12. 
‘Marriage Reyal,’ by Robert Wallsten, Dennis, July 12. 
‘Prejudice,’ by Edgar Selwyn, Centerville, July 19. 
‘Without Design,’ by William Eden, Chatham, July 26. 
‘Accidental Family,’ by Seymour Gross, Dennis, July 26. 
‘Many Mansions,’ by Jules Eckert Goodman, Stockbridge, Aug. 2. 
‘Lucrezia Borgia,’ by Gilda Varesi, Provincetown, Aug. 9. 
‘New Faces of 1937,’ musical, Dennis, Aug. 30. 
| ‘Her Husband’s Wife,’ Marshfield Hills, in July. 
aii NEW HAMPSHIRE 
, ‘It’s a Cinch,’ by Arthur Weinstock, Derry, June 22. 
‘One Thing Forgotten,’ New London, Aug. 26. 
i ‘Glory of Youth,’ by Doty Hobart, Rye Beach. 


August, 


i ‘The Toad with a Jeweled Head,’ by Helene B. William and George 
H Brendan Dowell, Rye Beach. 
NEW JERSEY 
} ‘Garden Gloves,’ Point Pleasant, Aug. 3. 
| ‘Patron of Arts,’ Point Pleasant, Aug. 24. 
} NEW YORK 


‘Ghost Owl,’ by John and Louise Williams, Pawling, June 21, 

‘Amelia Graham,’ East Northport, June 21. 

‘Retreat from Folly,’ Mount Kisco, June 28. 
i ‘Theme and Variation,’ by Harold Goldman, Seuthampton. July 13. 
‘The Palace of Truth,’ 1870 revival, Schenectady, Aug. 3. 
‘Step Inte My Parlor, by John and Mary Risjean, Southampten, Aug. 17 
‘Princess Turandot, new version, Mount Kisco. 
‘Barchester Towers,’ by Thomas Job, Mount Kisco. 
‘Busman’s Holiday,’ Mount Kisco. 
‘Husbands and Wives,’ by Sedley Brown, Saugerties. 
‘Crab-Apple,’ Essex-on-Lake-Champlain. 
‘Smyth with a Y,’ East Northport. 











1} ‘Exedus,’ East Northport. 

iF ‘Don’t Look Now,’ by Helen Beverly. Swan Lake. 

| PENNSYLVANIA 
i) ‘Behind the Eight-Ball,’ by Edward Marr, Mount Gretna, June 21, 
iW RHODE ISLAND 
I ‘Sweet Sorrow,’ by Eric Swift, Newport, July 13. 

HE ‘A Man, a Wife and a Horse,’ by P. A. Xantho. Matunuck, July 13. 
Hi ‘The Secret Heart,’ by Yvan Noe, Newport, July 26. . 
SZ ‘And for Yale,’ Matunuck, July 27. 

‘The Inconstant Moon,’ by Willa Frederic, Newport, Aug, 17. 

i ‘The Dramatist,’ by Abby Merchant, Newport, Aug. 31. : 
\, VERMONT 

‘Don’t Throw Glass Houses,’ by Doris Frankel, Brattleboro, July 21. 
VIRGINIA 


‘One Night Long,’ by Fred Jackson, Abingdon, July 1. 


MAINE 
; ‘Lady of LaPaz,’ Skowhegan, July 5. 
| ‘Reno,’ by John Haggert, Skowhegan, July 26. 
H ‘Two-Time Mary,’ by Owen Davis, Skowhegan, Aug. 9. 
: { ‘Catch a Comet by the Tail,’ by David O. Woodbury, Kennebunkport, | 
: Aug. 10. 
+) ‘Dearly Beloved,’ by Charles Beahan and Robert L. Buckner, Ogunquit, 
ti Auz. 30. 
Fy! ‘Youth at the Helm,’ by Paul Vulpins, adapted by Herbert Griffith, Surry, | 





Fewer Strawhats 











(Continued from page 61) 





portation, until Equity stepped in 
with the order that such items must 
be laid on the line. 
Summer theatres in 
‘have taken the place of stock and 
‘most of the showings will be of that 


| type. 





| jobbers brought in for certain show- 
ings. New play tryouts are late this 
summer, and instead of mid-June it 
| will be the middle of July before 
ithe crop will really be flowering. 
Dates for the new plays are not at 
all definite and, while the scouts may 
not have to cover as much territory, 
they will be required to be more 
alert to catch the ‘premieres.’ There 
is a chance that 11 more shows than 
now listed will be tried. Listings 
here and there are ‘a new play,’ but 
| it is maybe. 
Tryout Spots 

Some summer spots which previ- 
| ously were limelighted with new 
| plays are out of the running. Coun- 
| try Playhouse, Westport, Conn., is 
| 
| 
! 


one, although it will get the new 
plays tried at Mt. Kisco, where three 
| are slated, two of which are running 
{in London. Barn theatre, Locust 
| Valley, L. I, which tried an entire 
| summer season of new plays a sea- 
son or so ago, is out entirely. Only 
one new play in the sticks has been 
tried so far and n.s.h. : 

One of the best of the standardized 
showplaces in Skowhegan, 
where two new plays will be pre- 
sented. Dennis, Cape Cod, will have 
four, including two intimate revues; 
Rye Beach, N. H., will have three; 
and so will Centerville. a new spot 
near Cape Cod; Casino, Newport, 
two; Stockbridge, Mass., two; while 
those claiming one tryout include 
Ivoryton, Conn.; Matunuck, R. - L; 
Chatham, Mass.; Provincetown, Mass. 
Kennebunkport, Me.; New London, 
Conn.; Tamworth, N. H,; Brattleboro, 
Vt.; Suffern, N. Y.; Saugerties, N. Y.; 
Mt. Gretna, Pa.; Clinton Hollow, 
N. Y., and Derry, N. H. 

Several among Broadway’s show- 
men gave the summer theatre atten- 
tion both in conducting theatres and 
trying out plays. Latter was found 
unfruitful while the cost of operat- 
ing the houses was found too high 
even for the supposedly low operat- 
ing nut. Real reason why there are 
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| successively fewer country show- 
shops is that very few have turned 
a profit. But in reducing the num- 
ber the expectation is that there will 
be more quality instead of quantity, 
both for stock and tryouts. Show- 


= |men were expectant that because of 


fewer new plays the product would 
be improved. Even if the result did 
not come out that way, the hope is 
again revived. 








GHOST OWL 


Pawling, N. Y., June 21. 


Mystery comedy in three acis by 
and Louise Williams. 
verne Jones; setting, Starr West. 
light theatre, Pawling, N. Y., June 21, ‘37. 


Joha 


Wil BLOVORE cccccccecdcccsss Edgar Mason 
Chatle DOVia . .cccctcccecsce Wylie Adams 
Thomas McCauley ........-.-John Barclay 
Dan ....-+.secccccscccee Clement O' Loghien 
Pebly Barris ccccoccocecsccceses Isobel Rose 


Jane Stevens 
Ed Taylor .... 
Allan Jackson 
Doctor Bennett 


«--Miriam Batlisia 





eeeses ---.starr West 
eee vcecccess: George Spelvin 
TUTTI TTTTiTrr Teddy Jones 


tery play, and as such may appeal 


ing for shots in the dark, shadowy 
figures and flickering lights. 


contrived, which it is not, chances 
for its success on Broadway would 


crime studies of the ‘Clitterhouse’ 
and ‘Love from a Stranger’ school. 

‘Ghost Owl’ tells of an evening’s 
events in a barn belonging to Will 
and Jane Stevens. A New York de- 
tective and the local sheriff, on their 
way to investigate a year-old mur- 
| der, are halted by a rainstorm and 
| take refuge in the barn. -So do Polly 
| Harris, horsewoman from a nearby 
| dude ranch, and her escort, Ed 
| Taylor, employed on the ranch as as- 
| foreman. There’s a 





sistant surly 
| hired man who walks in and out 


| without saying much and a highly 
| eccentric veterinary. Completing the 
| Picture is a corpse, discovered in the 
| loft. 


Everybody is under suspicion 
| naturally, and there are further at- 
tempts at killing before the mystery 
is cleared up and the culprit re- 
| vealed as a member of a dope ring. 
( It has all been set down by John 


But | 
even if ‘Ghost Owl’ were expertly | 


be slim, considering the vogue for | 
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Inside Stuff—Lecit 


For his part in ‘Amphitryon 38,’ which the Theatre Guild opens in San 
Francisco tonight (Wednesday), Alfred Lunt wears a wig to make him look 





| like Barry Thomson, who has the title role in the show. 


the woods 


Same players for the most | 
‘part will be in the new plays, with 


Me.., | 


| he was present 


As Zeus, the head man of the gods, Lunt is supposed to look as much as 
possible like Amphitryon, so he can fool the latter’s wife, played by Lynn 
Fontanne. Thomson has a very bushy thatch, while Lunt’s hair lies flat 
on his pate. , 


When ‘Idiot’s Delight’ played Omaha some weeks ago an elaborate plot 
by members of the cast to rib Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne went hay- 
wire. Pair’s parts in the show called for them to play a vaudeville hoofer 
and a phoney Russian countess who discover they had once spent a night 
in the ‘Governor Bryan hotel in Omaha.’ : 

Cast members planned to have the entire troupe register at the actual 
Governor Bryan hotel when they played that city. Idea was to have a 
fake house detective bang on the Lunts’ hotel room door about two o'clock 


in the morning and shout, ‘You'll have to get that woman out of you; 
room.’ Figured Lunt would burn plenty and only see the joke in the light 
of the following day ; 


Gag misfired, however, when the company discovered there is no Gov- 
ernor Bryan hotel in Omaha, Playwright Robert E. Sherwood having fic- 
tionalized that angle. It was that hotel name wrinkle, incidentally, which 
caused the Omaha mayor almost to call off the performance of the show 
in that city. 





Usually a claim of plagiarism holds up the sale of picture rights of 
plays, but there was no delay in the deal in which RKO paid the season’s 
high of $255,000 for ‘Room Service,’ Cort, N. Y. William J. Perlman who 
served notice on the Hays office of his intention to claim part of the 
royalties, was on the Coast and apparently planned to declare in without 
having seen ‘Service’ nor having read the script. 

Sidney R. Fleisher, who succeeded the late Joseph P. Brickerton. J) 
as the film arbiter in cases of film rights’ sales, quickly cleared the way 
for the RKO purchase. He read the script of Perlman’s unproduced 
‘Times Square,’ also that of ‘Service’ and then advised all picture com- 
panies that there were no similarities in content. 


Suit of Edgar Allen, claimant for approximately $43,000 in commissions 
from Fannie Brice. is on the calendar. Allen contends that he booked 
the comedienne into the Shuberts’ ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ but that he received 
no fees from her over a three-year period. . 
His attorney, Bernard Sandler, examined Miss Brice before trial some 
time ago, she saying that her husband, Billy Rose, handled her business 
matters and denying that Allen was her authorized agent. She admitted 
in Lee Shubert’s office when the contract was signed. 
Gagging through the proceeding, she said she didn’t read the contract and 


| wouldn’t understand it anyhow. 


SUMMER THEATRES — 


| 


| Though the play affords no oppor- 
| tunities for real acting, such per- 
formers as 
, Adams, Isobel Rose, Miriam Battista, 
| John Barclay, Starr West and Teddy 
| Jones are adroit enough to sustain a 


This is a plain old-fashioned mys , much logic as the script permits. 
i. < 


to spectators who still have a hanker- | 


Directed by Mary- | with Starr West’s setting well able 
Star- | to 


| ington reports. 
| that American and English taxes combined are so heavy an impost that 





Jules S. Bache, named as one of the wealthy men said to have legally 
evaded income tax payments, is the father-in-law of Gilbert Miller. but 
not reported to have backed the latter’s legit shows. Bache is among 
many who established Bahama croporations to outsmart the tax collector. 

Charles Laughton, British actor in pictures and legit over here, denied 
any intent to evade American taxes, although also mentioned in Wash- 
Latest word from Laughton in London was to the effect 


he does not see how he can profitably appear over here again. 





The Treasurers’ Club raffled off a motor car at Murray Stone’s cafe last 
week, the winning ticket being held by John Murray, who promptly turned 
the prize back to the club. Another drawing was made and the second 
winner did the same thing, 


Those present agreed that the same result would follow further proceed- 
ings and the event was terminated, club’s benefit fund being the 
of the proceeds, more than $1,200. 


r -cipient 





Harry Kaufman will visit Hollywood for the purpose of seeking talent 
for the several musical shows due in the fall. 

He has been in virtual charge of talent and materials of musicals pre- 
sented by Lee Shubert for several seasons. 





+ 
vv 





and Louise Williams with a mini- 
mum of inventiveness and humor. 
Strenuous revision might help the 
script, for the story at present hangs 
together badly. 

Starlight theatre has given ‘Ghost 
Owl’ a workmanlike production, 


stand professional comparison. 


Edgar Mason, Wylie 





mild interest in major roles. Mary- 
verne Jones has directed with as 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Berkshire Hotel, New York 


Paul. 
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Plays Abroad 





] Giganti Della Montagna 


(‘The Giants of the Mountain’) 
Rome, June 9. 


Luigi Piraniello’s last and unfinished 
play, produced at Giardino Di Bobeli in 
Florence, June =” "Se Directed by Renato 
Gimoni. tars Memo_ Benassi, Andreina 
Pagnani, Carlo Nichi, Sandro Ruffini. 
Features Cele Abba, Rosetta Tofano, Sig- 
ete Pierozzi, Signor Niccoli, Signora 
Almieri. Sets by Aschieri, 





When Pirandello died, he left the 
‘Giants of the Mountain’ unfinished 


and it was found that his notes on| 


the third and final act were so frag- 
mentary that no one would under- 
take the task of finishing the last 
act. Nevertheless it was felt that 
the first two acts were of such dra- 
matic interest that it was a shame not 
to introduce them to the public. Ac- 
cordingly the play was offered as 
the final attraction at the Florentine 
Music Festival, and the third act was 
read to the audience by a voice from 
off stage; it was not read in dialog 
but only in outline form. 

First act introduces 
sirange atmosphere of 
Scalogna — a villa at 
mountains, existing in an_ indefi- 
nite place and at an_ indefinite 
time. Small group of- people that 
inhabit the villa call themselves 
the Scalognati, and they live 
there away from the rest of the 
world in a little world of their own 
hovering between reality and the 
land of dreams. Cotrone, their 
leader, is known among them as the 
magician; he is master of illusions, 
can conjure up strange apparitions, 
queer lights, command spirits. He 
is the center of the unreelities that, 
for them, have become reality. Sca- 
lognati can all leave the body and 
let their spirits move around freely. 
Countryside all round believes their 
villa to be haunted and leaves them 
alone. 


Into this strange 


the 
Villa 
the foot of 


us 
the 


to 


troupe of wandering actors, who 
have a strange story, themselves. 


They are called the troupe of the 
Countess. The Countess Ilse was 
a famous and successful actress be- 
fore she married the Count and left 
the stage. A young poet wrote a 
piece for her which was called “The 
Story of the Changeling”; but be- 
cause she would have none of it or 
of him, and he was desperately in 
love with her, he killed himself. 
Then the Countess felt that it was 
her mission to make the poet live 
through his work: and the Count, 
who understood her, also under- 
stood that she needed to produce the 
poet’s work as a sort ef penance. So 
he went with her and turned over 
all his fortune to the mission of 
making the poet's work famous. 
But the poet’s pieces had not 
pleased the public. and so the Coun- 
tess’s troupe had become poorer 
and poorer and many members of 
the cast had dropped by the way- 
side. And by the time they reached 
the Villa of the Scalognati there 
were only a few members of the 
company left and they were poor 
and hungry. 
Cotrone welcomes them and says 
they may share all that the Scalog- 
nati have — that is, illusions and 
things of the spirit, rather than ma- 
terial things. Cotrone speaks to 
them so much of spirits and illu- 
sions that the Countess sees the 
spirit of the poet walking above the 
portal of the villa. But it turns out 
to be merely Spizzi, one of the actors 
who is in love with her and who is 
impersonating the young man. 
That finishes the first act and in- 
troduces us to the two groups—the 
Scalognati who live in a dream 
world of realities which they have 
themselves created and which are 
sufficient to them: and the actors 
who have centered their lives about 
a creation of the fancy, a poet’s play, 
but who have the need to make it 
real and make it live for somebody 
else. Now we are to hear of the 
third group, the realists, the giants 
of the mountain, a strong people who 
have made themselves powerful by 
their mastery of tangible things. 
They are brutal and elementary, ar- 
rogant creatures, very proud of the 
power they have achieved. Cotrone 
Suggests to the Countess’s troupe 
that they give a performance of the 
Poet's play in honor of the wedding 
that is to be celebrated as sealing 
the union of two powerful giant 
families. Performance held in their 
honor would appeal to the giants’ 
Pride and would at the same time 
answer the actors’ need to put on 
their show. After some general ex- 
perimenting with Scalognati tactics 
of leaving the body to walk in the 


Spirit, the actors settle down to a 
rehearsal. The Countess fears that 


SO many members of the cast have 
dropped out that it will be difficult 
te give the play, but Cotrone con- 
vinces her that the characters which 
the poet created can live in reality, 
too, and as the Countess says her 
lines, the cues are taken up by spirit 
voices. As the Scalognati and the 
Countess’s troupe rejoice over the 
miracle, thundering steps are heard 
and a tremor of the earth announces 


the arrival of the giants. The cur- 
tain falls. 
From there on an unseen actor 





| themselves of material reality en- 
| tirely, as the Scalognati have done. 
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CORNELL $22,000 
IN BOSTON BOW-OUT 


Boston, June 22. 
With the ending of a two-week 


| 
reads the outline: The play does not | 
please the giants; drunk, heavy afte) | 
the wedding celebrations they want! repertory by Katharine Cornell at 
entertainment — something splashy. | the Shubert, Saturday (19), the cur- 
not a dead poet’s phantasy. A battle | tain falls on the current legit season 
ensues between stage and audience. | here. 
and the giants — crude and brutal} Strawhats will blossom out in this 
people—seize the actors. Three of | territory soon and the first sched- 
these are killed in the frav. The | Uled opening of a new piece will be 
Count cries out that they have killed | 4t Mary Young’s Playhouse at Cen- 


Art, but Cotrone has retired inside | *erville (Cape Cod). Dorothy Stone 
the villa and from there he calls | and Charles Collins will be seen in 
that the Count is wrong. The actors f M. Morris All's Fair, Se Soe 
have been in the wrong. The giant July = Stop Light, with Carlyle 
poor fanatical servants of life and | Moore. Jr., son of the late author, 
materialism, have killed some of the — am sag Barnes, both — the 
poor fanatical servants of art anc Gast, is on the Centerville list, and 
unreality. The giants have not gona an Edgar Selwyn piece called ‘Prej- 
- o Je I mia : S € , . udice.” 

found the things of the spirit and Estimate for Last Week 

> actinr ‘ : i fte ie mii 5 - a nine ray _ 

the actors have drifted too far awa) Katharine Carnell Repertory; Shu- 
from reality and life. Their only | bert ($3.30, 2d week). Final frame of 
;} salvation would have been to deny 


“Wingless Victory’ and ‘Candida’ tal- 
lied up about $22,000, excellent. 


‘CANT TAKE IT 
SOCK 146 IN 
LOOP 


But if interpreters of Art want to 
please and also want to make art 
live in the world of reality, they 
cannot go too far away from Life. 
This theme, already developed 
other plays of Pirandello’s. 
light on the whole play—and gives 
significance to much that might 
otherwise seem purely fanciful anc 
arbitrary. Being so important in the 
structure of the play, the third act 
is especially missed. But even so 
the play is fascinating and worth- 
while, Heln. 


sheds | 


DIE PRIMANERIN 


Chicago, June 22. 
Berlin, June 7. 1Cae aa 


Comedy in five acts by Sigmund Graff _Caly ‘You Can’t Take It With 
based on a novel by A. Turmayer Pre. | YOu in town at present, and the 
sented at Kurfuerstendamm theatre, Berlin show is doing well. Hit approxi- |} 
Director, Fritz Hell _| mately $14,000 last week. Despiie 
ty sats esas ss: oe the «ine, | the 20 weeks this show has been in 
Kitty... oe  Mtdgda Schneider | town Gertrude Bromberg, p.a., some- 
Prof. Thesing........... Hans Zesch-Ballot | how manages to think up new twists 
Nelly Langenbach Jeeceee Irmgard Nowak | that keep the show breaking in the | 
Heinrich Helmreich....... Max Kaufinann | dailies 
Prof. Schindler. Hans Kornegiehbe!l ai >. 


Splittstosse1 Walter Sussenguth Looks as if there won’t be an add- 
ition to the local legit famfy until 
late in August when ‘Brother 
is scheduled for the Selwyn. Other 
two houses, Erlanger and Grand, re- 
| main shuttered. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
; Harris (1,000; $2.75) (20th week). 
has surpassed himself in the di-/| qj alone, and turned in a bang-up 
rection. : ; _ | $14,000 last week for one of best ses- 

Kitty, a senior at high school, sud-} gions jn the run. Excellent press 
denly discovering that she. has a} wor; helping. 
math exam when she had prepared WPA 
for Latin, sticks the thermometer in| «{onely Man,’ Blackstone. 


This little comedy is just about a 
producer’s ideal of a summer offer- 
ing. It has all the ingredients to} 
pull the folks in and send them away 
spreading the glad news. Fritz Holl. 
known in New York through his 
association with the Theatre Guild. 





hot lemonade and the doctor As ‘O Say, Can You Sing?’ Great 
called. They fall in love and sh€| Northern. Reopened last Thursday 
becomes Mrs. Dr, Thesing. But after | (}7) for summer run with some new 
the honeymoon, when her hubby's | pits, 

calls leave her so much alone, she | to Pies rh 

feels a terrible yen for her books | 

and playthings and goes back to ‘DEAD END’ 3 WEEKS 
school as Kitty Kruger. In trying | 


to keep this a secret, she gets her- 
self caught in an intricate web of 
lies which makes Thesing conclude 
that she’s cheating him. He goes 
after a divorce. However, it all dis- 
entangles itself, so that pattering Dead Bad’ Seite at the Miltmece 
tootsies replace the diploma. _ lon Saturday (26) after three weeks 

For Magda Schneider, an experi- | to fair returns. House goes dark for 
enced picture actress, this is a legit) a week, then relights for return en- 
debut. Though she gives a very 
acceptable performance. she loses as| Fontanne, this time in their new 


OF S0-SO BIZ IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 22. 





the evening wears on. Gestures | piece, ‘Amphitrion 38’, for one week 
which were delightful at 8 o'clock | only. 
begin to pall by 11, However, she Estimates fer Last Week 





ig pretty and very, Popular here.| Dead, Ena,’ Biltmore. (D-1,656; 
Hans Zesch-Ballot, though not the | ag Nag Ay eg ee 
youngest of leading men and, in pix, | > . : } 


stanza is ,000, oke, but not toc 
relegated to characters, puts on a | orofitable. - . 
WPA 


corking show. His figure is good, | 

his face sympathetic and he saveys | Rachels Mam’ Soliyweed Play- 

all the tricks. house. Historical drama runs through 
July 4. 


Most difficult assignment is Walter | 
Sussenguth’s as the school teache ed ‘Sehuny Sehuecn,’ Mayan. Another 
July 4 closer. 


It’s a tricky part, which he makes 
convincing, as well as likeable. ‘Merchant of Venice,’ Greek thea- 


School-room scenes are rollicking | tre, opens June 29, runs to July 4. 
and carry the folks back pleasantly, 
if whimsically, to the days s read- 
i riti ri ic. yere is 
on are Bony Por ype eon in le | fronted when an actress, daughter of 
amusing situations and dialog. It|@ mentee Pa = manastes a staid and 
should be a long time before this | COmServative New Englander. The 
sets to the storehouse. | vivacious actress and fireside foot- 
t=] 


nase |; warming pillar of the proprieties, 
Out of Town 


| find themselves drifting apart. This 


| situation is brought to a head by the 

| self-centered, unreconciliable mother 

| of the husband. The marriage breaks 

; up when the actress fills in at a per- 

! 
PLACES, PLEASE! , 
llywood, June 15. | heritage of the theatre. 

Cumein PRE. end acts (four scenes) | Aurania Rouverol, who has several 
by Aurania Rouverol, presented by Henry | creditable plays to her name, many 








|formance when the regular _ per- 


Santrey. Staged by Michael Jeffrey. S*t-| of which stemmed from the _in- 
ting, Leslie Thomas; executive ¢ rector, itimate theatres, takes this trite 
Naney Yarbrough. At Hollywood Little } ae eae Reaves 

theatre, Hollywood, June 14, °37 enough major theme and has drawn 
Anthony Farnum... Wyndham Standing | some effective characters. It is in 
Johnny Gibbons. ....+e+ee+-- David Barelay | these characters, their temperaments 
Mary Cole Farnum.......Naney Yarbroush | and inheritances, that the play packs 
Seen Sine esesesreseews ees \iice Del’ | interest, both in the motivation of 
ior Wurman. -... 2.20... ¥voane Frances | the action and the delineations. She 
Roberta Farnum,...cseseeess Dorothy Short | has polished them with intelligent 
Stanley LAME€....-eeeeeeees + Rob rt Leeds | dialog, deftly drawn in characteriza- 
Bee EON Res oesceeseees Frederick wi" | tion with some hunchy comedy lines. 
fen Wee es. Parbara Darwood | Cast is efficiently selected with 
Mrs, Murilla Giles......... .Barbara West| Wyndham Standing topping in the 
Ellen GileS....seeeeeeeeeeeeees Nan Lenden| role of the famous, experienced and 
eae asedensauenwene sys ae ; ; ‘ Be "| born actor. Yvonne Frances _ plays 
<li -adcgich palate tele Revina Aeva | the daughter, and Frederick Winsor 
Mack... ac ansrbeseesasiens Kyron Muggles | the husband. Jane Corcoran, veteran 


_ | trouper, 


--- gives a good performance 
Aurania Rouverol has authored 


las the haughty mother-in-law. 


another promising play in ‘Places,| Produced under the direction of 
Please’ Staged in professional style | Henry Santrey and staged by Mi- 


and played by a cast, the majority of 

whom are capable actors, piece evi- 

dences fair possibilities. 
Theme concerns difficulties 


and presented with several clever 
mechanics in staging of the first and 


con- | third acts. Barr. 





Rat’ | 





| tre 
| gone for Lunt and Fontanne in a big 


jney Greenstreet, 
gagement of Alfred Lunt and Lynn | 





former is ill. She then returns to her | 


| performance with 


| (1,269; 


ichael Jeffrey, play is well mounted | ness’ 








Service’ and Take It’ Hold Strong 


ee 





With 11 Bway Skews Carrying On 


‘FORTUNE TELLER’ 
ST. LOUIS, $35,000 


St. Louis, June 22. 

merstein operetta, which was first 
presented in the municipal al fresco 
summer theatre here in ‘34, 


a seven-night run Monday night be- 


fore an audience swelling the intake | 


to $3,600. 

Anna Mary Dickey, youthful so- 
prano, who successfully subbed for 
Bernice Claire when laryngitis forced 
her out of 
three weeks ago, scores again as 
Sieglinde, femme lead role in ‘Music,’ 


Leonard Ceeley, quite a fave of | 

the muny operetta-goers here. ap- 
pears, after a two-year absence, in | 
the role of Bruno Mahler. Making 
her debut in open-air shows here, 
the veteran comedienne, 
Ring, gets large audience approval 
for her werk as Frau Kirschner. 
Others prominent in cast are Guy 
Robertson. Gladys Baxter, John} 
Gurney, Harry Mestayer, Joseph | 
Macaulay and Mary Hopple, a new- 
comer. Ballet line of 24 girls ac- 
quits itself well with new routines 
concocted for this showing’ by 
Adolphus. 

Last week Victor Herbert's ‘The 
Fortune Teller,’ with a cast topped | 
by John Gurney, Bernice Claire, 
Eddie Foy, Jr., and Joseph Macaulay, 
ended a_seven-night run Sunday 


(20) with an estimated take of $35,- 
000. swell biz. Attendance for 
‘Teller’ was 60,000. 


‘DELIGHT 306, 


RAT’ $10,000 
IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, June 22. 


Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 


| played to capacity biz during their 


two weeks’ stay at the Curran thea- 


in ‘Idiot’s Delight... Town has 


way and is all agog over the opening 
of the stars in the Theatre Guild’s 
world premiere of ‘Amphitryon 38’ 
tomorrow (Wed.). Besides Lunt as 
Jupiter and Fontanne as Alkmena, 
wife of Amphitryon, cast includes 
Hope Williams, Richard Wharf, Syd- 
Kate Mayhew, 
George Meader, Barry Thomson and 
Edward Raquello, 

Geary theatre is coming strongly 
to the fore again after four weeks 
of dismal biz with the film, ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous, ‘Brother Rat,’ 
which opened June 14 to good biz, is 
getting some excellent word of 
mouth publicity and trade is build- 
ing. Show, which also clicked with 
crix, is in for five weeks, 


Alcazar, which is FTP 


now a 


| house, has ‘Blind Alley’ in for a three 


weeks’ stay. FTP has dropped the 
Saturday matinee in favor of a Sun- 
day night performance, with good 
results. Pierce Lyden, who played 
the lead, was taken ill last week and 
rushed to the Marine hospital several 
hours before the evening  per- 
formance. Wire was immediately 
sent to the FTP in Los Angeles to 
send Anthony Ward, who played the 
lead in the south, here by plane. 
Ward, now in pics, arrived too late 
and the evening performance was 
called off. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Idiot's Delight,” Curran (2nd 
| week) (1,700; 3.30)—The Lunts ended 
the second stanza of their 14-day 


an approximate 
$30,000, equalling their first week’s 
take, which was almost capacity. 


| This is top money for the Curran. 


| ‘Brother Rat,’ Geary (Ist week) 
| (1,700, $2.50). Expect trade to take 
;}anupward jump when word of 


| mouth publicity gets around that it’s 
|not a melodrama and that the play 
| packs some good laughs. 


Although 


biz started off at a pretty good clip, 


| the gross the first week being around 

$10,000, this figure is expected to be 
| bettered 
| weeks 
| Company 
| Boston 
|; month's stay here. 


during 
that the 
came 
and 


the next 
comedy 
here 
goes 


several 
will run, 
direct from 
south after a 


WPA 
‘Blind Alley,’ Alcazar 
59c. )—Set 
June 27. 


moves into 


(2nd week) 
to stay on here 
‘Pursuit of Happi- 
the Alcazar sev- 
eral days Jater. Doing nice biz with 
‘Blind Alley,’ which took approxi- 
mately $4,000 on the second stanza. 


until 


began | 


| around 











Broadway is in the midst of sum- 


| mer doldrums. While business picked 


up in some theatres last weel. little 
chanse in the present griss levels 
is expected during the mext three 


weeks. Atter July 4 is passed. and 
tne annual influx of buyei ind Va- 
cétionists really starts, the survivers 
shouid benefit, weather, io ver, be 
ng a constant factor. 

Tne list is down to 11 acti 
{Cirly nine are rated havig a rea- 
sonable chance to span ithe heated 


period, while seven or eight are vir- 
tually sure of doing so. That is to 
be considered a fair list considering 


| the passing of summer revues. 
lead in ‘The Great Waltz’ | 


‘Room Service’ went into the lead- 
ership of the straight shows last 


| week, as ‘The Women’ eased cown- 


ward again. ‘Service’ was rated 

the $17,000 mark, but the 
aciual leader still is ‘You Can't Take 
It With You.’ Sometimes the num- 
ber of standees is under 10, but every 


Blanche | nicht finds some patrons on the hoof. 


‘Yes. My Darling Daughter’ has 
weakened, but may come back next 
month. 

Surprise stayer is ‘The Show Is 
On,’ which, after calling it a season 
at the Winter Garden, still remains 
on the boards. That gives Broadway 
two musicals and, otherwise. “Babes 
in Arms’ would have had the field 
to itself. Latter reduced the scale 
with encouraging reaction at the box 
office from students in town after 
graduation exercises. 


An unlisted casualty, however, oc- 
curred with the shutdown of ‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose’ at the Little. Revival of 
the million doHar hit was announced 
to relight in the fall here before 
s9ing to the road. 

Schedule of mystery play revivals 
at $1.10 top at the Majestic was also 
called off. ‘The Bat’ about broke 
even in two weeks with the ‘Cat and 
Canary’ following, but to discourag- 


ing business. Revival idea might 
have fared better in the fall. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (11th 


week) (M-1,382-$3.30). Claimed jump 
of $2,006 after reducing scale: mostly 
at the box office: quoted better than 
$17.000. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (28th 
week) (C-991-$3.30). Some improve- 
ment last week b.o. getting generous 
share of students in town after 
graduations; $9,000 indicated. 

‘Excursion,’ Vanderbilt (12th week) 
(C-804-$3.30). Picked up. too. with 
support of cut rates: takings around 
$5,500: about even break with cast 
on cut. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(18th week) (CD-1,006-$3.30). Laugh 
show going along profitably and with 
last week estimated over $8,000. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (6th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Now out in front 
of the straight shows with last week 
approaching $17,000 mark: about all 
house will hold. ; 


‘The Show Is On,’ Winter Garden 
(26th week) (R-1,671-$3.30). After 
advertising to close Saturday man- 
agement decided to continue: esti- 
mated takings over $20,000. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (26th 
week ) (C-1,048-$3.30). Eased off 
again with last week’s takings around 
$15,000; should pick up after July 4 
and easily span summer period. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (185th 
week) (D-1,017-$3.30). Among sur- 
vivors announcing extra matinee 


July 5; has been off but even break 
or better at $4,500. 


‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (36th week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). Rated over $10,000 
again; early hit seen safe for balance 
of summer; house recently equipped 
with cooling system. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (20th week) .(C-878-$3.30). 
Has been slipping for some time end 
engagement aimed through summer: 
$10,000 estimated: okay at figure. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ 
Booth (28th week) (C-878-$3.30). No 
change except in number of standees: 
socko show rated over $15,000 every 
week. e 

Revivals 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ Little: with- 
drawn Saturday after five and one- 
half weeks: slated to resume in fall 
before going to road. 

‘Cat and Canary,’ Majestic: revival 
stopped Saturday. 

WPA 

‘Power,’ Ritz. 

‘Prof. Mamlock,’ Daly’s. 

Paul Green Playlets, Adelphi. 

‘Candide’ and ‘How Long Brethren,* 
Bayes. 

‘Case of Philip Lawrence,” Lafay- 
ette, Harlem. 


Vic Palace Folding 
London, June 22. 
Victoria Palace closes 
vaude policy Sat. (26). 
Spet reopens in the middie of 
August under the direction of Payne, 


Jennings and Killick, who 
lease on the house till next 


down its 


have a 
March. 
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N Y. American Merging With Journal 


Involves General Hearst Shif 





pa a 


ts; 





S.E.C’s Necessary OK Behind Moves 


for hours at a time. 





Intensive powwows all through 
this week at the Ritz Towers, N. Y., 
which is owned by W. R. Hearst, and 
in Hearst’s N. Y. editorial offices, of 
all his three metropolitan dailies— 
the American, Journal and Mirror— 
will culminate in a formal statement 
anent the merging of the Journal and 
American. It may be issued today 
(Wednesday) although probably not 
before Friday or Saturday. First 
issue of the Journal-American is 
slated for next Monday (28) al- 
though today’s (Wednesday) Ameri- 
can may be the finale, depending on 
how well set are plans during the 
night. American will con- 
tinue as is. 

With the scrapping of the Amer- 
ican, the new Journal-American will 
be an  all-through-the-day paper, 
technically an afternoon sheet, but 
coming out even earlier than the 
Journal’s present ‘home’ edition at 
9 a. m. 


The Mirror, Hearst’s N. Y. tabloid, 
will inherit the American's Associ- 


Sunday 





Swan Song 


What may be a ‘farewell’ to 
many of the Journal-American 
staff is the party slated for to- 
night (Wednesday) at the Hotel 
Astor. The Journal’s banquet 
committee calls it a ‘blowout’ 
to celebrate a greater Journal- 
American. Some 500 will attend. 

Quite a roster of Broadway 
and radio talent is being 
aligned to make merry for the 
occasion. 














ated Press morning franchise. Tab 
also will be accorded ali tne bulldog 
edition ballyhoo which the American 
figured in heretofore. 

Back of the Story 
the discarding of the 
one of Hearst’s losing 
properties, although a pet with the 
publisher, is the new $35,500,000 
financing application to the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission in 
Washington, D. C., which has 
stymied until now an official o.k. 
on such new -bond flotation. 

Scrapping of the American has 
often been rumored before, as it 
has long been known to be a money 
loser. \Hearst is currently asking for 
permission from the S. E. C. to sell 
worth of bonds to in- 
000 for Hearst Maga- 
zines, Inc., and $32,500,000 for Hearst 
Publications, Inc) . Permission to 
issue has not yet {been granted, and 
it may be that.this move to dispose 
of a losing propérty has some rela- 
tion to these plications. . Should 
they ‘be grantéd the bonds is- 
sued, there wi $125,000,000 of the 
investing public’s money in Hearst 
enterprises. 

As with past big newspaper prop- 
erties, the manpower involved is 
fraught with much public interest. 
Shifts in manpower therefore are 
subject to what eventuates from this 
week’s powwows. Physically, for the 
moment, already the Journal has 
been given the classified want ads, 
heretofore one of the best features 
of the American. 

William A. (Bill) Curley will be 
editor of the J-A, as he is of the 
Journal now. W. R. Hearst, Jr., will 
be the publisher; he heretofore was 
vice-president and publisher of the 
American, and Walter Young was its 
asst. publisher. 

Manpower 

On manpower, the Journal, so far, 
has the inside track on personnel. 
That means that contract writers 
from the American must be taken 
care of or shifted elsewhere. Obvi- 
ously, syndicate writers like O. O. 
McIntyre, Damon Runyon, Bruno 
Lessing and Charles Hanson Towne 
will be shunted elsewhere. 


Spotting of the amusement and 
radio editors is also subject to pres- 
ent discussion. Gilbert W. Gabriel, 
N. Y. American drama crick, has a 
contract until February and may be 
paid off on it (as he has Hollywood 
writing offers), or he may be shifted 
to the Mirror, where Bob Coleman 
is the drama editor. Walter Win- 
chell is technical No. 1 dramatic 
critic of the Mirror, but has been de- 
voting himself to his own Br. adway 
column and radio, which has put 
Coleman in position as the Mirror's 
first-stringer for the past couple o 
years. John Anderson stays as is, 2 
the Journal's drama critic. 

Regina Crewe and Robert Garland 
split the American’s film reviewing 
latter may leave, with Miss Crewe 
shifted to another Hearst paper and 
Rose Pelswick remaining as first- 


Behind 
American, 





string reviewer on the Journal. 
Bland Johaneson ditto on _ the 
Mirror. 

Dinty Doyle is the American's 


radio editor, Understood he has : 


contract, dating from his chores on 
the San Francisco Chronicle. 
Porter is the Journal’s radio editor 
and he’s close to Bill Curle 
nal's editor. 
Mirror Angle 

The Mirror figures obtusely in the 
Journal-American’s realignment be- 
cause of the possible supplementin; 
of contract and other manpower 
which, if not absorbable by the Jour- 
nal, may be shifted to the tabloid, 
or to other Hearst papers around th: 
country. 


manpower. 

There are the American sport 
writers, Sid Mercer and Jimmy Can 
non; 
Jean Kain, physical culture writer; 
Alice Hughes, femme stylist reporter, 
who will be shifted to the Journal. 
Then there are the comics to worry 
about. 

Still another angle are the unex- 
pired advertising contracts. 


Guild Angle 


There have been all sorts of pro- 
posals and counter-proposals to sal- 
vage the situation. These cropped 
up because of the Newspaper Guild. 

Protests from the Guild brought 
up the idea of either paying off now 
on the American, or running the 
latter another year and see what 
happens. Economic elements were 
weighed and immediate merging of 
the J-A decided upon. 

Guild’s attitude in other cities, 
with Hearst papers, also. figured, on 
the theory that perhaps Hearst 
might drop some other losing news- 
paper properties, as occasion might 
arise. 

Statistics on the N. Y. American, 
now, reveal circulation as 300,000; 
published by American Newspapers, 
Inc.; William R. Hearst, president; 
Hearst, Jr., v.-p. and publisher; E. D. 


(Continued on page 70) 


| tarian 
| reading foreign papers 


| New 


Mike | 


y, Jour- | 


Efforts are being made to} 
thus take care of the American’s | 


Florence Osborne, bridge; Ida | 


Vienna’s Cafes Complain 

Cafe owners’ association in Vienna 
has protested to the government 
pointing out their inability to sub- 
scribe to all foreign newspapers, be- 
cause Austrians do not want to read 
their local productions. In Vienna, 
as in Paris, cafes furnish guests with 
newspapers and magazines free of 
charge. Cafes in Vienna are meet- 
ing places where guests hang around 


Since Austria has only authori- 
newspapers, people began 
and cafes 
had to up subscriptions more than 
100%. 





Drama Critic Dies 
Arthur L. Howard, 77 
York drama criticism for 
London Era for the last 35 


the 
years, 


| died suddenly at his home in Ruther- 
|ford, N. J., 
| engaged in writing reminiscences of 


on June 21. He was 
Sir James M. Barrie, who died Sat- 
| urday. Both were 77 years old. 
| Despite his age he continued to 
write articles on theatrical matters 
for newspapers. His widow sur- 
| vives, 


——_ —_ 


| F. T. Mag. Continues 
The Federal Theatre Magazine is 
| not dead. Ordered suspended by 
| the Works Progress Administration, 
it will be carried on as a private 
enterprise by the editor, Pierre de 
Rohan, and will increase its scope 
| to include experimental and pro- 
gressive enterprises in the Broad- 
way theatre, motion pictures, radio 
and the Little Theatre movement, 








McCall’s Book 

George McCall, ex-VARIETY mugg 
in Hollywood, now with Universal 
Service, has his first book, ‘Here 
Tod&y, Gone Tomorrow,’ sketches of 
the circus, coming out via Grover 
Jones’ Backyard Press Sept. 1. 

The scenarist-printer issues Jones’ 
Wheeze, Hollywood monthly, from 
the same press. 





Count That Day Lost 


Five-day week now in effect for 
Los Angeles editorial employes of the 
Associated Press has resulted in the 
offing of extra vacations to make up 
for holidays lost through emergency 
assignments. AP formerly made 
these days up to the boys -but no 
more. 





Memphis Guild Contract 


The Press-eScimitar and the 
Memphis Newspaper Guild have 
signed a contract establishing a 40- 
hour week. It was signed by Edward 
J. Meeman, editor, for the Press- 
Scimitar, and by Harry Martin, presi- 
dent of the Guild and dramatic 
critic for The Commercial Appeal. 











CONCERT 





May Beegle Re-elected 
Mgr. Pitt Orch Ass’n 


Pittsburgh, June 22. 

Pittsburgh Orchestra Association, 
which annually brings a series of 
name symphony organizations to 
Syria Mosque for concerts, has re- 
elected May Beegle manager for the 
1937-38 season. This is the group 
from which several members of the 
board of directors resigned a couple 
of months ago because of what ther 
called Miss Beegle’s dictatorial pol- 
icies. 

Mrs. William Thaw, Jr.. who 
backed Miss Beegle against the pro- 
testing directors, was selected presi- 
dent again for the coming season. 


Pittsburgh Orchestra Association’: 
season opens November 2 with Chi- 
cago Symphony, to be followed De- 
cember 11 and 12 by the Boston 
Symphony and on January 8 and : 





and March 15, the Philadelphia sym- | 


phony. 

Opening gun of May Beegle’s 1938- 
39 concert series at Syria Mosque 
will be fired by Rosa Ponselle Octo- 
ber 22. It'll be diva’s first appear- 
ance here in several years. She'll be 
followed by Fritz Kreisler, Lily Pons, 
Jooss Ballet and Salzburg Opera 
Guild. 

Beegle series here is considered 
tops in Pittsburgh musical world. 
Y.M. and W.H.A. hasn't yet an- 
nounced its new lineup, but it runs 





far behind the Beegle quality. 


Steel Pier, A. C., Begins 
10th Opera Season July 1 


~ Tenth consecutive season of operas 
in English will be opened July 1 by 
the Steel Pier Opers Co. on the Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City. Company now 
holds the record for presentation 
continuously over the longest period 
of time of operas in English. 

Singers from the Metropolitan 
Opera Co., the Chicago Civic Opera, 
the State Opera at Vienna, the Paris 
Opera, the: Paris Opera Comique 
and from various opera companies 
in Italy have been engaged for the 
season. Performances this summer 
will be given Thursday and Friday 
nights instead of Saturday and Sun- 
day nights, as previously. Jules 
Falk directs the company. Steel Pier 
itself also opens its 40th season 
July 1. 


Det. Symph Arranges Its 
Six-a-Week Free Dates 


Detroit, June 22. 

Changes in ‘the Detroit Symph 
budget, plus an additional fund drive 
in the fall, will enable symph to 
give its scheduled six-week free con- 
cert series on Belle Isle this sum- 
mer. When the annual spring fund 
campaign fell short about $55,000 of 
its $200,000 goal, the symph board at 
that time announced it would have 











to.cut the summer series to four 
weeks, 
Pruning of the coming year’s 


budget and anticipation of a _ suc- 
cessful drive in the fall, however, 
prompted the symph society last 





who wrote} 


Dozen Periodicals Fold, Several Merge 
In Past Six Months; 


Many Newcomers 





Mortality of magazines and merg- 
ers of leading publications has 
been particularly heavy the first six 
months this year. Among the maga- 
zines which have gone out or 
merged are Vincent Astor’s Today 
which was merged with News-Week, 
Delineator which was bought by 


Pictorial Review, New York Wom- 
an, Ringmaster, Financial Observer, 
Mid-Week Pictorial, New Theatre 


and Film and last week The Literary 
Digest which was merged with Re- 
view of Reviews and sold to Albert 
Shaw. Latter publication once had 
a monopoly on the news-weekly 
field and at one time had a circula- 
tion of nearly 2,000,000. 

Others which went out this year 


include Hard-Boiled, Character 
Reading, Contest Review, Western 
Beauty Shop, Personal Astrology, 
Cyclist, Bowling and Billiards 


and Christian Community. Judge 
changed hands recently and was sold 
to Monte Bourjaily. 

Promising new mags. started this 
year include Cavalcade, Look, Com- 
mentator, possibly Cinema Arts just 
out, and two started last year, 
Coronet and Life, the latter being 
one of the most successful new ven- 
tures ever started from the point of 
view of circulation. Sport, Pocket 
Love, Pocket Western, Book Digest, 
Books in Brief, Foto, Pic, Famous 
Stories, Consumers Digest, Science 
Digest are othersgon the newcomers 





CHATTER 


Margaret Anderson 
her autobiography. 

Philip Guedella will go on a lec- 
ture tour next winter. 

Saturday Evening Post bought 
‘Noodler,’ by Horatio Winslow. 

Walter Duranty’s first long piece 
of fiction titled ‘Explosion in Russia’ 
is in Story mag for July. 

Elliot Paul’s ‘Life and Death of a 
Spanish Town’ is the August selec- 
tion. of the Book of the Month Club. 

John Strachey’s sister, Amabel 
Williams-Ellis, has written a novel 
titled ‘The Big Firm’ due out next 
fall. 

John Cutter, 


has. written 


United Press’ In- 
dianapolis manager for past two 
years, was last week transferred to 
the Chicago office of the UP. 

Ned Pines, publisher, and Leo 
Margulies, editor of Standard Maga- 
zines in Hollywood scanning the 
studios for new fiction ideas, 

Malcolm Muir has been made 
president of Weekly Publications, 
Inc., publisher of News-Week. He 
has resigned as president of McGraw- 
Hill. 

Solen Burry of ‘Having Wonderful 
Time,’ Broadway play about the 
Catskill resorts, is doing a book on 
the borscht circuit personalities for 
Simon & Schuster. 

Samuel Chotzinoff, music critic of 
the N. Y. Post, will lecture on music 
criticism next season in Philadel- 
phia. Critic will continue with the 
Post, commuting for classroom ses- 
sions. 

Walter S. Gifford, president of 
American Telegraph and Telephone 
Co., is having his lawyers turn their 
legal microscopes on the current 
series of profiles of him in the New 
Yorker. 

George Waller, Jr., has been re- 
appointed managing editor of Made- 
moiselle. One of the original staff 
members of the mag, he returns 
there after being in charge of radio 
publicity for 20th Century-Fox. 

Dr. Lee Norvelle’s dramatization 
of Edward Eggleston’s novel, ‘The 
Hoosier Schoolmaster,’ will be pub- 
lished by Rowe-Peterson & Co. 
Author is director of the theatre at 
Indiana Univ. and also state director 
of the WPA Federal Theatre project. 

Random House will publish ‘Room 
Service’ this week. Firm will pub- 
lish two new plays by S. N. Behr- 
man, and one each by Sidney How- 
ard, Clifford Odets, and Kaufman 
and Hart next fall. There is also 
a possibility of one by Eugene 
O'Neill. 





week to okay the full summer’s sked. 
This will include six free concerts 
weekly on the Isle, opening June 29 
and continuing through Aug. 8, with 
complete symphonies included in the 
Wednesday and Friday concerts. 
Victor Kolar will be in charge of 
season, which is said to be the only 
free summer series by a major 
symnh.in the U. S. 

Fall fund drive wiil center on coin 
to enable symph to complete its 








regular 2l-week winter season. 





list. Popular Photography is re. 
ported as doing very well. Still 
other new mags are Re-Vue, Stag, 
They Say, Famous Stories and 
Bachelor. Latter had a heart at. 
tack last month, but new money 
went in and it will continue. 

There is a tendency on the part 
of dying mags to employ editorial 
luminaries to dress up the staff. 
Most conspicuous example of promi- 
nent literati laborers employed by 
weak mags are the Financial Ob- 
server, which was founded with 
misappropriated funds and the New 
York Woman which took on Haidee 
Yates from Today, Stanley Walker 
and Richard Salmon, latter as art 
editor just a few weeks before the 
collapse, leaving several of these on 
the beach for a time. Walker has, 
however, recently returned to the 
Herald-Tribune. 


Stock Squawks 


Officials of the New York Woman 
and officers of Brown, Young & Co. 
which peddled the stock are being 
charged by N. Y. State with having 
sold stock to investors a few days 
prior to suspending publication. In- 
vestors, it is alleged by the State, 
were assured that the condition of 
the company was sound, although it 
was operating at a monthly deficit of 
between $40,000 and $45,000. 

Thirteen affidavits of stockholders 
alleging misrepresentations reveal, 
according to the sworn statement of 
the prosecutor, that the persons to 
whom prospecti were sent were 
either illiterate, of foreign extrac- 
tion and unable to read English, or 
were so totally ignorant and inex- 
perienced in business that they 
could not understand the contents. 

Some of those who bought stocks 
are described in the affidavit filed 
by Assistant Attorney General 
Bertha Schwartz who is carrying 
the flag for the State in this case. 
They include ‘A woman perma- 
nently crippled and confined to a 
hospital for over 25 years, who 
bought. 15 shares for $24.65, which 
were guaranteed by the salesman; a 
soda dispenser with a wife and two 
children. earning $100 a week who 
bought 100 shares for $162.50; a 
widow on the verge of a nervous 
breakdown, resulting from the shock 
of her husband’s death, although the 
salesman knew that her husband had 
left no insurance and that her total 
finances amounted to $90; a woman 
working as a cook and sending her 
son through college who was in- 
duced to buy 600 shares; servant 
girls who were unable to read the 
English language and who were en- 
tertained in restaurants by salesmen 
of the defendant, Brown, Young & 
Co. as part of the scheme to unload 
stock of said defendant, The New 
York Woman, Inc.’ 


Literary Digest Is Sold 


While sale of the Literary Digest 
was no surprise and had been ex- 
pected for some time, the sudden- 
ness of its execution scooped every- 
one connected with the publication. 
All most of them knew was what 
they read in the papers. 

Even the purchaser Albert J. Shaw 
of Review of Reviews, must have 
been somewhat surprised at its sud- 
denness as he was away on vacation 
and the deal was negotiated by his 
son. It was known early last week 
that George J. Hecht, publisher of 
Parents’ Magazine, was seriously in- 
terested and up to the eleventh hour 
he probably thought he had a deal. 
His representatives had been in the 
Digest offices making surveys and 
taking inventory. R. J. Cuddihy, 
publisher and chief stockholder, who 
holds about 51‘-, made up his mind 
suddenly and when the deal was 
made public it was Shaw, not Hecht, 
who got the Digest, leaving the lat- 
ter plenty sore. Dea! came so quick- 
ly that not even Cuddihy’s sons 
knew of it, nor did Wilfred J. Funk, 
son of the mag’s founder who owns 
about 40% of stock and has been 
editor. 

Peculiar angle on this is fact that 
even the United Press which has a 
direct line into the Digest office 
didn’t know. Syndicate services 
Digest with special info on request 
and works in close touch with the 
editors. They learned about the sale 
after it was on the Associated Press 
wires. 

Sale leaves Funk & Wagnalls with 
more than three floors of space In 
the Mills building in N. Y. and no 
house organ for advertising F. & W. 
books. Digest has a circulation © 
more than 500,000. 
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Wednesday, Jume 23, 1937 








beat Broadway 


Louise Latimer has come east. 
Mary Brian looking for a legit 
show. 





The Lauries are now raising 
canneries. ; 

Petty Starbuck in town from 
Hollywood. 


Ruth Clifford to the Coast after a 
pref visit in N. Y. 

Inez Courtney yens a Broadway 
Jeciter for next season. 


Jean Dalrymple is resting in the! 


Glendale, Calif., sanitarium. 
Pruce Cabot also has agents look- 
ing for a stage play for him. 
Richard. Bond, of ‘Abie’s 
Rose,’ being tested by Warners. 
Dorothy Burgess set for ‘Kiki’ at 


Irish 


M-dison, Conn., the week of July 55. 


Irene Purcell slated for the lead 
in Jules Leventhal’s ‘First Lady’ pro- 
duciion. 

Charles Bochert and Paul Morris 


p.2.’s for Jones Beach open air | 
o 


pereita season. 

Charles E. Green, CRA prexy. left 
Saturday (19) for visits to offices in 
Dallas and Hollywood. 

Al Sindlinger, promotion chief for 
‘Warech of Time,’ back from attend- 
ing RKO Coast convention. 

Howard E. Reinheimer, theatrical 
sitorney, leaves next Friday (25) 
for a biz trip to the Coast. 

Raymond O’Brien reported quit- 
ting the stage to instruct speech 
correction at a sanitarium. 

James Rennie reported readying 
e Hollywood jump, but mum about 
deiails of the film contract. 


Dorothy (Dottie) Elizabeth Rubino 
of Leblangs wed to Sergeant Hast- 
ing of the N. Y. State Troopers. 

Leonard Gaynor, 20th-Fox pub- 
licist, is commuting these hot days 
from his home in New Jersey. 

Grand National lads and girls 
hosied Sam Kestenbaum before he 
left to join Condor on the Coast. 


Jill Stern to strawhat at Ogunquit, | 


Me., this summer. Daughter of Dave 
Stern, publisher of the N. Y. Post. 

County Theatre, Suffern, N. Y., is 
after Frances Farmer for a strawhat 
date this summer. Looks likely to 
jell. 

Margie Hart, the stripper, being 
considered by Jules Leventhal for 
a part in his production of ‘Dead 
End.’ 

Soft drink stands popping up so 


‘fast in Times Square they now out- | 
stal- | 


number the sandwichboard 
warts, 

Spyros Skouras back. at his desk 
ai 20th-Fox after being laid up with 
an ailing lower limb for several 
weeks. 

E:hel Gilbert, singer, last week 
completed three years’ continuous 
engagement at Bill’s Gay Nineties. A 
record? 

Donald Cook will do ‘The High 
Road’ at Madison, Conn., and at 
Jeast one show at Suffern, N. Y., this 
summer. 

Charles Aaron, Sam Burger. Sam 
Eckman, Jr., of Metro’s foreign de- 


partment, at the home office from | 


their travels. 

Edith Meiser off to Europe for six 
weeks on combo vacash and gather 
material for radio scripts. Left 
Saturday (19). 

Max Gendel yens to do the Phil 
Loeb part in a road company of 
‘Room Service’ next fall. Loeb is 
coaching him. 

Eddie O’Brien nixing strawhat of- 


fers unless the barns’ are within 


commuting distance of the Polo 
Grounds, N. Y. 

C. N. O'Dell thinks Long Island 
fishing is the best in the world: has 
a chance to do it every day from 
his summer spot. 

Bernard Sobel of the Metro ex- 
vloitation organization to Paris and 
Budapest on a quickie sailing July 
¢ and returning July 21. 

Both NBC and CBS reported after 
Edward Emery to play the king in 
their ‘Hamlet’ broadcasts from 
Hollywood this summer. 

Jimmie Savo, back from Europe, 
Jeft for the Coast last week to play 
one of the star roles in Universal's 
Merry-Go-Round of 1938.’ 

The Professional Music Men, Inc., 
wrist-watched Mack Millar for the 
p.a. job he did for the song plug- 
gers on their recent benefit. 


Columbians, dramatic group among | 


employees of the Columbia Picts 


home office, just concluded their | 


simon-pure emoting season. 


H. E. Unkles, manager at Trans- | 
Lux, now spending most of his time | 
at the company’s Brooklyn plant 


*/nce returning from Europe. 


Al Jolson due in from the Coast | 


early in July when he may further 
£0 into the idea of the stock broker- 
“ge partnership with Georgie Price. 
panty Brand may accomp Darry! 
‘onuck abroad on the European va- 
cation in August when the 20th-Fox 


production head knocks off for a | 


couple of months. 


©. M. and Helene Samuel, of the | 


New Orleans Samuels, take their an- 
nual hegira away from N. O., next 
month, this time on a Norseland 
Cruise, sailing July 7. 

ere Kalmar and Harry Ruby are 
o S and pards as songwriters, but 
_ their vacations Kalmar is going 
Ms Europe and the Rubys ‘Eileen 
ercy) to Alaska: 
_ Marjorie Stafford, radio and musi- 
cal comedy singer, will appear with 
ine Berkshire Players, Stockbridge. 





Mass., in the group’s first summer 
stock production, ‘Mariette.’ 

Ben Bernie has taken a house for 
the August racing month in Sara- 
toga when he will vacash 100%. Re- 
turns to the Coast in November for 
the second Winchell-Bernie film. 

Allen Atwater, who has been man- 
aging “Tovarich’ for Gilbert Miller 
at the Plymouth this season, shifts 
over to Maurice Evans’ touring co. 
in the fall, in a similar capacity. 

A. Longfellow Fiske, Hotel Sussex, 
lecturer; Arthur H. Gutman, music 
| arranger, 133 West 47th Street; Uriel 
_ Davis, listing himself as p.a., Hotel 
|Paris, all discharged from  bank- 
ruptcies. 

Sam B. Jacobson, genera! produc- 
tion manager of Van Beuren Picts 
until his health failed three years 
ago, is entirely recovered. Is edi- 
{tor and publisher of the Hunter 
1 (N. Y.) Review, rural weekly. 

Ever since the $1,100 rap against 
|the French Casino on the ‘minimum 
charge’ thing, the New Yorker is 
doing an extensive survey on the 
| joints, pointing up the differences 
i between a couvert and a minimum. 
| Dora Caesar, wife of Arthur 
| Caesar (‘All Gaul,’ as he used to bill 
' himself), is becoming quite a Laguna 
|Beach, Calif.. realtor. Building 
| several houses as a private business 
| venture while Arthur is scribbling in 
| Hollywood. 

| Marta Schwanebek, who operates 
ithe little Scala, eatery near the 
| Scala, Berlin, used by vaude per- 
| formers on the bills of that house, in 
|New York for a vacation and visiting 
faround with her many American 
|performer friends. 

| Margaret Perry to do ‘Spring 
| Dance’ at Madison, Conn., the week 
|of July 26 after she returns trom the 
|; Coast, where she went this week 
|with her husband, Burgess Mere- 
;}dith. Actress may also do a couple 
| of shows at Suffern, N. Y. 

| Donald Dovglas’ prime urge in 
lrushing to the Coast when ‘Boy 
| Meets Girl’ closed Saturday (19) at 
|the Ambassador, N. Y., was to see 
|his young son, born since he came 
| east. Perry Ivins, also of ‘Boy,’ re- 
| ported accompanying Douglas. 
Leon Enken (Leon & Eddie’s) is 
| breaking in his son, Philip, Cornell 
undergraduate. by having him act as 
cashier at the Berkeley-Carteret, 
Asbury Park. Learning the nitery 





ropes at a shore hostelry is coole~ 


| than on West 52d, which is the main 
| idea, 





Paris 


Robert Darthez at Le Grand Jeu. 
Maryse Wendling ait Poisson d’Or. 
Vic Wells ballet in from London. 
Willie Lewis and band off for Bel- 
| gium. 
| Mary Lewis concerting at the Salle 
| Gaveau. 
Regina Camier operated on for 
| appendicitis. 

Louise Vierne, organist of Notre 
Dame, dead. 

American expo pavilion opening 
| set for July 4. 
Ruby Halladay at the Cabaret de 
| Monseigneur. 
| Germaine Sablon at Harry Pilcer’s 
!Au Don Juan. 

Jules Bledsoe giving second recital 
at Salle Chopin. 

Bobby Martin’s band recitaling at 
the Hot Club de France. 

Fernand Gravet planning a return 
ito Hollywood in September. 

‘Victoria Regina’ starring Gaby 
Morlay passing its 100th perform- 





ance. 

Freddy Taylor’s orchestra. at 
Hariem Club, new Montmartre 
nitery. 

Lolanda singing over Radio Cite. 

Jo Baker celebrating her 30th 
) birthday. 

‘Elizabeth Femme Sans Homme’ 
irevived at the Theatre Vieux- 
| Colombier. 

Dave Hacker and June Sidel fea- 
| tured in New Alcazar revue “‘Beautes 
|de Femmes.’ 

| Pierre Fresnay acquiring’ the 
| French rights of an English play, 
| “Terence Rattigan.” 

M. Sartori taking over the cafe 
| Florian in the Champs-Elysees and 
| putting in an orchestra. 

Pierre Chanel commencing 
‘L’Alibi,’ film with Jany Holt, Eric 
/von Stroheim and Louis Jouvet in 


| the leads. : 
Berlin 


Brigitte Horney motoring in from 
| Italy. 

Koscak Yamada, 
| poser, in Berlin, 

New showing of ‘Desire’ (Par) at 
the Capitol am Zoo. 

Geza von Bolvary to meg Paula 
Wesseley’s next pic. 

Rose Stradner to America in July 
|for her MGM termer. 
| Ettore Panizza here from Italy to 
baton at the Deutsches opera. 
‘Born to Dance’ (MG) premiering 
at 30 Berlin houses simultaneously. 
‘Valiant Is the Word for Carrie’ 
| (Par) premiering at the Kurfursten- 
, damm. 

Dr. Lehnich to Munich to discuss 
clearirg problems of the German- 
Italian pix. 

Heinrich George set for ‘Midsum- 
mer Night's Dream’ at the Fried- 
richshaven. 

Dr. Schwarz of the Reich's film 
chamber to Prague to’ ask a few 
questions about nixes on German 
pix. 








| 





Japanese com- 


| 
| 
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Lee Shubert here with Billy Klein 
looking at shows. 

Henry Sherek fiving to Vienna and 
Paris on an act-scouting tour. 

Edythe Baker obtained a_ final 
divorce against Gerard d’Erlanger 
June 14. 

Lee Shubert wants Hildegarde for 
a starring role in a Broadway show 
in the fall. 

Vandy Kape here to appear at a 
West End concert in a program of 
highbrow music. 

Al Verdi and Thelma Lee booked 
by Frank Neil for an Australian 
tour; sail July 23. 


Lee Shubert negotiating with 
Firth Shepherd to stage ‘House- 
master’ on Broadway. 

Derval, direcior of the Folies 
Bergere, chasing Cinda Glenn for 
his next revue in Ociober. 


Peggy Ashcroft obtained a divorce 
decree June 14 against Theodore 
Komisajevsky. stage producer. 

Florence Desmond will be at the 
Cafe de Paris during the return of 
Harry Richman for the month of 


July. 
Nelson Keys shaken, but un- 
injured, when his car overturned 


while driving from Maidenhead to 
London. 

Larry Adler a visitor at the 
Houses of Parliament in Dublin, 
Ireland, at the special invitation of 
De Valera. 

‘The Last Adventurers,’ Conway 
Prods. first film. has gone into pro- 
duction at Sound City Studios, under 
direction of Roy Kellino. 

Constance Cummings to star in 
‘Three Set Out,’ new comedy by 
Philip Leaver, at the Embassy the- 
atre, Swiss Coitage, June 22. 

On the day of her opening in a 
new play at the Haymarket, Dorothy 
Hyson discovered her Chelsea flat 
robbed of $1,000 worth of jewels. 

George Robey has joined high- 
lights of peerage, church and state 
who form a General Advisory Coun- 
cil for the British Broadcasting Corp. 

Ben Goetz signed Rose Rosenberg, 
for 15 years private secretary to 
Ramsay MacDonald, for an execu- 
tive post in Metro’s British studios. 

Blum’s Monte Carlo Ballet being 
waged for a Hollywood musical, with 
entire outfit likely to sail as soon as 
they finish their London Coliseum 
season. 

Edward Newton, manager of Para- 
mount’s Plaza, off on a three month 
holiday which wil] serve as a honey- 
moon, although he was wed six 
months ago. 

While Jack Hulbert plans to go to 
Holiywood, Cicely Courtneidge will 
co-star with Bobby Howes in a new 
musical at the Hippodrome, pro- 
duced by Hulbert. 

Since their act split up two years 
ago, the Houston Sisters have ac- 
quired a male partner each, and 
both appeared on the same bill at 
Stratford Empire, June 14: Renee 
with Donald Stewart from the U. S., 
and Billie with Ronnie Hill. 

Vic Oliver was practically set for 
the Radio Olympia Exhibition, Aug. 
25 for 10 days, to emcee, but the 
Ministry of Labor insisted, the func- 
tion being so particularly English, 
it would not do for a foreigner to be 
in charge. Now Sutherland Felce, 
local compere, has replaced. 

Cecil Buckingham, booker of 
Blackpool Tower Attractions; Tom 
Clarke, owner of the Argyle, 
Birkenhead, and Charles Fersythe, 
of Forsythe, Seamon and Farrell, 
have formed a production company 
to produce vaudeville units. irst 
unit opens at Birkenhead Aug. 23. 


Sydney 


By Erie Gorrick 








Sir Ben Fuller back from New 
Zealand. 

Hérbie Hayward recovered from a 
severe illness. 

Sid Greisman lining up several 
ATP attractions. 

Cinesound’s ‘Tall Timber’ will soon 
be out of the cutting-room. 

Many nabe men still running pro- 
grams lasting almost four hours. 

‘The Show Goes On’ (ATP) is still 
the best b.o. Britisher jn this spot. 

Clarence Badger hopes to make a 
pic for a new indie concern here. 

Marcus show is still doing top 
trade in New Zealand for Fullers- 
Snider-Dean. 

Wynne Davies given a great wel- 
come by the local gang on his return 
from America. 

Femmes are readying to give a big 
welcome to Lloyd Hughes on his ar- 
rival next week. 

Dante, magician, has returned and 
is presenting his magic show at the 
Princess, Melbourne. 

Dick Stephens, former Queensland 
exhib, trips to England after retiring 
from the show game. 

Ben Bernard kept busy arranging 
pic airings over the Australian 
Broadcasting network. 

Newsreel theatrettes continue to 
do splendid trade in both Sydney 
and Melbourne for G.U.T. 

Col gave a private viewing of 
‘Lost Horizon’ to the trade under 
the supervision of Joe Joel. 

Jack Percival. p.a. of Snider-Dean, 
preparing exploitation for the Mar- 
cus Shaw season in Sydney. 


Dan Casey working at full pres- 
sure on ‘the. premiere of ‘Three 
Smart. Girls’ (U) in Sydney. 


Capt. Frank Hurley has returned 





from Great Barrier Reef on a shoot- | 
ing assignment for Cinesound. 

A. B. Tyrrell, head of RCA here, 
returns to America this week. Job 
goes to Ken Fidden, a localite. 

Femmes are 


Hollywood 


Fred Datig, Meiro caster, licked 
swelling biz for , the flu. 





Metro’s ‘Camille’ in Sydney, and | : : re 
Robert Taylor maintains his spot eenoeeeeh Philadelphia-bound for a 
as fave. 2 ; 
Reported that Lawrence Tibbeit | Arthur Rose back from ogling 
will definitely tour here early. in Broadway. 
1938 under Williamson-Tait man- John Hay Whitney aired in from 
agement. ; _ New York, 
Motion Picture Exhibs’ Assn. is Sawbones carved Walter Woolf 


readying a new set of rules to come 
into operation under direction of | 
William Harrop. 

Stuart F. Doyle is on the lookout 
for more radio units to gather under 
the wing of his Commonwealth 
Broadcasting chain. 


King’s schnoz. 


Carlyle Moore joins Cape Cod 
players July 4. 


Donald Meek and wife going for a 
look at Alaska. 


Marry Orr has gone to Cape Cod 


Dancing, roller and ice skating for theatre work. 
continue to + Penge sn oeg yi Jane Wyman hospitalized for ner- 
in the city and nabes owing to the yous preakdown. 
continuance of the cold spell. 


Owen Murphy occupying a writ- 
ing tent at Metro. 
Jack Lee here to open Coast office 


Williamson-Tait will present ‘Bala- 
laika’ in Melbourne next September. 
Musical was secured by Frank Tait 
during his recent trip abroad. for Monte Proser. 

Bronislaw Huberman has _ been Leah Ray motoring to the home 
engazed by Australian Broadcasiing | town, Norfolk, Va. 


nage ene meen aemenaiel oF concerts | Sammy White starting p.a. tour in 
a : ““ | Chicago this week. 


June. : “ ' 

Although out of the show game JP ey Bin nrc nn back from Wai- 
now, Hugh J. Ward still likes to take | Bill ”d Be iS Be is h f 
a run around the various show spots. |p... dice. * na mis here from 
Real estate is his main interest now- eeedens D. » ‘Urn. mained ‘advt 
adays. ene ae nical adviser 

‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) will be ee | aun ar 
given an airing over the. A-class PP MS adv be 
units this week, with pic due for an Gpicieeae co way shows. 
early showing in Sydney and Mel- , Er inicolor camefa crew will go 
bourne. . to lens ‘Drums. 

Gracie Fields is without doubt the | trie: — ry ee Sees the 
best British b. o. bet in Australia Boyd Mi at Magdalena Day. - 
today. Latest opus, ‘Show Goes On’ | »y artin, Louisville Courier- 
(ATP), swinging quite easily inte Journal crick, gandering the lots. 
fourth week at top take. : Jacqueline Wells was bounced off 

Harry Hunter, Par boss, has com- a on Bel Air bridle path. 
pleted a survey of various holdings | y4° ae = 6Surost ng Go tuna in 
in the territory and is just about sci ne with Lloyd Bacon. 
on local knowledge. Hunter replaced |) ‘iaiy all, Technicolor vice-prez, 
the late John Kennebeck. uddling with Eastman at Rochester. 

Jim Gerald, pop comedian of the Pha mmny 4 weg 4: schnoz and the 
Frank Neil circuit, leaves for a short | ‘Olive vate both have new bridges. 
vacation in America this week. His | iver Hinsdell is Embajador Ex~- 
niece, Phyllis Barry, has been lo- + ghaaaaaales of the Texas Exposi- 

some time. . ‘ ; 
“Tecdlete ak Feeds eee ten: Jerry Howard and bride, Elaine 
stance Worth) to George Brent Ackerman, back from Nevada honey- 
broke the front pages on all dailies boy 
over here. Girl played in Cinesound | ,, Lester Blumberg switched from 
pix here prior to leaving for Holly- |M¢tro ad department to Fox West 
wood. Coast. : 

Hoyts nabe biz continues to ¢> |, Gene Austin taking his crooning 
ahead strongly in New South Wales | oe on p.a. journey next 
and Victoria, and further additional | ™¢nth. : 
theatres are proposed following the rnst Lubitsch 


in after 


cocktailed the 


return of Charles Munro from ‘Angel’ cast and crew on washup of 
America the film. 
, ; , 4s Irving Cummings is stabling a new 
Little Theatres again swinging 


into production, with the entry of | quartet of racing nags at his Escon- 
cold weather. List includes Grand a rancho, : 
Guignol, ‘The Melting Pot,’ ‘Past |, Vincent Lopez talking about pull- 
and Present,’ and ‘Mulligan of the |/"8 UP a modernistic nitery on Wil- 
Mounted.’ | shire boulevard. aa 
Acts playing the Frank Neil cir- BR er art Leisen goes on ‘Big 
cuit include Con Colleano, Roy Rene, | 5108 cast of 1938’ on return from 
Irene Vermillion, Bob’ Parish, |©¥ropean ganders. 
Charlie Norman, Jack Stocks, Ai | Ben Washer winged out to start 
Roxy, Sylvia Kellaway, Sisson and |€W Job as Samuel Goldwyn’s New 
Neil,’ Virginia Bacon, Scott and | ¥¢rk Publicity contact. 
Erickson, Barry, Breen and Wyler. | amuel Ornitz forsook Hollywood 
Morton Fraser, and Sadie Gale: for a month to freshen up for new 
| Serivening toil at Republic. ° 
| Martha Raye leaving on an eastern 
ene p. a. tour following moter honey- 
Stroudsburg Pa moon with Buddy Westmore._ . 
’ ’ | Nick Grinde nixed Brazil and 
By John J. Bartholomew Argentina for his vacash tour and 
| will hit for Shanghai instead. 
Skytop Club’s ‘Skyrackets’ set for | Al Herman working in Warners’ 
Aug. 13-14. ‘Adventurous Blonde’ and Universal's 
Phil-art Trio twice daily at Pocono | “Too Clever to Live’ simultaneously. 
Manor Inn. Borris Morros’ son, Dick, now in 
Clair Hill’s band in swanky Buck- | military school here, goes to Paris 
wood Inn grill. for a year’s foreign schooling in Sep- 
Scranton Sirens with Billy Lustig | tember. 
at Chateau Roth. Arthur Zoellner now news and 
Charlie Knecht’s Ramblers back at | feature ed. in Eddie Selzer’s War- 
Yarrick’s Hof Brau. |ner office. Carlyle Jones back on 
Met Opera’s Frederick Jagel a | class mag copy. 
summer cottager at Buck Hill. Poisonous spray sprinkled on 
Shawnee C. C. gets next year’s | growing vegetables is causing many 
PGA tournament with all time high | upset stomachs in Hollywood. Mar- 
bid of $15,000. garet Lindsay a victim. 


David Copperfield theatre, former- 


ly Shawnee strawhat, resumed with | 
By Humphrey Doulens 




















extensive schedule. 

Community forum signed for nexi | 
season includes Channing Pollock, 
Elsie Mae Gordon and Kay Powell. 

Buck Hill Players open July 9 
with Philip Barry’s ‘Spring Dance.’ 
Arthur Weld of Wesleyan U. appoint- | 
ed to staff. 





Marsha Hunt expected here soon. 
agg Brush at his Shorehaven es- 
ate. 


, O'Donnell and Blair sending cards 
_from Sweden. 


New Haven | Mrs. Jack Pulaski visiting rela- 


tives in Fairfield. 
By 1 . 
y Harold bog Bone Norma Taylor returns as secretary 


Loe Lavenduski holidaying in to Country Playhouse. 








Maine. Robert Gallug running dancing 
Bob Carney off on Penn. vacash Class at Longshore Club. 
the 28th. 


_Nazimova ill and local revival of 
‘Ghosts’ put off to end of season. 

Tallulah Bankhead has taken an 
option on that place in South Nor- 
walk. 

The newlywed Mr. and Mrs. Ed 
Wynn in local waters on the ‘Sea 
Wynn.’ 

Henry Fonda will do revival of 
‘The Virginian’ at Country Playhouse 
in August. 

: Lily Pons entertained Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Bradna while circus was in 
Bridgeport. 

Nathaniel Wagner, hero of “My 
Maryland, conducting restaurant on 


Eddie Weaver folds at Taft Grill 
for summer, 

Hal Welles off to direct strawhat 
at Matunuck. 

Unity Players will do Odets’ ‘Silent 
Partner’ locally. 

Henry Busse doing WPA outdoor 
symph directing. 

Arthur Ehehalt to Louisville for 
AFM convention. 

Alex Dean again at Cohasset for 
summer directing. 

Milton Stiefel’s 
gets going June 28. 

Gene Brassil to Bridgeport for 
——— — duty. 

ussell soon heads for Long 

| Island loafing hangout. * the Post road. 
Leonard Selsey, town's oldest! _ Day Tottle and Richard Skinner 
_stagehand, dropped dead here Friday @ividing the day between Mount 
j 


Ivoryton troupe 





(18). ‘ Kisco and here. 

Localite George Serries a click in Cecil Holm, -Burton Davis and 
Yale Dramat’s one-acter ‘100,000 Dol- F.P.A, penning: sketches for Weston 
lars. Firemen’s Frolic next month, _ 
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Dallas Opens Gates to Slow Start; 
Stresses Entertainment Appeal 





By JIMMY LOVELL 


Dallas, June 22. 

First week of the Texas-Pan 
American exposition ended Satur- 
day (19) with officials adjusting their 
sights on setup and particularly on 
Casino. Attendance for first week 
was approximately 175,000, ’way un- 
der figures for last summer’s Cen- 
tennial. 

Advance work on exploitation was 
handled by Pendleton Dudley agency 
of New York, contract being sub-let 
by Tracy-Locke-Dawson of Dallas- 
New York. Local newspapers didn’t 
cotton so well to the outlanders so 
contract wasn’t renewed at option 
time last week. Phil Fox, Dallasite 
who handled publicity last year, was 
brought. back and planted at chief 
publicity post. Space-getting imme- 
diately picked up. Tracy-Locke-Daw- 
son will continue to handle advertis- 
ing which will be increased and 
scattered heavily in Texas bladders. 


Next. switch was in connection 





with Casino. This spot had a $10 
pre-view which proved to be big 
mistake as idea got out that show 
was too expensive and required top 
hat for attendance. Ballyhoo is 
hammering on them that ‘it’s biggest 
show in the world for $1.’ 

Scale for show is $1 plus tax 
through week and $1.50 on weekend 
and holidays. Dinners range from 
$1.25 to $2.50, with no mixed drinks 
sold. Place opened with reserva- 
tions being handled on fixed loca- 
tion basis but this proved unsatis- 
factory for night club operation. 
This plan required pre-show pickup 
of ducats. Now floor captains have 
latitude in handling customers and 
spotting them. 

Exposition poured $174,000 into 
place before it opened. It has a 
weekly nut of approximately $21,000 
and a weekly costume amortization 
of about $1,000. Officials say that 
with fifteen shows a week nut can 
be covered with three-quarters ca- 
pacity business. 

Show opened slow but recovered 
quickly after swank idea was re- 
moved and by Saturday night cops 
were on hand to quiet stubborn 
Texans who disliked standing back 
of the ropes. Officials claimed they 
came within $700 of making nut first 
week. They say the $174,000 re- 
quired to open has been written off 
without expectation of clearing it. 

Saturday (19) was Emancipation 
Day and grounds were turned over 
to Negroes—excepting the Casino— 
and Bill Robinson was on hand as 
lure for his race. He headlined a 
pickup show and dance Saturday 
night and did turnaway business at 
half a buck. He also made appear- 
ances in two free shows and Sunday 
night did his stuff at Casino after 
drop of final curtain. 

Casino is Leader 


Main interest was in Casino show 
which was produced by George 
Marshall, with his wife, Corinne 
Griffith, having more than casual 
finger in executive end. Marshall 
imported Jo Mielziner for lights and 
scenic design, Irving Kahal and 
Sammy Fain for music, Chester Hale 
for dance routines, Ray Kavanaugh 
for pit band; and Charles Lemaire 
for costuming. This production staff 
turned out a show and arranged a 
setting which approximated a Zieg- 
feld ‘Follies’ in a nightclub as big as 
an amphitheatre. 

The 12-year old auditorium was 
reconditioned throughout. Twelve 
terraces ascend from stage to ceiling 
and about 2,000 customers can be 
handled. Color motif of room is 
periwinkle blue and same theme 
continues in cast costuming and 
lighting. Stage has an 80-foot open- 
ing with runways extending back 
along sides for 25 feet to second 
stage area, the opening of which is 
40 feet square. This second opening 
contains the revolving stage used in 
one number. Ted Fio Rito’s orches- 
tra is spotted on stage in center, for 
dancing, while Kavanaugh’s band is 
in pit down front for show. 

In the opening show are Georges 
and Jalna, on three times, doing a 
tango, a formal routine which has 
been staged sensationally on a 
chromium circular mat which <asts 
double shadows to a screen, and 
they work in Ravel's ‘Bolero’ in the 
finale. The comedy is supplied by 
The Three Sailors, Stan Kavanaugh 
and Borrah Minevitch’s harmonica 
aggregation. All of the acts clicked 
with opening night audience. Lyn 
Murray’s male chorus is used and 
Art Jarrett and -Jack Arthur do 
vocals during production numbers. 


Neither voice has the sock necessary 
for this sort of show. 

Showstop honors, however, are 
split between lighting effects created 
by Mielziner and the 48 girls trained 
by Hale. The locals actually started 
whooping it up cowboy fashion when 
the light board men started throw- 
ing switches and when the dancers 


did their precision routines. One 
production number employed fans, 
with girls posed on inclined rack, 


and approximated cinema effects by 


virtue of elevated visual status of 
audience. 
Kahal and Fain have supplied 


show with four tunes, ‘El Gaucho,’ 

‘Texanita,’ ‘Pin. a Bluebonnet on 

Your New Bonnet’ and ‘Don’t You 

Know, Don’t You Care,’ all tuneful. 
Show Accelerates 


The show opens slow with ‘El 
Gaucho’ and the tempo is still down 
at closing, with the ‘Bolero’ used a 
finale. It could use to good advantage 
a voice with punch, either male or 


female. Talent is set from four to 
six weeks. 
Elegant is trite word but seems 


best to describe show. Costumes are 
lavish and everything about pro- 
duction shows mark of richness. It 
should, since officials admit they 
spent $250,000 to get it open. Figures 
are unofficial but it is reportea about 
950 of the 2,000 seats were sold for 
the swank $10 preview, rest of house 
being papered hastily at last minute. 
Good houses were present for both 
shows Saturday night, capacity be- 
ing claimed for last one. At $1 and 
$1.50 on weekends and holidays, the 
Casino show is a bargain. 

Rio a Surprise 


Road to Rio provided the surprise 
of the midway. Jimmy Smith and 
Walter Herzog spent about $25,000 to 
remodel old Streets of Paris. Club 
for members was enlarged and pro- 
vision made for dancing without 
descending to ground floor and 
mingling with the masses. New stage 
with shell for band in back was built 
for open air court. Ramps lead up 
over proscenium to enable show 
girls to pose in the sky. 

Jack Crawford heads band and 
acts as emcee. Alexander Oumansky 
has trained a chorus of 24 local girls 
who dance surprisingly well for 
novices. In the show are Zingo, the 
Hollywood Horse; Renee _ Villon, 
near-strip dancer; Patricia Marr, 
acrobatic dancer; Joaquin Garey and 
Carmen Marin, singers; June Brooks, 
ballerina, and, The Cansinos, dancers 
of Latin routines. This pair of 
youngsters, Gabriel and Carmela, are 
members of the well-known Cansino 
family and exhibit an exciting ex- 
pertness in their work. 

This show runs about 45 minutes 
and is presented intact instead of 
piecemeal as is usually the case in 
such villages. It is scheduled four 
times nightly. Gate tariff is 40 cents. 
Management reported big business 
opening day. With better lighting on 
this show it would be big-time. 

Cavalcade seems certain to be an- 
other big draw this year. A. L. 
Vollman again is producer and Jan 
Fortune did the writing encore. Only 
one of the 24 scenes has been re- 
tained from last year’s production. 
The stage has been enlarged and 
Manley Nash has created a new 
scenic background for the panoramic 
history course. Improved _ sound 
equipment provides supple and 
perfect synchronization of the di- 
logue by the supporting cast in the 
sound booth. Tol Ware again is 
narrator. 

He has a commanding voice which 
ties together the changing scenes in 
March of Time fashion. The show 
runs 70 minutes, opens with an Aztec 
sacrifical rite and closes with re- 
construction of the peace conference 
addressed by President Roosevelt in 
Buenos Aires. White House per- 
mission was given for reenactment of 
this scene with imitation of the 
President. 

Black Forest is back for a second 
year,- with a better ice show than 
last year. The place did bigger busi- 
ness opening day than same day last 
year, management said. A four-girl 
ice ballet is offered and a bull-fight 
burlesque similar to that of the Ritz 
Brothers is staged. Topper for an ice 
show is presentation of a stripper, 
Rita Royce, who works with a flock 
of doves as her principal adornment. 

Show Boat returns with ‘Murder 
in the Old Red Barn’ replacing last 
year’s ‘The Drunkard.’ Company is 


Dorans and Neely Edwards head the 
olio. ‘ 

New show this year is Nat Roger’s 
‘The Bowery, duplicating Tony 
Pastor’s theatre. He has a beef trust 
chorus and old time talent doing 
their out-moded vaudeville turns. 
Rice Brothers. who claim to have 
worked in Pastors (and did), head 
the show. 








Wax Dumps | 
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quested for releases. From RTP’s 
contacts abroad it is learned what 
is wanted, and consequently shopped 
for. . 
$7,000 on One Deal 

Biggest deal ever swung in second- 
hand e.t.’s was pulled by the RTP 
several years ago, when outfit bought 
a flock of sets of the old ‘Chandu’ 
series, and immediately sold ’em to 
a string of stations through Australia 
and New Zealand for a profit that 
exceeded $7,000. The boys in the biz 
still yearn for a duplication of that 
turn, but it isn’t likely. 

With clearance rights difficult to 
obtain because agencies are loath to 
bother after having used a transcrip- 


tion set, dealers have their chief 
trouble in securing worthy used 
stuff. Obtaining most of it from 


small production outfits to whom $1 
is exactly $1 after their waxes have 
sopped up their U. S. value, the 
brokers will buy almost anything. 
Musical stuff is the chief demand, 
but all sorts of serials are welcome. 
Brokers pay out $1.50-$3 per platter; 
try and usually do sell for 100% 
gross profit. 
On many a foreign station it 
doesn’t matter what is being aired as 
long as the station has something 
akin to entertainment flowing out 
over its wavelength. Programs, in 
the majority of instances, are just 
time-lapses to separate the plugs. 
That's due to the fact most American 
advertisers use spots abroad, and 
Americans’ biz is rather a backbone 
to the foreign stations. . 

No Savvy English 
In South America and parts of 
Africa, the listeners don’t understand 
the English spiels but they presum- 
ably wait ’em out for some talk 
dished direct by the station an- 
nouncer which they will savvy. And 
what they savvy tufns out to be the 
commercials. 

Some years ago Redbook and Cos- 
mop magazines waxed extensive al- 
bums—dramatizations of yarns run- 
ning in their pages. Getting wide 
rides on U. S. stations, chiefly on 
co-op arrangement, all of these were 
later peddled abroad through 
brokers. In South Africa the Red- 
book series was worn to a scratch 
from so many spinnings, and some 
of the stations afterwards naively 
asked for a second fresh series at 
second-hand cost. 

The pirating of platters, not a high 
art of thievery, but a pinch-penny 
one, is accomplished through cor- 
rupt monitors and panelmen. The 
racketeers, content with cigaret cash, 
contact employes of stations when 
possible and arrange to give 50c per 
for each good disc dipped out of a 
station. At the expiration of a 
sponsored series’ run on a station, 
the larger agencies ofttimes just no- 
tify the broadcaster to destroy the 
set. Rather than follow relayed or- 
ders, the crooked station employe 
takes the discs out under his coat. 
The racketeers, having virtually no 
connections abroad, have linked up 
some less-discriminating one-lung 
broadcasters in the U. S., who will 
grab the e.t.’s for their program 
value only. If the commercial copy 
originally, used is recorded on the 
waxes, it is muted. Some of these 
broadcasters acquired whole libra- 
ries of disc music via the fences 
handling the swiped stuff, 


CBS Stock 
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B directly, 33,628 A and 11,722 B 
beneficially. 

Leon Levy: 19,338 A and 22.462 B 
directly and beneficially. 

Part of Paley’s stock, 43,990 A 
shares, is held by Park Corp., his 
wholly-owned personal holding com- 
pany. 

Stock-purchase options, under 
which they can invest half of their 
annual bonuses at the rate of $15 
for a $2.50 par Class A ticket, are 
enjoyed by seven insiders. They 
allow Edward Klauber, v.p., to buy 
4,980 shares; Paul U. Kesten, v.p., 
2,556; Mefford R. Runyon. 1,704: 
Hugh K. Boice, v.p., 1,186: Herbert 
V. Akerberg, v.p., 712; H. Leslie At- 
lass, v.p., 656; Lawrence U. Lowmen. 
vV.p. and secretary, 626. 








almost identical with last year’s. The 


Paley’s Profits 


Turning light on Paley’s profit- 


= 





Cleveland Fair Offic 
Showboat Concession; Revive Bank 


ials in Jam ie 





sharing agreement, web reported last 
year he drew $237,524. Of this sum, 
$91,369 was paid in the period ended 
Jan. 2, 1937 and the rest was accrued. 
In addition, he got $4,097 due for 
services in 1935. The total includes 
$196,155 paid under his pact calling 
for a cut of the profits. 

As the only holder of such a con- 
tract, Paley gets an annual salary of 
$40,000, plus 242% of the consoli- 
dated net profits up to $600,000 and 


5% of all excess gravy. Pact has 
until Dec. 31, 1939, to go, having 


ting corporate profits. 

Non-binding agreements under 
which gang of execs are cut in were 
adopted in each of the past three 
years, papers showed, but none of 
this group is sure of getting a slice 
of the extra take. Last year 89 
persons divvied $141,525, with Klau- 
ber getting the most, $30,590. Paley’s. 
take under the profit-sharing agree- 
ment last year was said to be $54,097. 

Other salary figures showed Klau- 
ber’s total remuneration last year 
was $71,359, Kesten’s $38,800, and 
Boice’s, $45,098. Compensation of 12 
other officers was $189,133, while one 
employee, not named, took $21,325. 
Part of the unidentified officers’ pay 
came from subsidiaries, but amounts 
were not specified. 

Payment of $100,000 to G. A. Rich- 
ards last year was disclosed in the 
supplementary expense statement. 
This amount was described as due 
for reimbursement of expenses and 
obligations incurred ‘in connection 
with acquisition of property’ by the 
chain. Legal fees to Rosenberg, 
Goldmark and Colin cost $67,575, 
while Price, Waterhouse & Co., audi- 
tors, drew $29,249. 


Petrillo 
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‘cut out records, unless same number 
of men are employed who make the 
records.’ 


Weber, Bagley Re-elected 


Convention, numbering 527 dele- 
gates, representing over 100,000 mu- 
sicians in the United States and 
Canada, closed deliberations Satur- 
day (19), and chose Tampa, Florida, 
as the site of 1938 meeting. 

Incumbent officers: Weber, presi- 
dent; Charles L. Bagley, Los An- 
geles, vice-president, and Fred Birn- 
bach, Newark, secretary, were unop- 
posed for re-election. Harry E. 
Brenton, Boston, was renamed finan- 
cial secretary-treasurer, gaining a 
plurality of 386 votes over Harry J. 
Steeper, Jersey City. 

Those elected to the executive 
board were Petrillo, Chicago; A. C. 
Hayden, Washington; Chauncey A. 
Weaver, Des Moines, and Walter M. 
Murdoch, Toronto, all incumbent, 
and J. W. Parks, Dallas. Mr. Mur- 
doch was appointed to succeed the 
late J. Edward Jarrott, who served 
as the Canadian member of the 
board. 

A total of 97 resolutions were be- 
fore the convention, most important 
of which were those whose subject 
matter was recordings and sound 
pictures, the Social Security Act, 
and the activity of the C.I.O. in at- 
tempting to organize musicians in 
certain jurisdictions of the American 
Federation of Musicians. 


Financial secretary-treasurer, 
Brenton, submitted a report showing 
the federation’s cash and _ invest- 
ments in the sum of $1,454,864. 
Nearly 7,000 members were added in 
the last year, it was reported, bring- 


Canada to 111,960. 


Salaries of officers were an- 
nounced as $20,000 a year and ex- 
penses for President Weber; $10,000 
a year for Secretary Birnbach, plus 
expenses, and $7,500 a year for Bren- 
ton. Salaries of the six executive 
board members were raised from 
$1,000 to $1,500 a year. The conven- 
tion went on record Friday (18) as 
favoring the creation of a $250,000 





‘Women’ for Vienna 


Vienna, June 11. 


Josefstadt theatre will start off its 
|fall season with Clare 
‘The Women.’ 


American play is expected to be a 





highly important premiere 


been revised two years ago to clear | 
up tiff about the manner of calcula- | 


ing the total in the United States and | 


trust fund for Weber and his wife. 


Booth’s | 


vr 





Cleveland, June 22. 


Lawsuit against Herman Pirchner 
owner of Showboat, by Charles 
Schwarz who claims he had a prior 
option on the fair’s floating night 
club, caused biggest flurry of excite. 
ment at Great Lakes Expo last week, 
Schwarz, a Chicago restaurant man, 
is accusing Midway’s officials of giy. 
ing him the runaround for political 
reasons. Through suit he hopes to 
prove Pirchner contract is not valid, 
forcing the Expo to turn the Show. 
boat over to him. 

What incited more fireworks jg 
rival restaurateur’s allegation that a 
brewing company executive violated 
state liquor laws by backing Cleve. 
lander to the tune of $10,000, in ex- 
change for 5% of gross receipts and 
exclusive beer franchise on_ boat. 
Also claims Pirchner slipped Expo 
$10,000 check with his bid for it. 

Charges were denied by Almon R. 
Shaffer, Midway’s director, who 
labeled the check merely a guar. 
antee deposit that would be refund.« 
ed, and not a bribe. J. A. Bohan. 
non, who represents Carling’s beer. 
is linked up with suit, although 
Shaffer further denies knowing 
identity of Showboat’s angels. Case 
is set for a hearing next month but, 
according to rumors, docket is so 
crowded that it may be postponed 
until fair is over. 

Gates of city’s centennial show on 
lakefront whirled on the 500,000th 
visitor last Friday (18) in its battle 
to hit a 5,000,000 attendance mark 
during the 10l-day run. Past week 
(3d) drew 120,149 despite unprece- 
dented heavy rainstorms. It’s been 
raining nearly every other day with- 
out keeping away national convention 
crowds. They’re saving the day. 
Best weather gag was pulled off by 

, Joe Venuti’s bandmen who showed 
| up at Billy Rose’s Aquacade on a 
| wet week-end wearing only bathing 
suits. 





Contests Helping 


School vacations and 5-cent rate 
for kids on Mondays are boosting 
what is usually a dull day, and a 
sunnier spell this week is raising 
daily average attendance to 25,000. 
Oddest of all the exploitation con- 
tests invented by Elwood T. Bailey 
is a gum-chewing marathon for 
youngsters with the champ gum- 
crackers copping cash or blimp-ride 
prizes. Other novel stunts range 
from having president of local W. T. 
C. U. review Town Hall’s production 
of ‘Drunkard’ to oldest and youngest 
fathers’ day contests. Eleanor Holm, 
co-starring at Aquacade with Johnny 
Weismuller, even is giving swim- 
ming lessons between shows. 

Bank nights, which magnetized a 
52,395 crowd on a rainy night in 
1936's first edition, are being revived 
Friday (25) as another box office 
hypo. First pot is $500. If not 
claimed, it will be raised to $750 for 
second, then to $1,000 for third. 
While bankos of certain sorts are 
okayed in Cleveland, neighborhood 
exhibitors offering the usual $100 
bank prizes are ironically kicking 
about the Expo’s unfair competition. 

Tony Sarg is adding ‘Mikado’ to 
repertory at his marionette theatre. 
A solar-boiler from Smithsonian In- 
stitute, utilizing the sun’s heat, has 
been added to the ‘Making of a Na- 
tion’ exhibit in the educational hall. 
Trailer city built on lakefront with 
modern conveniences is growing rap- 
idly, fifteen trailers rolling in each 
day. 





OUTDOOR TAKE UP 


Lincoln, June ZZ. 
Boom biz is tabbed so far for the 
|amusement park game here, accord- 
ling to gross take tallied by 
Capitol Beach. Run is about 60% 
ahead of the same period in 1936, al- 
though the pool take is down. 

Free gate is generally credited 
with the grand b.o. slam thus far, it 
being free for the first time in the 
park’s 34 years’ existence. 











To Co-op on Fair 

Col. A. Ralph Steinberg, the 
Broadway Association, has been 
named chairman of a committee lo 
co-ordinate the activities of the as- 
sociation with the schedule of the 
New York World’s Fair of 1939. 

Appointment was made by Dr. 
John A. Harriss, prez of the assoc!a- 
tion, at a meeting of the board of 
directors. Personnel of the commit- 
tee will be named soon. 
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NY's 1939 Fair Laying Off Advance | Pedestal Go 
Bally ‘Til After Texas and Cleve. 


+ ning a 





New York's World Fair plans to 
Jay off extensive billboard or ad- 
vance advertising campaign until 
the Texas and Cleveland fairs are 
out of the way. Figure that it would 
be silly to bally a show, no matter 


how large or important, for two 


years hence, 
a current exposition. 
understood that the fair does not 
rate the San Francisco show as par- 


alongside publicity of 
Unofficially 


ticularly competitive, except in the 
territory west of the Mississippi. 
Applicants for concessions (amuse- 
ment zone) have been asked to fill 
out detailed blanks, 
the first time that a big show has 
found out this far in advance the 
background 


info marking 


exact financial status, 


and experience of those seeking to 
operate shows, amusement exhibits 
and concessions. Officials want ap- 
plicants to qualify as to full respon- 
sibility because they believe they 
will be able to materially reduce the 
number of fiy-by-night show folks 
and thereby trim the number of 


those dropping out or standing little | | 


chance of clicking. 


One part of the questionnaire puts | 


the applying exhibitor directly on 
record as to the number of shows 
and successes in which he’s been. 
There are now more than 5,000 ap- 
plications on file, but no permits will 
be issued until bidders pre-qualify 
on reliability. 

Fair officials having corraled Ra- 
dio Corp. of America last week, now 
hope that Columbia Broadcasting 
Co., Mutual and other radio stations, 
networks and electrical and scientific 
companies shortly will fall in line. 
RCA bought a lot the same as any 
other exhibitor. American Telephone 
& Telegraph already has been sig- 
natured. Westinghouse Electric is 
coming in this week and will plug 


electrical transportation and _tele- 
vision. 

This assures the N. Y. Fair of three 
companies ballyhooing' television 


since RCA and National Broadcast- 
ing Co. will cover this phase and 
A. T. & T. will cover it because its 
prize pet, the co-axial cable, which 
is viewed as a pre-requisite to tele- 
vision in the U. S. 


When the publicity-promotion-ad- 
vertising department and_ several 
other divisions actually move to the 
World's Fair grounds site sometime 
in August, executives hope that de- 
cision will have been made on 
whether the Independent Subway is 
to build an extension. It is still be- 
fore the board of estimate for settle- 
ment, and unless passed, it is doubt- 
ful if the Long Island railroad will 
supply transportation to. the new 
World's Fair ground station as low 
as 10c. L. I. is planning on 14-min- 
ute service from the Pennsy termi- 
nal at low cost. Without either this 
or the Independent Subway, the fair 
association workers will have to use 


the BMT and IRT to reach their 
work, 


Salt Lake’s Sunday 


Salt Lake City, June 22. 


For the first time in a decade in 
Salt Lake, a circus did two-a-day on 
Sunday (21), but it was for sweet 
charity's sake. 

Al G. Barnes and Sells-Floto com- 
bined outfits, originally skedded for 
& one-day engagement Monday (22) 
Staged a preview show sponsored by 
the Salt Lake American Legion post. 

xpected opposition by Salt Lake 
Ministerial Association failed to 
materialize, so city commission 
sranted concession to legionnaires, 
who will use receipts for their wel- 
fare Projects. 

Big tents, however, did the biz. 











Calif. Lion Hunt 


Buffalo, June 22. 
oer. Roland Tiebor, who re- 
ned to Tonawanda this week after 
© years in Europe, where he just 
ta troupe of trained sea lions by 
we leaves for Santa Barbara, 
os to bring back new animals for 
ning. 
ees former lions, valued at 
’ each, were uninsure ‘ 
of exorbitant European — 








Betty and Benny Fox, who fin-| 
ished a week at Riverside Amuse- | 
ment Park Saturday (19), are plan- | 
new act. 


Indianapolis, June 22. . | 
| 





Benny claims to have filed on idea | 





pands to its full summer schedule Curing the Riverside engagement, 
| with three theatres, the outdoor. team appeared daily to dance blind- 
| Stadium, minstrel show, vaudeville.| fold on an 18-inch disc atep a 40-| 
|photoplays, zoo, exhibits, famous’ foot pole. 
| dance orchestras and opera. paeeeisiaiansnestneseiasasae ae 

Opera, in English, will get under 
| way July 1 with ‘Il Trovatore,’ unde 
|the direction of Jules Falk. Belle 


| Baker will open the vaudeville sea- 
}son on Sat., July 3, with Ina Ray 
| Hutton’s Melodears featured for the 
week. The Steel Pier minstrels wil] 
again be directed by Frank Elliott. 
who gets his first show under way 
June 26. 

The big stadium at the ocean end 
of the pier also opens Saturday when 
diving horses and girl riders. aeria)- 
ists and Willie West and McGinty. 
comedians, will do their stunts ove: 
the breakers. 

Among the orchs booked to alter-! 
nate with Alex Bartha and his band 
are Rudy Vallee, Guy Lombardo, Mal] 
Hallett, Shep Fields and Red Norvo. 


CONVENTION 
CLEANUP 


By BILL RICE 
Salt Lake City, June 22. 
This a real 


tion city. 


carnival and conven- 


, bands are playing night and day for 
this and that convention. Theatres 
:and hotels packed. Closed contracts 
with the Chamber of Commerce fo: 
| the Yellowstone Shows to play the 
miaway ou the streets during their 
“Covered Wagon Days Celebration” 
week of July 19. Fanchon & Marco 
sold them $7,500 program of free acts 
and I sold them the “Human Bullet, 
Shot from a Cannon” for $1,500. 
There will be a Rodeo, parades, etc.. 
gether in years for common good. for this the largest celebration in 
Since stock burlesque invaded Times | Utah. Show has been underwritten 
Square and the wheels folded, each | for $30,000. 
burlesque showman has been on his Russell Bros. Circus, one of the 
own, with even relatives being pitted | major truck shows, played here June 
against one another. 14-15 to slim returns. Al Fred 
One of Mayor LaGuardia’s dic- , Ledgett, equestrian director, has a 
tates to the burley ops, last week, | fast and snappy program. Outstand- 
was that one solitary infraction | ing acts; Bob Fisher’s 5 Fearless Fly- 
would mean instant revocation of ers, Irene Ledgett 4 elephant troupe. 
theatre license. Leland Family of Acrobats, Walter 
Operators, for the nrst time since Janiers and seal, Al Connors, wire 
all license renewals were refused act; Fred and Doodles De Morris, 
May 1, started to get together last , clown numbers. 
week. Up till ‘then they had lived Outstanding act of the show is 
in hopes that the furore would die Ethel Janier, a beautiful girl, billed 
down and they would be permitted as “Aeroletta,’) who does a remark- 
to reopen under the old strip-and- able single trap act as high as the 
grind policy. When it became obvi- top allows (no net) and _ finishes 
ous that the city administration and with a somersault to a web. The 
the church groups would not relax, | hottest circus band I’ve heard in 
the burley execs called the first of many a day under the direction of 
several meetings early last week. L. Claude Meyers. It is 
None of the showmen will talk of | that he is to marry Betty Willis in 
their plans, however, some of them the near future. Lester Farley 
denying that they had even gotten | Hutchison has the banners and had 
together. Commissioner Moss. 8 in this spot. Show said to be 
reached at his home Monday night $40,000 in the red. 
(21), also disclaimed knowledge of! (City plastered with paper for the 
burlesque’s self-purging. es hoe 








Burlesque 





(Continued from page 1) 





be assigned to see that the board's 
decisions are complied with. 

It marks the first time that the 
burley managers have gotten to- 


§ 1P S which calls for steel beam to be | 
tee 1er el extended from building top over | 
eerseon sidewalk. He and his sister will 
Atlantic City, June 21. dance on platform on end of this 

The Steel Pier next Saturday ex- beam. 


Been here a week and the | 


rumored | 
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Into Refurbished 





coming of Barnes Circus, combined 
|with Sells-Floto, June 20-21. First 
circus to ever show the city on Sun- 
day. Jake Neuman, GA, did it. Gard- 
ner Wilson handling the press and 
Clara Knecht radio. 

Art Gardner infos that Young car- 
nival attractions paid $8,500 for 
Utah State Fair shows, rides and 
concessions. (Young also gave $3,500 
for Covered Wagon Days at Ogden, 
Utah, week July 19. Show this year 
to be held in Canyon.) 

Noticed in McIntyre’s column that 
| Chinese laughed at the funnies and 
| Japanese did not. When I made the 
| Orient with the Water Circus in 1923 
| the Chinese hardly gave the clowns a 
|tumble, but the Japanese were a 
wonderful beliylaugh crowd and in- 
sisted on my clowns doing an en- 
core for every number. Something 
that I never saw in this or any other 
country, 


| 
| 


' Courtney Ryley Cooper supposed 


| to be head man for the Will Rogers 
| Rodeo in Colorado Springs next 
| September. Cooper handled the last 
|Rodeo held there about 1919, He 
| also promoted at one time the Elks 
|Circus at Denver and Kansas City, 
|Mo. Now working on picture in Hol- 
| ly wood. 

Craft Shows took an awful licking 
/at the last San Francisco bridge cele- 
| bration; even worse than at the ill 
|fated Shrine Circus that was a ter- 
|rible flop. Show opened = and 
| dropped admission from $1 to prac- 
|tically nil. They did not want an 
,;advance sale of tickets and figured 
ithat a great show would draw them 
,in. Net loss about $8,000. Denver 
| Shrine Circus also went floppo via 
| the no advance sale route. 


Talking about the phenomenal 
business of the Cole Bros Circus this 
season I asked a New Yorker how they 
|did at the Hippodrome. He said 
|“they came to town in Pullmans and 
| returned in day coaches.” 

Wally Barry came to town for rest 
last week, but attracted more atten- 
tion with his white outfit and beau- 
| tiful blonde lady than any of the 
| many parades, 

The Boys Scouts Exposition on the 
principal streets shown in 42 booths 
10-12 was an eye opener to every- 
it showed first-hand the 
| many types of activities they are en- 
gaged in that are little known to the 
|general public. They were all 

manned by the boys and in opera- 
tion until 9 P. M. Showmanship was 
j= and certainly sold the public the 
| great work they are doing. 


‘ 


} 
|} one, as 








It was reliably learned. however, 


where they can be presented to 
Mayor LaGuardia. He, in turn, is 


} 
} 


burleys’ ideas meet with his ap- 
proval. 
Seek New Name Tokyo, June 8. 
One stymie for the managers is | Ginjiro Fujiwara, president of the 


the choice of a new title. So far, 
it’s said, the tag ‘Follies’ leads, but 
there’s a probability here of legal 
difficulties with the Shuberts, who 
bought the title from Billie Burke 
(Mrs. Florenz Ziegfeld) 
been using it yearly over revues. 
In line with the new-found co- 
operation between the burley houses, 
and certainly lending credence to all 
reports of their organization, 


ed president of the 


who was made honorary prez. 
Coincident with the election of a 
permanent head, the committee made 


Minskys’ (H. K. and Morton) re- fected by the various committees, 
quest in the N. Y. Supreme Court! main grounds will be located on 
for an order to compel Commissioner Teykishima Island, which has a 
Oriental on Broadway. Minskys’ at-'4 portion of the show will be lo- 
torney, Nathaniel Phillips, asked for | cated in Yokohama, 18 miles away. 
an adjournment till next week, but, | Total area will cover approximately 
later, told Variety that the suit had | 759 acres. 


been entirely withdrawn. Largest building, among 27 to be 


Circus Routes 





city and in it will be located ex- 


the pix industry. Cinema houses 
Week of June 28 have been allotted 5,000 square 
meters, which 


Barnes-Sells Floto |commodate two or three modernly 


Grand Junction, Col., 28; Salida. 26; ; 
Pueblo, 30; Alamoso, June 1; Trinidad, | equipped theatres. ‘ 
Music halls and open-air amuse- 


2; Las Vegas, N. M., 3; Santa Fe, 4. { 
,ments are to occupy but 


Cole-Beatty-Maynard 
Toronto, Ont., 28; Brantford, 29; 
Kitehener, 30; London, July 1; Chatham, 
2; Windsor, 3; Detroit, Mich., 4. 
Ringling Breos.-Barnum & Bailey 
Albany, N. Y., 28; Schenectady, 29; 
Titiea, 30; Binghamton, July 1: Sye 
2; Rochester, 3. 


'or no importance will be placed on 
that medium. Although not defi- 
nitely decided, present indication is 
that various amusement halls will 
“ewes be scattered, rather than concen- 





that the organization of the burley | N Ni e Sc d 
wand e"edicrs tne’: Ng Niteries, Scattered Amusements 


Oji Paper Mill Co, and member of | 
the House of Peers, has been elect- | 
international | 
expo to be held here in 1940. He | 
succeeds Vice-Admiral Takuo Godo, | 
and have|Commerce and Industry Minister, | 


its first formal announcement, indi- | 
. was cating the scope of the big show. | 
the withdrawal Monday (21) of the | According to plans now being per-| 


erected, will be devoted to electri- | 


13,000 
| square meters, indicating that little | 


a Se For Jap Expo, but P lenty of Cinema 


{trated in a midway. Large number 
of restaurants are being included in 
the plans, but none of them will 
be permitted to serve amusement 
with meals. 

With the expo definitely on the 
way, business men here are begin- 
ning to take stock of available ac- 
commodations and amusements for 
foreign visitors. All agree that hotel 
space is entirely inadequate and that 
type of amusements are far from 
satisfactory. Whether the progres- 
| sive element will be able to prevail 
|upon the police to loosen up is a 
big questions. Biz interests are 
anxious to see a number of night 
spots along the lines of American 
and European night clubs, opened in 
the downtown district to take care 
|of visitors after expo closing hours 
‘and help scatter the coin brought 
in by tourists. Something of this 
sort has to be done, they claim, or 
| visitors will take a day or two at 


hibits devoted to the mechanics of|the big show and then move on to 


Shanghai. 
Police attitude has always been 





is expected to ac-| that night clubs and the like have 


| too 


| strong an appeal to students, 


keeping them away from their stu- 
dies. 

Exposish, which opens March 15 
and closes August 31, 1940, precedes 
ithe 12th Olympic Games by a 
month. Tourist authorities believe 
that the combo will draw somewhere 
in the neighborhood of 300,000 for- 





Three Nite Clubs and Two Theatres 


§. S. Leviathan 


As N. Y. World Fair ‘Floating Hotel 





Leviathan, once ‘the largest and 
finest ship afloat,’ but for the last 
three years rusting away at her pier 
at Hoboken, will be reconditioned 
and used as a floating hotel and 
nitery at the New York World’s Fair 
of 1939. 

Syndicate has taken a two-year 
lease on the liner for a reporied 
price of $500,000 and will anchor it 
in Flushing Bay just beyond the of- 


ficial limits of the Fair grounds. 
Understood plans call for sleeping 
accommodations for 2,900 in the 


hotel portions of the ship, with three 
niteries, a legit theatre and a film 
house also aboard. 
Expect the cost of reconditioning 
and interior alterations to bring the 
total nut to around $1,500,000. Work 
on the vessel will begin in October, 
Figure running expenses will be 
between $18,000 and $21,000 a week, 
and gross to average in the neigh- 
borhood of $30,000 a week. 

Parking Grounds 

Parking grounds, to accommodate 
those visiting the ship by motor, 
will be laid out on the shore im- 
mediately in front of the liner and 
three piers will be erected for ac- 
cess to the floating hotel itself. Ship 
is to be painted entirely in white 
and plans call for an elaborate light- 
ing display system at night. 

Figure on three niteries aboard. 
Smallest, with name entertainment 
and steep prices, will be for class 
trade. Larger ones will cater to 
average patronage. Largest spot of 
all will be in beer garden style, for 
family trade, Expect to house 
original and road companies of 
Broadway hits in the legit theatre 
on board, playing to regular New 
York prices. 

Film house notion is not definitely 
set. Syndicate is toying with the 
idea, but figures it should get pre- 
mieres of class productions from the 
major studios and charge first run 
New York prices. Whether it can 
or not is a poser, 

While the Leviathan will be towed 
to the Flushing Bay location by tugs 
and will not at any time move under 
her own power, idea is to use the 
ship’s engines and power house for 
all other electric current, water, etc. 
Government regulations, even if the 
ship will not move on her own 
steam, call for a skeleton crew of at 
least 14 men aboard at all times. 
According to syndicate reps, the 
ship’s power system will easily be 
capable of handling any contem- 
plated needs, even for the three 
niteries and the two _ prospective 
theatres. 

Site on Flushing Bay where the 
ship will be anchored is about two- 
and-a-quarter miles from deep 
water. Depth at that point is as 
shallow as 10 feet in some places, it 
is said, which will require extensive 
dredging. Contract for the lease 
calls for the syndicate to move the 
vessel out to navigable water when 
the term expires. 

There has been some talk of the 
government deepening a _ channel 
through Flushing Bay to enable ex- 
cursion passenger boats to land 
there, and work has already begun 
on several piers there. Reported, 
however, that plans of the Fair execs 
to persuade the War Department to 
okay a proposal to deepen the bay 
sufficiently to float ocean liners 
there has been nixed. 

Leviathan, built by the Germans 
in 1914, was called the Vaterland 
Originally. At that time it was the 
largest ship afloat, though not the 
fastest. It weighed 59,957 tons and 
carried about 2,600 passengers jn all 
classes. 


Cincy Opera Reopening 


Cincinnati, June 22. 

Sixteenth consecutive season of 
summer opera at the Zoo will open 
June 27 for six-week stretch with a 
performance of Verdi's ‘Aida.’ Other 
operas to be heard in the first week 
are “Tannhauser’ and ‘Rigoletto.’ 

Artists to appear, as announced 
by Oscar Hild, chairman of the Cin- 
cinnati Summer Opera Assn. in- 
clude Rose Tentone, Rosemarie 
Brancato, Rosa Di Giulio, Armand 
Tokatyan, John Gurnay, Norman 
Cordon, Rolf Gerard, Stefan Koza- 





eign visitors. 


kevitch, Dmitro Onofrei and Joseph 
Royer. 
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News From 





Variety takes no credit for 





East 


| 





Socialite Lawrence Sprague told 
the supreme court that the beating 
his wife complained of in her suit 
for separation was just a couple of 
corrective slaps when she got drunk 
and threw a lamp at him. She denied 
the tossing. Gets $15 a week pend- 
ing trial. She is the former Mary 
Clark, of ‘Vanities.’ 

Fortune Gallo to go into his own 
weather bureau business at Jones 
Beach. To get frequent reports so as 
to be able to warn audiences of ap- 
proaching rain. 

License Commissioner Paul Moss 
told the Young Republicans’ Club at 
a luncheon last. week that he closed 
down on burley shows to protect the 
egitimate drama. 

Amateur 16 mm. pictures of an in- 
cubator baby were: made by a physi- 
cian: in a Columbia (S.C.) hospital 
to show the mother, who was too 
ill to be taken to the child. 

Lily Pons presented the medals 
and other awards of the Music Edu- 
cation League at Carnegie Hall last 
Thursday (17). 

Sig Spaeth named dean 
Wurlitzer school of music. 

Kay Parsons to change her Show- 
boat program every four weeks. 

Negro porter of the Franklin the- 
atre, Bronx, arrested Thursday 
charged with having beaten a nine- 
year-old white girl. Police an- 
nounced his confession. 

Evelyn Nesbit back on B’way at 
the Wive? club. 


of the 


Only Lionel Barrymore got more | 


vention. He got two. 

Morris Nadelman suing West- 
chester County for $765, value of an 
auto, which he claims to have won 
at Rye Beach. His name was called, 
but when his wife stepped forward 


a cop stopped her and she lost the | be objected to by women and chil- 


dren. One spokesman explained that 


chance. 

Michael Michaelesko to be star 
and director of the McKinley Square 
(Yiddish) next season. 


Percy Grainger one of the guests | 
at the Governors Island Tercenten- | 


ary. He was stationed there during 
the war in charge of the music. 
Adela Rogers St. John and others 
involved in the jam in front of Bill's 
Gay Nineties nitery sprung in York- 


ville court Friday when charges 
were withdrawn. 

Mrs. Ethel Butterworth. wife of 
the film comedian, upheld by the 


appellate division of N. Y. supreme 
court in her judgment for $13,600 
against the Home Insurance Co. 
Claim the outgrowth of a holdup in 
her Beverly Hills home on theft in- 
surance policy. 

William A. Brady was 74 last Sat- 
urday. No celebration. 

Dog racing’ track 


at Mineola 


opened last Friday to a crowd of, 


10,000. No action taken, but an- 
nounced the betting will be watched. 

N. Y. Public Library displaying 
old time music. One display is a 


West Point song book with a gs ing company holds him responsible. 


ispiece drawn by Whistler when he 
was a cadet there. 
through July 25. 

Chinese censors release ‘March of 
Time’ after it has been clipped to 
suit Great Britain, France and 
Japan. 


Abbey Players (Irish) reported to | 


be in treaty with the Shuberts for 
another American tour this fall. 

Theatre Guild has bought ‘The 
Lunatic from Boston’ from Norman 
M*tson. 

Columbia University to add a 
corse in film appreciation in the 
fall. To make a weekly study of 
new and old films. 

Mischa Ross. who pleaded guilty 
to second degree murder in the kill- 
ins of Nania Lebova in a rehearsal 
strdio April 18, given 35 years to 


life. 
Berkshire playhouse, Stockbridge. 
Mass., putting in an orchestra pit. 


Will do a musical bv Sacha Guitry 
and Oscar Straus as its first. 

Edna St. Vincent Millay got an 
horovarvy desree from Colbv College, 
Waterville, Maine, last week. 





Coast 





W.C. Fields was ordered by court 
edict in Riverside, Calif., to pay Dr. 
Jesse Citron $12,000 claimed as 
physician’s fee. Fields’ counter suit 


for $25,000 was dismissed. Comedian 


indicated he would appeal. 

Will of Jean Harlow was filed in 
Los Angeles Superior court leaving 
entice estate, valued at ‘in excess 


ot $10,000.’ to her mother, Mrs. Jean | 


Harlow Bello. 


ye0orge E. Stone, film actor, is de- 


fendant in a separate maintenance 
action filed by Mrs. Ida Fleet Stone. 
They were married last March 25. 

Suit brought against Greta Garbo 
by David Schratter, former Berlin 
film producer, for $10,500 asserted 
due on a series of loans, was settled 
out of court. 

Curtailment of Federal Theatre 
Project activities brought orders 
from Washington for closing of the 


| Mason, 
| Beaux Arts, June 27. 


Foreman 
filming of 
Universal. 


divorced 
John E. Biby was appointed receiver 
of 
community 

Will of Monroe Owsley, who died | 
June 7, 
exce 
to his 
married 
three 


L. A., June 20, and the 
Buck Jones, Alex Cross and Tom 
were injured during the 


‘Law for Tombstone’ for 


On plea of Angela Raisch Bennett, 
wife of Richard Bennett, 


California holdings claimed as 
property of the couple. 
leaves an estate valued in 
widow though he never was 
Will was dated less than 
weeks before his death. 


E. K. Nadel won an order from 


L. A. Superior court directing Conn 
Studios, 
Barrie 
should 
the 


and Elaine 
why they 


Duane 
to show 
not 
title ‘How 


Esper 
cause 


to Undress 





Newsreels 








reel editors 
treme care in not offending this au- 
dience, 


newsreel, 
within 
| did 
we would have used it if we had.’ 


scenes 
than one vote in a popularity poll view at theatres. 
at a N. Y. State Projectionists’ con- | ‘ 
| newsreel, was out of town but semi- 


| Official opinion 


| gruesome material. 


| wrecks, 


Will continue | 


ing 


(Continued from page 2) 


must necessarily use ex- 





or another. 
editor of Universal 


one way 
Charles Ford, 
said, 
keeping and decency. We 
not have the Chicago riots but 


Ford pointed out that no dele- 
tions were made of the steel strike 
at Monroe, Mich. now on 


Frederick Ullman, editor of Pathe 


expressed was that 
any reel had the right to edit out 
Also that it was 
within the province of newsreel edi- 


tors to eliminate material that might | 


while part of the audience might not 


| object to seeing three cops beat a 
striker, 
sive to others in the same audience. 
| Pathe also had the Monroe trouble. 


it might be extremely offen- 


Editor of Fox Movietone, Truman 
Talley, also was absent from the city 


and no comment was forthcoming. 
Understood that this newsreel has 
| no preconceived ideas on how to 


treat different material but that each 
subject is handled as presented. All 
strikes are covered. 

Other Newsreel Tabus 


With airplane’ disasters, train 
slayings, executions and 
similar events, newsreel editors re- 
move whatever they consider ob- 
jectionable. Newsreel executives al- 
ways have had the authority to trim 
or eliminate as a newspaper editor, 
it being left to his judgment on what 
should be used, since the distribut- 


This naturally results in deletions 


on pictorial stories about the killing | 


of 10 men, of fatal plane crackups 
where 14 are badly mangled in los- 
their lives, of executions or 
wholesale slaughter. They figure it 
looks materially worse when viewed 
on a large screen than in black and 
white type or comparatively small 
or inoffensive photographic 
duction in the public press. 

All the newsreels had been cover- 
ing the Chicago strike but only 


| Paramount was on hand to grab the 
Other | 


biggest event of the trouble. 
cameramen were not on the ground, 
according to latest reports. Par is 
understood to have obtained more 
than 700 feet of film with the chance 
that possibly 200 to 300 feet, running 


two to four minutes on the screen. | 


might have been made up for re- 
lease. 

Instances where editors of news- 
reels have trimmed or eliminated 
scenes are recalled. Execution 


train wreck victims and fallen sol- 
diers al! have been cut out or re- 
duced to a minimum, 


Official U. S. Review 
Washington, June 22. 

Suppressed Paramount reel show- 
ing Memorial Day rioting related to 
the steel strike at Chicago will get 
public screening with a congressional 

group as exhibitor pro tem. 
With congress getting film-minded 
all of a sudden, Senate Civil Liber- 


| ties Committee last week impounded 


the Par flickers after a private show- 
ing for a hand-picked group of solons 


and federal officials had brought ex- 


pressions of praise for the lensers 


,and denunciation for South Chicago 


cops. Film will be among the most 
important evidence considered by 
the committee next month when in- 


=| 


the Dailies | 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


| night. 
ss of $10,000, including a bequest | 


be enjoined from using | 
Before | 
| Your Husband’ in a picture short. 


‘We use everything | 


repro- 


by | 
firing squad in Cuba, airplane and! 
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POP PRICED FIGHTS 
START AT GARDEN 


By JACK PULASKI 


Madison Square Garden started a 
new policy in its boxing division by 


opening a summer indoor season, 


with a top price of $2.30, cards be- | 


ing scheduled for Thursday 
actually 
Federal and 
Whether the 


will prove protitable de- 


every 
Ringside is 
bucks, with the 10° 
5% state tax added. 
new rate 


pends on the calibre of the fights 


and effectiveness of a cooling system 
had a fixed 
the prices for 


Previously the Garden 
$5.75 top, but upped 


| title and name events. 


Garden corporation has the hole 
in the ground called the Bowl in 
Long Island City and there billea 


the so-called phantom fight between 
Jim Braddock and Max Schmeling 
| up to the night the affair was dated. 
| Signs at the forlorn outdoor arena 
now plug the indoor events at the 
Garden. Understood the bowl may 


be used once or twice during the 
summer, or may remain idle until 
fall when the winner of the Brad- 
dock-Joe Louis fight may be 


matched, possibly with Schmeling. 
Working press seats at the Garden 
Thursday (17) for the first pop show 
were unoccupied, all the first-string 
fight writers being in Chicago for 
the Braddock-Louis show, which 
| scrambled the boxing situation in 
New York. House was fairly well 


be average, it might be well to close 
the top shelf and spot the 40 centers 
in the end arena sections which 
were virtually bare. 

Good percentage of fans were evi- 
dently those who attend the smaller 
fight shows for they were quite ex- 
cited over the bouts, participated in 

| by little men. That type of contest 
finds the lads beiting away at each 
other continuously, but nothing ever 


really happens and nobody goes 
horizontal. Matchmaker, however, 
thought well enough of the con- 


testants to rematch two sets for the 
show next week. 

Main event was a second meeting 
between Bobby Pacho, a Mexican 
from the Coast, and Salvy Saban of 
New York, who has the monicker of 
‘Baby’ also. 
his dome early in the match and the 
butting was so noticeable that the 
crowd started calling attention to 
the fouls, and the kid was warned to 
cease. Boys battled it out to the 
draw at a smaller club, recently, but 
Pacho was clearly the best fighter 
| this time. 
| The scrap was 
affair throughout with the referee 
| breaking the men _ occasionally. 
| Pacho received a cut over the left 
|eye and both of Saban’s peepers 
|; were damaged. Coast boy won at 
| least eight of the 10 rounds. In the 
semi-final, George Zengaras and Al 
| Casimini, two local boys, fought it 
out for eight rounds, former coming 
) Out on top without much question. 
| Emilio Magana, another Coast prod- 
|uct, was another winner, topping 
Julio Gonzales of Porte Rico. 
| Next card Thursday (24) Mike 
| Belloise, regarded as the feather 
| champ in New York, will go against 
| Jimmy McLeod in the main event. 


a head to head 





quiry is launched into alleged bru- 
tality against steel strikers. 
Amateur films, as well as profes- 
sional product, are figuring largely 
in congressional consideration of the 
strike problem. 
group and the Post Office Committee 
have viewed the shots of non-profes- 
sionals and called on all commercial 
producers to provide any scenes 
| Which may help in determining fed- 


eral policies and fixing blame for law | 


violations. The P. O. crowd, study- 
ing charges of discrimination by pos- 


last week so deliberations could be 
guided by visual as well as oral evi- 
dence. 

With Par withholding its sensa- 
tional footage for fear of encourag- 
ing lawlessness, the senators who 
have eyed the reel were deeply im- 
pressed. Chairman 
lette and Senator Thomas of Utah 
both took the view that if the Par 
grinders caught a complete account 
of the Memorial Day skull-smash- 
ing, the strikers were well-behaved 
and the cops were guilty of unjusti- 
| fied brutality. 

On rare occasions in the past, ama- 
teur and commercial films have been 
| Shown for education of lawmakers 
jand io provide background about 
|; particular matters. Never before, 
however, have pictures figured as 
prominently in congressional delib- 
| erations. 


two 


attended but, if the attendance is to | 


The babe started using | 


The Civil Liberties | 


tal authorities, set up two projectors | 


Robert LaFol- | 








WILLIAM P. CONNERY 
William P. Connery, Jr., 58, Demo- 


cratic Representative from Massa- 
|chusetts and former’ vaudeville 
| hoofer, died suddenly in Washington, 
} June 15. 

Stricken with acute food poison- 


wite, the former Marie Manseau, 
| who formed with him the vaudeville 
team known as Connery and Le- 
gault, could reach Washington, 


He was born at Lynn, Mass., and 
received his education in Massa- 
chusetts and Montreal, Canada. His 


stage experience included several 
seasons with George M. Cohan and 
'a long career as an actor-manager. 
The only former variety artist in 
Congress, Rep. Connery often eniter- 
tained his colleagues with a tap- 
dance and other long-remembercd 
turns out of his stage repertory. He 
was active in labor legislation and 
was an ardent campaigner for an 
investigation of the radio trust. 
During the World War, Connery 
served 19 months in France as a 
private in Company A., 101lst Regi- 
ment, U. S. Infantry. He partici- 
| pated in all major operations, en- 
| gagements and battles of the 26th 
Division of his regiment and was 
promoted to regimental color ser- 
geant for meritorious service toward 
the end of the war. 





Funeral services were held in 
Lynn, Mass. 
PAUL BURGER 
Paul Burger, 46, former 20th-Fox 
writer, died in Los Angeles, June 16, 


after a long jllness. 

Burger had been in the picture 
business many years, starting as a 
salesman with Metro. After 10 years 
with Metro he joined United Artists 
as a sales promotion executive, and 
later was with 20th-Fox as a writer. 

He was a nephew of Joseph M. 
and Nicholas M. Schenck. Others sur- 
viving are the widow, Mrs. Rose 
Burger: a son, Arthur. and daughter, 
| Hope; parents, Mr. and Mrs. Timothy 
| Burger, and a sister, Sally Burger. 


HARRY NORRIS 
Harry Norris, 62, variety agent, 
died in Boscombe, Hampshire (Eng- 
land) June 5, after lengthy illness. 


he went into partnership with Her- 
bert Clayton, and later 
Simons. He was also associated in 
producing shows with Leslie Hen- 
son, Reginald Highley and Tom 
Walls, in addition to producing nu- 
merous revues and two Scottish 
pantomimes. 

Survived by widow, son and two 
daughters. 





W. D. BROOKOVER 


amusement park executive, died 


| illness. 


been manager of the ‘Bluebeards 
| Castle,” a concession on the midway 
at Meyers Lake park, Canton. 

A daughter is the only survivor. 


WARREN H. ADAMS 

| Warren H. Adams, 34, died re- 
| cently at the Putnam Memorial Hos- 
| pital, Bennington, Vt., from burns 
sustained the previous day in a fire 
breaking out in the projection room 
| of a Bennington theatre. 





His home was in Manchester 
Depot, Vt. 
| W. H. THOMPSON 
| Former Senator (U. S.) W. H. 


| Thompson, 83, died in Lincoln, Neb., 
last week. 

He was the owner of the Empress, 
Grand Island, Neb. Spot is now 
leased by William F. Youngclaus. 





| MELVILLE STONE FLINN 
Melville Stone Flinn, 56, of High- 
| land Park, Ill., died in Bermuda 
June 16. His body was brought back 
to his home. 
He was a brother of John C, Flinn, 
of VARIETY. 





AL BOASBERG 
Al Boasberg, 45, picture and radio 


gag writer, died in Beverly Hiils, 
June 17, after being stricken sud- 


denly with a heart attack. 

Detailed story in the film dept. 

SIR JAMES M. BARRIE 

Sir James M. Barrie, 77, died in a 
London nursing home, June 19, of 
broncho pneumonia complicated by 
a weak heart. 

Details appear in the Legit section. 





FRANK HECTOR 
Frank Hector, for years under- 
study of George Grossmith, 


OBITUARIES 


, popular as 
| died in a London hospital June 


ing, Rep. Connery died before his | 


| J. Ames; 


}and circulation 


Elkan | 


W. D. Brookover, 67, eastern Ohio 


June 11 in Canton, O., after a brief. 


For the past seven years he has 


lin Pittsburgh, June 18. 


|of ‘Lone Ranger’ 


| Father is a dance band leader 


; June 15, in San Francisco. 


and , 


<== 


a provincial comedian, 


13, 
He was aged 64. , 
HARRIET 8S. MEYERS 
Harriet S. Meyers, 48, died of a 


heart ailment in Kansas City June 
20. She played vaude with her hus- 
band Sidney Meyers, who Survives 
twenty-eight years. Team : 
known as Meyers and Nolan. 


Patrick O'Neill, 67, 


Was 


father of the 
O'Neill Sisters in San Francisco 
died suddenly in his home jin that 
city June 17. In addition to his 


daughters, Peggy and Helen, opera. 
tors of the O'Neill Sisters’ dance 
studio, he is survived by a son, Tim 
O'Neill. Peggy O'Neill produces the 
stage and floor shows for the Golden 
Gate Theatre and the Bal Tabarin. 

Father of Irving Mack, head of 
Filmack Trailer Co., Chicago, died 
in Chicago on June 14, 





N. Y. American 











(Continued from page 66) 
Coblentz, editor and resident V.-p.; 
John R. Hearst, treasurer; T. E. J, 
Crowley, resident asst. treasurer; 
W. E. Miller, sec.; Jerome K. Karpf, 
managing editor; William H. Ryan, 


| city editor; Ed Frayne, sports editor; 
| T. V. Raneck, Sunday editor; William 


S. Lunn, general and circulation 
manager; J. A. Grant, business man- 
ager; Walter A. Young, advertising 
director and asst. publisher: J. A, 
Finneran, classified; W. E. Kernahan, 
classified display. 

N. Y. Journal statistics: Circula- 
tion, 600,000; president, John R., 
Hearst (who is also treasurer of the 
American); v.-p. and_ publisher, 
Arthur G. Newmeyer: secretary, 
W. R. Peters; asst. publisher, George 
editor, Bill Curley; city 
editor, Amster Spiro; sports editor, 
WwW. C. (Bill) Farnsworth; general 
manager, both on 
the Journal and the American, 
Malcolm S. Lumn, the only other 
inter-paper official; E. M. Alexander, 
advertising manager; Thor M. Smith, 


circulation, 
Starting on his own 30 years ago, | 





MARRIAGES 


Rosalind Jaffe to Henry C. Rogers, 
in Los Angeles, June 15. Bride is 
niece of B. P. Schulberg. Groom is 
a publicist. 

Jeanette~MacDonald to Gene Ray- 


'mond at Los Angeles, June 16. 


Marie Morineau of Columbia’s 
process department, to Duncan Case 
sell, assistant to B. B. Kahane, at 
same studio, at Los Angeles, June 20, 

Lina Basquette, screen player, and 
Henry Mollison, British actor, in 
London last March. Marriage was 
announced in Hollywood June 18, 


Bride has been previously wed 
thrice, 
Joan Cavell to James F. Edwards, 


Bride was 
vocalist for Dick Stabile’s band at 
William Penn hotel in Pittsburgh 
for a few weeks. Groom is a: Pitts- 
burgh mattress manufacturer. 

Ellen Van Every to Edward Loeb 
June 18, at San Bernardino, Cal. 
Groom is attorney with many pic- 


_ ture clients. 


Katherine Hart Selden to Arthur 
Thomson in Miami Beach, Fla., June 
17. Groom is Variery correspondent 
in Miami Beach. 

Elizabeth Moore to Laurie Vejar, 
assistant cutter at Metro, June 21, in 
Los Angeles. 

Monica Bannister, film actress, t9 
Eddie Cherkose, June 21, in Los Aa- 
geles. Groom is a screen writer 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Byron Stevens, sn. 
in Hollywood June 15. Mother tor 
merly was Cary] Lincoln, film act 
ress. : 

Mr. and Mrs, Fran Striker, son, 1 
Detroit, June 12, Father is author 
dramas at WXYZ, 





Detroit. 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Schmidt, 

in Hollywood, June 18, Father 

cutter at Paramount. 
Mr. and Mrs. Julian 


son, 
is a 


F. Haas, 50, 


| June 17, at Little Rock, Ark. Father 


is VaRiery correspondent in Little 
Rock. 
Mr. 


daughter, 


Charles Pallos, 
in Pittsburgh. 
and 


and Mrs. 
June 17, 


composer. 
Mr. and Mrs. 


Kalash, 30" 
Father 15 


xf the Beaux Aris 


Carl 


violinist-divector 
Trio with NBC, 
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— 
Schenck, Zanuck 


(Continued from page 5) 














nd, pointed to it as an example 
er y eokevtle flourished when 
it did through intelligent routining, 
so that from the opening act, into the 


deuce, through the sketch and next- | 


-closing act, the average vaude 
res pitched and pyramided to 
proper audience values. 

Using this as a springboard, 
Schenck deprecates the bad spotting 
of dual films by exhibitors, each un- 
related to the other, and rounded out 
py trivial shorts, so that instead of 
whetting audience appetites for pic- 
tures, it’s doing the reverse. They 


(the exhibs), he feels, are killing off | 


b.o. interest through a bad No. 2 film 
—but spotted first. 

This theory also applies to the im- 
proper blending of film themes. Ad- 


Adele Says— 


London, June 10. 
Editor, Variety: 


Sorry, but I don’t much care fer 
an e:ror in a recent story which 
concerned me. 

If you could freshen up the mem- 
ory of whoever wrote it, please cor- 
rect the statement that I have been 
off the stage ‘seven years.’ I was 
married in May, 1932, and withdrew 
from the theatre the preceding 
March. Five years’ retirement. 





Where do you get that ‘seven’ busi- 


ness? 

In doing my prospective film over 
here I promise not to dance and 
embarrass anyone, 


Adele Astaire. 





mittedly, the average double bill) 


hasn't the scope for variety which 
was possible with the old-time 
vaudeville layout, but that gives an 
idea, Schenck contends. 


Zanuck Can't See It 


On the question of color Zanuck 
js particularly opposed to the 
thought that ‘color is inevitable in 
the entire motion picture industry.’ 
That’s been the catchphrase of late, 
around here. 

Schenck points out that if color 
comes in, whatever novelty it pos- 
sesses now would be dissipated and 
everything would be back on the 
same footing as with the present 
black-and-whites—it would resolve 


the story’s the thing. In short, a 
picture, good or bad, depends on its 
context rather than embellishment 
with color. 
However color, 
used, can be made a help, Schenck 
says, citing ‘Ramona.’ It 
particularly good 20th-Fox film, ad- 
mittedly, and didn’t register big in 
first-runs, But ‘Ramona’ did get sur- 


’ prisingly good b.o. attention in the 


subsequents, to the degree that it'll 
be a winner and proving to the 
_ studio that this was one way color 
can be exploited for b.o. values. 
Once in a while, therefore, it’s a nov- 
elty and can be well sold thus. But 
not more than one or two a year, 
per company. 
On the other hand,’ ‘A Star Is 
Born,’ whether in color or black- 
_ and-white, is a click because of its 
story values and production merit, 
’ he feels, 
Exhibs and Radie 


Shifting over to the exhibs’ excite- 
ment over radio, Schenck and Za- 
nuck are strong for the radio plug, 
if wisely tied in with new releases. 
But not to be overdone. Schenck 
cites one particularly irate Seattle 
exhibitor who raised a lot of fuss 
with the studio because of 20th’s in- 

ve cooperation with Louella 
Parsons’ ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ and the 
generally consistent manner in which 
20th pix tie-in with radio. Schenck 
_ made a check on this exhib’s grosses 
_ When playing such 20th-Fox films as 
2 got heavy radio plugging, and found 
% a did his top business with 


Obviously, musicals lend them- 
Selves best to radio bally. Schenck 
and Zanuck recognize this and it’s 
for this reason that Zanuck is hot on 
the idea of making one musical a 
month. Radio bally via songs alone 
interprets itself into strong b.o. 

On the other hand, Schenck has a 
pathematically prepared chart in 
€ top drawer of his desk which, 
ta glance, tells him how much net 


ontracts in an endeavor to aim for a. 
ae or better yield. 
Whether $200,000, $300,000, a half 
44on or more, from pictures and, 
- Schenck can talk turkey to the | 
oh ght Stars and show ’em the 
acy of trying to make it all at 
nce, 

Income Tax 


| Schenck, in this respect, opposes 
- as a b.o. destroyer for picture 
ae if undertaken on a steady 
ai one on occasion it’s a good 
1 ik ypo, he believes, especially as | 
. ©o for new releases. Over- | 
e, _ future value of the star. | 
on screen or over air, is. 
= hazarded by the weekly 
Mty or lack of it, on his or her 
10 programs. 
rs blames the agents for hypoing 
Ne this respect. If Schenck 
S180 ince a player that an ex- 
aan so for an ‘outside’ picture | 
aa eal may mean only a rela- 
Trivial net yield, because of in- | 


m 
D © tax, the agent of course can 
y See that 


this coin means a 
Simi. emission. 
= *rly on radio deals. The ad- | 


itself down to the proposition that! 


if conservatively | 


wasn't a! 


Lf 
' 


star realizes from a $250,000 an- | ‘ 
val income, and how much if the |‘ncre S22 


me player goes wild and takes on. 


flock of outside films and radio | 


thought. 


| And the other is that it does not help 


| quite 


| Country’ 


| (UA), ‘Beloved Enemy’ 


Reade’s Jersey Legit 
Deal, N. J., June 11. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


This is in answer to Walter 
Reade’s scoffing at the criticism by 
the New York producers for his se- 
lection of Convention Hall in As- 
bury Park to house the scheduled 
season of dramatic productions 
starting the end of June. 

Mr. Reade has stated that he in- 
tends to build a complete acous- 
tical treatment—which is simply 
a fancy name for the installation of 
| microphones and loud speakers. And 
| while he intends to erect a false 
| proscenium and build partitions on 
the north and south sides of the 
hall, he fails to mention whether 
he intends to use those uncomfort- 
able camp chairs which are always 
used for seats, nor does he commit 


ramp for the seats. 

The logical thing to do would be 
to have the barn-like Convention 
| Hall wired for sound, 
| pictures there. Surely, Mr. Reade, 
|if he wanted to, could re-arrange 
{his film bookings for the summer 
|/season, so that the Paramount 
| would be available for legitimate 
| shows. 

However, the one thing most 
difficult to understand is just why 
'Mr. Reade should want to go to all 
this unnecessary expense in con- 


| verting the Convention Hall into a | 


| makeshift theatre—which when con- 
| verted will still be a hall—when he 
| has three excellently equipped the- 
atres under his control, in which to 
| place these legitimate shows so as 
to show them under the best ad- 
| vantage. Of course, we know that 
Reade has a contract for Convention 
| Hall, and therefore must use it for 
|something. But I had hoped that 
/he would never use it for the one 
|thing it was never intended for, 
viz: stage productions, and thus 
avoid injuring the legitimate the- 
atre, which certainly needs all the 
help it can get. 
Lester Sweyd. 


° 
Miller’s Stand-In 
Editor, VARIETY: 
| In the chatter column this week is 
'a line to the effect that Gilbert Mil- 
ler stopped off in Ann Arbor to 0.0. 
‘Tovarich’ there on his way to the 








vertising agency cares nought about 
the future b.o. value of the star— 
it is payfng handsomely for the star's 
immediate boxoffice worth. And, of 
course, the same thought applies if 
intermediary agent — 
whether radio or pix. A 10%er al- 
ways thinks the same way. 

Apropos of this premise anent not 
working for Uncle Sam, which is a 
common squawk among the higher- 
bracketed players and executives in 
Hollywood, there aré two trends of 
One is, why not work for 
Uncle Sam, even if the net is lesser, 
since it keeps the artist to the fore? 


himself regarding the building of a | 


and _ show | 
sometimes 





Coast. A _ neat trick, 


been there since the first of May. 
Bernard Simon. 





Arbor festival group mentioned 
Miller as stopping off there to see 
the play. It was Harry Fleischman, 
Miller’s general manager, who went 
out there. Just goes to show that 
press releases shouldn’t even be 
looked at. Copy-readers please note. 





Radio’s Sameness 


| Minneapolis, June 17. 
| Editor, VARIETY: 
| Several issues back, on the front 
| page, it was lamented that there were 
| no new faces or new ideas in radio. 
| But you did not tell half the story. 
| Not only were there not many new 
| programs or new faces, but the old 
| standbys became stagnant and 
| standardized. 
| The most outstanding examples of 
this are the comedians. Not one of 
| the carry-overs from 1935-36, except 
| Eddie 


Cantor, have made any im- 
|}provements on their previous pro- 
|grams. And the only thing Cantor 


|did was to add Deanna Durbin, but 
| that was enough. Few of the newer 
comedians made any definite con- 
tributions to radio. 

Not only are the comedians stag- 
|}nant but all their programs are pat- 
| terned after the same fashion, Each 
has (1) a comedian, (2) a straight 
|man, (3) one or more stooges who 
| cannot talk English, (4) a_ well- 
| known singer, usually someone who 
‘has already made a name in the 
films, (5) a well known announcer, 
| sometimes also acting as the straight 
man, and (6) a top ranking orches- 
tra leader, who makes dumb re- 
marks. For a variation the singer 
does the silly talking. 
Check every setup of the top ranking 
comedians and see if their programs 
do not conform with the above set- 
up. 

But imitation is not 
comedians. One big motor maker 
decides to have a symphony or- 
chestra on his program. Immediately 
the master minds of a rival auto 
maker get together and decide that 
they too must have a symphony pro- 
gram. What is good enough for one 
magnate must be swell for another. 
The imitator gets time on a rival net- 
work same day, but for hour earlier. 
Later they decide to have their pro- 
gram an hour after the original. 
Lately they switched back to the 
earlier time. To top it off they sign a 
long list of guest artists, many of 
whom have been signed by the first 
motor company. Both programs 
have long-winded speakers who give 
facts and fiction that are boring, 
uninteresting and well known. Darn 
clever these advertising men. They 
draw big salaries and copy the ri- 
val’s program. 

But imitation is not limited to 
comedians and motor magnates. Sev- 
eral years ago a well known leader 
decided to add a glee club to his 
orchestra. Now almost every musi- 
cal program has a glee club or 
chorus. 

Also as soon as one person con- 
ceives something new, before long 
the same program appears’ with 
slight variations, as witness the man 
on the street, community sings, ama- 
teur programs, etc. Sometimes a 
program is ruined by commercial- 
ism, The best example of this were 
the Community Sings. 

Another big drawback to radio is 
that advertising agencies will not 
listen to ideas other than those sub- 
mitted by their own help. I can 
see their side, but I think some sort 
of a system could be worked out 
whereby the listeners could submit 
ideas to the agencies and sponsors. 
There are a lot of people who have 
ideas but have no way of capi- 


limited to 





to perpetuate public interest in an/| 
artist. and is likely to knock him or | 
her off in pop favor through an over- | 
dosage of public appearance. 


N. Z. Film Biz OK 
New Zealand, May 28, 


Wellington, Auckland,  Christ- 
church and Dunedin managers are 
satisfied with trade coming 
their way this winter. Dominion 
lineup includes, ‘Dimples’ (Fox), 
‘Michael Strogoff’ (RKO), ‘Tarzan | 
Escapes’ (M-G), ‘It Isn't Done’ | 
(local), ‘Rose Marie’ (M-G), ‘God's 
(WB), ‘Smart Blonde’ 
(WB), ‘Wedding Present’ (Par), ‘Girl 
in Million’ (Fox), ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ (M-G), ‘Fire Over England’ 
(UA), and 





‘His Lordship’ +G-B). 


talizing on them. 

As for instance, if the Columbia 
network wants to put on something 
to rival the NBC's Saturday after- 
noon Metropolitan Opera, the CBS 
could broadcast scenes from. the 
Broadway productions. It would 
give the listeners that cannot come 
to New York a chance to hear these 
plays and it would create more in- 
terest in stage shows. I doubt very 
much if CBS would have any dif- 


ficulty finding a sponsor for these 
programs. 
Also, why didn't some gasoline 


company or some independent auto- 
mobile manufacturer have a program 
designed for the millions of car- 
radio owners, Someone passed up a 
gold mine there. 

These are just a few ideas. No 


considering ;are many other 
that Mr. Miller is in London and has 


Two press releases from the Ann 


WHAT THEY THINK 


ideas 
not listen to outsiders. 


haps we will have 
are different from one another. 


Harry Rapaport. 


Add: Film <¢ c:....°ntators 
New York, June 18. 
Editor, VARIETY: 





The claims and counter-claims of | 
| several gentlemen in Hollywood that 
| they were the pioneers of movie 
must | 


commentator radio programs 
be amusing to a number of film 
stars who were my guests on WIP, 


and 1925. With all due respect to 
Tamar Lane and even Mr. Brown 


peruse these figures and facts. 


‘Emo’s ‘Movie Broadcast’ was in- 
augurated us a regular Tuesday 
night feature on WIP, Sept. 23, 


1924. On Saturday night, Jan. 24, 
1925, I conducted the first movie 


the following participated: Ben 


Lyon, the late Milton Sills, Doris 
Kenyon, Hobart Bosworth, Viola 
Dana, the late John Bowers, Mar- 


kaill, the late Brockwell, 
Myrtle Stedman, etc. 
then with First National, with Lam- 
bert Hillyer, Earl Hudson headed 
the contingent. On individve! bread- 
casts I presented the late Rudolph 
Valentino, Richard Barthelmess, 
Doug Fairbanks, Jr.; the late Ernest 
Torrence, Lupe Velez, Gilda Gray, 
Flora Finch, Kane Ricmond, Ben 
Turpin, Josef Swickard, Adolphe 
Menjou, the late Marie Prevost, 
Marian Nixon, Ethlyne Claire, Made- 
line Hurlock, Elinor Fair, George 
K. Arthur, Mary McAllister, Anne 
Cornwall, the late Walter Hiers, 
Dorothy Phillips, Cullen’ Landis, 
Betty Francisco, Jacqueline Logan, 
Louise Brooks, Buddy Rogers, Jackie 
Coogan, the late Barbara LaMar, 
the late Marcus Loew, Madge Ken- 
nedy, Sidney Blackmer, Louise 
Glaum, Pedro DeCordoba, and a 
score of others. 

Discontinued the broadcasts in 
1928 to head the advertising, pub- 
licity and exploitation department 
for RKO theatres but resumed 
broadcasting in 1932. That year we 
inaugurated movie broadcast mate- 
rial in continuity form and have 
been servicing over 80 radio sta- 
tions continuously in the United 
States and in Canada. In New York 
our material is presented on CBS 
twice weekly and fed to a number 
of eastern stations for a sponsor. 
Furthermore, the names of all the 
film players listed above cover the 
period prior to the advent of talk- 
ies. It was a novelty to the ear to 
hear the voices of silent film stars. 


E. M. Orowitz, 
EMO Movie Club, 


Gladys 





Ode to Bank Nite 
Buffalo, June 21. 
Editor, Variety: 


in the marquee lights over a theatre 
lobby, where once the names of the 
stars—or the title of the play used to 
appear—prompted me to write the 
attached, ‘The Show Game Ain't the 
Show Game Any More,’ which pos- 
sibly you may think worthy of space. 

The writer was the vaudeville 
partner of the late Jack Conway 
(Cor) of Variety, and now associ- 
ated with Loew's, Inc., out of Buffalo. 

Basil Brady. 





If Mr. Shakespeare could come 
back 
Upon this earth today, 

I'd like to get a glimpse of him 
And hear just what he'd say. 
He used to say ‘The play’s the 

thing,’ 
And Shakespeare, he was right, 
But that was in the days 
Before we had ‘Good old bank 
night.’ 


Chorus 
The show game ain't the show 
game any more, 
Since the movie has become a 
country store. 
People go there to play bingo, 
Not to hear the actor’s lingo. 
The show game ain't the show 
game any more. 


The show game ain’t the show 
game any more 

Since the movie has become a 
country store. 

When a lobby full of dishes. 

Packs ’em in like little fishes. 

The show game ain't the show 





doubt, throughout the country, there 


game any nore, 


laying dor- 
mant, merely because agencies will 
When seme 
of these ideas are put to use, per- 
pregrams that 


WPG and WGBS way back in 1924 | 


on KMTR may I suggest that they | 


star’s party ever broadcast in which | 


guerite De LaMotte, Dorothy Mac- | 


Fred Stanley, | 


A sign, ‘Hot Ovenware, Tonight’ | 
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(Continued from page 1) 





extent that the charitable end was 
menaced, he steadfastly refused to 
entertain plans for economy at the 
elubhouse, especially where they 
might mean chopping of salaries, in- 
cluding his. Whenever he was asked 
to quit the clubhouse, Chesterfield 
|; maintained that the ‘poor actors’ 
| would not have a ‘resting place.’ 

NVA Fund finally forced the evac- 
uation and closing of the clubhouse 
in 1934, when it became virtually a 
choice of maintaining either the se- 
cial end or the Saranac Lake Sana- 
torium. Result was that Chesterfield 
| brought suit against the Fund's di- 
rectors, of which he was one, in 
N. Y. Supreme Court for an account- 
|} ing ef funds. 

In his suit, Chesterfield claimed 
that $550,000 should have been on 
| hand in the Fund’s treasury at that 
time. He demanded, especially, an 
| accounting of the $50,000 gift lo the 
| NVA by F. F. Proctor. 

Bitter Suit 

Suit brought bitter pro and con 
|affidavits from both’ sides, with 
Chesterfield denying accusations that 
|he filed the suit strictly to protect 
| his own salary; that there was only 
enough money to care for the sick 
at Saranac and in the French Hos- 
| pital’s NVA ward in New York. 


| It never came to trial, the NVA 
| Fund’s directors decidimg to settle 
$50,000, the Proctor gift, on the NVA, 
Inc. Major portion of this amount 
| went to liquidate NVA, Inc., debts, 
| with the remainder used to pay off 
back salaries of NVA employees, in- 
| cluding Chesterfield. Latter is said 
| to have received around $7,000, but 
| he lost this and more a year later in 
an unsuccessful vaude-pictures-ball- 
room venture at the Mosque theatre, 
Newark, N. J. 

Fund's settlement of the suit also 
included payment of rent for smaller 
clubrooms of the NVA. This was 
continued till about six months ago, 
then stopped on the liquidation of 
| the NVA Fund, with the conversion 
of the NVA Saranac Sanatorium into 
| the Will Rogers Hospital as a per- 
manent memorial to the actor. 

NVA’s_ reorganization, excepting 
the Chesterfield angle, is unimpor- 
tant. Lou Handin, former actor and 
now a theatrical attorney, is chair- 
man of the reorganization commit- 
tee. Nominating committee for new 
officers meets Friday (25) to pick a 
new slate of officers, with elections 
the following week. After this, the 
NVA membership plans moving 
back into a more elaborate club- 
house and renewing the old ‘Satur- 
day Nights.’ Club is now strictly 
social, there being no charity end, 
and self-supporting. 

Ted Healy, current president, 
hasn't been near the NVA Club since 
he was elected more than five years 
ago—when the NVA was still in the 
old White Rats home. 


| Lambs Club 























(Continued from page 1) 
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| Besides, the club also has acquired 
|numerous outstanding radio person- 
| alities who were unknown to show 
biz until they gained fame on the 
air. 

A recently compiled list showed 
about 35 known Lambs playing in 
Broadway shows and on the road as 
compared with 56 or more regularly 





playing in radio. 

Lambs definitely identified with 
radio include Rudy Vallee, Ed Wynn, 
Frank Crumit, Al Jolson, Phil Baker, 
Harry McNaughton (Bottles), Don 
Vorhees, Colonel Stoopnagle, Ray 
Perkins, Hal Kemp, Ward Wilson, 
'Kenneth Webb, Santo Ortega, Al 
Swenson, Chester Stratton (The 
O’Neils’), Joe Granby, Alan Bunce, 
House Jameson, M. Sayle Taylor, Leo 
Curley, Irving Mitchell, Jerry Les- 
ser, Don Costello, Franklyn Fox, 
Jack MacBryde, Matthew Crowley, 
Gale Gordon, Charles Slattery, Harry 
Humphrey, James VanDyke, Milton 
C. Herman, Taylor Graves, Ralph 
Locke, Richard Gordon, Kenneth 
Daigneau, Joseph S. Bell, Julian Noa, 
Len Hollister, Jack Zoller, James 
Tranter, Max Waizman, Joseph Bo- 


land, Jack Roseleigh and Curt 
Arnold (Pepper Young's Family’), 
Oscar Shaw, Paul Conlan, Eddie 


Marr; William Adams, Paul Stewart, 


Ted de Corsia (‘March of Time’) 
and Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Radio announcers in the Lambs 


include Harry Von Zell, Clem Me- 
Carthy, Spencer Bentley, Jean Paul 
King and Kenneth Roberts. J. L. 


Rawlinson, radio producer, is alse 


ja member. 








Chesterfield | 
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FLOYD STIMSON above}, between 
puffs of his Camel, describes a typical 
parachute jump. “I ease out of the cock- 
pit, holding onto the edge as I stand 
on the wing hookiag oue foot bechiad 











MENTAL WORK, too, can be tense. Witness Miss 
Ruth Bruder—who spends hours in trying re- 
search work. What does she do when tired? “I 
light up a Camel,” says Miss Bruder. “At times 
like that a Camel gives me a ‘lift.’” 


FENCING BOUTS are 
won mainly on quick 
response. In the words 
of Joanna de Tuscan, 
U. S. Women’s Foils 
Champion: “Being 
alert counts in fencing. 
One reason I prefer 
Camels is they never 
jangle my nerves.” 


a strut wire. Then I crouch dowa 
and dive over, headfirst. I watch out 
for getting cracked by the tail. I 
crouch down so if the tail should 
hit me, it would only strike my foot. 


Iusually make 2 or 3 
turns. (In the next picture 
Floyd has completed a 
tucnand straightened up.) 
When I'm facing the sky, 


FLOYD STIMSON— 
OFFICIAL PARACHUTE 
TESTER —BAILS OUT 

FOR THE 1060th TIME! 


I pullthe ripcord. It’'sasweet 
feeling when she blooms 
open. It’s like having a seat 
in the clouds—with the earth 
rushing up at you.” Floyd’s 








E’S stepped out into empty 

air well over 1600 times—yet 
landed right side up every time, 
“*My order is Camels,” Floyd says. 
“They’re so mild I can smoke all 
I want to, knowing that Camels 
never frazzle my nerves. It seems 
as though there’s no bottom in 
sight when I bail out—and my 


stomach knows it, too,” Floyd 
Stimson continues {right}, as he 


enjoys Camels at mealtime. * 


‘How- 


ever, a Camel helps me case off. 


Camels set me right!” 


Anes 


LEARNED TO SWIM ia a jungle river. Leonard 
Spence, 5 times U. S. breast-stroke champion, 
smokes steadily. “What cigarette?” he says. 
“You've guessed it, Camels. After a hard swim, I 
turn to Camels and get a ‘lift’ in energy.” 


| Ae 


JACK OAKIE 
COLLEGE 


Jack Oakie runs the “Col- 
lege”! Catchy music by 
Benny Goodman and 
Georgie Stoll! Hollywood 
comedians! Judy Garland 
sings! Tuesdays — 8:30 
pm E.S.T. (9:30 pm 
E.D.S.T.), 7:30 pm C.S.T., 
6:30 pm M.S.T., 5:30 pm 
P.S.T., over WABC - Co- 
lumbia Network. 


work is no job for a nervous 
man. His cigarette is Camel 


has been for 10 years. He 


says: “They don’t frazzle my 
nerves.” 


<n —=2 





“VM ALWAYS working against deadlines,” says 
Foreign Service Editor, J. C. Oestreicher. “My 
digestion does its job under pressure. But I 
smoke Camels at mealtime and light into my 
food with relish. Camels set me right.” 


MILD! 


MADE FROM 


COSTLIER TOBACCOS 


Camels are made from 
finer, MORE EXPENSIVE 
TOBACCOS... Turkish 
and Domestic... than 


any other popular brand. 


Copyright, 1937, R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company, 


Winston-Salem, North Carotima 
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